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- COMMERCTAL TRUCK CROPS FOR FRESH MARKET
TRUCK CROP NEWS
APRIL 1, 1952

Weather conditions the last half of March were generally favorable for truck crops
in California and Arizona but mostly unfavorable in Texas, I'loridg and the South
Atlantic States, according to the Bureau of Agricultural Lconomics, Frost the
morning of March 2L resulted in an extensive loss of tomato acreage in the early
sections of East Texas, severe losses in the Yoakum area and damage extending
south into the Falfurrias sections There was some total loss of watermelon
acreage in early areas and heavy leaf burn to cucumber and cantaloup crops on
high land in all early non-irrigated areas with some total losses of plants in
the low places. Most tender crops in the irrigated sections came through with
very little damage but progress was retarded, The cold spell also retarded
maturity of the South Texas onion crope

In California warmer weather, starting about March 25, enabled plantings to make

good progess, partially overcoming the retarding effects of earlier cool weather,
Production of many mature crops--particularly asparagus, broccoli and cauliflower--
was also stimulateds A light frost in the San Joaguin Valley the morning of

March 21 caused only slight damage to early potatoes and tomatoes in the Cutler-
Delano district, The warmer weather the last week of March hastened the ma turity
and improved the quality of lettuce and carrots in Arizona, as well as accelerating
planting of cantaloups and watermelons which was nearing completion,

Moderate to heavy rains occurred over most of Peninsular Florida the last week

of March with the heaviest fall along the central West Coast and lower wnast Coast,
In general these rains were excessive and caused some damage to truck crops,
particularly those nsaring maturity, However, a few areas were in need of rain,
especially the bverglades., In other South Atlantic States, from Worth Carolina

to Georgia, and in Tennessee, heavy rains and cool weather have been unfavorable
for planting and growth of truck cropse. In Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama
conditions .have been more favorable, although progress of the Louisiana strawberry
crop has been retarded by the cool weather, In Wew Jersey the season is slightly
late,
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ARTICHOKES: Winter (Calif.) Supplies are increasing because of recent warm veather
and quelity of buds will improve with continued good growing ~
conditions. Some frost-demaged buls are still being harvested but this discolora-
tion is not serious. ‘Production is expected to increase during the next two weeks
but will be 1nf1uenced by prevailing temperatures.

ASPARAGUS: Eerly Spring'(Calif.,‘Ore., Wash., S. Car.) Harvest in- California in-

' creased sharply last ueek following & few days of clear,
warn weather. Tields planted on lighter soils dried rapidly following the rains’
and heve begun fairly heavy production while fields on heavier soils dried more
slowvly, allowing a more gradusl increase in production. The preseﬁt very good qual-
ity, with spears having a good green color, should continue through the season.
Thile on increase in volume is expected during the next two weeks temperatures will
govern the emount ovailable for cutting. Market conditions and volume available for
cutting will determine when processors will start operations. TFields in Washington
came through the winter in very good condition due to a mild winter. In the Walla
Yalla area there has been considerable wind and moisture is somewhat deficient for
early spring. In the Yskime Valley, March weather was generally favorable and mois-
ture ranges from fair to good Harvest should be underway in the Sunnyside district
by April 20. South Carolina's small crop is in good condition and moving in 11ght
volume. Heav1est shipments will be made around mid-April.

Late Spring (8 States) In New Jersey, beds are being disked end culti-
. ‘vated but due to cool wet weather ridges have not been
knocked-down yet. No tips are showing above ground, and date of first harvest de-
pend.s upon weather conditions during April. Cutting usually begins about April
25-30. A considerable acreage of new beds is being planted this spring. In
Pennsylvenia, asperagus beds in the southern areas have been mostly cleared but

plants are still dormant.

LIiiA BEAVS: Spring (Fla., Ga., S.Cer.) In Florida, supplies during April are ex-
' pected to continue to be very light. Condition of the smell
acreage in the Pompeno section is generally poor. This section will be the princi-
pal source of suvply during the first half of April. Spring plantings in the Ever-
glades are materially reduced from the small acreage of last year. This crop is
making fair to good progress and harvesting should start around the middle of April.
In the important Hawthorne area of North Florida, indications are that plantings
have been reduced apvroximately 35 percent from last year. The crop is making fair
progresds with harvesting expected to begin in early liay. Some lima beans have been
nlanted in southern areas of Georgia but most of the acreage remains to be planted.
In South Carolina, planting which was delayed by cool, wet weather is now underway
with most of the acreage yet to be planted.

SHAP BEAVS: Early Spring (Tex., Fla.) In Texas, crops in the early areas of the
Lover Velley made satisfactory progress, esmecially those
in irrigated areas. The cold spell the latter pert of liarch resulted in some loss
of acresze in the early areas outside of the Valley. liost of this acreage will be
replanted. Conditions are favorable for planting and most of the late acreage is
expected to be plented by the early part of April. In the important Everglades |
section of Floride, the acreege for harvest after April 1 is approximately 35 percent |
less than last spring. Yields on early plantings have been very light but consider-
able improvement is expected in production and quality after April 10. This deal R
shculd be in its peak during the last half of April. In the Pompeno section, a 1ar{§
portion of the acreage intended for spring harvest is practically a failure because |
of adverse growing conditions. Light supplies are expected to continue until around
the middle of April but there will be very little production after that time. Har-

s e e
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I‘!,M’ SNAP BEAIS: Barly Spring (Cont!d.) vest of the remaining acreage in Dade County is
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) also expected to be finished around the middle of April.
There has been a slight reduction in acreage in the Centrasl Florida sections which
include Plent City, ebster, and Sanford. These crops are generally in fair to good
condition except in poorly drained areas around Plent City. Light harvesting hes
started 2t Plant City and a very light harvesting is expected at '"ebster and Sanford
the week -of April 7. In the McIntosh—LaCrossemHawthOrne area of North Floride, the
indicated acreage is approximately 25 percent less than last year. The crop hes
been delayed by adverse weather conditions and while a few of the oldest fields are
expected to be ready for picking around the middle of April it will be the second
half of April before any volume is reached. The bulk of the crop will move in late
April -and early ilay. The pole bean crop in Dade County is in only fair conditilon,
having been subjected to considerable wind and heavy rains. If conditions ere fav-
oreble, harvesting will continue from this acreage throughout the month of April.
In the.lianatee-Ruskin-Plent City area, there has been a slight reduction in plant-
ings. In the oldest fields harvesting has started and should be fairly active after
the middle of April. ‘

- Mid-Spring (Calif., La., lHiss., Ala., Ga., S.Car.) In California, re-
cent cool, wet weather has retarded early fields in the

Coachella Valley and in San Diego County and has delayed seeding of acreages in the
Los Angeles area. Harvest is expected to start later in the month, with only a
light:volume moving by the end of April. Vines in San Diego County were damaged by
winds during the last week in March but the extent of damage is not known. Planting
in Louisiaca was delayed by excessive moisture during February, but March wes ideal
for planting. The crop, as a whole, is late, but some fields will be ready for har-
vest in early May. Early plantings ih Mississippi -are now un to fairly good stands,
but the bulk of acreage is just being planted. Planting is expected to be completed
by April 12.. Early plantings in South Georgia are up to good stands, but cold and
wet woather is delaying growth. A small portion of the crop remains to be planted.
In the Oharleston-Beaufort area of South Carolina, snap beans are up to reasonably
good stands. Growth has been somevhat delzyed by cold, wet weather and a portion
of the crop is yet to be planted. Comparatively new varieties such as ‘Top Crop,
Wade, and.Contender are increasing in importance, especially in the Charleston eres.

