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TRUCK CROP NEWS
(As of February 15,'l944)

Commercial truck crops-in the winter and early spring producing sections nade fair-
1y good progress during the first half of Eebruary, but Were affected by the usual
variety of weather hagzards which .are to be expected at thisutime of.year.‘

eather in Ilorida during the first half of February was favorable for land prepara.
lon but unfavorable for growing crops. Temperatures averaged above normal but
ainfall was very light, and practically all truck growing sections are in need of
oistures This dry weather has been most detrimental along the lower Zast Coast
here tine main winter crops are now in production,

n Texas, conditions are generally favorable for spring planting to be started in
he early districts. The Lower Rio Grande Valley district has been irrizated fre-
uently in the past-thirty ‘days. In early dry-land sections, where excess moisture
as prevailed for several weeks, conditions have improved, The Valley spring-crop
f snap beans is up to a good stand and conditions in other early areas are favorab:
or planting to be started the last half of this month. Cantaloups, cucumbers, and
atermelons are being planted in the earliest seciions. Progress of planting in the
exas mid-season vegetable areas, particularly of onions and potatoes, las been res
arded by unfavorable weather, Harvesting of winter vegetables made good headway,
ith total shipments of vegetables continuing to average about 20 percent above

10s€ on this date last ygar. Movement of carrots from the Lower Valley ceclined
aterially but beets are moving more actively. Mixed vegetable and spinach ship-
ents account for most of the incressed movement this year over last, :

most California districts, growers have been able to cultivate durinz the past .
n days and the field program is generally well along. However, some fields 2
ich were vet are still weedy and in need of cultivation, . Planting of nost spring
°Ps is well along. = The ground is now being prepared for crops which will be hap~
sted during the early summer months. In the southern San Joaquin Valley some

Plon growers have started planting.
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ARTICHOXZS: In the California coastal areas, artichokes will be more plentiful
‘the- latter part of this mogﬁh. Cool weather has held back the growth
and develooment of this crop. Practically all 6T the acreage-should, be ready for

harvest by the first of harcn wnich will in all probability see the peak movament

of the deal. R D,
. e ndo VL B S S
ASPARAGUS: 1In California, a few growers on the warmer lands have alrecdy made ligh
e cuttings of:asparagus for local market. The February produc»10n is
depandent unon favorable grow1ng‘veather. It is not’ expected that there will ‘be an

appreciable rail movement this month, although a few cars may- be loaded tOWard the

end of the perlod g 'j R . ) W ';

LIMA BZAYS: In lorlda the product1on of lima beans from® the w1nter acreage con-

L timyes to- bevvery -light. Growing conditions have been unfavorable for
this crop, but there should be a slight.increase in suppliés during the latter
part of Februvary. . :

SNAP BZANS: 1In the Pompano section of Florida, the recent dry weather has been ven
detrimental to the snap beans crop. - Yields have been reduced and in-
dlcations now are for a smaller crop than. -originally expected. This @éal has reach-
ed its peak and shipments should begin to show a gradual decline. In the ZHomesteal
~ area, where the progress of the crop has been slow, and increase in shipments is
exnected with the main movement coming during the.latter part of February and the
first part of Harch, Planting for the snring crop is under way in the Iverglades
section.” The small acreage which survived the late. Januarv frosts is meking good
progress but it will be the latber part of March before any movement of consequenc
can be e:xmected from this section. The acreage around Lake Istokpoga is mostly
young_ but _is nalting fair progress. PlantlnP for the snrlné crop has started <in thy
central counties but it will be March 1 before planting becomes general.

'In fexas, planting of the Lowe: Valley (spring crop) is nearing completions 3Iarly
crops in this section are up to a good stand, and promise production about the usu
time - beginning the latter part of March or early in April. Conditions are favor

" able for early planting in the sections outside of the Lower Valley with the.
earliest districts expected to start the last week in February.

BEETS: Shipments of Texas beets showed a material gain the first half of February,
with-most of the increase coming from the Lower Valley. Coastal Bend shi

ments were active and supplies are increasing. Oroos in all districts are in good

condition and will- furni:sk production for active movement throughout April.

