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Conditions for truck-crop growth and development in the first half of March ranged
from unfavorable to moderately favorable, the Bureau of Agricultural Lconomics
reported today., In Florida, weather conditions were generally favorable for hardy
crops-.such ‘as ‘cabbage, celery, and escarole but were unfavorable for moct tender
cropss “Texas weather was reasonably favorable, both for growing crops in the

early isections and for planting truck crops in the late-spring areas, In Califorma,
however, low temperatures, which prevailed in all sections, slowed the growth of
both young -@nd maturing crops. Although rains slowed field operations in Arizona,
the improved moisture situation in that State is encouraging. Cool, dry weather

in Louisiana was ideal for planting of spring crops but in Mississippi,, Tennessee,
North Carolina, and South Carolina' wet weather has delayed planting of spring crops,

In Florida, températures -and atmospheric conditions were generally conducive to
the development: of plant diseases and made control more difficult, The week of
March 9 was very unsettled, with unusually high winds at the beginning and end of
the week, Fairly heavy rains in éentral Florida on the night of March 1l caused
minor damage in low places. Light scattered frosts occurred in north and central
Florida on the morning of March 17. Very little damage has been reported from
this recent cold in the central:Florida sections, but in north I'lorida, where the

- spring: crops were already delayed, progress will be further retarded and some re-
plantihg necessary, S '

Although tHe supply of irrigation water in the Lower  Valley of Texas is still low, "
temperatures:the first half of March were favorable and crops that survived the
late: February cold spell and have had some irrigation are making good recovery.
Spring=-crop plantings in’ the non-irrigated early sections that were favored with
late. February and’ early March rains made fairly good growth, and additional plant-
ings were made in theése areas. At mid-month, moisture was still deficient in part
of the non~irrigated Coastal Bend and Raymondville sections, and' crops, particularly
onions, made very poor progress.’ 'Moisture conditions are favorable in most late
spring areas and planting was active by the middle of March,

vegetable sections except the desért valleys received an inch or more of precipita-
tions In the'central and rorthern’ parts of the State many sections received two

or more inches, These‘continudus\héavy rains restricted field activity curing this
period and-caused a- further delay in planting of some crops for summer harvest,
Lxcept for asparagus, the volume of present harvests has not been reduced seriouslye.

.A series of cold rains swept' California during the first two weeks of March and all
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ARTICHOIES: Vinter (Celif.) Artichoke supplies are increasing but production is |
’ being restricted by cool weather. Excessive rainfall vhich has
kept fields weaterlogged has been detrimental to the crop. Recent frosts have dis-
colored exposed buds in fields in -colder locations. Supplies should increase during
the next two weeks but may remain lighter than normal for this season of the year.

ASPARAGUS: Early Spring (Celif., Oreg., Yash., S.C.) The continuous cool weather
of the past two weeks in California has delayed the start
of asparagus harvest in volume in the principal producing Delta District. Crop
prosnects are excellent, and as soon as temperatures reach levels favorable for
spear development, supplies will be available in volume. Recent frosts have delayed
harvesting but have not caused any appreciable damage. Light cuttings of asparagus
from fields in the southern San Joaquin Valley, Imperial Valley, and the Los Angeles
area have been moving into the Los Angeles market. South Carolina's asparagus crop
is in good condition. Shipping will be general by the end of the month and heaviest

in early April.

LIMA BEAVS: Winter (Fla.) The volume of lima beans from the small winter crop in
the Pompeno-Delray section is expected to continue very light
for the next few weeks. The crop is only in fair condition.

Spring (Fla., Ga., S.C.) Indications are that the acreage of lima
beans for spring harvest in Florida will be materially. reduced
from last year. In the important Hawthorne section of North Florida, most of the
acreage vas planted during the second half of Februery. The bulk of the crop is now
up and growing, but progress has been slow and stands will be irregular due to ex-
cessive rains and cool weather. Planting in South Carolina is expected to begin the
last week in March. - ‘

SNAP BEAWS: . Winter (Fla.) In the Pompeno and Dade County sections, harvesting is
expected to continue active for several weeks. Recent weather
conditions, particularly the high winds, have lowered the quality of the prospective
marketings for the remainder of lMarch. The volume from these two important winter
areas 1s being supplemented by increasing supplies from the Everglades section. The
pole bean crop in Dade County is generally im fair condition.

Early Spring (Tex., Fla.) Conditions were favorable in the Lower Valley
of Texas for the early plantings to make good growth.