Late Spring (I. Car., Ark., Va.) A feu shep beans have been planted in
W ] Worth Carolina and some are up. However, as soon as the
soil conditions permit,(general planting will get under way. :

BEETS: Spring (La., S. Car., N. Car., Va.) The crop in North Carolina has had too

: ...~ much rain and cool weather to make much progress. Although the crop
is a little late, condition is good. Harvest should begin around the middle of liay
in the ilmington area. In South Carolina, beets are in good condition. Harvest
started during the last week of llarch but little movement had taken place by April 1.
Shipments will increase considerably during the next few days.

- Summer (¥. J., Pa.) Seeding of early acreage in the Vineland ares of New
o o Jersey 1s complete with plants just breasking through the ground on
April 1. Sustained warmer weather is needed. Seeding was getting underwey in the
northeastgrn merket garden areas of the State.

BROCCOLI: Spring (Celif.) Warmer weather during the last week in larch resulted in

S : ' some increase in supplies but there wes some deterioration in
quality. - Quality is reported from poor to good at Santa varia, where about half the
rail movement is originating. Good quality is reported at Salinas and Sen Jose.
Fields planted for later harvest benefitted from the higher temperatures end ere

showing good progress now, although lower yields are 1lik ly becau
cold, %e wea%he% se tback, ue ver ¥ Lwely because of the recent
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CABBAGE: Wlnter (Calif., Tex., Ariz., Fla.) "An occasionsl ‘car of cabbage is still ;1
: being harvested from late fields in Imperial Valley of California =~
but only a smell tonnage remains to be cut. An increasing volume of cabbage is
coming from Southern Canifornia sections vhere harvest has been restricted by ‘mar--
ket conditions.  Heavier production is anticipeted during the first half of April

&5 more acreage becomes available for harvest. Only the better quality was being:’
harvested. In Texas a ‘light .carlot movement is expected to continue through the-
first veek in April, but most of the "crop will be harvested by the middle of the
month. Harvesting of Florids cabbage .continued active during the last half .of -
iierch- al though shipments during this period showed a slight decline 'from the pre=-
vious semi-monthly period. Improved markets during the latter part-6f the month
resukteéd. in considerable harvesting from :0ld fields and quality of' shipments has'
been very variable: ‘The.continued warm weather during: the winter period caused this
crop ito. mature faster than is-.generelly expec¢ted under -normal growing conditions.
In :the Hastings section, harvesting is expected to be practically. f1n1shed by the -
~second .veek of the month: At Sanford approximately  one~fourth and in the EVerglades
possibly 15 percent of the season's acreage remained for harvest after April-I.

There 1s a small acreage of late cabbage in the iianatee-Ruskin section and scattered
plantings in minor areas. from extreme South Florida .to North Florida. - Shipments are
expected to decline rather rzpidly after the middle of " April, but harvest of some

late nlantings will extend into May.

Earlv Spring (Le., Miss., Ala., Ga., S. Car.) The Mississippi crovo is -°
- .growing well. iiovement will probably start around April 25
\dth ‘bulk of the shipments during lay. Harvesting is nearing completion in the .
Baldwin-iiobile area of Alabama. Quality and yields have generally been good. - Har-
vesting 'of the Georgia crop is Just getting underway, with peak movement expected
around mid-April. Vet fields are causing some delay in harvesting. Good yields
and quality are expected from the reduced acreage .compared with a year ago. The
crop in South Carolina is generally in good condition. Light movement was underway
by - the end of ilarch with peak expected around mid~April

Late Spring (8 States) The North Garolina crop has been delayed further
by rain and gold. A few early plented fields have been
plowed un but thlS acreage is of little significance. Some of the earlier plant-
ings were reset. Harvest of the crop should begin about the first week of May.
Setting of Tennessee cabbage was nearly completed by the last week of March which
is about the usual date. Torrential rains around March 22 caused some loss by
flooding, and cultivation and growth has been retarded by wet soils. Most of the
Kentucky crop is transplanted and growing nicely. Season is considerably ahead of
last year. - Ground has been in excellent shape for transplanting. Transplanting of
the Ohio spring crop became: general about March 15 and by April 1 practicelly all -
the' acreage in Meigs County and 80~90 percent of that in Washington County was set.
. The supply of plants is considered adequate in svlte of some loss by damping off.
The last few days of March were mlld and ‘favorable for the plants to begin growing.
Field plenting of Weshington spring cabbage from growers! hothouses was underway by
March 15 in the'Puget Sound area. By April 15 transplanting should be:generally
completed provided weather conditions are favorable for spring work in all locali=
ties. All trahsplented fields are off to a good start with cool weather for trans-
plenting and showers on iarch 27. Crop condition is very good at this time. At '
Walla 'alla cool windy weather during iarch has slowed the grovth of a limited acre-
age, but most plantings remain in satisfactory condition.

Early Summer (6 States) Miost of ‘the acreage in South Jdersey had been set ((
by April 1. Cool, moist weather was favorable for trans-
planting sets and growth was satisfactory "General planting will not stert in North
Jersey and the important Budd Leke section until about mid-April. .
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CANTALOUPS: Spring (Calif., Fla., Ariz.) Although cool weather in California dur-
ing iarch slowed the development of centaloups in the Desert
areas, recent warm weather benefited the crop and satisfactory progres: is now
being made. The small acreage in South Florida 1s in fair to good condition. A
light harvest should start in April with most of this production going into local
consumption. The bulk of the Florida acreage is plented in Marion and Alachua
Counties where a little increase in acreage over last year 1s indicated. Consid-
erable replanting has been necessary due to cold damage. The oldest plantings have
started runners while the younger plantings are Just coming up. Planting in Ari-
zona 1s progressing rapidly and will probably be completed by about the middle of
April.

uld Summer (12 States) Planting of California cantaloups continues
active in the San Joaquin Valley. Some replanting has

been necessary due to crusting from recent rains. In other cases growers heve been
eble to cultivete and break the crust sufficiently to let the plants through.
Progress of Texas crops in the early sections was retarded by the cold spell of
March 24 vhich resulted in frosts over a wide area. Some damage occurred in
scattered sections of.the non-irrigated areas. Plants on considerable dry-land
acreage in the Coastal Bend.and Falfurrias sections showed heavy leaf damage and
some plants in low places were killed outright. Plentings in these areas received
some badly-needed moisture the latter part of the month, and most of this acreage
may be held even though stands are poor. ZEarly plantings in the irrigated sections
of ‘the' Lower Valley, Laredo, and Winter Garden, although retarded, are in fairly
good conditioa. There is some capped acreage in these areas and plants were still
covered during the liarch 24 cold spell. These crops will furnish production around
Yoy 15. Other irrigated crops should be in production around liay 25. The usual °
early plantlngs in the later areas that were lost by the late ifarch cold spell can
be’ replanted without much delay in the usual harvest. :

