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COMMERC 1AL TRUCK CROPS FOR FRESH MARKET
TRUCK CROP NEWS -— DECEMBER 1, 1951

gether during the last half of November was generally favorable for vegetable

wps in winter-vegetable areas of the Nation., The major exception was in Florida
kere cold winds and low temperatures November 17-22 caused considerable damage to
sder crops, However, conditions in Florida were favorable for the growth of °
rdy vegetable crops, In Texas, conditlons have been favorable for recovery of
mder vegetables that escaped serious frost damage in early November and hardy veg-
fables have made very good progress. Continued mild weather in California has
ssulted in excellent progress of winter crops. General rains in late November

ve provided needed moisture in most areas of California, In Arizona, weather
ring the last half of November was nearly ideal for development of winter vege-
ables,

6 cold weather damage to Florida winter vegetables November 17-22 was rather ex-
ensive on snap beans and cucumbers while other tender crops escaped with minor
kmage, Soil molsture is generally adequate over most of the State and hardy veg-
tebles are making good progress, Vegetable shipments from Florida have been com-
ratively light to date but the volume will increase materially during December as
mesting of winter crops becomes more active, Harvesting of fall snap beans and
metoes was near the season peak on December 1, :

west of tender vegetable crops in Texas during the last half of November was lim-
fed mainly to acreage in the Lower Valley, which escaped serious damage from the
rly November frost, Light production of eggplant, peppers, tomatoes and squash

is also available from the Winter Garden, mostly from fields protected by smudging,
vest of hardy vegetables such as carrots, lettuce and spinach is increasing sea-
fally but volume production is not expected until late December or early January.
tsplanting of early spring onions has progressed well in the irrigated sections
iall non-irrigated onions are in very good condition with a good reserve of soil
sture, :

California., temperatures declined seasonally during the last half of Wovember
0o killing frosts occurred during this period, Light frosts on November 23 and
taused minor damage to tender crops in cold locations. A general rain covered
lareas of the State except the southern San Joaquin Valley and the desert areas
Vember .19 to 21, Northern and central areas of the State received more rain on
Cmber 1, These rains caused some delays in harvesting of late fall and early
Mer crops but provided needed soil moisture in all sections. Harvesting of Cal-
nia vegetables was in a slack period at the end of November, with only carrots

¢elery moving in substantial volumes.,

frizong, temperatures were moderate during the last half of November with cool

'8, Rainfall has been 1ight but added a little water_ to storage su plieg. t;L‘ue
c°°°1 weather vegetables are ma.tu.rin% more slowly than last year, Shlpments tn
*mber 1 were about one-third below the volume a year earlier,
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ARTICHOKES: Winter, 1952 Season (California) Since temperatures have been de-

cliring production has been slowed and, shipmeptg
have decreased. Quality is generally good. December production will be influence
by temperatures but it is expected. to coutinve to decline.

LIiA BEANS: VWinter, 19492 Season (Florida) Reduced plantings in the Pompano-Delr

section are making falr tc good progress. A fgy
early plantings which svrvived the mid-October rains have Jjust started to harvest
but it will be after mid-December before any volume develops from this section, '
Light harvesting is in progress frcm & small acreage in Fort Pierce section.

SVAP BEAITS? Early Fall (8 States) In Califcornla, supplies are available in voluy

from the Coachella Vglley, but are expected to decline
during tiie next two weeks. The Coachella crop suffered some damage from a light
frost November 26 but sapplies were not reduced appreciably. Because of mild
weather, growers in Tulare and San Diego Counties have been able to continue pickir
but supplies from those two districts are limited and quality is poor.