Some replanting was necessary in part of the area following the late February frosts,
but some acreage in the east end of the Valley escaped damage and is expected to
furnish a light harvest starting the early part of April. liost of the late areas—-
central and eastern counties-~have sufficient moisture for early plantings to get a
good start. Planting of the spring crop of snap beans in Florida has largely been
completed except in the North Florida section where some replanting is still being
done. ' In the important Everglades section where a slightly reduced acreage is in
prospect, the crop is generally making good progress. Light harvesting is now in
progress on acreage originally intended for late winter harvest and if no setbacks
occur, this deal should reach its full volume in early April. Late plantings of

snap beans in the Pompeno and Dade County sections are expected to continue to fur=.
nish a fair volume during the first half of.April. Snap beens in the Central Florida
sections, principally around Plant City, Webster, and Sanford, are generally meking
faeir to good progress with light harvesting expected to start in early April. 1In (”‘
North Florida, much replanting has been necessary and the crop is generally delayed. '--
A few of the earliest fields may start to pick around the middle of April, but most

of this acreage will harvest during early ilay. The pole bean crop is generally in L
fair condition. The recent high winds generally reduced yield prospects on all g
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’ SNAP BEANS: Early Spring (Cont!d.) crops which were 0old enough to be ‘staked. " In.
Dade County, considerable late plantings have been made
and thls section is expectéd to continue in active harvést throughout most of April.
In the llanatee~Ruskin-Plant City section, very light harvesting is expected around
the first of April with active harvest by m1d-Apr1l

Mid-Spring (Celif., La., iiss., Ala., Ga., S.C.) In California, recent
cold and wet weather has retarded early fields of snap

beans in Coachella Valley 'and San Diego County and has delayed seeding of mid-season
acreage in the Los Angeles area. Start of spring harvest may be somewhat - ‘later than
usual. ‘In Southern California, field moisture conditions for snap beans are favor-
able as a result of generous winter rains. Although planting of Louisiana snap _
beans. wasg active during the first half of March, & lerge portion of the crop is yet
to be planted. Because of cool weather very few beans are up. In Mississippi,
planting of snap beans will begin the latter half of lMerch. Land preparations for
plant1ng are being retarded- by wet soils. . ' ' o

Late Spring.(¥.C., Ark., Va. ) In Worth Carolina plenting in some areas
is expected to get under way as soon as weather permits,
becomlng general by April 1.

BEETS: Spring (La., §.C., N.C., Va.) In South Carolina, beet harvest is expected
to begin around March 20 and become generzl by the end of the month.
Condltlon of the crop varies but as a whole is considered good. North Carolina's
beet crop is up to a good stand and is in good condition.” Low temperatures and ex-
- cessive moisture have made the crop a2 little later than normel. With favorable
weather conditions, harvest should begin around iiay 10-15.

BROCCOLI: Spring (Calif.) Low temperatures of the past two weeks have slowed the
development of both young and maturing broccoli and have held

back any increase in shipments. Rain has also hampered hzrvest. At present temper-

ature levels, no:ilncrease in supplies can be expected, but warmer weather would re-

- sult in heavier production. Continued rain has kept waterlogged some late fields of
broccoli that were planted on heavy, poorly drained soils, and has prevented satis-
factory plant development. Some acreage abandonment is possible, and lowered produc-
tion is likely on such fields. Excessive moisture is also- adversely affecting the
carrying quality of. some broccoli.

GABBAGE' Ninter (Calif . Ariz. ,» Tex., Fla.) Recent cool weathér in California has
prolonged the harvest of late fields of cabbage in the Imperial
Valley, but only a limited tonnage remains to be cut. Production is increasing in
the South Goastal section but is being restricted by market conditions. Only the
better quality heads are being harvested from mature fields. A small carlot deal
is developing in San Diego County but the volume of this movement vill depend on
market demand. Additional acreage will become aveileble for cutting during the next
two weeks and heavier production is expected. Supplies of cabbage have continued
plentiful in Texas, with considerable tonnage being left in the fields since the
latter part of February because of the market situation. Most marketings during the
Past two weeks have been from areas that have had some water, and quality has been
fairly good. Only the best quality will be cut from now on, with harvest expected
to end by early April. Hervesting of the Florida winter cabbage crop reached its
Peak level during the first half of larch. Ueak market conditions caused some vost-
ponement in harvesting, resulting in some fields becoming over-ripe. Considerable
abandonment has taken place during the nast two weeks. The crop is well past the
halfway mark so far as acreage harvested is concerned, but a good volume continues
in prospect during the remainder of March with a declining volume indicated during
April.
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CABBAGE: Zarly Spring (La., Miss., Ala., Ga., S.C.) The spring cabbege crop in
South Carolina is in fair to good condition. Shipping is
expected to begin during the week of March 23 but little volume is likely before
ipril 1 with heaviest movement during the last half of April. Mississippl cabbage
fields have been too wet for much cultivetion or. side dressing, but growth of plants
is about up to normal for mid-iarch.