GARROTS: Uinter (Calif., Ariz., Tex., Lo. ) Shipments from the Imperisl Valley of

Ca’lfornla increased substenvially with an improvement in market
conditions early last week. Shippers expect the increased volume to continue at
least through the first week of April although prices have slipped back to the -
former levels. Quality has continued to improve and is generally good. Some sup-
plies are available in Coachella Valley and light supplies are moving from Oxnard.
In Texas, shipments were active from both the Lower Valley and Winter Garden sec-
tions. and supplies are available for active shipments to continue through the first
half of April. lost of the remaining production is in the Lower Valley and this
area will have production through most of April. Although considerable movement
has been of topped carrots most of these shipments have been for packaged carrots.
The quality for shipping as bunched stock has been very good.

~ Spring (Calif., Ariz.) The bulk of Arizona shipments are coming from the
Yuma area, T The soring crop in the Salt River Valley is somewhat loter then usual
due to cold weather. Production is expected to increase moderately during April
wvith volume movementsnot expected until about mid-iiay. Young stock looks good with
uniform stands and excellent color.

Summer: (N.J., N.Y., Ohio, Colo.) iigst of the early acreage in the
~ Vineland sect1on of New Jersoy has been seeded but 1little ac-
tivity has occurred in other sections of the State.
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CAULIFLOVER: . Early Spring.(Califn, Oreg.) In California the effects of. recent “
) ’ warm weather have probably been more pronounced on
ceuliflower than on any other vegetable crop, causing the production and shipments
to increase substéntizlly during the latter days of March. The bulk of the rail
movement is originating in the Sante ilzria area with the Centerville and Salinas-
Yetsonville districts contributing o light volume. .Adequate supplies for locel
merkets are aveileble in the Los Angeles srea. Some of the current production in
2ll ereas is moving to freezers but this volume varies according to the fresh mer-
ket demand. Quality ¢f the present supplies ranges from fair to good. Sizes of
heads are currently gdod. :

pos

Summer In the Hortheast market garden sections of New Jersey most
.. . 8rowers-are now transplanting to the open field and this
operation should beé completed the first week of Anril. Growth appears satisfectory.

CELERY: inter (Fla., Calif., Ariz.) In Flordda harvest of winter and spring cel-
- : ery wes overlepping on April 1. Practically all of the winter
acreage will be cut by mid-April. The winter celery deal is in the clean-up sgtage
in all districts of California, afd only a limited volume, which will go principally
to locel markets, will be harvested during the first half of April. The deal in
the Sz1t River Velley of Arizona is about over. - : '

Spring. (Fla., Calif.) The condition of the Florida spring crop is
= ., generally good except in a few poorly drained fields. The
Everglades has a good spring acreage and harvest of the winter and spring crops
" will overlep. Cutting on the spring crop 2t Oviedo has started and will become

active around the middle of April. At Zellwood cutting on the spring crop should
also become active around mid-April. Light planting will continue at Zellwood dur—
.ing the first few deys of April. Planting in North Florida sections has been com-
pleted. Spring celery in the Venice district of California has made good progress
to date but has not sized rapidly, which may delay the start of carlot volume. A
small volume for local markets is expected to be harvested the first week of April
end first raillcérs may be loaded about the 10th. Some celery is' still being set
to the field in southern Los Angeles County. : o

* Summer* (6 States) Growers in the. Paremus area of northeastern New
: SEEEE Jersey have finished transplenting celery to cold fremes.
Open ficld plantings are expected to start about April 2lst in that area. ‘In the
Great lMieadows of northwestern New Jersey area open field plentings are expected to
start about April 10-1Y4, depending on weather conditions.

SWEET CORN: Spring (Fls., Tex., Calif.) 1In Florids rlantings of: sweet corn for
spring harvest are estimeted ot 26,000 acres, eporoximately 18
percent more then was harvested during the same period last year. In the important
Everglades section, which has been harvesting some corn throughout the winter per=-
iod, the total winter and spring plantings arve estimated st 18,500 acres. Of this
total, 15,000 acres remain for harvest after April 1. The condition of the crop
renges from poor to good depending upon the infestation of leaf blight. BEBarlier
yields were reduced materially by this diserse. The effectiveness of control dur-
ing the remainder of the season will be one of the ma jor determining factors on the
yield of the spring acreage. Hervesting is now entering the active stage and the
Everglades section will be the principal source of supplies during April end the
first helf of ilay with harvest exmected to continue into June. In the Zellwood- ({J
Sanford-Winter Garden-'eirsdale area, approximately 5,300 acres heve been planted, ®"
en increase of aporoximately 15 percent over lest year's acreage for harvest. Har-
vesting from this acreege is expected to start in early iiay. In the Manatee-Ruskin-—
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“' SWEET ‘CORN: Spring (Cont'd.) Sar.alsota—-Plant‘City-'-'.-’auchula afea, the acrezge is es

IS

, timated 2% around 2,000, a reduction of approximetely 30 per-
cent from last year. In the North Florida sections, the increase over last yeor's
plentings is apnroximately 15 percent with most of the increase in Bradford end
Union Counties. The cron in the lower Rio Grende Valley of Texas is, for the most

~part, in fairly good condition. Some damage occurred as 2 result of the Februery

27 cold spell that brought scattercd frosts over the centrel end west end of the
Valley. A few fields were abandoned but those that were held were making good
‘growth the latter part of lMarch. Plnntlngs in the Valley thet escaped frost damage
in late February, and heve had some irrigation, are in good condition and show

'promlse of harvest starting eround April 10. The acreage for early harvest, how-
‘ever, is comparatively light and the mein crop ia the Valley is not expected to be
in production until the latter part of April or early lMey. Total plantings in the
Valley are lighter then usual but indications point to considerable increase in

~the areas outside of the Valley Plenting is well 2long in most of the central and
eastérn’ countles of the State. Moisture conditions aie generally favorsble in most

" of 'the late ateas but warmer weather is needed. ‘

M Summer:(N.J., N.Y., Pa.) Although the soil was cold ond wet, planting
was well underway on April 1 in the importent Burlington
Copnty seotion and adjacenbﬁareas of(New,Jersey. _

