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TRUCK CROP NEWS
MAY" 15, 1981

Conditions during the first half of May were favorable for vegetahle crops in
most producing ‘areas, the.Bureau of Agricultural Economics roported today.

In many central and northern scetions:field work pro gressed rapidly and many
growing crops are overcoming earlier. delaya. Dry weather is threatening crops
in most South Central and Southsastern States, but injury to date has not been
severe, In.Texas, early spring érops are still later than usual, while mid-
season and later areas are about on schedule. In California, conditions have
been favorable, but shipments are not expanding as rapidly as usual because of
_earlier cool weather delays. In most other western States, prospedts for

' vegetable crops improved during early May.

‘Most vegetable crops are making good progress ih the New Englend -and Middle
Atlantic ‘States. ‘Most areas in these States had frost-on May 14 but, with the
exception of some damage to strawberries in a few localities, injury was
negligibleé, "Most areas have also received good rains, but warm, windy days
immediately after mid-month were rapidly drying out surface moisture. In the

* South Atlantic States, field work is progressing satisfactorily, and harvest

“of spring -crops is rapidly moving into the more northern areas. ‘Rains are
needed in most of these States and the lack of moisture is already injuring
crops in the southern States of the group., The shipping season is nearing the
~end in South Florid'e. and total vegetable shipments f‘rom the State are declining.

Crops have continued to 1mprovc, in Texas and soveral areas-have received bene-
ficial rains, Development is still'3 to 4 weeks late in many early spring
areas, but mid- and iate- seasori’areas are about on schedule. In the other
South Central States, fmost ¢ropd have made good progress, but soils ars getting
dry and rains are needed to prevent injury.. ' B
Prospects improved during early May in Colorado and are good in all areas of
the State except the San Luis Valley, where there is an acute shortage of
irrigation weter, Rains and warmer weather have been beneficial in Washnngton .
and Oregon, and prospects are favorable in Utah. Relatively cool weather in
California has favored lettuce, but has resultéd- in slow growth of meny summer
cropss Total shipments from the’ State are 1ncreas1ng but not as rapidly as is
normal I‘or thls seaSQn ‘of the year,
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ARTICHOFES: Winter (Calif,) Althuugh the scason is practically finished in
TTTTT celifeinjs, liwited sunplies are still available and are
moving both to Jocel TiTZBEI '4fd eesbern outlets, Imring the last half of May
most growers will begin to cut their vines and prepere. the fields for the 1951 fq))
seasgon, : . . . _

ASPARAGISy Early Spring (Calif,, Oreg,, Wash,, §,C,) In Califomia shipping was

’ terminated late in April, but hervest for processing hag
continued aotive, and a substautial volume has besen available for local fresh
market outlets, The daily production of asparsgus has been influenced greatly by ‘
prevailing temperatures and at times processors were only able to fill about 50
percent of their requirements, Temperatures during the past few days have been
favorable for an increasing production of this orop, Asparagus outting in Washing.
ton finaily hit full stride around May 8 as warmer nights brought on normal growth,
Fresh market requirements have not been large, end the bulk of ourrent supplies is
going to processors, Quality is good to exceilent,

late Sgrings (id,, Dei,, N,J., Pa,, Mass,, ¥ich,, Il1,, Iowa, N,Y,) Cutting

started April 26th in Delawere and Marylend, about a week sarlier
than the late start last year, A rather 4ry spring over the major asparagus areas
of the two states has made cultivation easy but reduced production, The dry weather
with oool nights has restricted growth, and volume has not been heavy. Peak
volume will be moving to market during the last half of May, Asparagus beetles
have been numerons, but weather conditions have permitted effective control, In
New Jersey ocool nights have reterded growth, tbut movement has increased as a ree
sult of this week's warm sunny daye, A heavy volume continues to move over the
Swedesboro and Pedricktown auctions and lighter quantities over the Vineland and
Hightstown auctions, Anproximately 85 percent of the State acreage for fresh
market lies in Gloucester, Salem and Cumberlend Counties, Last week's rain was
very beneficial and most beds are in good ocondition, Peak movement oould occur
nearly any day end denends entirely umpon the weather, Production of asparagus in
Bucks oounty and other southern and eastern sections of Pennsylvania is holding wp
well in spite of the long period of dry weather, Volume of marketings is slowly
increasing, 1In Erie ocounty and in seotions of the west present movement is light
but quality is excellent, In Massschusetts a heavy frost on May l4th caused &
temporary reduction in wupplies, but beds are in good condition and good ylelds.
are indicated, 1In the important Hampshire County area soils are still too dry for
best growth, First receipts in the Boston Produce Market were reported April 30,
several days earlier tlian usual, Harvest has begun in Michigan and is fast
reaching wolume proportions, Quality is very good, . Processors expect heavy
recaipts to oontinue for 2-1/2 to 3 weeks, followed by a gradual decrease until
the end of the season & week or so later, Cutting is under way in all seotions of
Illinois, Harvest in the Cook County area was interrupted for several days by
Hoeavy rains during the past week, Quality remains good in most areas, The orop
has suffered some from the lack of moisture in southern Illinoid, At mid<May:
moderate to liberal supplies of asparagus were reaching local markets throughout
New York, with the pealc production expeoted late in the month,

LIMA BEANSg Spring (Fla,, Ga,, S.C.) Harvesting in the importent Hawthorne sectiot
of Florida started around Mey 10 and should be in its peak
from May 21 to June 9, ~AIlthough stands are irregular the crop is generally in faif
condition, Harvest of baby limas and butterbeans is active in the Plant City area
In South Carolina, lima beans are suffering from lack of moisture and are in only
fai¥ oondltlon, Movement from the decreased acreage this year is expeoted to be=
gin around June 10 and reach peek about June 20,
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LIMA. BEANSy . Summer (N,,G.,,Md. » NWYa, NoJ,) In Maryland weather during the first
R . ‘half of Iy was, favorable for Fordhooks, - Fields are in - -
excellent condition and w ltivation-has-progressed without interruption, Stamds
in the w@pomi'o"o-somerset area of the Eestern Shore are very good in most fields,
and replanted.early fields are abbut up with the main planting, Plants have .
developed rapidly and are of good color, .In New Jersey last weelk's rains were
very benefieial but more moisture is nesded in Cumberland and Cape May Counties,
Stends are good but growth has been somewhet slow due to oool nights,. Plants, .
hanre,.gr.()wri'.'l;?7 about 4 inches high in South Jersey, . N

. . o L. Y .
SNAP BEANSe Early Spring (Tex,,Fla,) -Supplies are still available in the Lower
' " Valley of Texas and & light movement has started in
other early areas, Harvest in the 1at§T areas is expected to.start late in the.
month, - Conditions are generally favorable in all sections, "In'Florida harvesting
of snap béans declined rapidly during the first half of ths month and the active
marketing seagon is practically over, o o .

MideSprings = (Calif,, La,, Miss,, Ala,, Ga., S.C.}  California production ‘stepped
— . up materially during .the past two weeks with the bulk of current
supplies originating in Coachella Valley, ‘Supplies have.also been coming from -
bush plantings in San Diego County and from a limited acreage of pole beans in
Tulare County, An increasing volume will be harvested during the next two weeks
in all distrijets as more acreage reaches maturity, - Production from the Spring
orop is lighber than usual due te cool weather whish has held back harvest and’
cut yields, Volumé movement of Iouigisna. -beans began May i2 with peak movement
expected about .May 20, Quality Ts TaIr To good, A light harvest of Mississippi
snap beans is now under way from the more advapced plantings, .Movement should - :
continue through most of June, ' The crop is begimning to suffer from lack of rain,
Harvesting of snap beans is just beginning in south Georgia, Quelity from first
pickings was poor due to the-cold late spring, - The orop 1s in need of rain, '
Planting has started in north Georgia and is expected to become general in the.
next two weeks, - In South Carolina, snap bean harvest is well under way ‘but the
crop. has suffered heavy damage Irom the unusually dry weather, Sales are expected
to be heaviest. during the wee!; of May 20, : ' »

late Springg (N.CL, Ark,, Va.) . In Arkansas most fields are up to good stands
T and making satisfaotory growih, Although the mcisture . supply is-
gengrally sufficient at present rain will be needed soon in most areas, The bean
beetle was troublesome for a time in the Alme<Van Buren area mt has suddenly .
disappeared, The orop is late and movement will probably start about June 11 in
west central counties and about two weeks later in the northwest, Virginia snap
beans are maling good growth, but rain is nesded at this time, The orop is being
cultivated and is generally free of grass and weeds, Picking will start during
the last week of May. A : _ :

