UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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April 26, 1951

MEAT ANIMALS - FARM PRODUCTION AND INCOME, 1949-50

Farm production of meat animals in 1950 amounted to 42,9 billion pounds, 5 per-
cert above the 1949 production of 40,9 billion pounds, but 8 percent smaller than
the record high of 46,6 billion pounds in 1943, It was 9 percent above the 1939-48
average and the second highest production since records began in 1909, This was the
gecond consecutive year that production has increased. Production of cattle and
calves was the largest on record, while that for hogs was the third largest. The 1950
production of sheep and lambs showed the first increase in the past 8 years,

Gross income (cash receipts plus value of home consumption) from meat animals
amounted to 9,9 billion dollars in 1950, one billion more than in 1949 but still
below the peaks of 1947 and 1948, All meat animals sold in 1950 brought an aver-ge
price of $21.24 per hundred pounds live weight, compared with $19.31 in 1949 and
the record high price of $22.55 in 1948, The gross income for each species, cattle
and calves, hogs, and sheep and lambs was larger in 1950 than in 1949, A record high
gross income was established for cattle and calves, while the gross incomes from hogs
and sheep and lambs were the third largest on record, The increase in gross income
for cattle and calves was due to both larger marketings and higher prices, while for
hogs the increase was the result of larger marketings since prices were lower, In the
case of sgheep and lambs, the increase in 1950 was due to higher prices, since the
total poundage marketed was smaller than in 1949, Cash receipts for meat animals as
a whole set a new record in 1950 amounting to a little over 9.4 billion dollars, 12
percent above 1949, Cash receipts for each species in 1950 were above those for the
previous year,

Cattle and Calveg: The estimated production of cattle and calves in 1950 was
20.6 billion pounds, the highest of record compared with 19.4 billion pounds in 1949,
This increase in production was the result of a large calf crop and the marketing of
both cattle and calves at racord high average weights, Gross income in 1950 at
5.8 billion dollars was the highest on record, 888 million dollars higher than in
1949 and 2,9 billion dollars above the 1939-48 average, Cash receipts of 5,7 billion
dollars also set a new record, 877 million dollars above 1949, Total live weight of
cattle and calves sold in 1950 amounted to 23.8 billion pounds, 1 percent above 1949,
and the fourth highest on record, The 1950 poundage was 2,0 billion pounds above the
10-year average, The average price per hundred pounds live weight of cattle at
$23.20 and calves at $26.40 were the highest ever received by producers and exceeded
the previous peaks established in 1948 by 5 percent for cattle and 8 percent for
calves., The cost per hundred pounds and total cost of inshipments were also record

highs.

Hogg: The production of hogs in 1950 totaled 20.9 billion pounds, about 4
percent higher than the 1949 production of 20,2 billion pounds, This is the third
highest production on record and is 8 percent above the 1939-48 average. The record
broduction of hogs occurred in 1943 amounting to 25.4 billion pounds, Gross income
in 1950 amounted to 3.7 billion dollars, 70 million or 2 percent more than 1949, and
948 million dollars higher than the 10-year average, Cash receipts totaled 3.3
billion dollars, 107 million more than in 1949, Total weight of marketings was 17.8
billion pounds, 4 Percent larger than a year earlier, The average price per hundred
bounds live weight received by producers was $18,00, compared with $18.10 received
in i9ﬁ9. The 1950 average price was $6.10 below the record price of $24.10 received

n 1947

(Continued on page 8)
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Sheep and Lambs: Production of sheep and lambs in 1950 amounted to 1.4 billion
pounds, This was 4 percent above the 1949 production and was the first increase
since 1942, when a record high production of 2,3 billion pounds were produced. The
average price received by producers was $11,50 for sheep and $25,10 for lambs, which
is 24 percent and 12 percent higher than a year ago, The prices for sheep and lambs
were the highest on record. Although marketings of 1.7 billion pounds were dovn L
percent from 1949, higher prices resulted in a gross income 10 percent above a year
ago. Gross income in 1950 amounted to 395 million dollars, 24 million dollars below
the record high income of 419 million dollars in 1948, but 89 million dollars above
the 1939-48 average, Cash receipts of 390 million dollars were 10 percent above 1949,