CUCU{BERS: Early Spring (Fle., Tex.) In Florida progress.of the crop during Feb-
ruery end ilzrch wes reterded by strong winds and excessive
rains. Very little loss of acreage hes been reported, but yield vrospects were
affected. In the important Immokalee-Fort liyers area, spring olentlngs 2re meking
fair  to good Drog“ess - Light harvesting is now being done, but it will be about
April 10 before much’ volume develops from this area and after the middle of April
before the ' area reaches full production. Light hervesting is in progress from the
" smell acreage in the Fort Pie“ce area. .This deal should get well underway around
April 5-10, In the Wauchule section, hPrvestlnb from the covered =zcresge is in
proébess. It will be about the niddle’ .of April before harvest sterts on much of the
- open flel&‘acre 2ge. In the liene tee-Ruskin section, very little prcduction is ex~
pected before eerly lley. . In the "ebster-Center Hill section, harvesting from the
covered acresge is now active. It will be lote A)rll or early ray bvefore the open
field plﬁntings in this section get into production. The spring crop in the North
- Florida section around G?lnesville ig mekln'r fair vprogress, but is somevh-t l-ter
‘than ususl. Prospects sre poor in 2ll sections of Texas excopt for a small irri-
gated acreage in the lower Rio Grrnde Valley. The Velley crop was reterded a little
| by the Februery 27 cold spell thet brought scattered frosts =nd caused some plant
| damage, but no totsl loss of acreage occurred. A light picking in this eree is
R expected eround April 5-10, but most of this cron will move to nearby merkets by
1 trucks. 'The extensive acresge in the Ingleside, Sandias, Riviers =nd Felfurriss non-
i irrigated sections hes been badly in need of moisture all secson. The acrerge in
the'se areas is lighter than usual; some plontings feiled .to come up =nd. stends are
"' generally poor. Additional pla 'nt damesze occurred during thc iarch 24 cold syell.
4~ Leaves were burnt on crops in the higher lend and plent losses were extensive in
the low lends. Some moisture wae recelved over most of the non-irrigrted aress the
last of Harch, but crops that’ will be held for production 2rec not expectcd to fur—
nish eny horvest until around mid-xay Average yields will be very light because
of the poor stends and shorter ‘then usuel hervesting season.

—_,y -

" Late Spring (7 States) Planting was comoleted by April 1 in Beldwin
A County, Alebem Some replenting was necessary because
“of cool weather. In South Crrolina, cucumbers are Just coming up. Condition is

reported good.
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EGGPLANT: Spring (Fle.) In the South Florida areas, weather conditions during re-=i
‘cent weeks have generally been unfavorable. for this crop. In
the Pompeno section, strong winds and dry weather prior. to the recent- rains mater- -
ielly affected production prospects, particularly on the .older plantings. A fair
acreage of younger plentings is moeking good progress. Recent rains should be ben-—
eficial to this acreage. The Pompeno section will continue to be the principal
source of supplies throughout April. At Fort Myers,.there are a few late plantings
end & féw old fields which have been pruned back that will furnish a light produc—
tion. The small acreage in the Everglades, which is in fair to good condition, is.
now being harvested. The crop.in the Plant City-lanatee section is generally.mak~—
ing fair{piogress_wiﬁh a very limited production in prospect before May. - The

small aéreage in North Florida was mostly transplanted in early March and is-making
feir progress. N ‘ B _ o o

ESCAROLE: Winter (fla.) ;The crop remaining for harvest is generally in.fair to
. L - 8ood condition., Indications are for a eontinued good supply

throughout April, with some late plantings expected  to provide -production during
most of iiay. The Evergiades end Zellwood sections are the principel sources of

supply at this time supplemented by light supplies from the. Sarasota and Sanford
sectiong. ' o ' . f . '

GARLIC: Summer (Calif.) Early acreages were nlanted on schedule but the setting
Ny of late garlic was delayed by ‘rains during the winter. The crop
hes made satisfactory progress to date but there is considerable variation in
stends and condition of fields. ’ » :

LETTUCE: Winter (Ariz., Calif., Fla., Tex.) Cold weather and poor market condi~
tlons have retarded Arizona production. Volume at Yuma is declin-
ing as the end of their season approaches. Lettuce from California is originating_
principelly from the Blythe desl although 2 small volume is still being harvested
from late fields in Imperial Valley. Shipments from Blythe are expected to decline
rapidly eofter the first week of April. Recent werm weather wes favorable for let-
tuce in the Desert areas and good size and quality is resulting. Lettuce shipments
from Florida continued to show a seasonal decline during the second half of March.
Recent veather conditions hesve not been favorable for late plantings especially
those in or near'the‘harvesting stage. Limited supplies continue in prospect
throughout April with most of the Iceberg production intended for local consumption.
Limited suppliés of Biston are availablé'in'the”Evérglades, Zellwood, end McIntosh
sections. . . :

Eerly Spring (Ariz., Celif., Ge., §.C., N.C.) Shipments from the Salt
River Valley of Arizona are increasing rapidly snd will .con—
tinue in hervy volume until the latter pert of April. Yume is expected to be out

of the deal about the middle of the month. Quality is improving with better growing
weather and sizes are shifting from mostly 5's to U4!'s. Hervesting of spring lettuge
in Celiforuia begen in a small way at Oxnerd about Harech 25 with production moving
to local markets. The Deleno deal opened March 31 and should. be in good volume dur~
ing the week of April 7. Stands generally look good ot Delano and plants are de~
veloping well, heving benefitted from recent warm weather. Harvest will get undex=
wey at Huron and Firebaugh during the week of April 7. Lettuce there looks good,
with good sizes =nd firm heazds in prospect. The first lettuce is expected out of
Salinas about April 10 but volume will be light for another ten days after the )
start. liost early fields look good, have good stends end are meking satisfactory (U
development. In Georgia, prospects comtinue bright. tiost of the crop is now in
good to excellent condition. Light harvesting begen the last week in March, with
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LETTUCE Early Spring (Cont'd.) peck movement exvectbd around m1d~April In the. .

' Beaufort area of South Carolina, harvest started during the
last Week of March and was 1ncreasin" in volume by April 1. Generally prospects
continue-bright. with most of the erop in very good condition. Supplies of good
quelity lettuce will-be available: for several weeks In both Georgia and South
Caroling,. some-damawe was reported;to first cuttings due to he=vy rains.

Lete Sprlng (N J Pa., Ida. Ore ,-,psh ) .. South Jersey growers started'

: seeding lettuce the last helf of herch and practically 211
the set acrenge wes completed by April 1. The. importent ‘Cederville and Vineland
"sections plented incressed acreages of Iceburg this season. Plents have made ex-
cellent, growth to date but need some wermer weether. Seeded acresge is a2bout com-
pleted in.the Great ileadows erea- and trensplenting has eterted Open field plent-
ings in: other Northeast Jersey areas are finished or in the process of beiag planted.
The spring acreage in Idzho this year will probebly be too. small to warrant en esti-
mete. Transplented lettuce seedlings in the Puget Sound district of Washington are
making good. progress under generally favorable but rether cool transplenting
weather. Direct seeding operations will not begin for several weeks until soil
temperature becomes more fevorable, Early transplented seedlings in the Bellevue
district show felr to good color, but cool weethor durlng most of iarch has retarded
normal development. At Yalla ‘allz most transplented lettuce hes been set out under ‘
fair but cool iiarch weather. A limited acreege hss been sterted in the Vencouver '
district, btut early growth has also been poor under very cool weather.