Late Spring (8 States) Transplanting of thé North Carolina cabbage crop
. has been completed. The stands are fair but the crop has
made little progress because of the cold weather and excesdive rain. In general the
crop is about 2 weeks late. Vith.favorable weather conditions from now on, harvest
should begin about the first of May. Field setting of Tennessee cabbage has made
slow progress 2s a result of wet weather. Setting was started in late February and
is expected to be finished about lMarch 20.

CANTALOUPS: Spring (Celif.,, Fla., Ariz.) Recent cool weather has slowed the devel-~
opment of centaloups in the Desert areas of California, but be-~
cause of favorable temperatures in February the crop has made satisfactory progress
to date. Caps are being removed from the covered acreage at the present time.

Mid-Summer (12 States) Planting of early fields in California has begun
in the San Joaquin Valley at Delano and in Western Fresno

County, and seeding will be active during the balance of March. Recent rains will
necessitate the re-planting of some fields due to crusting. Conditions during. the
past two weeks in the early sections of Texns were favorable for crops that survived
the late February cold spell. There was considerable "capped" acreage that was not
affected by the cold spell, and those plantings made exceptionally good growth in
the past two weeks. Planting in some of the later areas was getting started around
mid~liarch, and most late areas have emple moisture for their early plantings to got

a good start.

CARROTS: Winter (Calif., Ariz., Tex., La.) Owing to merket conditions, there has
been little change in the level of production of California Imper-
ial Valley carrots during the past two weeks. Some expansion will be possible during
the last half of lMarch as more acreage reaches maturity, but increased volume is not
a certainty. Quality of both roots and tops has improved during the past two weeks
and is now generally good. Light shipments continue from the Yuma area of Arizona
with an occasional car from Phoenix. In Texas, shipments of good quelity carrots
continued active from both the Lower Valley and Winter Garden districts. Plantings
in the Winter Garden were timed for harvest to end by late March to early April, but
the Lower Valley has ample acreage for active harvest to continue throughout April.
Market conditions, however, will have a bearing on whether all of the remaining acre-

age will be held for harvest.

Spring (Calif., Ariz.) The spring crop in Arizona is expected to start
moving in heavier volume from the Salt River Valley around the
middle of April. Rain and cool weather have held back the development of the crop

and slowed harvesting and shipping operations.

OAULIFLOVER: Winter (4 States) Shipments of cauliflower declined sharply during the
first half of March in Florida and are expected to continue but

at a declining rate with the active shipping season drawing to a close around the ,( 

first of April.

™
¥
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,‘CAULIELOWER: Early Spring (Calif., Oreg.) Because of cool weather, cauliflower

1

i
)
b

_ production declined during the first half of March in
California's producing sections. Warmer weather will be required to bring about an
increase in volume. The bulk of the present supplies for the carlot trade are
originating in the Santa iaria area. Production in Alameda County is quite light
this season. Adeaguate supnlies of cAanliflower are available for local markets in
the Los Angeles area. Freezers are taking some cauliflower in both the San Fran--
cisco Bay and Santa iiaria areas at the present time.

CELERY: Winter (Fla., Calif., Ariz.) Recent weather conditions in Floride have

. been favorable for improved yields on most of the remaining acreage
of the winter crop. Shipments increased materially during the first half of March
owing to these improved yields. - With favorable weather, continued good yields are
in prospect from the remainder of this winter acreage. A continuestion of present
prices would cause some restriction in volume. ilost sheds in California's San

Diego County have finished their season's operztions, and only 1ight shipments of
celery will be made from California during the next two weeks. Hervest will con-
tinue on the limited acreage remaining in San Diego, Orange, end Ventura Counties
and the southern San Joaquin Valley. Local market supplies will be plentiful dur-
ing the last half of iiarch. Some celery is still available in the Salt River Valley
of Arizona. The deal probably will be completed by the end of the month.

