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 COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS FOR FRESH MARKET
- TRUCK CROP NEWS == FEBRUARY 15, 1952

Weather. conditions in the winter and spring vegetable areas were quite variable dur-
ing the, first half of February, the Bureau of ‘Agricultural Economics reported today.
In Florida 2 tropical storm passed over the southern part of the State the night of
Februaty. 2 bringing high winds and heavy rains which caused considerable damage to
vegetable crops. A cold period occurring February 6 to 8 brought frosts to Central
and North Florida. 'In the Carolinas temperatures ranged from the low 70's dovm to
freezing with excessive rainfall occurring in many areas. Unseasonably warm weather
continned in Texas with a brief cool spell at mid-month. Lack of raeinfall is crit—
.ical in all vegetable areas of this State. Westher in the Arizona vegetable vro-
ducing area .was on the cool side during the first half of February. Celifornia tem—
peratures were fayorable for growth and development of crops planted for spring har-
vest and for mature crops ready for harvest. "eather in this State has been gener-
ally favorable for drying out wet fields which had been heampering current harvest

- and the planting of spring crops. ‘

Temperature changes in North Carolina were quite repid, ranging from the low 70ts
to sharp freezes. Ample to excessive rainfall was received inm all the early truck
producing areas, and by February 15, soil moisture supplies generally were sstis—
factory. . In the Elizabeth City-Currituck erea, frequent rains have delayed potato
planting, but as yet this delay has not been serious. ' : :

" In South Carolina, weather conditions during the first half of Februsry were some—
what unfavorable for best progress of truck crops. Extremely wet weather, frost,
and cold caused considerable damage to plents just coming up and delayed plenting of
Irish potatoes, especially in the Charleston and Beaufort areas.

Weather conditions in Florida during the first half of February were quite variable.
The tropical storm which passed over the extreme southern part of the State on the
night of February 2 brought high winds and rather hezvy rains which caused consider—
able damage to vegetable crops, particularly in the Pompano, Dade County, and Immo-
kalee sections. A cold period during February 6 to 8 was preceded by local rains
vith frosts occurring in North and Central Florida. Damage from this frost was com-
paratively light, but some unprotected tender crops such as tomatoes, cucumbers, and
watermelons were killed. On February 15-16, moderate to fairly heavy railns occurred
in North end Central Florida. Soil moisture in most of the vegetable sections is
ample at this time. Temperatures for the most part have been beneficial for hardy
crops, particularly in the North and Central Florida sections. In the South Florida
areas, cool damp nights and rather warm days have aided the development of disease
which has been particularly active since the first of the month. Growers will need
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a rather long period of favorable veather. tg“brlng these diseases under control and
get their crops back into a- satisfactory é$été ‘ofi growth. - The overall volume. of
produce moving from the State during the £irst half of the month continued at &
rather high level, but the effects of the. early February storm showed up in 2 re-x_
duced  volume. of such crops as beans, -tomatoes, squash; #nd’ eggplent. Harvesting.
continues sctive in all of the ‘major winter -producing sections and while there will .
be some fluctuation in the shipments of individual commodities, the: totai volume
from the State is expected: to continue: around current levéls for several weeks.
Planting of spring crops in the South:Florids'area, . with the exception of the’ Ever—‘
glades, is practiczlly completed. In the Everglades, planting of spring beans and.
corn vill continue well into llarch. ‘In the Central Florida sections, planting of
tender spring crops is well advanced and is active in the North Florida ared.

Developments in the Texas winter and early spring commercial vege table areas were
somevhat unsatisfactory. Unseasonably warm weather continued until mid-month when
a brief cool spell occurred. Lack of rainfall is critical in all sections, and the
supply of irrigation water in the Lower Valley is very.low...The.centinued-lack of: =
moisture in the non~irrigated vegetable areas has resulted in mest of the remaxning

il

winter growing crops being abandoned and preparastion for- spring planting:being re- -

tarded. The water supply for irrigation in the Laredo, Winter;Garden, and-Eagle
Pass sections has been satisfactory except in scattered areas.depeénding entirely on
wells. Crops in these sections have continued to make gqod progress’ and planting '
of spring crops 'is well along. . aiam e