Late Fall: (Fla., Tex.) In Florida, cold winds and low temperatures during the
' period Wovember 17 to 22 greatly reduced yield prospects, particularly
on the acreage for harvest during the las% few days of Hovember and, the first 10
days of December. If weather is favorable yields on crops harvested during the
last 3 weeks of December should be much improved. Poak of harvesting in the im-
portant Everglades section has been reached. A good volume is expected to-continue
throughout the first half of the month ard decline rather sharply during the last
half of December. In the Pompano section, harvesting will continue rather light
until around the 10th of December when a good velume should develop and continue on
a falrly stable level. A few fields in Dade County have begun %o harvest, but if
will be around the first of the year before this deal gets into full-production.
Light harvesting of pcle beans is in progress in Dade County. This fall acreage is
generally in fair to good condition and supplies from this area should increase as
the month progresses. In the Manatee-Ruskin section, the fall pole bean crop was
rather sariously damaged by the recent cold winds and while a light harvesting con-
tinves prospective producticn has been materially reduvced. Progress of the Texas
crop was seriousiy retarded in the areas that survived the early November cold
wea.ther which was mainly in the east end of the Lower Velley. Yield prospects
continue poor and most of the production will be for Decemter harvest, providing mo

further adverse weather occurs. )

BEETS; Winter, 1952 Season (Texas) liost early crops have made new top growth
overcome the slight damage from the early November lo¥
temperatuies; and later plantings are in very good condition. Plantings for earlj
season harvest are light but there is a fairly good~sized acreage for mid-winter
harvest. A few fields are furnishing a 1ight harvest for mixed car loadings and
most of the December production will be utilized for mixed cars or sold %o prucker

BROCCOLI§ * Fall (California) Production of fell broccoli is fairly heavy and it 1
expectéd that shipments will continue at about present levels
during the first half of December Varring freezing temperatures. Substantial
quantities of broccoli are teing delivered to freezers restricting the amount
aveilable for fresh market outlets. ’ :
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(4BBAGE: Late Fpll- (Oreg.," vVaGi\M‘vﬁ.;'tS‘.C,)f ‘In Bouth Carolina, the crop is in
- . only. fair:tosgboltendltisn. Heaviest movement is expected
gound December 15, with 1ight Suppties ‘being availadle until about mid~January,

‘ Lo ey webend ol e R o
Mnter, 1952 Season (Calif.,.Ariz.; Tex,; Flas) . California cabbagée is still-in”
T . .. light Supply-in-GCentral and South Coast producing districts:
jsusual the bulk’ of the cabbage is_beingr-usedwlocally but an occasional car isg
wing shipped from the Salicas-Watsoaville district, No significant increase in .
applies 1s antlcipated until rproduction gets under  vay.-in Imperial Valley about: .
yid-December, .In Texas, the .§makk -acreage of youug cabbage that was hurt by the
wrly Wovember -cold speil has Practically all recovered gnd started making goced '
govth_the past two weecks... A1l plantings were in exceptionally good condition the
latter part. of November,. .A largs part of this year’s irrigated acreage was seeded
tirect to the fields and stands are very gocd. Some additivnal acreage may be
plaﬁted when thinning of some fields ig hecessary. Growers'present plang, however,
e for most of this year's production to be for mid-winter harvest with the bulk
of the crop out of the fieids by the middle of March. The Lower Vailey is starting
every light harvest from some seed-bed Plants but production from the main Plantings
in the Valley is not expected %o be available until January and February. A small
creage in the Coastal Bend will furni sa some production around January 10, bub the
aln harvest in that ares 1is not expected until late January and early February.
bst non-irrigated crops have enough moisture

‘ reserve to carry crops through most of
bcember, Recent weather conditions have been favorable for the ‘early crop in

flerida and young ‘plantings are making gcod progress. Light sutting has started
rn a small acreage in the Everglagdes which survived the early October rains. The

rp in the State as a whole ig slightly &elayed and it wili be the latter part of
econber before any significant volume develops,

07S:  Fall (10 States) With an adequate supply of labor available in all
L _Q_q_]_.iforn_ig producing districts during the last half of November,
rduction increased and shirments have been fairly heavy. Production at near
resent levels should continue for ahother two weeks. Heaviest shipments will con-
e to originate from the Salinas Valley but outside districts are now con-
rbuting substantial daily shipments. Oxnard is shipping about three cars dally.
¢ Santa Maria and Lompoc areas are providing an increasing volume and harvest got
der vay last week in the San Joaquin Valiey at Huron and Cartez. Quality has
clined due to the lateness of the season. There is considerable variation in