- Spring (Fla., Calif.) Practically all setting of spring celery in Florida
was completed around the middle of larch. Conditions have gener-
ally been favorable for spring plantings and most crops are in fair to good condi-
tion. In California, planting of the bulk of the acreage in the Venice section of
Los Angeles County has been completed, but setting has been delayed on late fields
by a shortage of plants. Plantings in southern Los Angeles County will continue info
April. To date, the crop hes made good progress although it is a little later than
last season., Harvest should begin the first week in April, zbout the normel date.

SWEET CORN: Winter (Fla.) The volume of sweet corn increased materially during
the first half of liarch and a further increase is indicated

during the last half of the month as more late winter acreasge in the Everglades
—cotrgs—intoproduction—In this important corn producing section and in the other
smaller sections of south Florida, recent weather conditions have been favorable for
leaf blight, and yield prospects have generally been reduced. Most of the acreage
in the Pompano-Boynton end Dade County sections has been harvested, but a few late
fields, particularly in Dade County, will still furnish a light production.

Spring (Fla.) Plenting in the important Everglades section was mostly
completed by the middle of March, but a few growers are still

plenting. The younger plantings for spring harvest generally are in god condition,
but future weather and the effectiveness of disease and insect control will largely
determine the outcome of the crop. Production in this section should be heaviest
during April and the first half of May with some harvesting continuing into June.
In the lianatee-Ruskin section, the crop is in fair to good condition with light har-
vesting expected to start around mid-April. In the important Zellwood section,
plenting has been active since the last week of Februcry. Zerly reports indicote
little or no frost demage from the cold of iiarch 17. Young plantings =t Senford are
meking fair progress, with some fields showing mineral deficiency at this time.
Heavy rains in late February delayed land preparation and planting in the Starke-—
Lawtey section of North Florida but planting is now in progress. In North Carolina,
planting has just begun in the YVilmington area and growers in other areas are waiting
for the weather to clear up to begin their planting.
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CUCMBERS: * Winter (Fla.) The small acreage of winter cucumbers in south Florida
that survived the adverse weather of early February will contime
to furnish a limited production during the remainder of March and into early April.
Imports from Cuba, which are being repacked at points a2long the East Coast, consti-
tute the bulk of the shipments now moving from the State.

Early Spring (Fla., Tex.) The spring cucumber crop in Florida is in
only fair condition owing to adverse weather conditions.
In the important Immokalee-Fort liyers section, the spring plantings hove generally
made a fair recovery from the setback incurred in late February. Harvest of this
spring crop is expected to start around April 5 to 10. Spring plantings in the Pom-
pano-Fort Pierce area range from poor to fair condition, with light harvesting from
this acreage to get underway in late March.- The covered acresge in the Wauchula and
Webster, soctions is making fair progress. Very light harvesting has started on this
acreage, end it will be after the first of April before this acreage gets in active
harvest. Open field plantings in the Wauchula, Webster, Plant City, and Winter Gar-
den sections were mostly made in February. Production from the earliest of this
open field acreage should become active during the second half of April, with the
bulk of the plantings in active harvest 2round the first of lMay. In the ilanatee-
Ruskin section, most of the plantings for spring harvest were seeded in late Febru-
ary and early March. Very little production from this acreage is expected before '
early May. Planting in North Florida started in late February. Some replanting
has been necessary. Earliest plantings are up, but the crop is generally delayed.
Only those cucumber crops in the Texas areas favored with the late February rains
have made satisfactory progress, despite favorable temperatures for growth in all
areas the past two weeks. Iloisture is still deficient in the important Ingleside
area, and hard winds in the Felfurrias section coused some damage to young plantings.
Planting in the Riviera section sterted about the usual time--from mid to late Feb-
ruary--but most of the acreags was not up to a stand until early in March. Preseat
prospects point to very little production until late April, and all sectlons will
need additional moisture for reasonable yields to be expected.

Lete Spring (7 States) Planting of cucumbers in North Carolina has
started in the Wilmington area. In other early truck crop
areas, where rainfall hes been excessive planting will begin as soils dry out.

EGGPLANT: Winter (Fla.) Eggplant shipménts during the remainder of March are ex-
pected to continue in fairly steady volume. Normally some sea=

sonel increese can be expected at this time, but cullage from searring ceused by
the recent high winds in the Pompano section may prevent this increase.

