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Conditions affecting truck crops weré voriable during the last half of Fcbruary.
The weather wes generally favorable to growing crops, except in Florida, but _
moderate to heavy rains which fell in a number of States temporarily delayed planting
and harvesting of crops in those areas. In Floridr, however, precipitation hos been
um@ally light and crops from central Florida southwerd are in need of o~dditionol

j moistures '

The weather pattern showed sufficient to excessive rainfell in Louisionn, l.ississippi
Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina ~nd Virginia, which hampered spring planting.

In California, flood waters have necessitated some replanting of truck crops but

the loss of planted acrenge is not considered serious. In Texns, Alabama, Georgin,
and South Carolina, temmeratures have averaged normal to above normnl, ond the
combination of sufficient moisture and seasonal warmth hns favored growins crons
ns-well as planting operations. ’

Weather in Florida Huring the last half of February was for the most wmart unfavor-
able for truck crops. Rainfall has been negligible in the southern and central
counties and a severe drought exists over most of this area, Temperatures hove
ranged coansiderably above normnl. Crops on irrignted land are making fair progress
but those on nor-irrigated land are bndly in need of rain. The unsensonably worm
weather is cousing rapid maturity of some crops nnd will probnbly shorten the secson
in the southern part of the state.:

In Texas, truck crop progress wrs generally satisfactory, and ideal harvesting
weather prevoailed the second half of February. , A short heat wave was emerienced
in all areas the latter part of February, with temperantures of 97 roegistered in

the Rio Grande Valley., However, most hardy winter vegetables in Texas ore in
excellent condition, and are at their peak of quality and production. Considerable
acreage of cabbige is being held for April and May harvest. - Planting of soring
crop vegetables mode good progress during the past two weeks. The Lower Velley
snap beans crop is all planted and in good condition. Plantings in enrly districts
outside the Volley are started. A large acreage of tomatoes in the Lower Volley

is making good grogress and in the east Texas area there are sufficient plonts

for a large increase over last year., Planting of cantaloups, cucumbers, ond water-
melans is moking excellent progress in all early areas. Barly potnto districts

are practically’ through planting, but progress in some of the later arens is still
being retarded because of wet fields.

(Continued on page 9)
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ARTICBOLJS: Harvest in Califognla should be.falrly act1ve in the coastal dwstrlcts,
durding iMarch, ‘witn this crop rapldly apnroaching peak nroductlon. v

Frost has discolored some buds but with warm weather, this should clear "nd uhe

crop come on quite ranidly. :‘ ‘ B . o PR

.
S
H

ASPARAGUS:‘ Colifornia harvest has made llttle headway durlng the past few weeks
oving mainly to wet 1a1ds and cold weather. With warmer wekt“er tﬁe
crop should come on quite rapidly.  Most' asnaragus beds in South Cnrollna Aave re-
ceived a liberal application of fertilizer and are in gOOd condltlon. e unusual
warm weather during the last 10 days has .caused some shoots to break tnrou' tne
ground 1n the Blackville-Williston area.x I the weather continues warn a feu crates
may be shipped by express next week but it will be the latter mart ‘of Harch befor

the main noverient begins,

\

LIia BJAS: The Florida winter 11ma ‘bean crop has nassed its neak. Production from

this acreage has been very 11ght and supplies during March will be
limited. . liost of the.spring acreage in .the Hawthorn sectlon has been planted and .-
many Flelus are alreadj up to a good stand. : : o

SHAP BEAIS: In F]orlda, productlon fron the w1nter snap bean acreage has . oasqed 1m
e peak and shipments from this acreage w111 decline during HHarch. - Plant

ing in the Pompano section, with the exception of a few large growers, vas oon>1eted

the last weel in Jamuary. The unseasonably warm weather has advanced the naturlty

" of the éron and will undoubtedly shorten:the season. The crop is in fair condition

and turninz out a high percentage of :ordinary quality, mueh. of which is beiny left

in the fields., 1In the Homestead area, which should now be-at its peak, the cpop-

has been disappointing, Foggy mornings have been favorable for the development

of diseases ond some sections in thls area have suffered rather badly from rust and

mold.

