. -‘g BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS Qg axe . Ve '_( ~

S UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE mele 0= 1 @7 G~

LA T SR M

‘& _ ~ —t’?{%’ =2 - M\S}‘
Washington, D. C, 6HE February 7, 1944

TRUCK CROP NEWS
(as of February 1, 1944)

ommercial truck crops in the winter producing areas of Florida and Texas for the
ost part made satisfactory progress during the second half of January. But in the-
ake Okeechobee section of Florida, low tempemtures and frosts killed most of the
nap beans, did extensive damage to green peas, and retarded the growth of all
tender crops . In Colifornie and Arizona, cool weather retarded growth to some
xtent, but showers and light rains in Californin were beneficial.. Conditions

n Louisinna, Georgia and South Carolina in the last week of January were more
avorable for forming operations than.errlier in the month. :

eanther in Tlorids during the second half of anuary wns favorable for hrrdy crops,
ut below-normal temperatures retarded the growth of tender crops. Frosts on
amuary 21 and 22 extended into the vegetable growing areas of south Floridn, In
he Lake Okeechobece section, most of the. winter bean plantings were killed, green
ens were domnged extensively, but other crops escoped with slight drmcoge. Form—
ng operntions are active in all sections of the Stnte as growers prepore for

heir spring crops. In spite of the losses by frosts and other unfavoreable condi-
ions, this senson's corlot movement from the State through January is obout 8 per—-

ent larger thon for the same period last year.

n Texas, recovery from the early January freezing temperatures was satisfoctory,

ith losses limited mainly to cabbage, green peas and radishes. A week of fovor-

ble growing wentiher prevailed during the second half of January, and all crops

howed remorlkable improvement., Onions were particularly benefited. Cabbose is still
little soft but improving, beets and carrots are in fairly good condition, but
ature spinacih continues to show the effects of blue mold and white rust. Young
pinach shows prospects of improved quality. Solid carlot movement for the sesason
ontimies ahead of this date last year - about 20 percant - with beets, mixed carlot
inments, and spinach accounting for most of the increase. Surface s6il in the

ower Valley section is becoming dry as n result of fairly strong winds, but all

ther arens hove ample moisture, with some sections of the Coastal Bend still too wet

Crlifornia, showers and light rains fell in most vegetcble growing arcps during
ate Januory, Plonting of spring crops is well along in most arens of the Stcte.

brvest at this time is confined mainly to crops in the desert areas and to a few

inter vegetables now wvailable in the coastal districts of the State,

\
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TI FOL I *ovth of Ccll‘Cfnla articnokes contlnues slow although some 1mprove—
nent has been noted during ‘the past week. At present it appears as )
thouzh’ Dewk procuction will not  be reacned’untll the latter part of Feébruary. Host-
of tne nresent swwinlies are mov1ng in mlxed cars, Damage from the earlJ Janugry
frosus has not oeen extensive, .

h

ASPARAGUS: In South Carollna aquragus acrea e w;ll be reduced: materlally. “No:~
-new Yeds havé peen set recently and some old beds have been plowed up,
Dry weather ig the fall and a lighter fertlllzer apnllcation nay result in relaulve.

ly low yields. .

LILA 32455: In Florida, the supnly of lima beans from the early plantings of the -
7inter crop continues light. Growing conditions have not been suit-
atle for thls crop and the shedding-of -blooms: and. .small pods has been heavy. Young~
er plantings annear to be in good conaltlon and the volume should increase' during
February. ::0st of the acreage is:along the lower East Coast in Broward, Palm Beach,

hartln and St. Lu01e coantles.

BNAP ZEANS: FIOSu in the Lake Okeechobee section of Florida on the' mornlnés of Jan~“
uary 21 and 22 killed approximately 85 percent of the winter acreage

of smap beans which wds out of the ‘ground at that time. This is not the main w1nter

bean section, hut larger than usual winter plantings were being made this year. '

puch of this acresge -will be replanted but it will® ve latter vart of March before any

aporeciavle movemeiit can be eype"tea from this sectlon. : .

In the Pamnano section, where the rain Florida winter acreage is 1ocated tae move—
ment is' showing an“lncreaSe as the harvestlng moves ‘to plantings which were not
damaged by .tie Dedember frosts.: sarrlng ‘any further: ‘'setbacks, the movement from "
this area should reach its meak around the middle of rebruary. In the HomeStead-
area, where the loss was heavy from the December frosts, the nrOgreds of the crop
has heen slow.. The warmer weathér of the vast week has been very beneficial. A
light movement is now comlng from this section but it will be around tne mlddle

of February before the maln movement beglns.