BROCCOLI:_ Peak loadings:of California broccoli are over in the main producing se
tions, but considerable acreage is available for harvest at this time i
'smaller outlying districts. The present, broccoli market is not one to encourage

heavy locdings. SR : . T

CABBAGE: California cabbage is in light supply in most areas of the state with t
. exception of the Imperial Valley, which is at this time approaching pes
production, The crop .in areas wther than Imperial will not be available in apopre
able volume until March. In.the Imperial Valley, the crop is generally in good
condition, and is producing excellent quality cabbage., It is quite likely that a
consideranle portion of the present crop will be used by the dehydrators., In Tes
conditions the first half of February were favorable for active harvesting of cab
Shipments were active during this period but were not in proportion to available
supplies. OCrops in the Coastal Bend section are coming into production and suppl
in the Lower Valley should continue plentiful for several weeks. Valley crops o
showing immrovement in quality, but there is still considerable tonnage of soft

cabbage.
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CABBAGE, Cont'd: 1In general; the Florida cabbage crop has made favoracble progress

in all main producing sections, although some remorts, indicating
jrregular cuality and ‘podr growth have been received. This is being attributed to
snferior secd. .In some outlying .areas, particularly in the northern mart of the
state, the weather has been too .dry and cool for satisfactory progress, wvut for the
pulk of the crop conditions have -been favorable. Cutting is becoming more select-
jve and only the best quality is being harvested. Available supplies should con-
tinue to .increase. The cabbage crop in Louisiana made §low_growth auring the »nost
two weeks because of excessive rain and cold weather. Recent near-freezing tommera-
tures caused some damage to plonts.

CARROTS: Tarvest of the California carrot crop is now cenfined to the Imperial Valla

except for a few late planted fields scattered throughout tae coastal
fdistricts. Qualtiy is generally good and roots are taking on the usunl 2igh color
of the desert deal., During the next three monthsthe Imperial Valley will furaish
the bulk of the carrots from California. o appreciable volume is expected rron
other districts until May. Supplies in Texas are plentiful and quelity is immroved
but movement during the past two weeks was materially below that of the same period
last year., The lighter movement from the Lower Valley, where crops inve been in
fairly good condition all season, was due to a limited demand. Tops in some of the
older crops are beginning to deterierate. Supplies will ecomtinue plentiful For the
hext three months, ' ‘ :

CAULIFLOYER: Loadings in California are originating mainly from plantings in the

Guadalupe area and in the San Jose-~ Centerville section. ZProduction
ill increase for the remainder of the month. Heavier loadings are e:pected voth
put of the Guodalupe and out of the Centerville district. At Roseburg, Oregon,
temperatures dipped below freezing on February 12 and 13 but there wns no serious
flamage t0 the winter cauliflower crop, which is concentrated principally in the
brea. Quality of the oop being marketed is good.

Harvest in the Central California districts has passed its penk. A fairly
‘heovy movement will continue during the remainder of Februrry from the

arex and from the Santa lMaria-Guadalupe district. The bulk of the loadings
ire now coming from the Chula Vista ares in Sen Diego County. The celery crop is
renerally in jood condition and is producing fairly heavy cuttings. Oarlot movement
rom Florida is approximately 15 percent less than for the .same perioc lr~st rear,
Bt this sap should be closed within the next few weeks. Condition of the winter

rop in all sections is reported to be ggod and yields are now turning out satisfact-
rily. Planting of the spring crop in the Lake Okeechobee section is nearing com—
letion, and is about half finished in the Oviedo section.

UCUMBERS: In Florida, a few cucumbers are being harvested in the Pompano areas but
the condition of the crop in this section is very poor. Prdctically all

the spring trough acreage in the Vauchula, Center Eill and Webster sections has

Pen planted and is up to a good stand. The open field crop in Lee and Collier

punties nas been planted. Planting of the main spring acreage around auchuls and

@ Lnke and Sumbor counties.is under way. Conditions in the Texas eorly cucumber

stricts continue to be favorable. Planting in the earliest sections is storted

pd most of the land in the later districts is prepared, with planting exmected to

(2rt the second half of February. An increase in acreage is indicated in oll nreas.

PLANT: Light supplies of Florida eggplant are still being shipped from fall

Plantings jn the Fort Myers, Winter Garden and Manatee sections., The main
nter crop in the Pompano ‘section has been very disappointing, because of tiie fail-~
€ of the nlants to. set fruit., Plants are in good condition and with nore favorable
ather, it is still possible to get a fair volume from this acreage.
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ESCAROLZ: 1In Florida, sunplles of escarole are available in the Manatee, Sanford

and Lake Okeechobee ‘sections. Conalﬁlons have not been favorahle Ffor
neavy marketings, : FA . .

LETTUCE: Harvest in- the California Imverial Valley is in its peak, aad shiwménts

should continue heavy for another 10 days. Quality of the lettuce being
harvested in senerally good, although sizes are not as large as they were 2 weeks
ago. iovenent during the next 2 weeks will probably fluctuate with the supplv of -
cars available for loading.  Plantings in the central coastal area are being thin<.
ned at the wresent time. The crop is making a slow growth because of the cold”
weather vhich has prevailed, As a whole, however, the acreage is generally in 2004
condition.