Light frost occurred in the Salt River Valley of Arizona -on- the.mqrnings of- February
13 to 15. However, at this point in the season damage to growing:crops wes negli~
gible. Conditions were generally favorable in the Yuma area. Orop development may’
" heve been retarded slightly by the cooler temperatures, but there was no frost in

this area. BRI

Temperatures in California vegetable producing sections have been generally favorabdk
for the production of mature crops, and the growth and development of crops planted
for Sprlng harvest dhring the past two weeks. Light showers fell at.Bakersfield and
Santa .aria northward on February 11 but Southern California polnts heve not re- ‘

coived any rein since about mid-January. Light, local frosts oceurred in scattered
Northern Cslifornis localities on February. 13 but' minimum temperatures did not drop
below 32 degrees. The general absence of rainfall and the presence of good drving

weather were welcomed by growers in the Central part of the State where wet fields
have been a problem. In Southern Californis and in many San Joaquin Valley and
Central Coast districts fair weather and higher temperatures have dried-out fields
sufficlently that planting of spring crops could be resumed. Total vegetable pro-
duction in the State is expected to decline during the next two weeks due to lettuce
and celery harvests having passed their peaks. However,. there will be en increase
in volume of broccoli and cauliflower and possibly cerrots during this period.

-
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ARTICHOKES : ~Nintér (Ca11f ) “Artichoke supplies, which have beern -seasonally light,

< gré expectéd to continue ts increase during the next two weeks.
Some ‘frost’ dlscoloration is-8ti1l océdurrinhg but ‘thé bulk of the current 'supply is
frost-free and’ quality 'is impréving as young buds nét ‘damaged by frost réach matur-
ity. New vine growth is being hampered by wet fields on low ground which may re-
duce the production of sprlng artichokes somewhat

ASPARAGUS° Early Spring (6 States) FaVOrable -wvarm weather during the past two

"7 1’ weeks-has-‘stimulated the" growth -of asparagus in"the
California Delta and light cuttings ‘have been made. The FTirst cratés were harvested
on -February U4 but only a. very '1imi ted ‘volume Has beén harvested:' since that date. If
favorable wéather: continues,:'the first full ¢éar of-asparagus from the Delta should
be loaded during the week of February 2hH. A limited amount of asparagus is now
being cutifrom fieldsi‘in Borrego- Valley in: San Diego Gounty, Imperial Valley and
Southern San Joaquin Valley Fan i?Tpaw

LIuA BEAHS” Winter (FlaL) The”w1nter lima bean crop An the Pompano—Delray section
: Tt igronlyin fairicondition; having Beeén:-badly whipped by the
heavy raiﬁs ‘and “high vwinds of Pebruary 2. Supplies: during the first half of the
month ‘déclined’ matérialryTand tise exPected that eupplies will contlnue at reduced
levels for several meks F' .

2y

SNAP‘BEANS°» Winter (Fla ) The enap bean crép in the Pompano and Dade- County ET
SERTUNAE : ‘tions’is’ only in fair condition, -having beén materially ‘dam-—
aged by the early February storm. *The volume during the first Half of the month
declined materially ‘from “the prev1ous gemi-monthly period and the-effeéts of -the' !
storm are-dxpsdted: "to ‘continue ‘$0 be reflected -in’'reduced volume for the remainder
of the ménthi - Youriger: planting/owhlch ‘had not reached the bloomitiz stage at the
time of the. stoim; with ' favorable weather for the next two weeks, .are expected to
producé nearinbmmal yields. ‘The Pprospective volume of pole=beans'from'Dade County
vas materiallyreducsd ‘by:the storm:- That acreage which was staked with’'sesbenia
was most severely damagéd; ‘but ‘all crops were badly whipped. With:favorable weather,
the‘quality and production should rmprove durlng the 1atter part of~ the month

Early Sprlng (Fla" Texas)- Plant1ng of ‘the  epring crop of snap beans

Tl “7. in’‘the important. Evergladés section of Florida is'ac= -
tively-underway The bulk of -the acreage should be plantéd in Fébruary, but ' somer
late planting will continue until '‘around:the middle of March. A reduced acreage is’
in prospect. Planting in the Central Florida sections has been in progress since
early February and light planting has started in North Florida. Planting of pole
beans 1in:the- uanatee*Ruekln and Plant Gity sections started in late Januery and
ear]_y Fe'bruary, R R TIY : i : ..