Early Surmers (Ma,, Del,, N.,J., N,Y., ‘Pa,, I11,) Condition of the snap bean
, ‘erop in the Somerset-Wicomico area of Maryland is good to .
Sxcellent, - Fields are olean, stands are good and golor of plants is very good,
P:'Lan’cs In earliest fields are 6 to 8 inches high, Harvest will start during the
first week of ‘June with good supplies available the 2nd week of the month, Plants
ire just coming “through the groind in the Baltimore area of the State -« a few
fields  have plants 2 inches high, Last week's rains were very beneficial in New
y ' needed in Cumberlend and Cape May Counties, = - -
4nds are good-and growth has been rapid during the last few days. of warm, sumny
Yoather, Plantd stend about & inches high in.South Jersey and about 4 imches high
In Burlington County, Planting started in the central New York region in early .
kY, and substential plantings were made.in Chautauqua County .and in the Hudson ..




lLate Springy (N.C., Va., Md., Tenn,, Ky., Ohio, Mo,, Wash,) ‘Harvest of Virginis

-
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SNAP ‘BEANSy FEarly Summer (Gont'd.,) Valley, ' Early plentings have been made in

' a1l sections of Pennsylvania, In the Bucks-Philadelphia
area early snap beans, are from 4 to 5 inches high end have a nice stand, Where
beans are up in other areas, they ure generally in(good shape, although growth hag
been retarded by cool weather. About four -fifths of the beans in sathern Illinoig
heve been planted with some up to e height of 2-4 inches, R

BEETS; Spring (la., S.C., N.C., Va,) The heaviest movement of South Caroling
beets is over, but a light volume will be availeble during the
reminder of the month, Shipments of Virginia beets started during the second

week of May and harvest of this crop will be at peak May 20-to June 10, - ' q

Sumers (N.J., Pa., N,Eng,) Stands are good in the Vineland section of New Jersey

and rapid growth occurred during the past few days of warm sunny weather,
Seeding continues in the Northeast Jersey mark et garden sections, Early beets are.
makizng, fair growth in the Bucks-Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania, Irrigated
crops look good, In other areas of the State early planted garden orops are just
above ground, Early seeded beets are above ground and stends are generglly good in
New England, The relatively small transplanted crop is also in good condition, but
Erowth of all beets has been moderately slow, Light offerings of bunched beets "
from transpianted fields should beocome available before June 10, .

in the Salinas and Samta Maria Distriots of california but the season
has nearly ended, In New England a substential increase In broccoll acreage is
indicated this year, ost Tields are in exocellent condition, The first marketings

are expected during the first week of Juns,

BROCCOLYs  (Celif., N,Eng,) Limited supplies of broocoli are still availahle

CABBAGEs Winter (Calif,, Ariz,, Tex,, Fla,) Cabbage is in plentiful supply in
southern California, A fair volume continues to move into carlot
channels principally from San Diego and Ventura Counties, but the tulk of the crop
is being sold loocally, Due to the rather sizeable late plantings, supplies are '
expocted to remain at a high levei for the next two weeks, A few ocars a day cone
tinued to move out of the Salt River Valley area of Arizona during the first half
of the month but this deal should be completed soon, Florida cabbage shipments
declined rapidly during the first half of May and the active marketing season is
practically over for this orop, Some late acreage is available in most of the -
importent shipping sections and a light harvest could continue during the balanoe
of the month if market conditions justify, Cutting at this time is mostly om

orders. .

Barly springy (la., Miss,, Ale., Ga., S.C.) Mississippi cabbage of good quality
ig nmow moving in volume, The cTop averages later than usual, and
movement should continue into early June, The crop is needing rain now, ‘The '
south Georgia cabbage crop has been very disappointing from setting time through’
early iarvesting, Through May 12, only 225 cars had moved by rail compared with
1,382 to the same date last yrar, In north Gecrgia cabbage is being set to t’he
fields under favorable conditions, 1In South Carclina, the cabbage harvest is
about over, Supplies will be available in the Charleston area until around June 1

but the quality harvested will depend upon market conditions,.

late soring cabbage started the week beginning May 14, Shipments
are now light, but cutting is rapidly jncreasing and movement will be general fI%
May 20 to June 15, In Maryland plants made good growth during the first half Ofd
May and fields are clean and In very good condition, Harvest'will start the thir
week of May on the Eastern Shore, with increasing volume through June, In Weste?
Maryland early planted cabbage is just commencing to head, while later cabbage b8
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CABBAGEs: late Spring (Cont'd,) just been set, Cabbage progress was fair in

- ' - Tennessee during the first half of May but rain is needed
for best growth, Cebbage in southesstern Ohio made good, growth during the past

two weeks, Some cabbage will be available soon after June 1, but it will be near
mid-June before marketing becomes heavy, In Kentucky, plants are showing good
progress, following the iate start, Color is gcod but only a few are showing signs
of heading, In Washington, most fields have responded well to the recent favorable
weather, Frost-demaged plants are showing some new growth and a healthier eolor,
More edvenced plantings, which were less affected by the frcst, and the young
plants recently set out are in good condition, RERE

ferly Summersy. (N.J., N.Y,, Ga., Ind,, Il1,, Iowa, N,Bng,) Most New Jercey -
- growers :report good stands and color, although growth was somwhht
slow until the recent warm sunny days, First plantings have been completed in all
areas except the high ground sections around Budd lake, where less than half of the
intended acreage has-been set, last week!s rains were very helpful, In New York
early cabbage was transplanted in inoreasing volume during the first half~ ol Yay

in all market garden areas of the State and was making rapid growth on Long Island,

About three-fourths of the plants have been set out in the Cock County area of
Illinois, In the reminder of the State, about 75 percent have been set out in
The Quincy and Peoria areas, and about 80 to 85 nercent in the East St, Louis end
Annarareas, Earliest plants are about 4 inohes high, In New BEngland an increase
in early cabbage, acreage over 1950 is indicated, and the crop generally shows good
to excellent condition, A limited amount of bolting may occur in some of the eare
liest set fields in Conmnecticut, btut production generally is expected to be heavy,
Yaggot Fly egg laying is reported to be quite heavy, but insecticide applications
have generally been timely, Light marketings are expected by mid«June, but volume
novement from the large acreage in Massachusetts is not indicated until the last
week in June, '

Iate Summery (Colo,, PBtah, N,Mex,, Minn,, Ohio, Pa,, Va,, N.C,) Colorado early
cabbage in the. Denver-Brighton area and around Canon City has;

shown much improvement since Mey 1 due to bemefitting rains and higher temperatures,

The later orop is now being plented around Greeley but transplanting has been.-
delayed in the San Luis Valley because of extremely dry soil condition and a :
critipal shortage of water for irrigation, In Utah all kraut cabbage is planted,
In Utah' County fresh market cabbage is, about two=thirds planted and planting will
be completed by June 1, In Sanpete County only one fourth of the acreage of fresh
mrket cabbage is planted but planting will'be completed by June 1, Recent light
rains in Sanpete County have been very beneficial to plants already set out,
Acreage will be reduced in northern Utah, perheps a slight inorease in Salt lake
end Utah counties armd about the same as last year in Sampete County, In Ohio
weather during t he past two weeks has been favorable and cabbage plants.hive made
good growth, Some of the earlier fields will provide cabbage by mideJune, but
production will not-be heavy until after July.l, Most early cabbage has been set
out in the southern areas of Pennsylvamia and planting is well advanced in the
northern areas, Crops have made & good, start asthe cooler weather has favored
the early plantings, .

farly Fally (Ten States) Early planted dabbage in the southeast and southoentral

] sections of Michigan is doing nicely, Seed beds will be plianted -
within the next ten days in the southwest, . '

1
AN




Apart of June, - -Most of the acreage is planted to Halets Best and shipments will

———
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CANTALOUPSy Spring (calif,, Fla,,'Ariz,) The first car of -cemtaloups was log
_in Imperiel Valley of California on May 7 md shipments ol
olimbed to 16 cars on May l4th, Generally speaking.theé Imperial Valley orop is iy
good condition end it 1s expected to produce a somewhat larger volume thanin 195
and quality is expeoted to be supericr, Due to cool weather, present supplies grg
not too well sized and the quality is not the hest, Ceantaloups at Blythe are
making satisfactory progress and first fieslds should be picked shortly .after May
20 but volume supplies are not expeoted until after :Jume 1st, ‘The volume of
California centaloups will increase steedily during the naxt two weeks, The extent
of expansion will depamd upon the temperatures prevailing during the period, :
Hot weather will brirg on a lot of melons, Winds in the Desert areas about May 5
and Mey 12, as well as earlier winds, whipped ‘ecantaloup vines. and .caused somg
damage to late set melons but early season production is not expected to be
affocted greatly, Spring oantaloups are generally in fair condition in Florida,
The recent high winds end prolonged dry weather have adversely affected The orop
in the OxfordeBelleview=OcalaeWilliston and Newberry area, A light harvest is in
progress on soattered small acreages in gouth Florida and harvest is expected to
start in the area sround Ocela during late May, reaching its peak during the early

mostly be made in bulk, Spring cantaloups are expeoted to start moving from the
Yura area of Arigona within the next few days. : s ’