In Florida, the Boston lettuce deal is: practlcally over in the Sanford anc uanatee
sections., A light movement is now coming from a small acreage around McIlmtosh and
other scattered areas over the state. Iceberg, which 'is available in the Ruskin-
lianatee aren, the Lake Okeechobee -section and from small plantings in other areas,
is mostly oewnc consumed 1ocallv or in nearby southern markets. Quality is rehort.|
ed to be good. o . : : o

ONIONS: 1In South Texas, -early spring enion districts, fairly good progress wvas fade
roisture is becommng searce in the Raymondville section, but crops are: not‘
suffering. Ihuch-needed dry weather has nrevailed over the Coastal. Bend section,’
where early crops are showing much better nrogress than late plantlnou. Cropq in th
irrigated Laredo and Winter Garden sections experienced another brief cool spell
in Februory. UHo damage occurred but crops in these districts are about two weeks
later than usual, Transplanting of the,north Texas (late spring) crop is much
behind the usual schedule, Udfavorable 'weather has prevailed oyer most areas and -
growers are flndwng it difficult to get experienced field crews into fthe terr itory.
Plants are available in laree volume.. Surplus,.supnlies of plants are being nlaced |
in cold storaze, and will be accessible on short notice. ‘ :

Plantings of the California late spring (Bermuda) and early summer onion crops -have
made good. progress.during the past six weeks., Growers have been able to cultivate
their fields and clean up some of the weed growth which had developed Crop nios-
pects are good in nractically’ all dlstrlcts. ’

GREZN. PEAS: The Callfornla Imoerial Valley is now in ‘the peak of the spring éeql.
) e Valley got a late start because of the frosts in mid-Jamiary. -

In the coostal districts, a few small early planted fields in San Diego, Orange, ani
Santa Barbara Counties are now being harvested. Production from these early nlant-
ings is lis:t and is being used mainly in the losal markets. No appreciable quantif
is expected out of these areas until March or later, when, the larger acreages beoont
available., The movement of peas from Florida continues very light, as this' crop was
rather severely damaged by frost in late January. Production from plantings in the
Lake Okeechobee section, ‘which were made, during the latter part of Decenber ﬂnd.the
first of Janvary, should begin to move tne latter mart of February. ’

GREEN PiPP7RS: In Florlda dry weather has. affected the main winter acreage in ﬂw
, Pommano section. Plants are in fair condition but matured fruit:

is small. In the central countigs snrlng—crop plants are being transferred from the
seed beds to the open fields, - - SRR : - :

COMMERCIAL TARLY IRISH POTATOZS: 'In Florida, harvesting of the Dade county crop
. began-the week of January 30. The rate of dig-
1ng has been slow but should become mere active as the season advances. Yields
are light because of the severe dqmage by bllght. The bulk’ of this crop u1ll be
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COMMERCIAL TARLY IRISH POTATOES, Cont!di : tipved -during March., Harvesting of the

, S Fort lMyers crop is nearing completion.
In the Hastings and LaCrosse sections, planting of the main (early spring) crop
has been corpleted. Some of the early plantings around Hastings are up taa good
stand. In Texas, prospects for the early commercial potato crons are favorable.
Te Lower Valley spring crop. escaped damage from the January cold spell and is now
making good progress. Harly plontings are up to a good strand and conditions aore
favorable for the late crops. Irrigation has beer necessary in some areas recently,
but temperatures are fairly favorable for plant growth, Barly districts outside of
the Lower Volley mlanted actively the past week, but some areas of the Ecgle Loke-
Yharton district were too wet for active field work. Planting in central ond north-
east Texos vos getting started the middle of the month. . Moisture is »lentifuvl in
most of this area, with some sections too wet,

In California, the bulk of. the early acreage in Kern County will have Dbeen plonted
in another ten days, although growers will continue planting until March, In iern
County, seed has gone into the ground under very favorable cenditions. Somz of the
early -acreoge in the Edison district is up to good stands. However, tire bullz of the
acreage is not yet showing above, the ground. Plariting has been started in the pota-
to districts of Southern California, and the bulk of the acreage in Riverside and
San Bernardino sounties will be planted during the mext three weeks. Plmting of
the Louisiang potato crop has been delayed by heavy rains in January and Febiruory.
Plantings have been irregular and greatly delayed in all areas. Probably not more
than one~third of the total acreage had been planted to the middle of Februory,
compared with usual plantings of 90 to 95 percent of the crop by that date,