; ‘A\
Planting of the Florida acreage for spring harvest has been heﬂvy In tae Lal
Okeechobee section, where the main acreage is located, planting has been under .way-
since the last week in January. Beans which were in the ground at the time of the
January, frost are being picked and the volume from this section should become ..
fairly heavy v the middle of March, Dry weather is affecting the crop and rain
is badly needed. In the Florida central counties-and in the MeIntosh section,
planting is about completed. ‘arm weather hag caused early germination ond much of

the crop is u» and growing.

The Texas Lower Valley crop is making good. nrogress. Early plantings are blooming
and: should be in fair production by the latter part of March, but the main crop
will not be available until early April, Early areas out51de of the Lower Valley
are well alonz with their plantings and condltlons are favorable for crops to get .
a good start., Supplies from these areas should: .commence moving the latter nart of
April, with volume production by mid-May.

BEETS: All Texas oreas have ample supnlles of good quallty beets and sufflcleﬁt

acrange to furnish tonnage for active shipments: diring March and April.
Shinments tihe last half of February - showed a little gain over previous periods,.
but harvestinz was not quite so active the last few days. Conditions continued
favorable in all areas, In South Carolina, indications point to some ‘decrease in
the acreaze of snring beets. Some of the early plantings, which were just coming
up, were damaged by the freeze during the first part of February. This acreoge
now hes been replanted and is up to a good stand, Warm weather the last 10 days
has greatly imoroved this crop. -
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~'132Q__Q.QQJ.'-'__]L' Durlnb the edrly part’ of February California broccoli :markets vere. quite
slow and some acreage was.not completely harvested The situation has

now improved and brocdoli movement ‘should continue during the early part of lLarch,
In Arizona movement of solid carlots:of bro¢coli from .the Salt River Valley is-ex—
pected to continue at a light rate during the next two weelrs. Harvest of late plan:
ings should et -undér way.late:in March,. The snring acreage is small, and most of
it will move in mixed cars. A rather large. proportion of present supplies is’ be1ng
shipped in mixed cars.‘ N .~

CABBAGE: leiigzg;g supnl1es of cabbage are becoming more plentlful in the south-
o ern districts.of the state.  There is.very-little demand for the crop and
growers are having difficulty- finding an outlet for the voresent production, . Shoula
supplies from the Southern States become lighter, the California situation will
probably improve; “In:Arizona, haryest is now limited to small mid-season. aleatings
Late plantingsin the Salt River and Yuma Velleys will. supply movement duriiig April
and May., -Shipments during iarch will be mostly in mized cars. Supplies in tae
Salt River Valley were reduced by cold temneratures during January and ea;ly Februas

Shlpments of Texas cabbagé showed a material gain the.past fwo weeks over previous
2-week neriods this season, but supplies were far in excess of market d demands, All
areas were heavy 'in production. and -quality was greatly improved, The Coastal Bend
‘section was about ten days late coming into heavy production, but. supplies are now
plentiful and will continue so during March and early. April. The acreage ‘Wihich

is being held for harvest during April and May is in .splendid condition. . Dry,
warm weather in Florida ig affecting the quality of the winter cabbage crop.  That
part of the crop which is on irrigated land.is still in zood condition dut. thot

on the unirrigated land is badly in need of rain. Many plantings from poor seed
are now producing seed stalks and inferior qualitJ. Some of these fields vwill be
;a'total loss vhileé only ligh% cuttings are beiny made from others. Availadle
bsupplles wlll ‘continue heaVJ durnlng March., = ; R

1

The Loulslana cabbage ‘crop has resvonded raoldly to the ‘warmer weather desplte
_excessive rain. Dhowever,.some fields have not.been cultivated nroverlv and some
"seeders! are expected to develop. Shipments of the main spring crop are exvected
to get under way from an increased acreage about March and contimie into early MNay.
Excessive rains -in Mississippi during last half of February were unfavo;ao‘l4¢0r

the cabbage ciop and délayed completion of transplanting to fields. Pm;u of the
crop will be later than usual. In Alabama, the crop is in falrly good ‘gondition,
Fall plants are moving. Later vmlantings are making fair progress and -will bdezin

to move about April 5. Earlier set plants in South Carolina were g§lightly domaged’
by the February freeze.and were slow in gettlng started. . The crop has responded ra
pldly to nresent favorable weather, however and is generallj in good condition.
Present ‘indications are for a moderate decrease in the planted acreage, In Tennesst
cabbage nlants are ready to go th the fields but practically none had been set prioi
to Marchll. Growers indicate March 4 as the date setting should stort, Lut comment:
indicate that it will ‘be.at least a week later before transplanting will be general,