Parly.Summers (Nev., Gai, S.C., Ariz,) The stage of cantaloup grawth, in  South
- Carolina, ranges from zmall plants to bunching, Dry,’ ool end windy
weather.is reta?ﬁ'ﬁg growth, Stripped cucumber beetles. are also damging’ cantalow
in the Allendale-Barnwell area, The eafly summer orop in the Salt River Valley of
Arizona has been retarded to some extent by cold weather, but with warmer weather
af hand, it is expected to make moré‘rapid progress, Vines ere in good” condition
and prospeots are favorable, First shipments are not expected until abourt the
second week of June,

Mid-Summr¢ -~ (G814, , Wash,, ‘N Mex., Tex,, Okla., AFTk:, N.C., Md., Del,, Ind,, I
Towa) - Cantaloups in the San Joaguin of California have made only

" fair progress to date, Weather generally has been too Gool for the best devel.

opment, Stands are reported to be fair to good in the early fields but some
replanting has been nesessary in mid-season fields because of rains late in April,
In Texas irrigated plamtings in ‘the Lower Valley, Winter Garden and laredo sectim
have oontinued-to make good progress, but harvest is -expected to be a little later
than usual, . The Laredo section expects a light movement the latter part of May.
volume jproduction the early part of June, A few fields in the Winter Garden weré
expeoted to be in prodiuction around mid-May, but most of this orop and that in the
Valley moves to mearby markets by truck, Conditions ‘are generally favorable in-
the mideseason areas; whioh are practically all noneirrigated, and harvest of som
of the earliest plantinge is expected to start about the middle of June, Aoresg
in the Panhandle irrigated ‘section.is expected to be lowered materially this yeef
and supplies from that area are not expscted.until around July 20, Conditions @r
favorable for planting in most other late areas, most-of which are non-irrigateds
Tn Arkansas most fields are up to good steands and making satisfaotory growth,
CommeroTal growers have about completed the planting of cantaloups in North
Carolina, Some replanting is being done because of dry weather, ' In ‘meny Tields
Gootlos are attacking the portion of the orop that is ‘upy In Maryland and
Delaware ocantaloups are. in very good oondition and stends are excellent in nearly
all I'lelds, "Primary leaves are developing rapidly, Farmers have been dusting ot
spraying more than usual and weather conditions have made control measures
effective, In Illinois early plantings are up exoept for producing seotions in
northern third oF the State, _
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CANTALOUPSg Late Summer- {8 States) Planting of the commerocial acreage in Box
- o ~ Blder County of tah was ocompieted May llth, It is téo
early yot to Beo what effect the heavy stofm that immediately followed planting,
will have on thls acreage, Planting cf the .market garden acreage in Davis County
will be completed by June 1, PFianting of the Grsemriver and Moab acreages in
eastern Utah got imnder way the first week of May, At Greenriver planting is half
completed end wili be finished by May 25, Planting of Colorado cantal oups is
nearing completion, Conditions are now favorable for germination and growth in all

the southwee®, the cold frames will be used for cantaloups,

CARROTSt Winter (Calif,, Ariz,, Tex,, La,} - The volume of carrots moving from the
.- Imperial Valley of California is somewhat smaller than usual,
carlot shipments are expeoted to drop off quite rapidly during the next two weeks
with virtually no aoreage expected to bec available for pulling-in june, Whileé
bunched carrots sontinue to dominate .the deel, a heavy volume of topped stock,

moh of it going to ocanneries, has been shipped during the past two weeks,

Springe '\(C‘;alif., Ar'i.z.) ) ‘InICalifornitr haﬁ'resting of some exoceptionably early

to be loaded during the woek of May 20 but it should be late in the month before
more than token loadings are being mads from the district,, 'In Ariz ma shipments
during the first two weeks of May moved at a heavier volume thall & year ago, The
peak of movement may be reached in a week or ten days, end volume should:ocontinue
heavy until ebout the middle of June, Quality is excellent, '

Sumery (N,Jq, N.Y,, Ohio, Colo,, N,Eng,) 1In New Jorsey stands are good in the
Vinelend area and rapid growth has occurred during the past few days &8
warm sunny weather, ' Growth has been slow in the Great Meadows section due to
continued frosts end shortage of moisture, In Ohio|growth during thd first half of
ey was satisfactory and marketing is expected o begin during the first half of

al moisture is nesded for. best growth in most areas, ‘
Fally (Calif,, Oreg., Wash,, Utah, N,Mex,, Minn,, Ill,, Mich., Pa,, N.Y,) 1In .
Sevier County Utah plans :niow call for a planted acreage about equal to
the acreage harvested 1ast year, Planting is half- completed and will be finished
by June 7. if weather permits, No carrots will be planted in the Cedar City area
of Iron County this year because of the shortage of irrigation water, In the ::

b slightly less than last year, No serious crusting has ogourred to planted
aarrots to date, JIn Illinois about 90 percent of the crop is planted in the: Cook
County area which is The area of grsatest production in the State, All Michigan .
&Pe:s have completed the'ir plantings -and early planted fields-are wp and looking
gOO O . .. . N

3

(AULIFIOWERs Early Spring (celif,, Orsg,} cCauliflower supplies are declining

' in California as the spring harvest season draws to a
olese and daily earlot volume is expected to show a further drop during the next

two Wweeks, Quality, as is usual at this season of the year, is only fair,

lath Springy  (Wash,) In Washington early fields.are in fair to poor condition,

~ Some plants are formmg "buttons" prematurely - without adequate

:li‘Ze and leaf development, Imggots have thinned the standé in a few fields, snd.

11eare iz a market-lsdek oft uniformity among plants in the same field, Very '
Mted supplies of oauliflower should be available before June 1, Plants set out

gﬁggtl}fay 1 have benefited from ideal growing weather and are in excellent
ion,

areas, In Mishigan as soon as the transplanting of tomatoes has been completed in

oarrots in the Salinas Valley began about May 14, A few cars are expecte

July, Early fields in New England are making very good progress, although addition.

Escalante desert area of Iron County planting is nearly completed and acreage will. ‘.

- —-_-—v«.‘-
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Sumery (N,Y., N.J., Ohio, Mich,, Oreg,, Calif,, N,Eng,) The recent rains

New England early celery orop has been transplanted to date,

Early Fallg (N,Y., Pa., Ohio, Mich,, Colo,, Uteh, Wash,)  Practically all of - :

————y
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CAULIFLOWER, _S_Elmner-(N.J., ¥,Y,, N.BEng., Colo,}) Curds have formed on frame
cauliflowsr in northeastern New Jersey and first cuttingsare
expected aboat May 25th, Bokth the frame and upen Tield portions of the crop have
good stands and are in pgond coadition, 1oisture supplies are excellent in North.
east Jersey where most of the crop is grown, In New York most early planting has
been completed in the Eden Valley scetion of Zrie county with some progress elsew
where in the county, In the Catsk;ll section, Delaware County growers had set frop
practically nore, up to 76 percent of the plants, moccording to the locality, The
condition of cauliflower is genarally very good in all New England areas, but soms
of the earliest plantcd fieids show only fair condition, Light olferings are
indicated by mid-June, In Colorado sarly plantings around Denver and Canon City
are now making favorable progress, Transplanting of the prinecipal Colorado. deal
in the San Luis Valley is being delayed for laok of moisture, The s0il in this
area is very dry due tc deficient procipitation during the past several months,
Storage in irrigation reservoirs is -much below average and summer flow of the
Valley rivers is expected to be only about half the normal flow, o