ONIONS:" Early Spring (Tex ) Although hervest hed been in progress over much of

the south Texas.onion area the lrst week in iiarch, growth of,
the later plentlngs and me-turity of- advenced crops was retarded. There is consid-
erable acreage of both whites and "ellows with bulbs sufficiently lerge to harvest .
but -with tops that have remeined green. There was o brief period of good maturing
weather with temperztures. zbove 100 degrees et several noints, but .this was followed
by temperatures at frost levels the morning of March 2u with cool weather and 1light
showers over most .of the aree the remainder of the week. Fleld work was practically
stopped most of the last week in iiarch in the Leredo erd ”1nter Garden sections,
much of the Coastal Bend, and pert of the Raymondville area. A lerge pert of the
movement the past week wes from shed stocks. . liost sections were expected to resume
field work gsterting Avril .. Prospective productlon 1s 1rghter in the Raymondville
sectlon ‘than: earlier conditions indicated but prospects continue fevorable in other
areas. Harvest ;of the Rwymondville and Lower Valley acreage.is. expected to be over
vy April 10-15. The Coastal Bend expects production through April.. Host of the
Laredo crop will be harvested during April, but 2 smell tonnege mey be aveilable in
the tearly part of liay. Most.of the YWinter Garden acreage will be harvested in
April.- Very:ittle tonnage is expected from the Eagle Pass section until the week
starting .liay . 5. ‘Prospects now point to most of the early spring crop being har-
vested about two veeks before the late. spring crop comes into.production.

.. Late Spring (Calif., Ariz., La , Tex., Ga.) Harvesting of early Cali= .
o _ fornla onions ‘is expected to begin in Imperial Valley about
April 10. .ilfany of the onions hervested during April will go to western mmrkets.
There will not be a substantial volume of Celifornia onions for eastern shipment
until .the Kern ‘county erop comes into production cbout mid-May. Conditions ere gen~
erally faverable in most late spring onien ezreas of Texps. liost crops were set at
about 'the usuel time but with limlted molsture reserves. liolsture conditions are
now favorable in most areas and the crop-is developing nicely. Because of :the un-
favorable moisture outlook earlier and the diseppointing experience many growers .
had with la:t yeer's crop there wes a smaller acreage plented than had been indi-~ .
cated earlier. Plants were plentiful but favorable moisture did not develop in time
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OHIONSf Late Sprlng (Cont'd ) to create much grower inﬁcrest end the errliest sec-
o : o tion& dia ddt ‘et ~ny rein until At wes too 1rt0 to plﬂni,,. \‘
The mrin ¢ cre?gc thls yeer is-in-tht older cst-blished" north Toxrs ﬂr0°—-E111§ Cout

ty north to-Collin™#nd Fehnin ecountiey. - Thore is procticAll
Teylor =nd Hearne sections. Although crops are" nog maklgb é%o&og%gﬁ%hggné aggein

good condition in most areas, very little production is expected from the north
Texes erea until ecerly June. A light harvest usually 'starts in the Ferris section
around liay 25, but movement of the main crop is not expected until early June.
Present conditions point to fairly good yields. The outlook 2t present for Georgie
is for a better then ~verage crop this yesr.  Little or no disease demage had shown
up to A»ril 1. Harvestlng is expected to begin around the third week in April.

Esrly Summer (6 States) Planting of the South Jersey acreage, con31sting
" mostly of set onions, was compléted in early liarch and
'plants have rooted well as a result of the cool damp weather. * Warmer weather is’
now needed to promote fast growth. 7Plants are cbout 2 inches above ‘ground. lioise
ture condltlons are favorable in' the Gre?t heedows area, and onion sets are in as
well as most of the seeded acreege ' S '

Late Summer (19 States) Plenting of the Idaho crop was delayed by a cold
' wet spring, probably 10 days to two weeks late. However,
April 1 plantings were being made under ffvorable conaltions Seedbgds were in

‘good shepe.

PEAS: Ezrly Spring (Calif., iiiss., S.C., N.C. ) An occasional car of California

peas hss been moving from a smell acresge in Imperial: Valley
but thet deal is about completed. The first car of peeas from Oceano went out on

“March 25 but the light volume harvested 'since then hes gone to local markets. Har—
vest is expected to stert this week on early fields of peas in Kern County and -
about April 15 on fields in the Huron area. Plantings in the River district appear
to be in good condition with harvest sterting there after mid-month. The small cmp
of green peas.in South Carolina is in good condition. Shipments are expected to
begin around mid-April end increase in volume'during the lest half of the month.

Late Spring (5 States) The Idaho crop was ‘being planted two weeks or
: more late, plenting belng delayed by a wet cold spring.
Early transplﬁnted peas in the Auburn-Keat district of Washington are off to a good |
stert and limited ‘field setting is continuing. However, grower interest in raising
green peas is reported very 11mited this year. "+ Crop condition on April 1 was gen-
erally satisfactory. : - ' ol

GREEN PEPPERS: Spring (Fla.)  Because of relatively adverse growing conditions and
e2bove normal temperatures, the pepper crop in South Florida |
passed -its peak production earlier than generzlly anticipated. Supplies continued |
to decline during the second half 'of March and that portion of the ‘crop left for ‘
spring harvest in this area is considerably lighter than usual. The younger plant-
ings in the important Pompeno section are only in fair condition, but this section
will continue to be the principal source of supplies during April. At Fort Myers,

a few fields are still in fair condition although most of the acreage has been
picked out. In the Everglades, peak harvest has been passed, but supplies are ex-
pected to continue throughout April and into iay. In the important Plnnt City area,
1ight hervest 'is in progress, but it will be mid to late April before any substan-
tial volume develops. In the Webster section light harvesting will start in early
April, but it will be lete April before any ‘substantial volume develops.  In the ‘(Kg
Sanford-Samsula section, the crops are generally in fair condition. In North ;
Florida, the crop is making fairly good progress. ‘
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GREEN PEPPERS: ZEarly Summer (3 States) Mississippi pepper plants appear in good
L ’ condition and trensplenting to fields 1s now underway.