CANTALOUPS California Imperiel Valley growers will start removing covers from the

arly planted acreage this month. A sizeable planting of late acreage
is being made and will continue as soon as fields are suff101ently dried to permit
planting. -Some early melons have been planted in the San Joaquin Valley. Pouever
the bulk of the acreage will not go into the ground until April. :

~
L.

. GARROTS: Harvest of the Imserial Valley crop in Callfornla was delayed by wet

: weather and the inability of growers to get into the fields during the
latter part of February, Shipments will become fairly heavy during the month of

March In. Arizona, light solid carlot movement of carrots from the Salt River and
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CARBOTS, Cont'D: Yuma Valleys will continue during March. Late plantings should y
available for harvest in April and May. Carrot movement is expected to continue iy
light voluiie until most of the lettuce is harvested. A rather small pronortion of
shipments to date has been "topped" carrots.

All Texag irrigated areas have large supplies of ggod quality carrots and crows in
the dry-land Coastal Bend section - for late spring harvest — are in good conditio
thany fields tnat were harvested the last few days in February were being entirely
cleaned at considerable sacrifice of tonnage to have the land for other crops. Yoy
carrots are in good condition. A few fields were weedy, but they are being cared [
for and nromise good quality production. Sufficient acreage is now growing to pro-
vide active novement through June with light supplies during July.

CAULIFLO/52: Rains brought on the California cauliflower crop in the coastal dis-
tricts quite rapidly and harvest during the early part of lMarch will®

continue fairly heavy. The bulk of the production will originate in the Santa MNari/

Guadalupe area. e : ' |

CELERY: - The carlot movement from Plorida through February is anproximately 5 perce

beaind last year's movement for the same period. While the general condi-
tion of the celery crop is good, the ‘dry weather is affecting it and present indica.
tions are for slightly lower yields than were expected. Planting of the spring crg
is nearly comwleted in most areas, with the Zellwood section probably being the la
t6 finish, In Callforn1a the Chula Vista section of San Diego County is now furnig
ing the bullz the celery available. In the coastal areas of Guadalupe and the Sa
as Valley harvest is well along. A small daily volume is moving out of the Delta
section from a late planting which was made there last fall '
CUCUMBERS: The movement of cucumbers from lorlgn is neg llglble. Spring nlantings §

in the central and southern.counties were d6ff to a good start dbut dvy

weather is now retarding growth. Planting is now going on in the north Florida
sections. In Texas, considerable acreage of cucumbers is planted ifi“the earliest
districts, mainly in the Riviera and Sandia sections, and planting is starting in
other areas. A material increase ‘is.expected in all areas. Dlost districts have
good moéisture conditions and .the weather has been favorable for crops to zet a good
start. ''ith continued good weather there should be some production starting about
April 15, with liberal supplies by the latter part of that month.

EGGPLAWT: The Florida winter eggplant acreage in the Pomwano section has foiled to
conre into satisfactory oroduction. Yields from this acreage have been
very lizht owing to the failure of the plants to set fruit. A very limited volume
is now movinzy from Pomwano and Ft. Myers. Transplanting of the Florida spring crop
has been completed in most of the central counties and 1s under way in tiae kcIntosh
section. ' ‘

ESCAROL3: The Florida escarole season in the lManatee, Sanford and Winter Gorden set

tions is mearly over. The warm weather during February csused most of th
late plantings in these sections to go to seed. Supplies during the remainder of
the season will come mostly from the.plantings on the muckland in the Everglades,
and at Weirsdale and Zellwood.