CELFRYs Spring (Fla,, Calif,) The Florida soring acreage remining for harvest
is generally in fair Yo good condition, A small percentage of the
acreage is still showing.some seeders and delayed harvesting has caused a few fields
to become overripe, Shipments during the first half of May showéd a §light decline
from the previous period,. Supplies during the balance of the season will come
principally from the Evergladeés, Zellwood, and North Florida sections and, with T
favorable weather, harvesting is expected to continue well iato June, In California
soring celery harvest in Los Angeles County was stepped up materially during the
first half of May, Heavy loadings are expected to continue during the next two
weeks and it is possible that some increase in shipments may.occur during that
period, Growers in the Venice district report record yields‘of soms of the best
quality celery that has been produced in that deal, ' Froduction of spring celery
has begun in a light way in the southermn part of Los Angeles County and this distriet
will be producing en inoreasing volume during May and through the month-of June,

speeded up growth of celery in Orange County, New York, Last week's

rain was very beneficial in the Paramus area of New Jersey a colery is growing
well, Some spittle bug trouble, however, has occurred, A large percentage of the
growers have removed the 'sash-from their frames and have taken the cloth protectiom
from their early field plantings, A rather heavy frost ocourred on the morming of
May 14 but damage does not -appear to be significant, Great Meadows growers continue
to plent. Stands look good, but this area received very little rain last week and
fields are becoming vety dry, A large percentagé of these growers, however, have
irrigation facilitises, In Ohio celery has made good growth during the past two
weeks and marketing is exnected to begin around mid-dJune, " In Michigan early celery
whioch was put under paper has progressed very nicely, The paper wi%f probably be -
taken off very soon, Later plantings are vigorous and were not hmrt by the cool
weather, New plantings were heavy during the last week, Only a minor part of the

. Utah's celry is grown in Salt Lake, Utah, end Sanpete'counties, CIn
Utah and Sanpete counties no celery had been planted by May 17, but will stert by
May 19 in both ocounties, This is about & wéek later than last yeéar, The 'dala yed'.
planting is fortunate because of a frost that oecurred in Uteh County this week,
In Washington a considerable acreage of celbry has been transplanted to the field
durTng the last. two weeks, :(Gonditions were favorable and most plants eppear to be

off to a good start,

N
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SWERET CORNg¢ Spring (Fla,, Tex,, Calif.) The volume of Florida sweet corn

e increased materially during the first Rall of May, The ,
importent Everglades section is wwll overits peak, but light supplies will ocontinue
during the second half of Mey and into esrly June, Active harvest is now in pro=
gress in the 'importent Zellwood section and the peak movement from this acreage
should occur during the pariod May 2 1 to June 10, Harvesting is well along in the
Menatee and-Plant City area, The Sanford«Winter Garden crop is generally in good
condition and harvest is now aotive, Harvest in north Florida is expected to

start during the week of May 21 with the bulk cf this orop moving during the last
week of Mey and first week in June, The first solid ocar of cormn fromthe Lower
Valley of Texas was loaded May 4, about 30 days later than usual, and movement
since then has. been light, Prospeots improved materially following good rains
during the second week in May, Although the acreage in that area is comparatively
low, shipments are expected to increase during the second half of the month and
continue fairly active into the early part of June, Conditions also hgve improved
in the early areas outside of the Valley, These areas are expected to be in pro=-
duction starting the first week in June, Crops.in the mid-season and late areas
are also later than usual, but most Texas areas made fairly good progress during
the past week, In California oool veather has retarded maturity in Coachella.and
Imerial Valleys, These areas, however, are now producing. in:volume, A further
expansion in production is expeeted during the next two weeks, which will likely

be the peak of the harvest season, However, heavy production is expected to ocon=
tinue into the first half of June, Sizes and quality in some fields are sube
standard but good-quality and large sizes are available, Carlot shipments of sweet=
oorn may be made in volume during late May, - -

sunmers (N,J., N,Y,, Pa,) In New Jersey some plantings are 8 inches high and
T7T stands are excéllent in the important Beverly area. Growth was somewhat
slow due to cool nights, but has improved as a result of this week's warm, sunny
days, Moisture supplies are excellent, Rarly planted seed in the lower Hudson
Velley of Mew York came up with excellent stands, Planting is general in areas
around central and western New York local markets, In some:intensive sandy areas
as mich as 90 percent was planted by May 15 while a good .start was made elsewhere,
From one«third to three-fourths the acreage had been planted before May 15 in the
imortant Ulster=Dutchess areas, A few fields of early sweet com are up in -
southeastern Pennsylvania while planting is continuing in this area, In other
parts of the STate & I'ew orops are planted but most are mot up yet,

CUCUMBERSg Early Spring (Fla., Tex,) The active shipping season for cucumbers

. o in the Central and South Florida secktions is just about
over but harvest of some late fields will continue during most of the remainder
of the month, Harvest .of ‘the acreage in the laCrosse section of North Florida'
started around May 10 and is now at its peak, The reocent strong winds and lack of
moisture havematerially affected the prospective yield on this aoreage, Shipments
from the State will decline rapidly during the second half of the month, In -
Toxas, -there is some improvement in the Riviora and Falfurrias sectioms which got
g00d rains the second week in My, Only light, inadequate rains were received in
the Ingleside section, and. it is getting too late for much improvement to be expettes
®d, The first solid oar of cucuinbers was shipped from the Coastal Bend on May 15, .
¥hich is at least 30 days later then the average shipping date, The marketing
S6ason of this yearis orop is expected to be very short,

late Spring (La.;.A la,, Ga., S.C., N.C., Ark,, Calif,) The orop in Louisiana
" is in fair condition but late, Some fields were replanted several
Mes, A short orop is expected with volume movement expected about the seeond
Sk of June, The Alabama crop has made.satisfactory development since May 1,
Bfter petting off to a Inte start, Harvest is expected to begin this week, but




————

TRUCK CROP NEWS -~ 10 - TC-51y 505 May 22, 1951

CUCUMBERSs Late Spring (Cont'd,) movement will be 1ight until the last of the
] month, Outlook for oucumbers in Georgia is good, but
rain is badly needed in most areas, Light harvesting is expected during late
May or eorly June, In the Barnwell-Blackville and Lake City areas of South
Carolina, cucumber growth is uneven and slow due to extremely dry weather and ocool
nights, Also, some damage is being caused by stripped beetles, Harvest is exe
pected to begin about May 25 and reach peak around June 10, The crop is somewhat
later than usual end growers are expecting a rather short seasom, The orop in
North Carolina is generally in good condition, Stands, for the most part, are
good, Growth is making fairly good progress, and some early planted fields have ‘
runners about a yard long, In Arkansas, cucumbers are up to good stands and
growing nicely in the west cential and scuthwest areas, In Bradley and Calhoun
count ies germinati -m was poor and much replanting wes necessary. ,

garly Summers = (Va,, Md,, Del., ¥.J,, Il1,) The fgvorable growing conditions in
Marylend and Delaware this spring have glven the orop a good start,
Fields are in very good oondifion and stend is excellent in nearly all fields,
Primary leaves are developing rapidly, Farmers .have been dusting and spraying
more than usual and weather conditions' have made control measures ef fecotive,

Most of the crop has been planted in the southern third of Illinois with early
plantings up to a height of 3 to 4 inches, - Plants are in good gondition, but

need moisture,

EGGPLANT; Spring (Fla,) Shipments increased mterially during ithe first half of
May. Most of the volume at this time is coming from spring” '
plent ings in the Everglades and Pompeno sections, The small acreage at Plent Cify
is in poor to fair condition, but supplies from this orop should increase
materially during the second half of the month with harvesting continuing into
June, The small aoreage in North Florida is in fair condition with the earliest
harvesting exnected after the first of June, '

ESCAROLE; Winter (Fla,) The harvesting season for escarole and chicory is just
- about over except for the acreage at Zellwood end small
scattered late plantings in the Everglades and North Plorida muock sections, With
favorable weather, light supplies should ocontinue from the State during the
remainder of the month, : :

HONEYDEWS: Spring (Calif.) So far the honeydew orop in Imperial Valley has mde
. . satisfactory progress and anparemtly has escaped serious ‘injury
from diseese, A few melons may be evailable for picking during the week of May
20th, but no carlots are expected from that deal until the last week in May.
Blythe should have some early honeydews available for harvest about June lst, ...

LETTICEy Early Spring (Ariz,, Calif,, Ga., S.C., N.C.) The bulk of the Arizoma
deal is finished, btut a few cars are still moving from 8
small acreage of late lettuce, In california, the warmer and moderate weather"
which prevailed in lettuce producing distriots along the caast during the first
half of Mey, resulted in a repid increase in the production of this orop.