GOILERCIAL BARLY IRISH POTATOES: Winter (Tex., Fla.) Harvesting in Dede County,
‘  Florida is expected to be largely com-

pleted by the first week in April,

Early Snrlng (Fla., Tex.) Florida's spring crop has generally made fair
to good progress and indications are, for good yields, but
below last year s excellent yields. 1In the imnortent Hcatings ‘section, harvest did
not get started as early as was anticipated, but digging is now in progress and vol-
ume production should be reached by mid-April. At LeCrosse, the crop is meking very
‘good progress with digsing expected in late April or ebout the first of May. In the
Bverglades, a good crop is in prospect with active harvest expected to commence
‘about April 10, Light hervesting is in progress at Indiantown and the Balm-Plent
City section of Cen%ral Florida. Harvest of the Texas Lower Velley crop sterted in
the Raymondville ares the latter part of ilarch end & f few solid cers hrve been
shipped. .The San Benito-Brownsville area expected to start harvest April 1. Acre-
age is small this year and most of the crop is expected to be harvested by April
15-20. . - :

Lote §B~ing (Celif., Le., iiiss., Ala., Ga., S.0., Ariz., Tex., Okla., Ark.,
' Tenn., N.C. ) Harvest is not expected to begin in Kern

County,. California until aboup April 20. :In recent yecrs, many Edison fields have
been dug esrly, secrificing mPturity end yielc for fevorable early market prices.
However growers ere expeeted to allow tubers to meture before digzing this yeer.

The erop generally is in good condition elthough scattered light frosts occurred on
March 21 and.a strong, warm wind whipred vincs in the Edison district on Merch 27.
Potatoes in later districts are meking satisfactory .progress 2nd. good stands have
beecn obtaived in most fields. A few fields at.Delsno »nd at Fresno w:re planted as
late es April 1, but. should produce satisfactory yields berring extremely warm
“"weather later in the seasou. Progress of the Louisiesna crop was reterded by cool,
damp weather in February, but most of it is in fair condition. Earliest hervest is
expected durlnb the lest week of April. Conditions ia Alabeme heve been very favor-
able. for this erop and excellent yields sre in prospect. . Growth has been rapid and
there hes “ean no serious disesse or insect demagze. Some minor hervest is expected
ebbda,kpr;; 15, with movement in volume the last week in- April. Irish potatoes that
wole plented early in Georgia are up to good stonds, but growth hes been :etarded by
eLad, wet weather. We"tﬁer conditions have. hindered field operatlons in SOLuh

is Tﬁ-reesonebly grod conditlon.' Stends are a blt irregular due to some loss by rot,
but damege wes not as seveore ¢s first indic"ted., Conditions are favorable in most
late enring areas of Texas end plenting has becen. active the pest 10 days. idost
CTops were aot fer enough edvanced to be hurt by the lete liarch cold spell. Scat-
“tered crops in the enrliest sections were cut back to the ground but most of -these
plentings will meke new growth., liost of the lrter ereas hove .ample meisture o
_complete planting end for crovs to get e good stert. . Plenting of the 4xXanses crop
was less then half complete on April 1. Cold westh.r and cold reins hrve d deleyed
this operation. Too much rein delryed plenting in Tennessee. On April 1 this oper~
ation was precticelly. completed in the Fronklin,'Coffse arecn, but had h-rdly:begun
.on the Cumberlend Plateau. The Tennessec poteto crop is'» week to 10 dnys late but
' pot as late as.in 1951, Discouraging prices of recent years, shortege of laber .and
high-priced seed have all contributed to a drastic reduction in acrecge for 1952.
Pl°nting of the North Carolina crop has been deleyed considerably by hesvy reinfall.
Some growers heve not finishcd planting yet. Replenting is general throughout the

potato producing arcas with verhaps more replAanting being done in the Elizabeth City
area than in other aress of the Strte. The orth Cﬂroline crop will be late this ymr..
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COLiLRCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: .Summer (Va., 5id., Ky, ii0y, Kens., Nebr., Tex.,. .

. " i AT-0 i Gan, N.J.) ilost of the Kentucky acreage
h2s been planted. Seed wasg high-priced and more than the usu~l percentege of the
ecréage in this State was planted with home~-gidvm secd. Planting of the Texas Paif-
hendle summcr cron was delayed by cold windy weather and frosts. This operation
wzs in full swing the last weck of Harch, 2nd is éxpected to be completed e~rly in
April. Cool weather =nd excessive moisture delayed plenting in the important Cen~
trel Jersey Counties about a week, but Planting in South Jersey is about on sched-
ule. As of April 1, planting of a reduced acreage in Centr=l Jersey wes in full

swing.

SHALLOTS: Spring (La.) Hervest of the Louisiana spring crop is in full swing.
! R . LT "+ "Cool nights during the past month

hrve been iderl for shaliotél Condifion of the crop was olso improved by the reins
the end of iisrch. -

SPINACH: 'finter (Tex., La., Calif.) The acresge in the Eagle Pass section of Texas
thet was 'plented for esrly April hervest, will not be utilized

for fresh merket shipment. iiost of the acreage was being harvested the latter part
of ilrrch for local processors. & light movement for fresh market hes continued
from the "inter Garden, but most of the production from this area will be harvested

by the early part of April.

Spring (9 States) Spinach seeding in Vashington was underway during the

: . last two weeks of March, although wet fields from recent reing
hindered operztions in the Puget Sound district. A few fields are now well estab-
lished and making feir progress but growth wasg generally retarded by cool Merch
wezther. Some acrerge of spinach for processing hes been planted 2t Walla Walla for
trial purposes, In the V-ncouver district early spinach seeding is underway, with
meny fields Jjust beginning to germinate. Generally_sPeaking, ilarch weather has been
very poor for seedling germination in western Washington. Heavy movement of spinach
continues from the Van Buren area of Arkanses and this spring!s crop of fresh market
spinach has promise of being the largest since the ‘Jorld War II period. Moisture
supply is emple and movement should continue until hot weather. In New Jersey
wintered-over spinsch looks fairly healthy as a result of the generally open winter.
The lest week of Jonusry which brought extremely low temperatures coused some win-
ter-kill but this wes confincd to low spots end poor soil. No cuttings in any vol-
ume are expected for another 3 or 4 weeks. The spring-seeded crop is breaking
through the ground in South Jersey, but seeding operations will continue throughout
the growing sesson in North Jersey, perticulsrly im the Budd Leke area. Wintered-
over spineach in the Bucks-#iladelphis area of Pennsylvania ceme through the open
vinter in only fair condition. Acreage for harvest is small =nd yield prospects
°re not encoureging. Light harve.-t of these fields is expected about April 15.
Eerly spring seedings znd the fow winter sown crops made good progress in late Lizrch
and some acreage will be re2dy to hervest by May 1. A limited acreage of spring
spinach was planted in Illinois in l-ote Februery end esrly March end is now coming
up. 4 smell acresge of wintcred-over spincch will also be hervested. The cold win-
ter and wet spring have not been favorable for this crop.