Spring (Fla.) In the south Florida areas, the younger acreage is in
only fair condition owing to adverse weather. The Pompano,
Everglades, and Fort lyer s~Immokalee sections are expected to be the principal
sources of supply during April and most of May. Young plantings in the Plant City
and lienatee sections sre in ordinary to fair condition with very limited production
in prospect before ilay. Setting to the field in north Florida started the first

week of liarch.

ESCAROLE: Winter (Fla.) Continued good supplies of escarole and chicory are in
prospect for the next few weeks. Growlng conditions generally
have been favorable. Slow market conditions have resulted in some sbandonment. The
Everglades is the principal source of supply, supplemented by some volume from '
Zellwood and limited harvestings from minor areas. '
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.LETTUCE' Winter (Ariz., Calif., Fla. ) Tex.) Lettuce production is now declining
in- Imperial Valley, California and shipments will drop off rapidly

! during the balance of Iarch Heavy supnlles had been sustained for a longer than

R normal period by recent cool weather. The ugusually heavy yields this year have re-

; sulted in substantially heavier ahipmente than in 1951, despite a sharp cut :in

. acreage. At Blythe, production is increesing. In Florida, shipments declined

. sherply during the first half of March end Drospects are for light supplies during

. the remainder of the season. The Everglades and Zellwood will be the principal
sources of supply. There are scattered plentings in minor areas which 2re growm

- mostly for local consumption. The usuel small acrecage for late’ harvest in. the “inte
Garden section of Texas is now in production, and hervest is expected to continue in
fair volume for the next 30 days. A light movement has continued from the Lower
Valley, but most of the Valley acreage was harvested by the middle of ilarch. ’

Early Spring (Ariz., Calif., Ga., S.C., N.C.) Development of the spring
, deal in Arlzona has been slowed by cool weather in_ both the
. Phoenix and Yuma areas. Cutting started on a small scale in the Phoenix srea on
. liarch 13 but progress was 1nterrupted by rains. - The main part of the Phoenix deal
- probably will not stert moving until about the last week of liarch or early in April,
 with peek movement not likely until nesr the middle of the month. The Phoenix sea-
. son is about three weeks later than last yeer, with prospects still uncertain due
i fo unsettled weather ‘conditions. In California, early spring lettuce has been re-
| tarded by recent cool weather, but the crop is in good condition in all sections.
I Harvest has been delayed about one week by low temveratures and it now anpears prob-
able that volume supnlies will not be available until after April 15. In South
Carolina, prospects contlnue favorable with most of the erop in good to excellent
condition., Harvest is expected to begin around April 1 and reach a peak during the
4 latter part of April North Carolina's crop is in good condition and stands are
i good. However, owing to cool, damp weather, growth has been slow and the crop is
about 2 weeks late. Harvest is expected to begin the last week in April, reaching
volume during the first vweek in May.

Summer (Calif., Colo., N.Y.) Rains during the past two weeks in .Cali-
fornia have not permitted-growers in Central Cosst sections to
seed a normal acreage of lettuce for June harvest, and because of wet fields, it is
not likely that seeding can be resumed for several deys It appears probable that
June. supplies will be short. 2

ONIONS: Early Sprlng,(Texas) Condltlons were favorable for development of onions
in all irrigated districts and in the non-irrigated -sections

that received lote: February rains. Temperatures during the past two weeks were fav-

orable for maturing advanced onions, except for brief cool spells over each week end

¢ and young onions in all irrigeted sections mede rapid growth. There is some acro—

i 2ge in both the Coastal Bend and RaymondV1lle non-irrigated areas that did not re-

ceive much rain during late February, and yields on this acreage are exnected to be

ﬂ very light. In some fields, prospective yields are so poor that growers are pull-

1 ing green onions. Harvest was becoming fairly active by iierch 15 and solid carlot

movement, vhich had shown a material gain on the 1lth and 15th, was expected to show

a further increese starting the week of ilarch 17. lUovement during the last half of

March is expected from the Raymondville Laredo, and Coastal Bend districts. The

{1 "inter Garden expecte to start shipping the early part of Anril elthough a small

| acreage may be ready by the last of iiarch.

o
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ONIONS: Late Spring (Calif., Ariz., La., Tex., Ga.) Early onions .im gll sections

of California are meking good progress. Conditions-in-the -
late spring areas of north Texas did not permit grovers to get all of their intended
acreage plented. Areas that were favored with ample moisture for transplenting have
hed additionzl reins and most plantings have made satisfactory growth. Total plént-
ings are expected to be considerably under growers® early intentions to plant, with
the most significent reduction occurring in the early sections where moisture has
been deficient ell winter.