SHALLOTS:

In Louisiana weather during February has been more favorable for shallots,
but growth is still slow, and the spring crop continues to be somewhat 1

later than usual, The lack of proper field cultivation is expected to result in
low yields,

SPINACH: Shipments in Texas, continue active, with available supplies in excess of
demend, Additional dry-land areas have come into production with good

quality spinach., All areas will continue to have abundant supnlies throuszh most
of April,

UASH: In Florida, plantings of squash made after the cold weather in late Decem-

ber are coming into bearing. Supplies are increasing ~nd, barring unfavor-
ble weather, a good volume will be maintained.. Most of this winter accreoge is
ocated along the lower East Coast from Fort Pierce to Homestead.

EUWEEERIES: The Florida strawberry deal around Plant City is now in full swing.

Plants have suffered from lack of moisture where irrigation is not
vailable, Z2ecent high winds whipped the ‘plants rather badly, lowerinz, to some
xtent, quality of fruit now being picked. In Louisiana, recent low temperatures
illed first settings of blooms and berries. Although plant growth was retorded
emmor~rily, beds generally are in good ‘condition and should resume normol Zrowth
ithout serious interruption if conditions from now on are favorable. Corlot ship-
ents are expected to begin the latter part of March.

HATOES: The Florida winter acreage in Dade, Broward and Collier counties is slow
in coming into production. Volume has been light and will continue light
I the remainder of February. The pehk mMovement is expected during the lotter

T of March. Condition of the crop in Broward and Collier counties &s good. In

de county, where the largest acreage is located, condition is only fair., The

der pPlontings were damaged by frosts and the later plantings are setting very light
Ops. lluch of the acreage which is located near the potato area is badly affected
th blight and yields from this acreage will be very low. '
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TOMATOES, Cont'ds The Florida spring croo in the Indian River and Manatee €ections
is making good progress. In the central counties, seed dkds are
in good condition, with some acreage teing seeded in the field, Harvesting of the
California Immerial Valley tomato crop has been resumed and light shipments will
continue for another two weeks. The bulk of the acreaZe-in the Imperial Valley -will
not be available before May. Production is not expected to' increase materially -
before ‘April 1. Laooan ;

Progress of the Teéxas: Lower Valley (Barly Sprlng) crops has been satisfactory. Sur-
face moisture is becoming-depleted in most sections, but most of this acreage is
subject to irrigation. Seed beds-in the areas (Late:Spring) outside of the Lower
Valley are in good condition. -Setting of plantsito the fields has started in a few
of the earliest districts, but field work in the important areas (Bast Texas) will '
not get started until the enrly pswt of March. hoisture conditions in the Late
Spring districts are generally” favorabdble, and -land 1s in good condition for earlier-
than-usual planting.
WATERMELONS: In theloan%urg.rlor1da area, planting is nearing completlon, with.
mich of the early acreage up and growing. Indications are that grow-
ers will exceed -their early intentions in this area. The demand for 'seed in the
sections farther notth has been ususually heavy, and a considerable expan31on in- -
acreage for the state as a whole 1s ‘expected. ‘

LATE REPORT FROM ARIZONA .

BROCCOLI: Harvest of late plantings in the Salt River Valley is now general. HMove-
ment in solid carlots is ‘expected to- continue at the present rate through

February, Considerable volume, however, is moving in mixed cars. Weather continues

favorable onc exceptionally good quality should be maintained. B '

CABBAGE: Late plantings in the Salt River and Yuma Valleys are providing present

supplies. Shipnents in solid. carleots ‘should contimuie in small.volume
through February. - Movenent'’ 1n mlxed cars 1s sexpected to be significant throughout
the marketing wneriod. : ‘

CARBOTS: Supwnlies in the Salt River Valley will continue in moderate volume wuntil

late plantings come into production in HMarch and April. Harvest in the
Yuma Valley should increase late in February. A larger-than-usual proportion of
the movement this season has been in mixed cars.

CAULIFLOVZR: liost of the fields in the Salt River Valley are now cleaned up and the

season's Harvest will soon be completed. Moderate temperatures during
February have been conducive to favorable development of heads. High quality nas
been maintained tiiroughout most of the deal., - , '

LETTUCE: Preésent supplies are coming almost entirely from fields in the Yuma Valley

wirere prospects appear favorable for heavy yields. Light cuttings from
some midseason acreage in the Salt River Valley may continue through to the openim
of the spring marketing season late in February. Late plantings are developing well
and yields ore expected to be heavy.