SQUASH: Spring (Fla.) Late plantings in the South Florids areas are in poor to
fair condition and-most of this acreage is sbout picked out although
2 light production is in prospect for several wecks. In the importent Plent City
section, the crop is mostly in fair condition with some setback from the recent ‘[(\\
heavy rains. Harvesting is. now in the active stage and supplies vill -continue toin-T

crease from this section as tlhe month progresses. In the MclIntosh sec¢tion of North
.Florida, the acre~ge is much reduced from 122t yeer 2nd the average maturity of the
crop is slightly leter thrn usual. Light harvesting is expected to stert in early
‘Apr?l with active hrrvest during mid-April and e-rly May.
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 STRAYBIRRIES:  Winter (Fla.) The reins during the ‘last wcek of March brought the

harvest of the crop in the Plsiit City-"louchula aree vrac-
ticoelly to a close. Vary light hozrvest will continue for e fiw weeks with most of
the production going to processors. In the Starke-Lawtey section of North Florida,
harvesting was interrupted by the reins during the lattir pert of the month. This
smell producin@ section should resume nctive hrrvest in 3 fow doys sand continue to.
he a source of light supplies throughout April.
Early Spring (Le ) Ale., Tex., Cclif.) Beceuse of cool nights, ad-
o  vancement of the Louisiana - ‘crop has been very slow.
ith necded réiné the 1 st two deys. of‘nbrch follovicd ' oy we rm weather, volume of
shipments should increzse. Development of the Alabema crop has been slowed by the
cool rreather. iiovement is feirly heevy from Conecuh County with minor harvesting

- underwey in the Butler County arée. Movement from Chilton County is expected to
_start in mid-April with the peck 2bout iiey 1. A light but increasing volume is

moving .to: locel merkets from vatches in all Bouthern California districts. A con-
s1derable increase in volume 1s looked for during the next two weeks zs harvest
becomes generel . :
' Mid—Spring (13 States) In South Carpline, strawberries ere in good
oo ' “r~*  ~ gondition and prospects continuc bright for a good~ @Fh -
Harvest is expected to begin around April 15. Cool rainy, weather has reterded the
growth of Tennessece berries which on April 1 had very little foliage. The 1951
drought sevorely reduced stands of new plentings which has resulted in 2 much smellx
percentage of one-yoar o0ld fields then usual. Unless April is unusuelly favorable
the Tennessee yield of berries will be only moderate. Snipments are expected to
begin the first week of kiey in West Tonnessse, and about e week later in the Port-
land srce of Middle Tennessee. Beds did considerable blooming in Arkenses through-
out the wnususlly mild winter and it is too early to tell what effect this will hew
on the crop. 4An early harvest wes in prospect a fow vweeks 2go but cold weather the
latter pert of ilarch deleyed the crop somewhat and it is unlikely thet volume move-
ment vill et underwey much before iley 1 in the "hite County and Crawford-Sebastian
arecs. The seeson is usually soméwhet l#er in Seerey County end Northwest Arkensas,
In the latter pert of liarch blooms were killed 2s fast a2s they ceme out in the
White County and Crawford-Sebestian 2reas. Fields in these ereas were white with
bloom:on April 1 end there were meny smell berries. 014 beds have been neglected
and sre quite grassy end vprospects #ra not wromising. New beds which have hed good
cere could produce a feirly lerge crop of berries if conditions from now on sre-
fevoreble. TFor the Stote es a vhole prospects at this time ere just feir. Growers
are very much concerned over being eable to obtain lsbor to pick the berries. Plant:
in the Cairo end Union County areas of Illinois heve started to bloom. As of April
1, growers in the Centrelia area, there the crop is usuaslly 10 days to 2 weeks late:
were busy uncovering beds. iipst of the new 1951 plentings show poor stends end wee;
growth of plents thet survived the winter. 01ld beds ere in just foir to average
condition. Kentucky acreage is likely to be dowvm from lest yesr, especieclly in
western and southern sections, +here pickinz labor hes been en importent factor.
A much lerger then usuel portion of the acrerge this yesr is mede up of old beds.
Yeather hPS been favorable this spring--no long werm spells to bring berries elong
too fast. Plonts heve started blooming in southern counties. New beds appeer vig-
orous but meny of those cerried over look thin and scravmy. “inter demage was light
but lack of core ~nd dry westher demage is reflected in-the 0l1d beds. Production
of mid-spring Celifornia strawberries is expected to begin in the Sen Joayuin Valley
about April 10. Acreages in the Fresno erca escaped recent light frosts although
temperatures dropped to 32 degrees there on lierch 21. Werm weethrr after that date
hass encouraged e her VJ sot of blooms and lerge yields erc in prospect. Harvest is
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STRAYBERRIES: iiid-Spring (Cont'd.) expected to begin about mid-month on acreages ‘
around Hodesto. Although a few crates of berries are- ex-—
pected from the Elorln district of Sacramento County about April 21, no volume is
expected until after the first week of ifay. The cyclamen mite has been troublesome

in thet area. General conditions in g1l districts are good, however,

Late Spring: (11 States) It hes been too cool and wet for this crop
in all sections of New Jersey. On April 1, beds in

the southermost perts of the State were beginning to show 2 little leef growth New
plantings are now underway. Moisture ‘supply is edequete and winter-kill at this
date appe~rs to be at g minimum. Strawberries wintered well in Pennsylvania. Many
beds still remain mulched but those uncovered in the southern areas are beginning
to show some color. Premier, the leading variety o few years ago, is rapidly being
revleced by newer verieties. In Ohio, even though the winter has been mild, alter-
nete freezing and thawlng has caused o considerable amount of heaving of the soil.
Plants are still dorment. in northern Ohio. Dry weather last summer retarded growth
and unprotected beds in northern Ohio suf fered some winter 1njury but mulched beds
2re in good condition. There is little evidencs of injury in southern Ohio. 'ith
normal weather conditions plents will bloom during the first half of May Straw-
berry fields in Western Washington began their spring growth with the mild weather
of late liarch. Growers generally heve discovered very little winter damage but in
Yestern Washington considerable loss of plants is reported from lest summer!s drought
vhere irrigetion facilities were not available. The generally dry winter hes reducd
the occurence of root rot considerably. Present crop prospects are good where ir-
rigation wes possible last summer, but only fair on non—1rr1gfted plantings.

TOMATOES: ZEerly Spring: (Flas., Tex., Calif.) Considering the cumulative effects
of the adverse growing conditions in Florida since the
spring tometo crop wes planted, the bulk of the acreage is in fair to good condition.
Late plantings in Dade County (set after Jenuary 1) were damaged severely by heavy
rains during the last few days of March end quality has run down considerably. Har-
vesting will be finished on most of this spring acresge around mid-April, but with
favorable weather will continue on some of the better drained fields throughout Apri.
In the Immokalee section, harvesting of the spring crop is well advanced end produc-
tion should be at its best during April., In the important Fort Pierce area, harvest
ing hes started on a crop in fair %o good condition but it will be after the middle
of April before this deal gets into full productlon In the Manatee-Ruskin end “ho
Wauchula-Plont City sections the recent heavy rains retarded progress temporari.l