LETTUCE: Late nlantings in the Arizona Yuma Valley are now coming into full produc-
tion, and supplies from that area are expected to reach a peak between
February 10 and 15. Some late fields at Phoenix are also ready for harvest, Love-
ment from Phoenix should be in good volume by dMarch 15, with peak harvest expected
between ilarch 20 and 25. Loeal rains late in February were favorable for lettuce
in the Salt River Valley, giving wromise of excellent wuality and favorable yields. |
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ETTUCE, Cont'd., In the Imperial Valley of California, harvest has been delayed by
rains and wet fields, but with clearlng weather should reach a

few days of heavy shipment early this month. Some production has been lost by de-

1ayed harvest. Rains brought about rapid growth which caused considercble bursting -

and poor quality lettuce in the older fields., Production during late warch vill

come mainly froi the late nlanted acreage and quality should improve.

The Boston lettuce season in Florida is practically over in the Sanford anc iianatee
sections. Leftuce around McIntosh is now being cut with heaviest movement exrected
during tie first two weeks in karch., Iceberg lettuce in-Sanford and hiaratee sections
is nearly finished. The Everglades is now the main producing section, but tie acreag
remaining for harvest in this sections is small. Plantings in the 'bsirsdele ond
Florahome sections are making fair progress but it will be the latter nart of harch -
or the first of April before any of this.acreage will be ready for harvest,

The early spring lettuce crop-in South Carolina, has shown marked improvement during
the past 10 dcys. VWeather was favorable for growth and the crop is now off to a

good start. Acreage planted is about the same as in 1943. If weatier continues
favorable the crom should start to move to .market the latter mart of Liarch. In

Worth Carolina it has been impossible to transplant lettuce since the first wéel in
February, but farmers in the Wilmington areo will finish this job as soon as nossible
Tonts in the fields are in excellent condition and with continued fovoroble weather
gzood yields should be realized. Earvest should bezin April 15 to 25 , ond acreage is
Phout the same.ps a year ago.

DNIONS: Condition of the south Texas onion crop is somewhat varied. Roymondville
crops show the most advanced growth, but a number of the older fields were
showing blisht infestation the last féw days in February. Plants were not serious—
ly affected, however, and favorable weather in late February, when termeratures

bere in the 90's, is expected to bring about some improvement. With normnl develop-
hent during uarch there may be a light harvest in the Raymondville area the latter .
part of the nonth, but nost crops there will not come into production until early-
pril. Present prospects ane for good quality onions, but adverse conditions in
some years 1aove affected these croms the last-two weeks of the season. Laredo

crops are gtill late, with a few exceptions. Many fields have plants that apnear

o need four to six weeks more growing time, Weeding and cultivating is badly
eeded, and some crops in the lower end (Zcpata County) of the district are showing
evidence of blight. Practically nll areas of the district had plants.with heavy

ip burn, Unless crops show a materirl improvement, the tonnage for April horvest
Uill be much lizhter than usual, During the 1943 seanson harvest got storted April 4
:nd about 93 peroent of the crop moved during April.

linter Garden crops, most of which are in smaller acreage blocks, are mrkint good
rogress and have shown an imnrovement over earlier prospects. Zngle Poss crops
ave made outstonding progress; there is very little evidence of the loteness in
etting ploants to the fields in this section. In the Coastal Bend section, dry
eather prevailed during most of February. Early crops continued to immrove ~nd
hese plantings are being given excellent care. But many of the late fields are
till grassy and development has been slow, A few of the worst fields are being
Hoved up and the land put into other crops. About one-third of the Constnl 3end
crenze is expected to furnish production about the same time harvest of the Laredo
rop starts. Occasional fields in the Coastal Bend district are showing blight
pfestation, but recent weather is checking this condition.. Early croms in the
ilson Kﬁrnes district continue to'make good progress, Late nlantings in this sec-
ion are still moking root growth ahd may begin to make better top growth with
rmer weather, Thrips were evident in a number of sections, but plants were not

owing effects of insects and most crops are far enough advqnced to escope serious
phage by thriws,




TRUCK CRO2 TS -6 - TC-44: 301 March 7, 1944
OFI0iS; Cont'd., Plenting of the north Texas crop iis active, although a few sections
are still too wet. for active field work. The area will complete
transplanting muca later than usual, but weather thas not damaged croms that have
been planted, If they escape damage in March there is no. reason for production to
be much loter thon usual, During the 1943 season practically all districts were
cut back by freezes March 4-5. 411 horth Texas onion areas have a splendid moisturs

supply.