BEZTS: Supplies of Te\as beets were plentiful the past two weeks, Shipments were.
steyned up considerable over prev1ous neriods and eon51derab1e tonnage was go
going to caaning plants. Crons are in generally good condition in all irrigated ‘
distritts dut prog ;ress of the:Coastal Bend crop continues, slow. Most of the February
nroduction fron this &istrict will be off grade as a result of the December and
January cold s»ells but late .crops’ ‘show nromise of 1moroved qaality. Sunplles of

beets will be avallable through May, - \

BZ0OCCOLIs Peak 1oad1ngs of alleo*nla broccoli have passed in the coastal dlstricta
bt harvest:will contirue falrly hégvy in the San Joaquln Valley, and
will increase from the nlantlngs in'the Imperial. Supplies during February should
remain close to mresent 1evels.f'Movement of broccoli from the Salt River Valley, ‘
Arizona has Veen light iduring the last half of Japuary but is expected to incredse
as new fields come into nroduction during February.v Growing conditions have been
faverable for late nlantings, and there: are indications that quallty will contlnue _
to be very jood, A 1emge portlon of shinmentu contlnues in mlxed cars, - '

CASBAGE: Cabbage is"in 11 t sunuly’ln most areas of Callfornla,‘and in all pro-

bability will not be plentiful until lMarch.’ The crop in the Imperial
Valley is just coming into productien, and shipments should increase out of this
area with a probable peak about mid-February. The Imperial Valley crop i8 in excels
lent condition and promises zood quality cabhage.
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gégéégﬁ, Cont'ds’ Arigzona supplies have declined recently, but some neyw fields in
e Salt Rivey Valley. are now coming. into preoduction, and some
gabbane at Yuoc 1111 also ve available for market soon. Heads: have not developed
Lo large 51zeo cLarmb January because of low temoeratures,'f o

‘fhe Egzgg caooage crop was dmnagea by the Januery freezes with crops in the Coastal
send affected less than the more important Lower Valley crop. No total acreage loss.
becurred dut matured cabbage that had been light in weight all season was further
amaged, with some heads lost. Some young plantS were killed and progress of gwow-
ing crops was reta arded,  Yield prospects. for the arep are lowered, but sufficient
hereage remains for productionto maintain a high level during the next three months.
Larvestlnﬂ aotlvitles were stepned up the last week in January and supplies will
ontinue plcntl ul durwng February. Peak movement is expected during Maréh when
bonnage “from the Coastal Bend will supplement actlve movement in the Lower Valley.
[nere is considerable acreage set out for hay harvest but movement during kay will
Hepand somewhat on market demand and price levels durln? the hext few weeks. Al-
“hough conélaeraole tonnage of soft cabbage was marke+ed in the past two weeks, there
s a fairly good volume of“sound cabbage, and crops just cominZz into maturity show
gromise of a material imprévement in quality. The Coastal Bend crop is not expected
0 furnish supnlies of any voluine until after the mlddle of February, w1th goodk
huality expeCued from the flrst cuttlngs, -

feather in Florlda hag contlnuedAfavorable for the growth of cabbage. Yields have
heen good from tnat nart of the crop which as been harvested Harvest is becoming
feneral, and on increase in movement should be expected ddring February. In Georgia
.abbage plants are small because of cold weather, Pe—nlantlng is still taking plane
Where plants can be obtalned Another-hindrance was lack of rainfall at planting
ime, In Loulslana unfavorable weather caused some damage to the limited quantity
f unharvested winter cabbage.: Transplanting of the snring crop, which was interrupt-
bd by heavy raing, is now nearing.completion under favorable conditions., Earlier
ket sprlng plonts weére slightly damaged and have attalned very little growth to date,
Wowever, the crdp is expected to respond rapidly to present favorable weather and
BWirst fieldﬂpultlvations which are now under way. Present indications point to an
Increase in the spring planted acreage. ) D o

BARROTS: Central Cslifornia carrot plantings are practically all harvested., Dlost

‘ of the remaining fields have undergone rather severe frosts and show
liscoloration in~the-tops. Remaining supplies in the coastal areas will be used

or most vart'as topped or clinped-topped carrots. quvest in the Blythe area is

ell along and more acresge in the Imperial and Coachella Valleys will be available

uring Feoruary. In the Imperial. Valley most of the carrot fields had to be replant-

i, and conscquently, there has been-little of the crop available for January harvest,