Earli er cool weather had thrown harvests off schedule and fields had a tendenty
to bunch when temperatures rose, As a resnlt, shipments inc reased. substantially
over a period of a few days and at the present tims are running above 300 oars
deily, In the Salinas-Watsonville area, & production adjustment program has beer
inaugurated by%mjority of the growers as a means of bringing oxigting supplies
more in line with market demends, Movement is expected to continue in heavy
volume during the next two weeks but day to day shipments will be influenoed by
this production adjustment program, Quality end sise of C,lifornia 1lettuce has
shown a marked improvement during the past two weeks,” The - season is about over

« .
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[ETTUCE: Early Spring (Cont'd,) in Georpgia excent for a few light cuttings in
- some fields, Yield§ have been very satisfactory this year,
fervest in South Caroline is nearinp the end and is expected to be over during the
week of May 20,  Peak movemsnt of Rosmaine and Big Boston lettuce was reached in
North Carolina during the first weel: of lMay while heaviest movement of Iceberg
Toocurred during the second week, At present, volums is falling fast, and harvest -
will be prastically compigted by May 23, Quality was very good until about May 14,
when brown blight hit most fieids of Iceberg, R

-

tate Springs (N.J., Pa,, Ida,, Oreg,, Wash,) In New Jersey, Bostan and Romaine
-_ lettuce, grown under gless, is moving! rom the northeast market
arecas and some "frame" Iceberg will become' available next week, Open field Boston
and Romaine is also beginning to move from the. Vineland area and volume supplies
are oxpeoted by the end of this weelk, First open field Iceberg is expected in the
Vineland area next week, The major Cedarville area (practically all Iceberg) is
expocted to begin moving in heavy volume during the week of May 27, 'Some early
fields, however, are expeoted to be ready next week, The Atlantic end Cape May
county éeals are expected to start during the week of May 27, Due to some very
early plantings this year, a few fields in Northeast Jersey are also expected to be
ready during the week of May 27, last week's rain and this week's warmer weather
have been very beneficial and most fields throughout the State show good color,
However, the Great lMeadaws and Cepe May areas need more rain, In Pennsylvania,
transplanted lettuce set out in early May has progressed niecely in the western
sections and in the egstern irrigated areas, Dry weather has slowed development
of other crops particularly in the southeastern counties, There is practically no
acreage planted for a spring e¢rop in Idaho this year, A light but increasing
volume of good quality lettuce is now being cut in western Washington fields,

Heavy supplies are expected to be available in 10 days, as Tieads are now forming
m a Jarge acreage of early transplanted lettuce, later plantings are making
normal development at this time, -

Swmers (calif,, Colo,, 'l\Io’i'.', N.Eng.,) Early Colorado lettuce is now making more
T satisfactory progress but the backward growing oconditions during April
delayed the crop until it now appears that it will be mideJune before Colorado will
have any head lettuce on the market, Seeding of the importent deal in the San
Inis Valley has been delayed for lack of moisture, In New York, a little transe
pjanted lettuce was nearly ready for mark-t in some upstate market garden sections,
On the mieklands, Orange County seeding of the first crop has been practically
completed by May 5 and Steuben County was well along by mide-May as was Chautauqua,
Sowings had also started nicely in Wayme, Oswezo and other Areas. The condition of
the Iceberg crop in New England is generally réeported to be above average for this
date, Acreage in tle important Bristol Caunty, Massachusetts areas has been

reduced, but production is expected to be fully aderuate to meet demand, The crop
in umberlend County, Maine is generaily in excellent condition, Earliest

offerings of Icaberg lettuce are indiocated for the first week of June, ‘Light
Sipplies of Bostom type lettuce should be available about a week earlier,

XINSs  Early Sp'riné (Texas) Harvest of the south Texas crop is well alorg.
"Field work was interrupted a ITTEIle during both the first

ind second week of May, but shipments continued active bevause of surplus she'd:
stocks, Shipments from Laredo were active through May 15, but harvest was nemring
:Ompletiono Supplies are expected from the Winter Garden and' Eagle Pass seotions
1to the early part of June, The quality has continued to be very good,

el
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"beneficial, Stands are SootTed in many fields, due to dry weather -at sesding
- time, _ o _ ‘ o |
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ONIONSE {Cont'd.) Late Spring (Calif,, Ariz,, la.. Tex.,, Ga,) In California,

o T harvest of the late soring onion orop is most .
active in the Imperial Valley and in Hsrn County whore the bulk of the present
carlot shipments are originating, Imperial Velley production is expected to ‘decling
as harvest in many fieids is completed during the next two weeks buta comsiderabls
expension in shipments is ldoked for from ths Eemm County deal,: Stockton has
stepped into the deal with'a few early fields but it will be June before any
substantial volume is available, Shipments started from Arizona on May 10, but
volume has bcen light, Warmer Wemther should result in héavier movement during
the last half of the month, The crop is. of excellent quality, Most north Texas
onion areas continue to make very good progress, Moisture conditions mre very .
favorable and orops have had two weeks of good growing weather, Young anions have
made exceptionally good growth and show promise of fairlygpod yields, While a few
soattered fields have poor stands and some hail damage was reported north. of
Dallas, the crop as a whole is in good condition, ‘A light harvest from a few very.
early plantings may start the latter part of May, but the main acreage is npt
expeoted to bts in production until about. June 6, Georgia onions are being har..
vested under almost ideal weathsr conditions, Botter than average yields are
reported with good quality and size. : ) : E

Farly Summery (N,Mex,, Wash,, Iowa, Okla,, Va,, N,J.) ~The Virginie onion crop

: i making near normal progress although rainf&ll during May has
been too light for best onion growth, Prospects are for average yields with first -
shipments coming about June 15, In New Jorsey, fields show excellent stands, ocolor,
and growth in both the South Jersey and Great Meadows areas, More moisture, -
"however is needed in Great Meadows end in Cape May County, S

late Sumters (Mass,, N.Y,, Ohio, Ind,, T11,, Mioh,, Wis., Minn,, Iowa, Kansas,

© - ‘Golo,, Utah, Nev., Calif,, Ida,, Oreg,, Wash,, Ariz,) Aoreage
planted with gets in the :Connecticut Valley area of Massachusetts has been ~
increased from 1950 and is making excellent progress, Planting 1n all areas of
New York was nearly finished fduring the first half of May, Early planted sets
and seeds are up to generally good stands end growing well, Later'plented seed
onions in westerm New York were somewhat slow and irregular in growth, ‘Most of
the Ohio acreage was in the fields by May 1 and planting was completed by May 10,
Weather conditions have been favorable with no damaging winds end onions are- up to
good stends and are growing rapidly, About 95 percent of the sets have been plants
éd in Cook County Illinois, the area of major production in Illinois, ¥lenting -
in all areas of MiGhigan was completed without serious delay or mishap, The sets
have developed v-Ty nicely and seeded onions show very good growth, The rains -
of May:6-12 dispelled fear of wind damage for the present, Barley windbreeks in
the more advanced fields will be taken ovt within the next few days, Dusting for
magzot fly has alreedy begun in those areas whioch regularly encounter this trouble,
colorado omions look promising. in all areas, In the importent Arkansas Valley
grow as been accelerated by recent raing and warm temperatures, The Utdh. orop
is making good progress in all’ areas, Beneficial rains have. occurred, very Tittle
frest damage has been reported, and wind damage ‘is negligible compared, to 1ast
year at this date, The Idaho crop is being weeded, Recent rains have breen very

ONIONS FOR SETSy (I11,) Im Illinois, most of the' seed for sets has*been. ' ..
: ‘" planted and some early seedings are up from.l .to 2 inchese

oo

——~—-
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GREEN PEAS: Barly Sprmg (Callf,, Mlss., -8 c.r N.C, ) Most of the shipments

‘ - from California during the last two weeks have been
harvested . from late fields in th8 Vestside area near Huron and San Joaquin,
Aowever, at midemaith harvest began in the Sacramento River distriet and this area
will provide the bulk of the oarlot supplp.es from California during the next two
weeks, A rapld expansmn 1n sh1pmants 1s expeoted in the River Distriot

. late Springg- (N- o Idaho, Wash,, N, Mex., Oreg, ) The Idaho Spring orop is
Y . - making good growth, Rains during the past two weeks were very

helpful, Stands generally are good, In Washin ton, early transplanted peas are

not developing normally, "Most of the plants are now in full bloom and some are

beginning .to ' develop pods, but the vines are undersized and weak, Yield outlook

is poor, The seeded portion of the orop and the plann ts set out later in the season

are’ making avenage pmgresso

surmers . (N.Yo, Colo,, Idaho) In New York, the wnfavorable condltions for early
"  planting delayed some seeding In 1 upatate areas, but this dperation was.
nearly ended by May 15, Early sowings have grown well, The prinecipal Colorado
deal in the San Luis Vaelley is facing a ¢ritical moisture deficiency. ‘mnd
is too dry for normal germination and there is very little water in storage for
irripation, The small early aereage around Pueblo and Denver is m-omlsing. '

GREEN PEPPERS: Spring (Fla,) - The volume of peppers continued to show a shght
— decline during the first half of May, Harvesting is _
nearing completion at Pompano, but this section and the Everglades’ should continue

to ship until around the first of June, The important Plant City section. is now in. .