0t quali ty and tops are long and require considerable stripping of blighted and
#d leaves, :

iter, 1952 Season (Calif., Ariz., Tex., La.) Shipments from Arizona have been
light so far with only a few cars a day but volume is expected

Pick up during the next few days at all shipping points. The crop is in

tellent condition and is making good progress. Crops in all areas of Texas con~—
Wed to make good growth, and supplies from the carliest plantings in the Winter

len vere showing a substantial increase the iatter part of the month, First

est started in the Uvalde soction and shipments from the Carrizo Springs section

oted the latter part of November. Although growers’ plans for light plantings

' late season harvest continue, supplkies during December, January and February are
cted to be plehtiful. The Lower Valley crop was planted later than usual and

S area does not expect production in vclume until after the early part of

lary,  The Valley also expscts their major movement through the mid-winter

S 4 small adreage in the non-irrigated Coastal Bend is growing nicely, but

fction is not oxpected until late January or early February, Although plantings

Md-yinter harvest were heavy, the total acreage for the season is expected to
ghter than usual. ‘
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CAULIFLOYER: Fall (N.¥., bich., Oreg.) Marketings of Long Island cauliflover
dropped off sherply after the first ten days of November and
daily volume was rather irregular during the last half of the month as a result of
low temperatures. Volume wes heavy oh Saturday auctions, totalling about 28,000

crates on November 24, Temperatures of 17-20 degrees on the morning of November og
ended harvest in meny fields. A light volume of generally poor quality is expecteq
to continue through the first half of December.

Winter, 1952 Seascn (Calif,, Ariz., Tex., Tla.) California production is
increasing but volume is still below normal levels for thig
season of the year. Productioan during December will jncreese in all districts and |
the present light rail movement from Central and Southern California will probebly
expend. The bulk of the present shipments are originating from the Los Angeles are
tut cars are also loaded at Santa Maria, Watsonville and Centerville. Southern
California production consists primarily of Snowball but pearl types are being
harvested in Central Coast districts. Both rains ond mild temperatures have been
favorable for production. In Texas, a light harvest was started in the Eagle Pass
section the latter part of November and considerable acreage in the Winter Garden
is expected to be ready for harvest starting the early pawt of December. The small
acreage in the Lower Valley is later than usual and is not expected to be in produ
tion until around mid-January. Crops in all sections recovered fully from the earl
November cold spell, and good quality cauliflower is in prospect. Condition of the
Florida crop is reported to be generally good. The recent cold weather caused soms
tip burn but this is not expected to have any material effect on the furture
production. Transplanting continues active in the lianatee-Ruskin and Sanford-
Winter Garden sections, ILight harvesting is expected to start in the ianatee-Ruski
sectton around Christmas, o

CELERY: Late Fall (Calif., N.J.) In California, production has continued heavy
with harvest active in all producing districté. About half of
the shipments have been originating in the Stockton area. Production is expected
to increase during the next week with shipments reaching a peak by December 10.

Volume will decline after that date end. most of the acreage ghould be cleaned up !
the end of the month. Some late fields will remain for harvest in January but no
significant volume is antiecipated. Quality in all districts has been improving.
Sizes are generally large and considerable stripping is required to make small pac

Winter, 1952 Season (Fla., Calif., Ariz.) Harvest of California's winter crop ha
begun at Chula Vista and Oxnard with most of the carlots
originating from the latter point. Carlots are expected from San Diego County thi
week but, unless market conditions improve, it is not anticipated that there will
any significant volume from there during ‘the first half of December. Cutting of !
Southern San Joaquin Valley crop will start this week. Winter celery has made
excellent progress in all districts to date. Recent rains have been particularly
beneficial to celery in San Diego County. Re cent weather conditions have been
favorable for the Floride crop and marked improvement las been noted during the P
two weeks. Acreage which came through the heavy rains of early October is still
backward in its development and will generally produce couparatively light ylelds
Light harvesting is in progress in the 7ellvood snd Everglades sections. The vol
from the State will show a gradual increase as the month progresses, but 1t will b
ofter the Christmas holidays before harve sting becomes general.