:ring the months of February, Merch, and April, however, the Imperial Valley will

urnish the bulk of the carrots from California. Carrots are being nlanted for spring

W-rvost in the coastel districts. There will be some increase in acreage in the old-

Rine carrot sections, and production should be close to that obtained last spring.

arvest at Paoenix Arizona declined late. in Jamuary, but the movement of carrots

om Yuma increased. --Soms:fields in the Salt River Valley are apnroachin» maturity,-

d it is exmected that ‘supplies are sufficient to maintain a moderate movement of

olid carlots throughout February.

p all. Texas areas, the carrot crop escaped freeze damage and growing conditions
ring the past two weeks:were favorable.. Improved quality is expected in. the early
vt of Februurj, and prosnects are-now.favorable for the remainder of the season,
bst of the undesirable Winter Garden crops have been harvesteéd, and shipments of
raight carrots should show an increase., Lowér Valley crops have besn of desirable
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CARROTS, Cont'd: quality for the past few weeks and crops for curraat and later

season harvest are in good condition. Solid carlot movement is
still a little less than normal. But supplies will be available for active movement
duaring February and will contirue to be plentiful through May with shipments con-
tinuing into June. On February 1, prospective production for the season was about .
the same as tizat indicated a month ago.

CAULIFLOWZIR: 1In California, cauliflower harvest is finishing on the November—Decembey

strains in the coastal areas, and most of the plantlngs of the January
"flower" have been harvested. It will be another ten days before any appreciable '
volume of February cauliflower becomes available in this area. Shipments are expecte:
to pick un azain toward the middle of February, and should become fairly heavy during’
the month of iiarch., ovement of cauliflower in the Salt River Valley of Arizpna may:
continue at tie present rate for another 10 days or 2 weeks, after which it will de- .
cline gradually. lany of the early fields have been cleaned up, but later nlantings.
are now in nroduction, Heads have not develaped to large sizes because of cold o
@emperatures during January, but recent warm weather is expected to develop larger
heads, Quality continues to be good. In Oregon the production outlook for winter
cauliflower, which is consentrated in the Roseburg area of Douglas County, is very
favorable, although freezing temperatures on January 27, 28, and 29 may have slight—
1y injured plants which are now heading out. Quality of the early strains nov :
being marketed is zood. Out-of-state carlot shipments may develop during the period -
Qf peak marketings during the last part of February and the first part of March,.

QELER ¢ The early cuttings in the Sanford section of Florida have turned out rather

ligat yields but as cutting progresses into the later plantings, this
oondltlon siiould improve. In the Lake Okeechobee section the crop is in good condi-
tlon and is turning out satisfactorily. The DSarasota crop is making excellent pro-
gresa. Becanse of the late start in the Sanford and Sarasota sectlons the carlot
movement at tuis time is approximately 25 percent behind last year s movement for the
game period., In TFebruary, a decided increase in movement over January is expected.
Planting in the Sanford section proper is about completed and is slowing down in the
Sarasota section. Planting for the spring crop continues in the Lake Okeechobee and
Oveido sections. ’

Present shipments of celery from California are comlng mainly from the Salinas
dlstrlct and from nlantings in the Santa Marie-Guadalupe area. There is considerabls
acreage still availade for harvest, and February shipments should hold at about the
present levels until the mid¥\g of the month. Harvest has started in the Chula
Vista section, and increased shipments out of this area are expected to offset any
decline which may occur in the districts farther north late in February.

CUCUMBERS: A fey cucumbers are beingfhgrvésted in the Pompano area of Florida but
weatihier has been unfavorable for this crop. This light movement is expec
ed to continue until new. plantings made after the. December frost come into bearing.
any of the wlantings for the early spring trough acreage in Wauchula, Lake and
Samter counties were killed by the cold of January 21 and 22. Replantinz of this
dereage. is about completed. Indications are, that there will be a reduction in acreag
in those areas which are not especially suited to production of cucumbers, In ZTexas,
considerable land is being prepared for the early spring cucumber crop, Fields are
being fertilized now and planting in the eagliest sections is expected to start the
early part of February, with all areas through by the latter part of the month, A4
large increase in acreage is practlcallx assured, All areas have excellent moisture

conditions,
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cGPLANT: In T;o;;da, ia]l Dlantinvs in the Wlntor Garden, Manatee and Ft. kyers