Late Summer (17 States) The late onions thet hzve been planted in Cali-
fornia are meking good progress. Planting was delayed by
rains and wet filelds and a consliderable acreage was scheduled to be seeded during
ilarch., Recent rains have further delayed planting end it is possible that growers
will not plant 2s much acreage as they intended.

GREEN PEAS: Vinter (Fla., Tex., Calif.) Harvest is under way on a small acreage in
Imperial Valley, California. These fields were planted for
February harvest but were damaged by freezing temperatures in January. Light ship-
ments will continue during the remainder of March.

Eerly Spring (Calif., lilss.; §+67;%.C.) The South Carolina crop is in fair
to good condition. Progress has been somewhat delayed by cool
weather and hervest is not expected to begin until near the end of April.

PEPPERS: T'Hnter (Fla.) The effects of adverse growing conditions in South Florida
during February showed up in reduced volume during the first half
of iiarch. Condition of the crop i1s reported to be Jjust fair at this time. While in-
dications now ere for a continued good movement from the south Florida section, both
quelity end sizes are expected to decline as the season progresses. The importent
Pompano section will continue to be the principal source of supply, supplemented by
lighter supplies from Fort Myers and slightly increasing supplies from the Everglades

Soring (Fla.) Lote plentings in the Pompano section, which will provide

: supplies during the spring season, are reported to be in only fair
condition owing to the adverse weather in recent weeks. ' The younger plantings in the
Everglades have been subjected to similar growlng conditions, and prospects are only
fair. In the importent Plant City area, the orop is well advanced. Light harvest-
ing hes sterted from a few very early plentings, but a substantial volume will not
develop until after April 15. The bulk of the crop'is expected to move in llay.
Transplanting has been completed in the 'ebster and Sanford sections and the young
crops are growing nicely. In the north Florida sections, transplanting started the
first week in llarch and most of the eacreege has been set at this time.

POTATOES, EARLY COIMERCIAL: ‘'inter (Tex., Fla.) In Florida's important Dade County
section harvest is expected to continue st its

peak level during the remainder of ilarch with some movement continuing into April.
Yields on later plantings are lighter than those obtained earlier in the season.

Early Spring (Fla., Tex.) In the important Hastings section of Florida, the
crop is generally in good condition, and excellent yields are
in prospect. It is possible thet the heavy rains early in the growing season may
heve leached out sufficient fertilizer to reduce yields, but this condition is not
apperent ot this time. Digging of some early fields is expected in late liarch, but (
it vill be the second week in Anril before harvesting becomes general. The crop ‘
around LaCrosse is making wery good wrogress. In the Everglades, average condition
of the spring crop is only feir. Progress of the Texas Lower Valley crop wes retarded
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heavy frosts thet reasched into part of

“POTATOES, EARLY COMMERCIAL: ZFEarly Spring (Contfd) by the cool spell and light to

the area in late February. With most of the acreage being in the extreme eesstern
part of the Valley, damage was light and limited largely to retarding of growth. A
small acreage is expected to be ready for harvest by the latter part of March, but
most of this year's crop will not be ready until early April. All of the crop is
exnected to be harvested within a two to three week period. :

Late Spring (Callf La., Miss., CAls. ., Ga., S.C., Tex., Okla., Ark., Tenn.,
N.C.) Planting of early potatoes 1n California has been com—

pleted in”the Sam Joaquin Valley but some acreage is still teing planted in the
Perris Valley and Chino sections. Early fields in Kern County's Edison District
have made fair progress to date but their development has been slowed by periods of
cool weather. It may be mid-April before the first cer is loaded. Conditions in
the early sections of Texas were favorable for planting and in the later areas some
acreage was being planted around the middle of the month. Most sections have ample
moisture for plentings to come up to good stands and March temperatures, generslly,
have been favorable for growth. Plenting of commercial early potatoes in Tennesseeb
Coffee and Franklin county area started about iierch 1 and most growers expect to
finish by theend of iarch. Wet weather has delayed this operation. Growers are
showing little interest in the crop, and a sharply reduced acreage is in prospect.
Cumberland Plateau growers expect to plent in April. Planting in some North Carolin:
areas has been seriously hampered by excessive rain, and only limited acreage was
planted during the first half of liarch. In the “Yeeksville area, only about one-
fourth' of - the. crop had been planted by iiarch 15 and much of that acrezge will have

to be. replanted. In the Currituck area, little or no replanting has been necessery

and some of the plants have surfaced. IA the Carterst-Pamlico area, some replanting
has been necessary but npot to any large extent. ™ith favorable weather condltlons,
all pla ntlng in the State should be completed by ilarch 25.