Springs (Fla., Calif.,) The setting of the Celiformia spring crop to the fie%ir

began in the Venice district of Los Angeles County on November 23
fields will be set during December. o '
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gEET CORN: TFall, Winter =nd Spring (Fla.) Light harvesting continues on the
- early fall acreage with most of the production
g this time coming from the Everglades. Light harvesting has started at Fort

Iers and a few early fields in Dcde County will harvest in early December. Qualit;
js falr to good and a light volume is in prospect throughout the remsinder of the
pnth. FPlanting for winter harvest continues in South Florida areas with the Fort
tyers, Pompano-Boynton, Dade County, the Everglades, and the lManatee-Ruskin sectione
ppected to be the principal points of production. Planting for spring harvest in
e important Everglades section is expected to get started in early January.

(MEERS: Late Fall (Florida.) The cold winds and low temperatures in Florida
during the period November 17 to 22 caused extensive damage
o the remaining fs31l cucumber crop, particularly in the important Fort Myers—
mokalee and Wauchula-lMenatee areas., Yields on the acreage 1n production at this
ine wvere drastically cut and most of the younger plantings were either killed or
riously damaged., The fsll deal in the Wauchula and ilanatee-Ruskin sections is
rackically over and production from the Fort lyer s—-Immokalee area will be very
ight during December. Very light harvesting is in progress from a small acreage

pthe Fort Pierce section. The small acreage in the Pompano-Indiantown area should
wvide a light volume after the middle of December.

Fall (Fla., Tex.) The egzplant acreage in the Fort Myers and Pompans
sections of South Florida has made fair to good recovery since the

bavy rains of early and mid-October, Light harvesting is in progress in these

ctions and the volume should show a gradual increase as the month progresses.

light volume is also moving from the Wauchula and lianatee-Ruskin fall acreage.,

lant yields were reduced materially 4in all sections of Texas by the low

peratures in early November. The remaining production in most fields in the

ter Garden and Zagle Pass sections was destroyed and some plants vwere damaged in

¢ Valley, - A light harvest from the Valley has continued, and will carry on

roigh December, if weather conditions permit.

UROLE3 Winter (Florida) The cooler weather in Floride has been favorable for

‘ ~ the growth and development of escarole and chicory. Seeding and
tisplanting has been active and indications are that the season's plantings will
are favorably with last year's acreage. Recent market demand has been good and
mers are cutting these crops just as fast as they reach suitable maturity for
ket, Supplies are available in all of the principal producing areas at thhs time.

ITCE:  Fall (6 States) The fell lettuce deal in the Central Coast sections and
the Sen Joaquin Valley of California has been concluded for all

actical purposes. & few cars will continue to be loaded from late fields at

lnas and local market supplies will be available from 2ll districts during the

i two veeks., Quality at the present time is very ordinary.’. The Gxnard district

1 provide a few carlots and supplies for local markets throughout Lecember.