* sactions contlnue to farnicgh light oupbties. The main winter qoreage
tn the Pompanc section is s 1»htlv lurﬂervthan last year, but condition of tire cwop
ks only fair, TYields. have been’ very lig ht an& a.perlod of varmer weather 1s needed.
d sfore much increase in voluma can be etoected Plahtings are being maae in the

e

t. Myers saction for oprlng proauotlon..‘ o T

g1 In Tlor:da condltlon of the escarole ¢crop is good and supplies are
available in the Manatee, Sanford and- Lake Okeechobee sections. Unfavor-
bhle ma*ketmu conultlons/movement of thls trop and same acreage has been abandoned.
have slowed the . .
Supplies at Phoenix, Arizona are now limited to. a small mid-season acneage
and. shipments from this section are exnected to remain light until new
1elds come into wroduction late in February: Harvest. at Yuma is noractive, and
ovement from this dlstrlct will continue in good volume throughout February.
eatihier has-been favorable for snring planulngs and most fields show prosvnectis of
beavy production. Harvest in ‘the Calirornia Imperial Valley is in its peak, ~nd
khipments are erpected to continue fairly, heavy for another two weeks, . uality: of -
ne lettuce is very good, although the early frosts have reduced the sizes to some'
bxtent. Planting continues in the sprlng lettuce districts of the central coas»al
brea, and thinning is well started on'a considerable acreage. "Fairly ¢ool weather
bas held back lettuce ﬂrowtn during the past ‘ten days. A rather sizeable acreage
;ill be availa®le for thlnnlnb during the next two weeks. Although'tbe acresge has
llot been surveyed, most 1nformed growers agraé’ that there 1s a sizeable increase., - -

. . v

ETTUCE:

n Florida, the Boston lettuce deal in the“Sarfbrd'"nd manatee seftions -isabout
jver. This crop was damaged consideradly Yy ‘theé cold in late December and ship-
bents during January were light: Iceherg is available in the Ruskin-kManatee area
he Lake Okeechobee section and from small plantings in other areas. . Qualtiy is
eported to be : 200d, - Practiea ally all of this crop is used locally or sold in.hea
by southern na¢‘ets. Planlng of Georgia lettuce is about completed and first
‘1ant1nbs are up. In’ Beaufort Connty, South Carolina, most lettuce was replanted
ecause heavy rains oacked the seed, and some re-setting has been done. loisture
s ample and lettuce should get off {o a good start, At Meggett in Charleston’
ounty, plants are very small and -are not vet tranSplantea to fields.

oMy

'crops showed a remarkable 1mprovement particularly in the Laredo and Jlnter
arden transplanted aradas. In spite of this progress the Laredo-crop is about ‘two
eeks later than usual but growers fertlllved heavily the latter part of Ja nuw;v.
Wuch of the &elay -could be overcome with fhvorable. growing weather the next sixty
Ay, C“ooc in the Raymondville section continue to meke good progress ond pronise
arly season harvest, A few: ‘fields in the Coastal Bend areas are still too wet wut
here is a. large acreage’ in godd condition with progress about normal. The Wilson-’
arnes crom. 'is: beblnnlnb to.grow nlcelv and ‘there is ‘plehty of moisture for the
'D\t thirty. days. All areas have been gener 11y free of insects, end plants have
‘healthy appearance. A heavy mqvement of plants is ‘going into the Worth Teras area,
t setting -to the fields is neot maklng the desired progress bscause of scarcity of
ield crews. The plnnts are: being ploced 1n commerclal storage houses with supwvlies
creasing daily. I L - *

NIONS: ‘In Texns good growing weatner prevailed dnrlng the last two weels ,"ﬁnd

e

3l

antings of the Celifornis: Bermuda and 1ntermediate—crop onions made good orogress
the desert areas during January. *Some “onions are still being set to the fiélds,
owever,  In the onion growing areas, rains have not_mwterlally interfered with
pltivation, and the crop’.is gengrally in good condithon, ‘



