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MEAT ANIMALS - FARM FRCDUCTICN AND INCOME, 1945-1946

Farm production from meat animals in 1946 amounted to 39.6 billion pounds,
about 3/4 billion pounds smaller than the output in 1945 and 6,7 billion pounds
below the high record in 1943, Production fell below the 40=billion-pound mark
for the firet time in four years, Production of cattle and calves was the fourth
largest on record, while that for hoge was the fifth laergest, Production of sheep
and lambs, however, was well below average, The 1946 total production was 13
percent above the 1935=44 average and U6 percent above the 1909-1k average,

Gross income in 1946 from meat animals was the highest in history, amounting
to 7,606 million dollars, This was 1,335 million dollars above the previous pesk
attained in 1943, Sales in pounds fell 3 percent short of the 1945 volume, but
the record high average price more than offset the effects of that reduction upon
income, Compared with the 1935-il4 average, gross income was up 113 percent, Com-
pered with the 1909=14 average, it was up slightly over 300 percent, Gross income
for each individual species established new high records, Cash receipts from the
sale of meat animals amounted to 7,043 million dollars, In addition, livestock
producers received subsidies in 1946 which, according to reporés to Production and
Marketing Administration, amounted to 19 million dollars for cattle and 33 million
dollars for sheep and lambs, In 1945 these subsidy payments amounted to 18 million
dollars for cattle and 10 million dollars for sheep and lambs, All meat animsls
sold in 1946 brought an average of $15,60 per hundred pounds liveweight, by far the
highest on record, The 1946 average was $2,80 per lmndred pounds above the previous
hizh 93f $12.80 in 1945, The combined average price was $11,90 in 1944 and $12,70
in 1l 3.

Cattle and calves: Production of cattle and calves in 1946 1is estimated at
18,7 billion pounds, a decrease of 644 million pounds from the peak production
in 1945, The 1946 volume, still one of the highest in the records, exceeds the
10-year aversge by 18 percent., The record-high 1946 gross income, estimated at
3,787 million dollars, was 441 million dollars above 1945, OCash receipts of 3,715
million dollars also hit an all-time high, Total liveweight of cattle and calves
sold amounted to about 25 billion pounds, 6 percent below last year, Average prices
of cattle at $14,50 per hundred pounds and of calves at $15.30 were the highest
ever received by producers. The total cost of inshipments and also the cost per
hundred pounds was the highest for all years,

Hogs:s Production of hogs contimued at a high level and was about as large
as last year, The estimated 1946 volume of 19,1 bdbillion pounds was 6.4 billion
pounds below the record volume in 1943, Gross income, amounting to 3,460 million
dollars, sxceeded the previous record set in 1943 by 150 million dollars, Cash
receipts reached 2,972 million dollars, the second largest on record, Total weight
of outshipments and local slaughter was 4 percent above last year, The average
price of $17,50 per hundred pounds exceeded even the 1919 price of $16.,50, a
record that stood for 27 years,

Prepared by Co, E, White and W, G, Hill, Agricultural Statisticians, under the
general dirsction of A, V., Nordquist, Acting Head, Division of Livestock and
Poultry Statistics, Much of the basic data was furnished by the Agricultural
Statisticians In Charge of the State Offices,
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Sheop and leambst The estimated production of about 1,8 billion pounds in
1946 was down 7 percent from 1945, It was the smallest production since 1928
and was 13 percent below the l0-year average, The average price received _
producers was $15,60 per hundred pounds for lambs, the highest on record, Sheep.
8014 for $7.49 per mmndred pounds, the highest since 1928, Marketings of sheep
and lambs in pounds were 8 percent below 1945, but the higher prices shoved up

gross income to 360 million dollars —- the highest on record, Cash receipts smounted
to 355 million dollars, also a record high,

The accompanying tables show, by States, balance sheets of mumbers and
estimates of production and sales in pounds, and of groes income and cash receipts
in 1946, with revised estimates for 1945, Revisions of estimates of balance sheet

items, production and income for 1939 to 1944, adjusted in line with revised
inventory numbers, will be published at a later date,