The Calif-rnia early onion crop has made good progress.in most areas. - Fains heve
been benericicl in the onion areas. Growers have their:fields under good cultive-
tion and crdp wrespects are now excellent. " In the-late onion areas acrenge is’stil)
being plonted.” The rains were quite bgﬁeficial to' the young plantings ond have |
prougt ~nout good stonds in most districts,

GREEN PEAS: Horvest in the Immerisl Valley of California has again been delayed
this time.by the rains:;jShipments will agnin reach fair proportions

as soon ns grovers are able to pick their fields. The Immerinl deal, howejér,’shmn
be.oretty much out of thé way by #arch 10. ~Spring pea plantings in other arens of
Californic nnve done well during February. ' Most of the late plantings ore up 1o
good stands o~nd the rnins.were quite beneficial to the early planted acreage. Duri
March somc mens will be available from the constal plantings in Orange, Los Angeles,
and Santa Bervors Counties but will be used for most part in local marizets. Toward
the end of the month, picking should start in the Delano section and a fairly octim
rail movement may be exnected out of California during April n~nd May.
kovement of weas from;Florida'continues“light; Plantings in the Everglndes which
were made during'hhehlaptenwpar£ of Décenber and the. first half of Jonuary have
renched their peak,-end.this deel should be practicnlly over by the middle of March,
Scattered nlantings over the.central part of the state, mainly around Plent City,
are coming into. production, and harvest should begin around Mclntosh during the firs
week in barch, In Mississippi, acreage of green peas will be belowﬁphqthinfonded
because of the unfovorable nlonting conditions during -the second half of February.
Acreage will ve smaller than lost yeary ' co - T

GRIZEN PEPPE2S: TFlorida winter acreage ’in the Pompono area is now ot peck productio
e Plants are yielding heayily, but the fruit is mostly of poor to
fair quality, with a high perceﬂtageAdf'Smﬁll'éizes; Growers have culled.heaVier
than nsu~l. Peppers are now moving §r6m péints along the lower BEnst Coast as far
north ~s Ft. Pierce. A light volumefip'coming from the fall plontings in the Ft.
Myers and Winter Garden sections. l?he_spring crop in.the central counties has been

transpl-nted to the fields and, although in need of rain, is making fairfp?ogresa

COMMERCIAL TARLY IETSH POTATOES: The Texas Lower Valley (Zarly Spring) crop made
- h 0] | good growth during February, (A few fiélds hod
scattered plents showing blight, but growers have been dusting practicrlly oll fiel
and weather the latter part of Fébruary was favorable in helping to check any furth
development, A few crops mny be reddy for harvest the latter pert of March, dub
production in volume is not eipéctedluntil the early part of April, Planting of
mercial crons in early areas of the Late Spring sections of the State iéfgéll alo
and conditions are favorable for ¢rons to get a good start, Some of the mid-seasol
(Bast and llortheast Texas). areas are still too wet to plant but most sections have
“some acraage which. will furnish'proiuction around the middle of May, with harvest
in these arcas continuing through June, Barly sections of the group plen an’ inerés
in acreage, ~ut reports indicateyé reduction in the later areas. B
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COMMERCIAL BARLY IRISH POTATCES, Cont'd: Harvesting of the Ft. liyers, Florida

) crop has been comnleted., Dizzing is
now general in the Homestead section, Yields are very light and sizes are snall.,
iost of this crow will be moved during iarch. In the Hastings section, nlanting
has been completed and most of'the crop is up to a good stand. The early mleontings
are well advanced and making excellent progress. Some fields have reached t:e
blooming stage and with favorable growing conditions during karch, excellent -ields
should be realized. Planting has also been commleted in the LaCrosse section.
Conditions have been favorkble up to this time, but rain is'needed. A sizeable
acreage is being pnlanted on the muck in the Zellwood sectiorf.” Planting started-
February 20 and will be finished by the first week in March. In Kern County,
Califormla, »nlanting is practically comnlete, but a'few late areas will coatinue
seeding for another ten days. In the southern districts, planting will eozain be-
come active waen fields dry sufficiently. The acreage of early potatoes in California
will show a merked increase this year over last. It is quite likely there will be
a fair Anrll novement from tne early nlantings in Kern County.