!
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GREEL PZAS: The green peas crop in the Florida Lake Okeechobee section was extene

sively demaged by the frosts of January 21 and 22. Most of this
damaze was coniined to pods and blooms, The rate of planting was fairly heavy
immediately following the late December frosts, and this acreage should bein
production durin7 the latter part of February. In the meantime, supplies vill con-
tinue rather light., California harvest should gain headway during the first two
weeks in Fevruery, Frost damage was spotted in the Imperial Valley, with that acreag
being harvested for mid-winter production suffering the most damage. Most of the
spring peas were retarded somevhat, but damage was confined to the early set of
pods, However, with new blooms, a new crop should be avallable about mid-February
when full ovoductlon should be forth-coming. .
In Georgia, planting of green peas has not been completed, but early vlantings are
breaking the zround, Planting in South Carolina is about finished in the more
southern covnties and is expected to be over by February 10 around Lake City and
Kingstree, the more northerly part of the green pea area. Prospects are for a -
reduced acreagze this year. ‘ '

GREZN PEPPZ:S: The fall acreage of Florida peppers in the Ft.  Myers, kanatee and
Vinter Garden sections is still supplying a light movement, The
main winter acreage in the Pompano section is in good condition and there should
be an increase in volume during February. Seed beds for the spring crop in the
central counties are up and should be improved immensely by the warmer weather,
Transplantlng will be done in mid-February.. .. -

00iwZRCIAL TAILY IRISH POTATOZS: The Texas Lower Valley (Early Spring) motato crop

, escaped damage from the early January low tempera-
tures, Only a small part of the crop was mp and it was not far enough along to be
hurt. Plan%inz wes completed by the middle of January and conditions in the latter
part of January were favorable for all crops to get a start. Although temmeratures
in this area vere normal for the month, in the last ten days they were considerably
above average, ,Surface moisture is becoming scarce ‘but all crops are- subject to
irrigation. Pro snects for early spring harvest are about average. Reports from
tne Pannandle (Summer crop) section indicate a moderate reduction in acreage is in-
tended. The soil is in good condition and first plantings are expected to start at
gbout the usual time. Harvest of the Winter crop is well under way. Several solid
darlots have been shipmed, but most of this crop moves in mized car loadings. Sup-
plies will be available through February.

In Florida, the Lake Okeechobee section is nearing the close of its winter potato
deal., Dizging will continue into February but the volume will be small. Digeing
commenced at Ft, iyers the week of January 16, Yields will be slightly reduced
from earlier expectatlons by heavy 1nfestatlon of blight which hit the crop before
it reached full maturlﬁy. “The prospects for the Dade county crop have been
greatly reduced by severe’ infestotlons of blight, Indications are that the produc-
tion will be cut more tnan '50 percent Below earlier estimates, Weather conditions f
have been favorable for the -development of the disease and control measures have beepfll
ineffective, Yields from the older fields will ‘in most instances be better than |
from the younger fields, 'Some acreage will no doubt be abandoned. In the Hastings |
and LaCrosse sections plantlng is under way, Conditions have been geod for the’
planting. : : - - o

Piantiq;is under full headway in Kern County, Californis, and will likely continue
active in this area for another two weeks, .In most of the early potato districts
a rather sizecble expansion in acreage is now ihdicated., Seed is being received
in the southern districts of the State, and planting there will start this month,
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'Ss  In Louisiana, winter shallots are now moving in volume, with peal shipment

expected the first week in February. Excessive rains which prohidvited
roper field cuitivations reduced yields and lowered quality. Plantings of spring
ghnllots has been cdelayed and much of the crop is later than usual . Although con-
ditions are now favorable for rapid plant development, the general opinion is that
because late plening only light yields can be expected. First shipments from the
spring crop should begin around February 20. ., .. ' g

SPINACE: Shipments in Texas showed ‘a considerable gain the pest two weelts ond sup-
- plies will be available for active movement to continue through-most of
April. o losses resulted from the January freezes but crop progress was retarded
jn some areas. There had been considerable acreage of old spinach in the Coastal
Rend that promised production but many fields will not be harvested. There is enough
acreage of young spinach in this srea to assure supplies for the next two months if
favorsble growing weather develops. Harvest of the .Lower Valley crop continues
nchive and supnlies will ke available through-lMarch. Crops in the important Winter
Garden and Zajle Pass districts are improving, and supplies will be plentiful
through April, . |