its peak harvest, but this orop has never fully reoovered from the excessive rains
in March and- early April, The acreage around Webster is in fair to good condltion
and active harvest is now under way, The orops at Sanford end Samsula are in

fair to good condition with harvesting just starting, The oondition of the erop,
in the Gainesville-area is only fair at this-time, Earliest harvesting is ox=
pected in late My w1th the bulk of the crOp harvesting in June,

| farly Summerg . {la,, Miss,, N.C. ) ‘The sweet pepper crop in Lou:.siana is late but.
~ - is making zood progress, No appreciable mavément Is exveoted -
before the second week of June, Mississippi green peppers got a'late start and
growth is not up to normal for mid=WRy, Unless rain comes soon growth will be
further retarded, North Carolinats green pepper crop. is progressing satisfactorily
Stands are generally goody but some fields are sootty due to cold weather at the
time of transplanting, The orop is begmning to put on fruit << some earlier set
plante already have pods about two and one-half 1nches in diameter. Harvest is
expected. to begin around the mddle of June. - : ~ '

COMMERCIAL EARLYAIRISH POTATOESg Early Spring (Tex., Fla,) Weather conditions
in the importent Hastings section
of Florida have continued favomble for harvestmg. .Peak shipments are over, but '
diggTng WIll continue at & deolining rate throughout most of the remainder of the
month, Harvesting is about.completed at LaCrosse and a few late plantings in the

EVe;‘glades are still be:mg dug. Yields.of most soring potato orops have been
goo ‘ |

_[‘Bte.SPring’s - (calif,, La., Miss., Ala,, Ga., S8.C,, Tex,, .Okla,, Ark., Tenn., N.C.)
-, Harvesting in Kerm County California has .been expanded slowly due

Yo existing market. conditions and the entIGIPABIom=6f more favorable prices later

;ﬂ the season, Ahout thrée-fourths of the acreape in the Edison district has been

U8+ Harvest is pieking up in the Arvin distriot and a few fields in the northemn

g&r'{ .of Kern County-ave oontridbuting a li%ht wvolume to the deel, There will be a
¢olining volume  of potatoes moving out of Edison during the next two weeks but




TKUCK CROP NEWS

COMMERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATUES: late Spring (Cont'd.): ' incredses;from other
. i, . (mmmmtm=m= o réas Will more than offset this

decreage, However, shipments during

lighter than in’ comparable weeks of rgoent'yeéns due to later planting and :the
reduced acreage, Potetoss in Kern County are generally -of extellent quality and.

§ )

well matured, During the next twon weeks harvest will begin in a small way in early
fields .of Tulare County and on & smll early moreage in Fresno County, Digging of
some early reds at Blytlie bagan on May 12th and this deal will, oontinue'to'prévide
a moderate volume dur ing-the next two weeks, Light ‘movement, ‘mostly by truck,

continues from the New Roads area of

demand has beén slow, Quality is 'good but ylelds ‘light, Volume movement ‘should

) ‘o est ‘ small Mississippi adreage is expected %o start
about ¥y 22, VOlume movement is under way from BaI%win" and Mobile: Counties, :

Alabama, and digging has started in Escambia County, Poak movement from thd souths
vestern Alabama area is expected to be reached by May 18, In #outh Georgia, good

be over by June 1, Harvest from the

to excellent growing oonditions have
to show the effects of dry weather,

digging expected during the next two
holding up réesonably well but needs

development and harvest, though under way, 'is several days later then was expected
earliet, Digping should be heavy during the next two weeks, ¢rops in = ° 7

practically all late spring areas of
the first half of Mey, The esrliest

the middle of lay and some central counties will be in production by May 25,
Fairly good yields are in prospéct in all areas, ~Arkensds potatoes ‘ate developing
_satisfactorily except in the White County area where Tt is too.dry, The  short -

Tennes see acreage is meking reasonab

"8reas, TPlanting of a drastically reducsd acreagé’is about finished ‘on the

Cumberlér}d Plateau, Dry weather is’

Irish pbtato.grOWQré in North Carolina, Grower s - throughout: the edrly commerecial

ey

e 14 = TC-51: 505 May 22, 1951 -

the mext two weeks will be substentially

Louisianas Digging wes. delayed by rain and

prevailed to dateé, but .this orap.ls beginning
Light harvest is under way with volums -

weeks, -The potato crop in South Carol ina is
_rein, - Gontinued dry weather has delayed

Texas conti;lued to make good progress duxjing
aToas are expectad to start harvest soon after

1y good growth,int he FranklineC off'ee ‘County:

beginning to cause‘concern among ocommerciali

areas fesl that one more good rain w
erop is in good shape even though it
Earliest digging. is expected in the

Carteret about May 28. Heavy movement from these -two areas should begin about '

June 4, In the Mt, Olive area, dicg
and become general during the week b
start in, Beaufort and 'Hyde counties
later, .

Sumers (Va,, M, Ky., Mo,, Kensas

" Yirginia's drop is going forward in the commercial early producing .
s have been favorable f or potato gtrowth, and .this crop has

gections, Cool nig
made good to excellent progress duri

rainfall, The weather end soil conditions on the. Eastern: shore of Maryland have

‘been very favorable for development
and plants in earliest fields have u

nearly all fields, 'Dry subsoil makes production of. a good crop dependent’on oon-

tinued rainfall, Ground is quite dry on the Eastern Shore but -the rain
11th end 12th provided good moisture for current needs, Most Kentucky fields are

up to good stands and groving well,

been cultivated, Progress of the Téxas Panhandle crop was very satisfactory
through the middle of Mey, However, 1) ;
areas inundated many fields immediately after the ‘middle; of the month, . ) A
been determined what damage any. was caused by these :raing, ' Pra ctically @
RN hee righ

New Jersey fields show plan
" PIonts are healthy and stands even,

washing was noted in Central Jersey

, Nebry, Texas,j G, N, d.) ~~‘Cu1:ti§ati0n of

TT1 be necessary to assuré a good crop, The
has been retarded slightly by dry oconditions,
lower Currituck area about My 25 and 26 and in

ing is expected to get undér way around June 4
eginning on June 11, Light digging- should -
abont June 8 to-11l with yolume about.a weok ’

ne the first half of lay despite below norml
of the potato crop, Vines are “growing rapidly
p to en eight inch spresd,: . Stand ig even in

fall on the

#1+rts are 5 to 6 inches RIgh and meny.heve

savy. rains in tip Hergford and .Plainview.
~ It has n

s in éarliest fields' about, 8 inc
Reinfall las* week was helpful, elthough 8

snd more rain is needed; in- south Jersays!

'y P
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COMMERCIAL EAPLY IRISH POTATORS: (Continued)

Other Ferly Areasg Long Is].and.New York potatoes are progressing satisfaotorily,

- Early potatuéi, in idaho are up with stands regular in most
fields, The crop is a iittle later than usial, but it may make this up with
favorable growing conditions,

RHUBARBs Spring (a,) 1In Pennsylvanla warmer weather at mi d-May has increased
available Supplies of field grown rhubarb in Bucks County,
ouality of the ‘crop now moving is excellent,

SPINACH; Spring (Wash,, Va., Md., Mo,," Ark., Okle,, ¥,J,, Pa,, I11,) 1In Maryland,
g cutting of fall planted spinach contimued through the first hall
of May but lack of sufficient rainfall in some localities limited production,
Harvest of spring spinach has started, but additional showers are needed in some
greas for best development, While harvest 'is practically complete in the Arkansas
River Valley of Arkansas the best spinach crop in years is being harvested in |
Mississippi Cour®y, Good yields and quality are being obtained from both winter
end soring seedlings in New Jersay, Markets, however, are very discouraging to
growers and some of this acreage, as well as a considerable portion of the
wintered-over acrsage, has been abandoned, Nearly all wintered-over crops in the
Bucks~Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania are finished and present supplies, exocept
for a few early spring crops, are coming from winter planted acreage, Most spring
plantings are late this season but appear in excellent condition, especially where
irrigated, - Spring sown spinach movement in good volume is expected about May 25,
condition of the erop in southern Illinois is good, but movement is light, In
Washington, fresh market outlets are well supplied with good quality spinach, and
processora will soon start canning and freezing operations, Yields are exnected
to be about normal except in those fields which were left in spotted condition by
the late April freeze, .