Summer (9 States) Planting of 'the Texas Panhendle!s summ>r crop was started
in a light way the week of ilarch 10-15, and most growers exnect to
be plenting actively dur1ng the ~week of the 17th.

SHALLOTS: Sprlng (La.) HerVest of the spring crop is in full swing. The cool, dry
weather has been very good for growth.

SPINACH: 'inter (Tex,, ‘La., Calif ‘ M1ss ) In Texas, supplies have been available

in fair volume from the Yinter Garden and Bagle Pass sections.
Conditions have been favorable in these areas for the acrea ge that was vlanted for
March harvest, and shipments are expected to continue until the end of the month.
Movement in April, if eny,- 1d11 be very light, Harvest in the Greenville, Missise -
312pi area will. contlnue through March.,

SQUASH: Winter (Fla ) Effects of the cold winds in late Februery were reflected in
a rather sharp reduction in volume during the first half of Herah.
Some 1mprovement in supplies is expected during the second half of the month, el-
though the average condition of the crop at this time is only fair. The principal
source of supplies during the remeinder of liarch will be the lower East Coast sec-~
tions supplemented by a 1light volume from the West Coest end Plant City sections.

SEring (Fla ) The crop in the important Plent City section is well advenced
Occasional early filelds are now being harvested but it will
be late liarch before the. bulk of the acreage in this section is ready for hervest.

In the iicIntosh section of North Florida, a much reduced acreage is in prospect. Con-
siderable replanting has been necessesry and the average maturity of the crop has

generally been deleyed by unfavorable owing conditions. Light harvest -
Pected to start around the middle of A%:i € & Tvesting is ex
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STRAWBZRRIES: Yinter (Fla.) Shipments declined during the first half of Mareh and
while growing conditions have not been favorable during the
last few weeks, fairly steady supplies are in prospect during the remainder of
iarch. The principal source of supply will be the Plant City~Wauchula-Yebster sec-
sion. Harvesting during April will depend largely on market conditions and compe=
tition from other sections. In the Starke-Lawtey section of North Florida, cold,
w0t weather has greatly curtailed harvesting during the past few weeks. This small
producing section should reach active harvesting during the latter part of March and
should continue to be a source of light supplies throughout April.

Ezrly Spring (La., Ala., Tex,, Calif.) Progress of the Louisiana crop has
been further delayed by cool weather. Shipments have been
light and heavy movement is not expected before the end of March. Because of cooler
weather and rain, Californials crop is not as early this year as it was in 1951.
thile some picking may start the latter part of March in Southern California, no
slgnificant supplies will be produced. Plants in all sections are beginning to
bloom but have not yet developed a heavy crop of blossoms. April supplies are ex-—

pected to-be lighter than in 1951.

Mid-Spring (S.C,, N.C., Tenn., Ark., Okla., Kens., Mo., Ill., Ky., Va., Md.,

' Del., Calif.) In South Carolina, plants are in good condition
and prospects: for a good crop continue. Plants are blooming rather freely and a
fair set of berries hed formed by March 15. Shipping is expected to begin around
April 15. The present outlook for North Carolina's crop is good. Frost on the night
of ilarch 15 did very little, if any, damage as practically no blooms had opened.
Fertilization and mulching have been delayed by heavy rains and only about Y0 percent
of. the crop had been mulched by mid-iarch. Activity of the red spider has been very
light. Full bloom is expscted about the first week in April, and with favorable
woather conditions picking should begin around April 20, reaching volume around the
first week of -liay. Development of the Tennessee plants has been delayed somewhat by
cool, ‘wet weather. The. delay has probably been beneficial since blooms are often
killed in the first or second week of April. Some early blooms were killed on larch
5. Beds damaged by drought last summer-and poor stands in some fields are likely to
result in below average yields this season. Reports indicate that the drought dam-
age was greater in West Tennessee then in other areas.

TOMATOES: Winter (¥Fla.) Harvesting is repidly drawing to a close and will finish up
: in early April. Quallty of current marketings are very variable

with large to small sizes.