ter(Ariz., Calif., Fla., Tex.) ' In Arizona the lettuce market has weakened
Slightly but is still very good. Volume is nearing 200 cars a day with
Just starting, Heavier movement is expected in the next few days. Cool weather
sloved growth but has been beneficial to the crop from a quality standpcint.
S are firming nicely and packing mostly 4's. Harvesting of California winter
% has been under way at Blythe for two weeks but it was late in November before
rpreciable volume began to move.from there., A further increase in production
“octed during the first half of December and 400 to U50 cars are expected to be
edduring that period by rail and truck. In the Imperial Valley the first car
loadeq November 30 but production will remain light until around December 15,
early lettuce fields in the Desert areas show spotty stands they are
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LETTUCE: Winter (Cont'd.) expected to produce fairly well, particularly if marke
conditions remain faverable. Recent weather has favored the crgp
and good quality lettuce ruaning heavy to 4ig is in prospect. Mid-season fields
are in excellent condition and late flelds are making good progress. BEarly lettuge
plentings in Florida are in fair %5 good condition. Seeding and transplanting
continues in the Sanforé-Zellwood, Manatee-Ruskir, and Everglades sections. Light
harvesting of Boston and Romaine has started in the Central Florida and Everglades |
sections And supplies of thesme types should imprecve as the month progresses. Very
light harvesting of Iceterg hes started in the Websgter—Manatee—Ruskin seetion, buf
it will be late Decewber before any significant voiume is available in all of the
principal producing areas, Land is being prepared for the late winter acreage in
the McIntosh sectién., Shipments of Texas winter lettuce are coming from the .
Carrizo Springs and Uvaldo sections of tne inter Garden, where crops are in good
conditioa and show promise of good yields, The comparativeiy small acreage In the
Lower Valley thig year was planted later then usuwal.. A light harvest may start the
latter part of December, but most of the acreage is for January and TFebruary harvesy

ONIONS: ZEerly Spring (Texas) Transplanting of lrrigated acreage in south Texag
: was started the early part of November and field woTk wasg
still active the latter part of the month. Considerable acreage was planted a
little earlier than usual and plants in some of the earliest fields have started
growing, Plants are plentiful and transplanting san continue through December
without any unusual delay in harvest. Early seeded crops in the non-irrigated
sections—Raymondville, Coastal Bend, and Wilson-Karnes—are in very good condition
The surface moisture these areas received the latter pert of November was all that
vas needed to vomplete planting and it stimulated the top growth of the early
plantings, Most ncn—irrigated sections have.a good. sub~soil moisture reserve.

GREEN PEPPERS: Fall (Ve., Fla., Tex.)  Supplies of peppers from the fall acreage
in Florida have been extremely light, but if weather conditle
are favorable, the movement should show a gradual increase and reach a fair volume
during the second half of December. Current supplies are coming from the Wauchule-
llanatee, Fort liyers, and Pompano sections. 411 of the fall acreage which survived
the heavy rains in October has made very slow recovery, but this acreage will be
the source of supplies uantil the new acreage comes into production. The small
acreage in the Manatee-Wauchula arca 1s generally in poor condition and only Very
light yie ds can be expected. In the Fort iiyers section, the condition of the cro
is ordinary to fair except for the youngest plantings which are generally making
good progress. At Pompano, mest of the early plantings are in poor to faire '
condition, but acreage seeded after the middle of October is generally meking good
progress, This later acreage is not expected to come into active production until
late January or February. Fall peppers in the Lowver Valley of Texas that werahﬂ“
by the early November cold spell have made & good recovery. Most of the damage vas
to youhg plants but they are expected to furnish production during December if
favorable conditions continue. Harvest from tne older plantings in the Vglley hes
been aciive the past.two weeks but supplies heve been relatively light because 0
the smaller early acreage and the retarded progress caused by the early November
enld spell. The small acreage in the Laredo section is making very slow recovery
and will need at least two more weeks of good growing weather if eny productionls

to be expected.
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Winter, 1952 Season (Tex., Fia.,) Planting of winter potato sereage in
. Texas was a little Jater than usual but condi tions
e been favorable. Most of the section where this crop is planted escaped the
rly November low temperatures., A light harvest will start around the niddle of
ocembeT but most of the crop will not be ready until late December and the. early
k-t of Janmuary. In the Evergiades section of Florida most of the potato é.creag‘e-
fich survived the heavy raing of early October is in fair %o good condition,
wever, the set of tubers is reporéed to oe below normal. Digging on this acreage
hould stort immediately after the Christmes holidays., Winter potatoes in the Fort

ers and Dade County sections; are generally reported to be meking fair to good®
r0greSSe