Sumery (N,Y., Colo,, Wash,, N.,Eng,) In New York, loocal market garden spinach
- has become available and will continue to increase on upstate markets,
Practically all the seeding on mucklands for marlet and processing uses was finished
in early May, Looal markets in Colorado are amply supplied with excellent quality
spinach’ but 4. carlot deal is not expeoted for at least another month, In New
England, growing cond it ions have been very favomble for spinach, Offerings from
Wmntered-over crops are now well past the pealk, but volume marketings from the
spring planted crop are just getting under way, Acreage is indicated to be somee
what‘larger than in 1950,

R S A S
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STRAWBEKRIES: Early Spring (La., Ala,, Texas, Calif.) Fresh market shipments fron

Louisiana ended about May ' 15. Berries are still
plentiful and are of good. quality, but processing plants are closed at present
pending the outcome of negotiations over prices, with growers withholding their
berries on account of low prices. Thc Alabama crop suffered from dry weather. durjy,
the past two weeks., Picking is about complete in Chilton County and is expeeteqd tog
be finished in the Cullmen area this week. Berries have been small but of good
quality., Since May 1, most of the berries have gone to processors. In Southern
California, the rains of late April caused extensive deamage to maturing strawberrig
and rn considerable portion of the crop was lost. Supplies during the first halrf of‘
May were atnormally light as a result and daily receipts on the Los Angeles market
are just now returning to 'levels normal for this secason of the year. However, thg
pesk of production in most Southern California districts has been passed and volume
from this area will decline some. '

Mid-Spring: (S. C., N, C., Tenn., fArk., Okla., Kens., Mo, Ill., Ky., Va., Md.,
Del., Calif.) In South Carolina, peak movement is over but there
will be a few berries available in-thc Loris area until around May 25. Volume fropg
North Carolina's crop is decreasing rapidly. Very light offerings are being
received at Tabor City and Chadbourn where heaviest harvesting occurred during the -
week beginning Moy 7. The season's peak was reached at Wallace May 14 with moderatd
amounts being marketed during the remainder -of the week. Very light receipts are
expected after May 21 unless dry weather conditions are relieved soon. Quality in
all areas has been very zood this secason. The Tennessee season is about at the pea
this week. Berries are moving in volume to the fresh market and to freezers. Rain
is badly needed in Middle and ™est Tennessee. The dry-weatheriwill -cause a short
picking secason if not soon relieved by rain. 1In Arkansas, hot, dry winds in the
main White County area have redueced the size of berries and lowered production,
Processors are getting most of the berries now being picked. .A good quality crop
has reached the peak in the Crawford-Sebastian arca. The season is about over in
the southwest. Volume movement is getting well under way in Searcy County and the
harvest is just getting started in the northwest. Harvest has just,started in the
Villa Ridge, Anna and Cobden areas of Illinois. "Movement was light prior to May 16
and big-scale picking will not begin until about May 19, Harvest in the Centralia-
Irvington areas is expectcd to begin about May 24. The berries are ripening rapidl
due to the warm weather and atundent sunshine, but size will be seriously affected
if moisture isn't forthcoming within the weeks The season in Kentucky is a littls
later than usual due to the cool, backward spring, but recent warm weather and
sunshine has:hastened ripening. Picking was under way in the southeastern counties
Somerset area, on May 15 and is expected to get into full swing in the Bowling
fireen-Franklin area about May 18. Growers were harvesting Blakemores at mid-May
in the important Paducah-Mayfield section of West Kentucky with Tennessee Beauties
expected to be ready by May 21. Further upstate, picking will start around
Louisville and Bedford early tho wesk of May 21 and by the following week in the
Cincinnsti area. The Virginia crop ripened rapidly during May and picking is now
general in EBEastern Shore and Norfolk Counties. Yield per acre and quality of
berries are reported to be the best in recent years. Although the crop is needing
rain and growers indicete that berries now nearing maturity are sizing small becaus
of the need for moisture, shipmemt s will be heaviest May 20 to June 5. Weather
conditions in Maryland and Delaware have been very favorable this spring for the

start of the strawberry crop. A heavy set of fruit is rapidly coming into harvest
on the Eastern Shoro, but additional moisture will be needed for best sizing.

A small supply moved to markst beginning May 10 from Somerset County, and volume
has increased some under favorable weather conditions, Peak supplies will be aval
able during the last week in May., The crop is a week to 10 days earlier than last
Rains in late April and early in May did considerable damage to mature and

year.
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STRAWBERRIES: =~ Mid-Spring (Continued—)v- nesr’' mature fruit in producing sections of
' . . . Central Californias Damepe was most extensive to the
crop in the San.Joaquin Valley where Lhe-s6ts of mature fruit wére the heaviest at
the time of the rains; a considerable portion of the crop in this area was lost.
In the Central (Coast area only a light first set of fruit was lost. fThe heavy
bloom, which is providing the present true.first crop of berries, was not damaged.
However, the production of -strawberries.in

this section of California during the
past two weeks has been quite light as the result of the doamage caused by the rain.
Production during the next two.weeks in the Central Coast section is expected to

"increase substantially and the ‘peak of the hnrvest season should be reached during
the last week in May or the first week in June. So far, commercial freezers are

teking only limited quantities .of strawberries nnd they have shovm 1little interest
in acquiring additional supplies., oo '

Late Spring: (N. J., Pa,, Chio, Inds, N. Y., Mich., ,
- Ore., N. Eng.) Last week's rains and this week's warm sunny weather
have been .very beneficial and crop prospects continue to be excellemt in all ‘areas
of New Jersey. First pickings are expected about Mey 20 in Cumberland and Atlantic
Counties. The Cedarvilie auction, which features the Lupton variety, expects to
open iMay 23-25, while the Hammonton auction, which features the Sparkle variety, is
tentatively scheduled .to open jley 27:. Movement is also expected to start at the
Vineland and Landisville auctions at about this - same time. Burlington and Monmouth
Counties should enter the shipping picture soon after June 1. Strawberries in the
southeastern areas of Pennsylvania have a heavy set and prospects look very good.
In the northern and most western counties berries look good but are about ten days
to two weeks lates A few berry patches in ‘the southern counties may be ready to
pick by the last few days of May. -Strawberries in Ohio have ‘progressed rapidly
during the past two weeks. Frosts injured bloom in sone areas, although not
seriously, Marketing is expected to begin about June 1 in southern Ohio and about
10 days later in northern arcas. Growth in &ll areds of Michigan has been good and
prospects for e normal crop are good, Utah berry growers are looking forward to an
excellent crop of strawberrics this year. Frost damage has been negligible to date
Dixieland berries: in "Iashington. County are near psak of production now and picking
W1l run into first week of June. Picking will start about June 1 in U’bah_ County
and about June 7 in Box Elder and Cache Countiés. BRloom was excellent in heavy-
producing Utah County but only modérately good in northern Utah. Prospects for .
the Washington crop have improved materially since May 1. Many of the first set of
blossoms were killed. by the freeze and. yield prospects are still subnormal. * How-
¢ver, the. second-and, third fruit Spurs-are .genorally blossoming heavi ly. There is
great,vgriation in the vigor and folinge development of plants. Weeding, cultiva-
ton, and dusting activities sare progressing on schedule, Yollows and ‘other

tiseases are.comparatively-rare to date. -The rocent rains were very timely for
strawberries. Picking is now expected-to- start around May 25 in' southwestern

tount jes- and"shorﬁly after June 1 .in the Puget Sound area. In New England, straw-
Yrries generally are blooming heavily, but a heavy :frost on May 14 caused
Sattered damege in most arems. . Some growers suffered heavy loss, but for the

ntire crop damage is .indicated to be less than ten pércent and probably not ‘more

than £ive percent. Some winter desmage to plants is reported in northern New
lgland, but in general the stand of plants is about average.

Wis., Idwa, Utah, Wash.,

vy ‘.

WLTOES « Earlv Sprlng(Fla., ’-Toixals,:':Crrlif‘.-)‘: The comparat

‘e

ively dry weather which

: o ‘has prevailed in Florida since mid-Zprid’ has been favorable
for harvesting. The peak movement of spring shipments ooccurred during the first. . .
alf of May .in the important Fort: Pierce-,.fonatee.-'Ruskin, and Gentral -Florida areas.

f
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TOMATOES: Early Spring (Continned)  *ith favorable weether, a good volume is in

prospect from this acreage throughout the remainder of the month. Light
harvesting is clso expected to continue throughout the remainder of the month in
Immokaloe~Fort Myers area with scattersd shipments from the lower East Coast.
Harvesting has started at Webster.. A crop of good quality is in prospect. On the
higher lands, from Oxford to Ocala, the crop has suffered from lack of rain and
prospective yields on this acrouge will be cut considerably unless rains come very
soon. Harvesting in the Ccaola arca should commence the week of May 21. The Lower
Rio Grende Velley of Texas finally got some good reins over the week-end of Maylz,l
and more favorable growing weather prevailed duringlthe'second,week in May. Many
of the late plantings arc expected to be helped, but with the season being four to
five weeks later than usuel, the ovorall production will be light. The first solid
car was shipped May 15, whereas this area has shipped .as early as the latter part of
-March in recent years, with fairly active movement during the early part of April,
Although shipments will show & gredusl increase, volume movement is not expected
until dround May 25. California production in the Desert areas has increased sub-
stantinlly during the past two weecks as more acreage became available for harvest
and s fruit matured more rapidly due to warmer weather. Heavy production is
expected to continue for the next two wesks and increases in daily shipments out of
both districts are likely, While the major portion of the crop has been moving into
local markets by truck, a few cars of gruen wrapped tomatoes are now being loaded
in Imperial Valley each days This movement is apt to show some increase during the
next two weeks. '