Planting of the Louisiana commercial early potato crovo has been very irregulor and
probably averages two to three weeks later than usual. This is expected to result
in delayed and staggered marketings. Recent heavy rains further delayed comwnletion
of planting ond some acreage remains to be nlanted. Wet soils and recent high tem-
peratures aave caused .some "seed rot" of earlier plantings. Irish potato plﬂnulngs
in Mississippi will average later than usual this year because of excessive rains
during the past two weeks, which delayed soil preparation. In 3aldwin County,
Alabama, plantln is practlcally completed and is rapidly nearing cormletion in
other commercial counties. 3Zarly plantings are up to a fair stand. Rain hindered
planting operations for a day or two about the middle of February, but on the-

whole conditions are favorable. Rainy weather in North Carolina during February
has delayed potato planting, and some seed is rottlng in the ground. This will
nec3531tate replanting in some areas. -

SHALLOTS: In Louisiana, wet s0ils and warm weather have been unfavorable for best
, development of shallots. The crop continues to be’ later ‘than asual and
:the recant warm wnather is expected to cause some "seeders“

SPIHACB In Texas, good quality spinach will be available in volume Guring karch
from the Fagle Pass and Winter Garden districts. Supplies from the irri-
gated districts will continue plentiful through Aprll In Arkansas, a lizht harvest
of spinach has been in progress since mid-February, although the bulk of the fall
nlanted acreoge was severely dmmaged by winter freezes. Probably 25 to 50 percent
of the fall-sown .. acreage was killed and stands are thin on most of tae remaining
fields.  Ixcessive moisture in February was unfavorable for svinach growth and may
prevent renlwnting of the winter-killed acreage. Quality of sninach now being har-
vested is poor ‘and practically all of it is being canned, - In Pennsylvania, conaltdon
of wintered-wver spinach in the Bucks-Philadelphia area was lowered because o7 lack
f snow protection. Some fields have started to green and.w1nter Dlanted spinach
as started to snrout.

A good volume of Florida squash is now coming ‘from the acreage alon; the
lover Bast Coast, Pompano, Homestead, and Ft. Pierce are the princinal
hivping points at this time, A larﬁe acreage has been planted in the central

unties and a substantial 1ncrease in acreage is being made in the kéIntosh section.

TRAWBERRIES :

" The Florlda strawberry deal in the Plant Clty area is at the peok.
Dry, warm weather has reduced wroduction, and rain is needed bo .dly.
€ Lovisiana strawberry crop responded rapidly to the two weeks of warm weather
d generally is in good condition. Plants are now in heavy bloom with small




TRUCK CROP _=WS - ’ - 8 - TC-44:. 301 _GHarch 7, 1944
STRAWBERRIZS:{ berries forming ranidly. Although field work has lagged, fairly

o good yields are expected if weather is favorable from now on. "If thg
present favorsble weather continues carlot shipments should start about lwarch 18,
Weather in Alabame has been favorable since the first of the year, and the crop
is in better condition than indicated earlier in the season. The acreage is sub-
stantlally less than last year, and in the northern area stands are poor because of
dry weather Yast fall, In North Carolina many fields of berries were neglected
and allowed %o go td grass last summer resulting in a sharp reduction in prosvective
acreage for this year. Weather has béen conducive to good growth in fields vhere
cultivation ohs been adequate, Farmers are expecting light yields from ﬁbont one-
third of the acreage because of inadequate cultivation and . conseéauent srassy. fields,
Movement should begin the latter mart of Anril, In Tennessee the extreme drousit

. during the summer and fall last-year was very hard on strawberries. Very little
new acrease was sét in 1943, 014 beds have not put out many plants.,. Condition

- March 1 is reported about 10 noints below last year. Acreage is indicated as about
15 percent below last year.- Heavy rainfall during February with temperature well

. agbove normal has promoted early development of plants. In Arkansas, drau;ntblast
summer killed many old and new beds, particularly those not well cultlvaued " Staaw
Yerries in the Ozark’ area generally are in better condition than in the White Count
area. Stonds are thin, bdut the unusually heavy rainfall durlng February hascaused
a general revival and those plants which pulled through seem to be in good sqipe.
Because of the tle stands, the berries .should develop good size, There 1s a ‘stro

- demand for )11nts and SOMe ZTOWers may dlg thelr ‘beds for plants.