Barly Spring (Fla , Tex., Calif.) In Florida, plantings in Dade County have
made a fair recovery from the unfavorable growing conditions
°f recent weeks. This acreage is expected to furnish a good volume during April and
sarly May. In the Immokalee section, the spring crop has mede a failr recovery end
nervesting should stert in early April with the bulk of the crop gZetting into active
aarvest by mid-April. The Fort Pierce-Okeechobee~Indiantown spring crop is in fair
to good condition. Light harvesting is expected to get underway in late March with
most of the crop ready for picking around mid-April.  The lManatee-Ruskin section is
expected to start harvesting in late llarch, but it will be late April before volume
production is reached. Crops in the Wauchula-Plant City section are in fair condi-
tion end are in about the sazme stage of advancement as the main acreege in the Man-
atee-Ruskin section. The crop around "ebster is mostly set or thinned. In the
Oxford-Belleview-QOcala section, plantings are very irreguler. Considerable replant-{
ing has been mecessary and the crops have generally been retarded. Progress of the
Lower Valley crop in Texas was seriously retarded by the late February cold spell
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’TOI&ATOES:' Barly Spring (Cont'd:) that brought light to hecavy frosts over most of
- o R ~ . the Valley. " The lowest temperatures were in the west end
i of the Valley where plantings are the heaviest and plants of all ages vere damaged.
\ There was considerable advanced acreage with plants holding a fair set and with
‘'plents in bloom. . These plants were damaged- to some extent, although not completely
' destroyed: Some ‘younger plants on acreages that had been thinned were killed, but
“no total loss of acreage from frost alone was reported. There was some acreage,
‘however, with only falr stands as a result of the limited water supply, on which ad-
ditional plant losses from the frosts made it impracticable to hold the acreage for
" production. Prior to the cold spell harvesting wes expected to begin the eeorly
part of liarch but now very little production is expected until after the middle of
April. iiost fields at Niland in Imperial Valley, California were pruned back in
Februaery. Recent temperatures have been too low to favor a heavy set and esrly pro-
duction may be quite light. No significant supplies.will be available until lote
Anril.

Late Spring (Tex., La., iss., S.C., Ga., Ala.) In Texes, conditions dur-

‘ ing the past two weeks were generally favorable. Exceptions
were the Falfurrias section, where high winds during the second week in liarch caused
some damage, and the Ingleside section, where moisture is deficient. The Yoakum
crop is in exceptionally good condition, being a little further advanced than usual
a2t this date. In the Marlin and Bremond sections, setting of plants to the fields
was started the week of March 10, and both areas heve favorable moisture conditions.
Transferring of plants to cold frames hes started in the area around Jacksonville,
and most of the land in this erea is ready for setting of plants. Hot-bed plents in
the Avery section are in good condition, and some will be reedy for the cold frames
soon after the middle of lLarch. liost sections have ample moisture for transplanting
to set a good start.

! Early Summer (11 States) In California, planting has been completed in the

' Southern San Joaquin Valley but is continuing at ierced. Re-
cent frosts have served to retard plant develomment, but as fields were protected by
ceps or firing, no damage occurred. In San Diego County, planting of covered fields
has been completed but open acreage is still being set. Plant beds in Tennessee are
making good growth and should be ready for transplenting at the usual time.

Gl .

WATERMELONS: Late Spring (Calif., Fla.) The condition of the Florida crop is very
| irregular as the result of adverse weather for growing
and favorable conditions for disease (mostly gummy stem blight). In the South
Florida sections, some early plantings are making good growth and have set young
melons, but condition of most of the crops is just feir. In the central Floridsa
area, considerable replanting has been necessary. There are a fow well advanced
fields, but most of the acreage is late with spotted stends. In north Florida, some
acreage is up and some replanting is being done. Present prospects are for a light
movement of early melons. iiost of the acreage will be later than usual.

|

LATE REPORT FROL ALABAA
Temperatures during the past two weeks hzve generally been below normal. Light
iy frosts were frequent eerly in the period in centrel and northern arees, but no
i freezes occurred in the south where early truck crops have been planted. Rainfell
i has been heavy.

COMMERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: Planting of this crop was completed in Escambia

- County during the first half of larch, after much
delay from wet soils. The bulk of the acreage in Baldwin County is up and the crop
generally is meking satisfectory progress.
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Al

STRAWBERRIZS: The outlook for strawberries continues bright, but cool weather has @
' retarded development. Light harvesting is taking place in the South
Alabame. area and movement -in volume will begin about April 1.

CABBAGE: This crop is at peak produotion, although movement has been restricted by

" market conditions. Quality is generally good, although some heads are
smell 2s a result of the dry weather last winter. The -late crop has had a favorablc
growlng season. - E '
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