Lete Spring (Texas, La., Miss., S. C., Ge., Ala.) Most late spring crops in Texas

made very good progress during the first half of April. Prospective
production is poor for the two usually earliest areas of production-Falfurrias and
Ingleside~becnuse of unfavorable weather early in the seesons. Crops in the Yoakum
areo also got 2 slow start and are a few days later than usual. This area has had
favoreble moisture and good growing weather during the psst.three weeks and, with
the increcased acreage-this year, a good crop is in prospect. There is considerable
acrengo in the early sections of cast Texas thst hold a good early set and is
expocted to be in production the latter part of May. Prospects at mid-May pointed
to & good crop in these wvarly areas of east Texes. Conditions during the past two
weeks have been favorable in the later arcas of east Texas to set fruit and,.
although a little lete, there will be some production the carly part of June. Most
of the crop in the /Avery section, extreme northeastern aree, has been set to the
fields. Some resetting has been necsssary. These crops have made slow growth but
this area has a good moisture reserve end, with warmer weether, some of the dselay
may be overcome. Mississippi tomatoes got a late start and harvest will ‘l1ikely not
begin until about mid-Junee Soils are becoming too dry and rain is needed. The . .
crop in South Carolina was in good condition on May 15. Grsen wrap movement is
expected to get under way about Juns 1 and reech peak by mid~June. The Geargia
crop is beginning to need rain as the vines are at the crucial stages where they
need moisture to produce good quality tomatoes. Light harvesting is expected armm%
the lest of May, In Llabama recent weather has been favorable for development of
the crop. Presence of fruit worms and blight have been reported but farmers have
held damage to a minimum by dusting. :

Early Summer (Calif., Ark., Tenn., N. Ce, Va., Ky., Ill., Mo., Ohio,.Md., Del.)
Tn Arkanses, tomatoes are meking good progress in Bradley and Drew Counties‘r’tn&in
the west ocentral area. Field setting is under way in the northwest. Plants in the
Tennessca commercial arsa have all been sot. Stands are good but not much growth
has been made due to the dry weather. Most of the Virginia commercial acreage has
been set in eastern counties and treansplanting in all sections will practically
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TOMATOES: Early Summer ((_Jontinued) - he completed by the last week in May. Plants
- in fields are growing slowly and rain is nceded to get the young plants
well started. About ‘80 percent of the plents have been set out in Union County
‘area of Illinois. Condition of the plants is good, but moisture is seriously
"needed. In southeastern Ohio, transplenting to fields was practically finished by
Mey 15, which is about the usual time, Progress of the transplanted acreage has
been satisfactory. Setting of plants in the Fresh Market Green Wrap area of
Meryland started. early under generally favorable seed bed conditions. However,
‘several sunny, windy days during the first half of Moy ceused newly set plants to
wilt down before getting rooted, Showers on the 1lth and 12th greatly benefitted
1the crop in the Somerset-Wicomico area. Cut worms have been .active and caused
‘considerable damage. In the western part of the State, setting of plants is well
‘along and plants are doing nicely although fields set the last couple of days during
‘the high temperatures show considerable wilting., Unless hot, dry weather should

‘persist, these recently set fields will recover satisfactorily, and the crop will be
off to a good start, h

Late Summers (N. J., Wash., Pa., Ohio, Ind., Tll., Towa,.ll. Y., Mich., Colo.,

| Utah, Ore., Ala.): ‘In Pennsylvenie, market tomatoes set out in
‘late April and early May are making good growth. "5nm'ring crops are now being
planted in the central and northern aress. In the south they are still planting
though many were planted May 10-~15. About 20 percent of the plants -have been set
out in .the late summer areas of Illinois. In Michigan, transplanting of plants

to the field from cold frames has progressed rapidly in the soutliwest., Other areas
report normal progress. Some early planted tomatoes in market-garden sections of
lew York suffered frost injury May 4, 13 and 14. However, only a small proportion
of the plants had been set, Field setting, increasing after the rains of May 10-
12, will be rapid during the second half of the month.

WATERMELONS: Late Spring (Calif., Fla,) A few wetermelons have been picked from
- early acreage at Calipatria in Celifernia, but so far

no carlots or truck lots have been loaded in the Imperial Valley. It is likely
that the first car will be loaded during the week of May 20. While cool weathsr
has been retarding development of the crop at Blythe, condition is excellent,
Hervest is not expected to begin there until about June 1. 1In Floride, the crop

in the area south of Gainesville has suffered considercbly from lack of rain during
the past month. Growth has been slow and is considerably behind normal. Harvest
in the South Florida areas has been in progress since late April and early plantings
at Leesburg started the week of May 7. However, the movement to date has been very
light, Active harvesting should get under way in the Leesburg area the week of

fay 21 with heaviest production coming in early June. Harvesting is expected ta
begin in the McIntosh~Newberry-Trenton-Gainesville area around June 5-10. The

live Oak and West Florida sections should start the week of June 18 and be in peak
production the last week in June and the first week of July.

Barly Summer (Calif., Ariz., Texas, La., Miss., Ala., Gn., S. C., N. C., Ark.,
Okla., Mo.) Progress has been satisfactory in Arizonn, altheugh

slowed slightly by the cool weather. Vines are in good condition but harvest is

$$111 about & month aways In Texas, considerable improvement is reported for many

of the early and midseason areas as a result of fairly good rains and better grewing

tather, The Falfurrias section, usually the first area in production, lost some

of their early acreage during the late April period of high winds. Remaining crops,

hovever, have mado good progross the past two weeks and considerable acreage is

fxpected to be in production starting May 28-30. The Laredo irrigated section,

nd 1ight Plantings in the irrigated Winter Gerden, should furnish a light harvest
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VLTERMELONS: Eocrly Summer (Continued) = sterting late in May. Crops in most othep

c-*ly erens asre somewhat later then usuals Moisture
conditions in these oiher early aroas were improved materially the past week and,
with good growing weatner the balrncse of HMay, there should’ be considerable-acréage
in production by Jjune 7-10. Cropz in centruzl and eastern counties have continued
to make good vine growth and show promise of production about the usual time=-
starting late in June, with penk production early in July. Progress of the crop in
most late arcas has boon satisfactory. The Georgia crop is needing rain in the main
producing sreas. Vine growth hns bosn slow due to the late cold spring and dfy
wenther, =2nd harvosting is expected to run one to two weeks later than last year, -
In South Caroline, stands aro uncven in most fields, Stages of growth range fyom
just beginning to bunch to having short rumners. Dry, cool and windy weather is
retarding growth and rain is necded. Planting is about finished in North Carolina,
The crop has not come up very well due to dry weather and considerable replanting'
has been necessary, Growth has been slow in Arkansas and bugs are numerous in the
Hope area,

Lete Summer (Va.; Md., Dels, N. J., Ind., I1l., Iowa, Ore., Wash., Colo.)

The favorsble growing conditions in Maryland and Delaware this spring
heve given watcrmelons a good start. Fields arc in very good condition and stand
is excellent in nearly all fields. Primary leaves are developing rapidly. Farmers
heve been dusting and spraying more than usual and weather conditions have made
control messures effective, Plantings have been made in all major producing areas
of Illinois and earliest fields are up from 1l to 2 inches.

LATE REPORT FOR NORTH CAROLINA - SNAP BEANS¢ Late Spring North Carolina's late
- ' " spring snap bean crop
is now in full bloom'in practically all areas and is beginning to put on young
beans. Dry weather has come at a criticel time and the crop will not develop
preoerly unless rain is received soon. Light picking is expected during the last
weock of May with volume movement beginning the first week of June. ‘

ELxTSa2  Spring Shipments are still in progress from the small beet acreage, but
wolume has been reduced by dry weather. Harvest is expected %o

cont:nue cthroagh May, Quality is good.

CAEBAG i: Tnse Joring Harvesting of late spring cabbage 1s making strong headway
STt TTTUTTTTTTT gt present, Cutting is about two-thirds completed in
Carter st ana About one-fourth completed in Pamlico and Beaufort' Counties. Quality
iz good. = Custing has just begun in the Currituck and Weeksville areas with peak

harvest expected about the last of May.

{