In Arkansas, December freezes killed some spinach, with estimates of the extent of
the damage ranging from 20 to 40 percent of the acreage. Most of the remaining
acreage vas protected during the January freezes by from three to six inches -of
snow, .and consequently demage wes slight. Moisture is now plentiful and temmero-
{ures since mid-Jnpuary have been generally mild, = Fall-Planted acreage is making
satisfactory wrogress. With continued favorable weather, harvesting of this
acreage will start about the middle of February and the bulk of the crop should be
ready by dMarch l. Spring plantings have started. The bulk of the spring-planted
acreage will be seeded during the next two weeks if favorable planting conditions

gontinue,

STRAWBERRIZS: In Florida, the strowberry crop around Plant City escaped the frosts
" of January 21 and 22 with only minor damage to blooms. Sunplies are
fncreasing”and the deal should be in full production by the first week in February.
tn Louisiana, strawberry plants generally are in good condition, although the crop
ins set somewhat later than usual., Plants remained practically dormant until
about a week ago - decide@lyin favor of the crop. Scraping and mulching are nov
rogressing rapidly under favorable conditions and with a good root system already
established plant growth is expected to respond nicely from now on. arlot ship—
ents are ermected to begin the latter part of March from conaiderably less acreage
than a year ago.

he prospective strawberry crop in Arkansas is quite snotted. Drought last summer
caused heavy damage to both old and new plantingsrather generally over the State,
lowever, there are a few beds in all the major strawberry producing areas that appear
romising ot the present time. Generally, beds in the northwyest are in better con-
ition thon in other parts of the State., Weather has been favorable since mid-
Sentember ond some beds that appeared dead in the early fall have revived. Adequate
noisture is avonilable and considering the thinness of beds, a fair crop sihould be
produced, However, because of reduced Acreége And thin stands, the total production
i1l be much reduced from last year., If growers can obtain plants, a considerable
olume of necw mlantings will be made this spring.

UASH; Supnlics of Florida squash are still very light bdut the volume of this crop
: should increase by the middle of February. Most of this winter acrocngc is

located along the lower Bast Coast from Ft. Pierce to Homestead with light plontings
In the other winter secctions.,

¥

)
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T0.4°05S: In Lolifornia, Imperial Valley plantings are recovering from the frost
‘ Crnoge waich occurred early +h January. Heavier production will De
realized carly in February., Little damage occurred to the younger plantings whic

weré protecied with dbrush and paper covers. Plartings of the Texas Lower Valley -
(Sarly Snring) tomato crop was almost completed when the January 8-15 low tempera—

tures occurred. A few fields were planted as early as the middle of Hovembew and

s, large acrenjze the early part of/December. Plants were.in all stages of growth
but damage was remarkably light. Only scattered fields were at a total loss and
they were re-lanted immediately. TLosses of advanced plante were limited in nost
cases to mormal thinning of stands. Seedlings just out of the "ground were the laast
daraged anc only in very few instances had to be replaced, A large acreage is in
prospect anajprac;ieally_assured.if no further weather damage occurs. With good
growing weather an early April harvest can be ezpected from considerable acreages

-

A few shipnents of Florida tomatoes are -still being made from the fall acreage in

the t. Pierce .ud Manatee sections, but these deals are practically over. In the
Ft. iwyers.scction the fall plantings were late and nave. lasted unusually well, 4
few new fields are coming into ?roduction,'which will insure a light supply from this
gection for tae vianter period. Harvesting of the fall acreage-in Broward anc Dode
pounties is about complete, “Mae main winter crop in these countiées has bezuon to
move. Volume will be 1ight during Februvary as most of the plantings are late and
will come into wroduction in late February and March, Weather conditions will
determine to a large extent the length of the harvesting season. In Collier county,
another arec of winter production, transplanting was done mostly:during Janvuarye »
This acreage ;s below average. Most of the seeding for the spring crop in tie Indianj
River. section wes done in early Januafy. Plant beds in the Manatee section are
generally in good condition, although a few unprotected ones were damaged by the
recent frost. Trensplenting will comménce early:in, February for the spring crope.
g . . _
WATERMBLOWS: Growers in all Texas watermelons areas plan a large increase in acreagey

' Practically all earlj~areas have excellent moisture conditions cnd lan
is prepared with fertilizer now veing applied. Earlier-than-usval planting will ‘Gake
place in a number of the early districts. A small acreage is planted and up to a
stond, with intentions to carry it as open acreage. With no adverse weather tals
acreage will furnish production for mid-lay harvest. lost early districts will
have a large acreuge planted by the latter part of February, which indicates heavy
production the carly part of June. loisture. conditions in the mid-season and
late areas org also favorablé and the outlook points to early plantinge

r 0