- TOMATOZS: Florids winter acreage in Dade Broward and Colller countles is nov comi
e _into production. Volume has been light but a good movement is in rospe
for March, with the vweak coming during the latter part of 'the month. Dry ueqnneri
affecting the crop and sizes will run small, Quality at this time is very good. I
gpring crop in the Indian River and Manatee sections is making zood progress. Int
central counties, transplanting is under way and all of the seeded acreage. is up a
making good rogress, Early Spring. crops in the Texas Lower Valley sectitn made
splendid progress the last half of February, Plants are above average size aad in
a few scatterecd fields there were some vlants ready to start forminz blooms, First
bleoms, however, seldom succeéd in holding, but the .condition of the crop is such
that with continued good growing weather the early mart of March an eai’ly harvest
may be expected from consideravle acreage. Present nrpspects noint to fairly
~ liberal supnlies around the middle of April. - Sarly districts of the Late Spring
tomato counties nave most of their acreage planted and plants are making good grov
Seed beds in the important Bast Texas.district are in good condltlon and nost grow
ers are ready to set the plants to the cold frames the early part of uqnch Plant
are availo ble for a 1argﬂ increase in acreage 4in all Late Spring dlS*T;CtS of the

State.

Harvest continues in the California Imperial Valley and produétioﬁ is steadily in-
creasing. Harvest, however, is still confined to the early producing areass The
heavy movement out of the Immerial Valley will not occur until the late aveas com
into. production the latter part of April and during May. Plantings of the -summer
crop have been made in‘the southern coastal districts, but the bulk of” the crop

in the San Joaquin Valley is still in seedbeds and will not be set to the fields

before April. In Mississippi, tomato plants are in cold frames, and transplanting
to fields will »nrobably begin the latter half of March, Iliost Tennessee tonato $9
have been sown in hot beds: Some are up with good stands reported. However, com
indicate that excessive raind and cloudy weather durlng the nast few days were nol
favorable for the nlants. Rain has also hindered the nreparation of colad Iranesf

transplantlabs.
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YATERMELOYTS: liost of the Florida acreage around Leesburg is up and grouinz, In the
Gainesville district mlanting is rearing comnletion and some of the
acreage is now up to a stand. The warm weather has encourosged earlier plonting
and these plantings have received no set back. If the weather continues favorable,
an earlier-than—usual season can be expected. In the earliest Texas districts
considerable acreage of watermelons is planted, with some fields up toa good stand
and making a little growth. Conditions are favorable for confiinued active planting
the early mart of March. All early sections plan a large increase in acreage.
Yyith continued good growing weather, production will be available in largze volume
mich earlier than usual, Present indications in South Carolina point to ~ substan-
tial increase in the early summer watermelon acreage in the commercial -roducing
counties of Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell and Hampton. Fields are being fertilized
and planting. is ezpected +to start the latter part of March. About the only limit-
ing factor is the scarcity and high price of seed, esmecially Cannon 301l secd, o
variety wiich is in large demand. '

Continued from page 1.

Rains were general throughout Crlifornia during the latter part of February. T1ith
snow at low levels in the mountains during this period, dnily temmeratures have
continued cool, Some frosts have occurred, but with little crop damage resulting.
Loss of planted acreage by flood water has not been serious although considercble
acreage recently planted in the southern districts will have to be replanted be-
cause of poor stands. In the desert areans, rains have again delayed harvesting
operations but these districts will be active Aagain ns soon as fields dry sufficient-
y. Throughout the state most fields were well cultivated mrior to tae roins,

and growers will resume operations as soon as the fields dry. Aside from holding
back harvesting and planting, crops in most areas were benefited by the rains.