and caused some loss in prospective production. Ilost of the acreage is still yong
enough to make a good recovery under favorable growing conditions. Very light her-
vesting has started, but it will be late April before volume production is reached.
Slightly increased plantings in the area extending from Webster to McIntosh are in
fair to good condition. There has been some increase in irrigated acreage, but the
ma jority of the plantings ere not irrigated. Earliest harvesting is expected to be-
gin during the last few days of April and reach peak volume after May 10. Progress
of the Lower Valley, Texas, crop wes seriously retarded by the late February cold
spell and considerable damage occurred in the older plantings. Although frosts in
the Valley were scattered, demage was extensive, and recovery has been slow because
of high winds and lack of water for irrigation. Prior to the late February cold
spell, irrigated areas showed promise of early March production. Many of the ad-
vanced plentings were cut back severely by frosts end some demage occurred in the
intermediate plantings, but the younger plantings came through with less damage.
Stends were -thinned and some acrezge was abandoned, By the end of March most of the
older plantings that were held for production had mede new top growth and had stert-"
ed to put out a new bloom. Plantings of all ages vwere having difficulty holding a
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. TOIIATOES: Barly Spring (Cont'd) bloom because of lack of water. Light rains were
received over nost of 'the Volley the last of Merch with a

few scsttered sectlons receiving feirly good rains. This relief is only temporary
and provided very little water reserve for irrigation: A light harvest started the
latter part of larch from plantlngs thot escaped demage in February. Solid carlot
movement is expected in light volume: until around ‘April 21-26.: Most of the early
hzrvest will furnish production of only feir quelity and' 'additional rains will be
needed. to improve quality and yield prospects. Production of tometoes from Inperial
'Vclley, Callfornla continues at a low level, with the bulk of the crop moving to
Southern California merkets. It will be late April before substantial production
is rcalized from Imperial Valley plentings. In Corchélla Velley, plents are meking
good growth and light production is expected shortly after mid-month.

Late Spring: (Tex., La., Miss., $.C., Ge., Ala.) Eerly plentings in
: . the late spring arezs of Texas received a severe setback
by the. March 2L cold spell vhich caused heavy but scettered frosts over part of
Qeast Texas and extended into the Yozkum and Faelfurrias ereas. Damage was most se-
‘ vere in the Yoakum area where the crop was well advanced. Totzl plant loss was
greater in these older plantings, and it is too late to replent in this area. To-
tal loss of acréage was heevy in the lierlin and iiileno sections and there wes some
loss in other east Texas sections. Plents in most of the east Texas arecas, however,
were in cold frames and were ‘protected from the low tempesratures. Growers in the
Marlln and iiilsno sections were trying to get plants to replent most of their acre-
9ge{ Conditions ,ere favorable for setting of plents to the fields cnd transplent-
ing is expected to strrt in the Avery section around the middle of April. liost of
,these later ﬁreas h°Ve e good moisture reserve and with favorable growing temper-
atures- crops should get st-rted at about the usual time. Production from the early
sections is ‘expected to be later than’dsual ond a much lighter acre~ge is now in
pr03pect;. In iiississippl, plants are being transplented to fields. Trensplanting
. started 2round ilerch 15 and wa= about 90 percent comnlete by April 1 in the Beau-
fort-Charleston area of South Carolina. The crop is in good condition. Trans-
planting continues in other areas of the State. In Georgia, some tomatoes have been
set to.the fields and good stands are reported. The shortege of good plsnts is be-
comlng acute, but it is hoped thls gituation will clear up in time to get the acre-~
age set. i

Early Sunmer (11 Stetes) Early summer tomatoes in the Sen Josquin Val-
‘ley of California made satisfactory progress during iierch.
L1ght frosts occurred in the Cutler district on lierch 21 but most. fields were still
capped ond since temperatures were low for only a chort period it is not likely the
crop was seriously damaged. Trensplanting of the early shipping acreage at ilerced
begen sbout iiarch 25 and is now active in other early districts. In Tennesses,
trensplenting of plents from hotbeds to cold frames is prectically completed on
schedule. Plents are growving satisfoctorily and should be set in field during the
lsst 10 days of April.

WATERIELONS: Late Spring (Celif., Fla.) Watermelon plantings in California gener-
erally are in good condition but growth has been retarded
by cool weather. Some replanting has been necessary. arvest is not expected to
get under way in the Desert areass until after mid-liey. The condition of the water-
melon crop continues very irreguler in Florida as the result of the adverse weather
during Februery and March. Stends are uneven and the average advencement is behind
that which is generally considered to be normal for this time of the year. Soil
moisture 1s generally adequete at this time end with fervoreble temperatures for a
few weeks, crops could show considerable improvement. Current opinions are thot the
below normal, condition of the erop will more than offset the increased plenting. In
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VATERIEZLONS: Lete Suring (Cont'd) the Immokglee—Fort liyers section, the first car
T was shipped on Herch 29, .This deal should be in active
h~rvest by mid-April. In the Centrel Florida arez: (Ocela to Bartow) the crop renges
from poor’ to good. The first shipments from. this area ere expected” abotit Hay 5 to

10, but thc average adVencement of the crop is leter then usual. In the Ocale-
Galneqville—mewberry Tonton-Chicfland area, there 1s also a wide range in the
progress of the crop--from runhing to’ Just coming up. First shipments are expected
the lost of uey uith most crops starting after the firs% of June. In the Live Oak
arec, the crop is not as much délayed as in the earlicr areas. However, there is
some irrcgulerity in stends dué.to replanting. Earliest shipments expected around
June 10 with most fields startinb to harvest after the middle of June. _ -

Eerly Summer (12 Stetos) Considerable acreege”in the‘e”rly non-irri-

' gated sections of Texes is expected to be replanted as
a rosult of dameze from the iiarch 24 frosts thet reached 2s far south as the Fal-
furrias section. Damage to plants in the Falfurriss section was .extensive, but to-
tel loss of acrcage from these frogts wes light. liolsture in this a area, however,
hss been very limited all 'sesson and progress of. melons has. been re tarded more by
the high uinas and lack of moisture than by the 1ate March cold spell, Some re-~
planting 1s necess°ry—-on e light scale in the Sendla sectlon but quite generally
in the Stockd le #nd Pleasanton sections. TFairly: good showers were receivsd in
these arcas the lattcr part of lierch and if good. growing weather prevails’ these
‘crops are not expected to ‘be much more then a weel 1 ter then usual, Fairly good
shovers were received in these areas ‘the: 1atter part of March 2and if .good growing
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weather prevails these crops are not expected to be much more than 2 week later than

usual. Fe1rly ‘good ‘rains were received in the: Pearsell section and’ conditions. are
now favorable for the planting of melons. in many of the mid-season areas, melnly
around Elgin, Lockhart: and Taylor. A fairly ﬁood-s1zed early acrezge. 1s in ‘good
condition in' the-irrigated sections of the Lower Valley, Laredo and Winter Garden
which should be “‘in production about.the ususl time, starting in late May, but most
of this early vroduction will move by truck. Plenting in the later areag is oX—
pected to start’ the eerly part of April, dependlng on suitab‘e moislure as some of
the late sections are in need of additional. moisture.. Watermelon plwntlngs in

~ South Georgia is being delayed due .to wet weather conditions now. prevailing. No
plenting has taken place in Central Georgia to-date. Watermelon plantlng in South

Carolina is expected to begin during the week of April 6. Intended acreage is about

the some es that harvested lest. yecr.
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