PIACH:  Winter, 1952 Sezson (Tex., La., Calif.) In Texas conditions have beén' ,
: ' ' favorable for early plantings of winier spinach to
oke g0od growth and for the Planting of additional acreages for later season har-
kst Harvest of good quality spinach wasg becoming sctive in the Winter Garden by
pe latter part of the month, and light cutting at Eagle Pass vas just getting
ferteds  Supplies from the Eagle Pass section are not .expected to be plentiful
gtil around mid-December, A smpll acreage in the Coastal Bend is expected to be
pedy the early part of December dut most of the plantings in.that area are for

bto ljecember and Jamuary harvest. The Rayriondville section does not expect to
o production until around the middle of the month, and most of the early harvest
1 this section will be used for mixed car loadings. Considerable acreage is

gented in rows this year and the early harvest is furnishing good yields.

BUiSH: Fall (Florida) Supplies of Florida squash are very light at this time
and are coming from widgi—};_s_cgttered acreage in the Central and
th Florida areas., Planting in the important Pompano section was heavy immediately
1ins of mid-October and a sharp increase in volume is
from this area in early December. The period of cold winds and low
ipetatures of mid-November caused. slight damage to acreage growing at that time
b mich of this damage is expected to be overcome with favorable growing weather,

MIBERRIESs Winter, 1952 Season (Fiorida) The winter strawvberry acreage in

: ' the Plant City-!auchula-Webster and Starke-
tey sections of Florida is generally reported to be in fair to good condition.
wver; individual growers! reports indicate a wide range in the prospe cts. In
¢ localities the crop has suffered from lack of moisture. Irrigated crops are

erally in good condition., The crop is generally delayed in its maturi ty and it
lust now beginning to put out a good bloom,

0B S 3 Eerly Fall (California) The fall shipping deal in California is over.
Local merket supplies are still available in sever=l dis—
tts but are declining rapidly as the result of recent rains. Production will

gably continuve in a light way throughout December in San Diego County if frost
§ off,

F11:  (Texas, Fia.) In Texas, most of the late fall acresge at Laredo had
, furnished one picking by the latter part of November. The extent of
1tiona] harvest will depend on development and quality of the remaining produc<
' Small tomatoes failed to make much size following the November cold spell
Weh of the remainirg production may be held for delivery to cenning plants,

¥t carlot movement has continued from the Lower Valley and laading of trucks
&0 active, Considerable late acreage in the Lower Valley made very gocd

Hth the second half of November and with continued good gsowing weather, the

S expected to have a light production during most of December. The fall

=
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TOI{ATOES: DBate Fall (Cont'd.) tomato crops in the Fort Pierce and Immbkalee
‘areas of Florida are now in their peak production period,
Harvesting on many early fields has been completed with the remaining volume to coge
from the later fall plantings, In the Menetee-Ruskin section; active harvesting {g
in progress, but the average maturity is considerably behind normal due to the
excessive rains in October. Cpops on higher ground are in good condition, but
those on the heavier and pnorer drained soils show only fair prospects. The cold
winds and low temperatures of mid-November caused further deteriporation in the
quelity of tomstoes for harvest during late November and early December. This
condition is now improving and with favorable weather during December, the averape
quality of shipments from the State should be much improved. In ‘Dade County, erops
have made good progress in recent weeks and light harvesting is expected during the
latter half of December from the pineland plantings. In thé Denia-Hallandale
section, seed beds are in good condition and the supply of plants is ample.
Transplanted fields are looking good at this time and approximately half of this
acreage was set by December 1., With favorable weather, this sectlon as a whole is
expected to be in active harvest about 3 weeks earlier than last year. Young
plantings for winter harvest in the Immokalee section are generally reported to be
in good condition. In the Trail section of Collier County, little or no
transplanting has been done up to this time, but is expected to get under way during
the first half of December, -
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