BEETS:- Winter (Texas) Coﬂditions’were'favorable'for'continued'good progress, and

both yields and quality ‘have been very good. Solid ' carlot loadings:
have been moving in fair volume and considerable production has been moving in mixed
cars.: Supplies twill dontinue "to be available in fair volume from the Lower Valley
for the next W5idays. The small acréage in -the non-irrigdted Coastal Bend failed to
survive the:long‘dry sPell in that area and has been abandoned

§Erin§ (La , S, Gar , N, Car. Va ) In South Carolina, the spring beet crop

: ot ds Ans only fair. condition Recent ‘cold weather caused considérable

damage ‘to ‘plants- just coming up and has necessitated replanting in some areas. The
planting ‘of beets'in North-Carolina has ‘been completed and. seed is now sprouting,

but as yet few have surfaced. Soils were rather dry in ‘this area until the second
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BEETS: Spring (Cont'd) week of February. when rains replenished soil moisture

supplies. Temperatures generally have been “too cool for rapid
germination and growth. At this time the crop is. considered to be,about two weeks
earlier than a year: ego uhen most.-of the aereage had to be replanted due to Febru-
‘ary freezes. R P T . . .

BROCCOLI’ Sppi (Calif.) Broccoli productionhin the Central Coast area continues

x :at-a moderate level with:supplies moving both to fresh market
and freezer outlete - Shipments are expected}&o increase late in the month when
early flelds of spring broccoli mature. In:.Imperial Valley production has passed
its peak and. will decline until the. deal cleans up during the next ten days. Qual-
ity has been very good in Imperiel and falr to good at Central Coast points.

GABBAGE. Winter (Calif Ariz., Texas,,Fla.) . Supplies continue to be evailable
from Imperial Valley of Celifornia. but: the. peek of harvest has
been pas8ed there and yields have been reduced by early January freezes. Cabbage
i becoming available for harvest in South Coastal areas and--production should show
. a2 moderate increase there duringz the next two: weeks. . This area should be-in heavy
production’during iiarch. Continued warm weather in Texas and lack. of water for ir-
rigation has resulted in lowering yield prospects in the important Lower Valley
area, and growers in the Coastal Bend have given up any hope of production from the
fair-sized acreage in that area. Some areas of the Valley, mainly those near the
source - of water supply, have been able to continue irrigating and production from
thies acreage has been of fairly good quality.. Sizes in all areas have been small,
‘however, and the quality of crops that have been neglected has deteriorated. Some
partially harvested fields have been abandoned and some growers were considering
abandoning some of the acreasge that was being held for late. season harvest. The
brief cool spell around the middle of - the month was not of long enough duration to
be of much benefit, and unless conditions show a material improvement soon much of
the prospective late production may not be held for harvest. The condition of cab-
bage in Florida ranges from falr to. .good. Recent weather conditions have been fav-
orable "and quality is improving. The volume during, the first half of February con-
tinued to show an inorease over the previous semi-monthly period The deal is now
in its peak period of production and with favorable weather, a continued good vol-
.ume is in-prospect throughout.the remainder of February and March. Now that the
market has declined to a relatively low level, -the quality reéquirements are higher
. than they were earlier in the season and a considerable amount.of poor quality
“cebbage -i's being left in the field. Practically all transplanting for late harvest

has been completed. o o . .

; Early Sprigg (5 States) The spring cabbage crop ip"South Carelina is in
good condition but this varies by areas. In the Beaufort
area, the crop is off to a good start and has been side dressed. Recent frost in

the .Charleston area caused some damage and reports indicate that plants are beginning
to form small heads due to extremely wet weather.__.

Late Spring (8 States) The conditionuqf North -Carolina's cabbage crop is
. quite variable.. In the Currituck aree, planting .was com-

pleted in January. Due to frequent freezes, however, survival was low and stands
are ragged. Plants started growth during Januwary and were hit hard by February:
freezes. It is difficult to determine at this time, however, the extent of bud dam-
age caused by those freezes. In the Pamlico~Carteret County area, setting was be-
coming general by mid-February and by larch 1 virtually all.the acreage will be set.
Practically all the home grown plants were killed.by freezes in November and Decem-
ber. Consequently, most of the acreage in this area will be set to Copenhagen in-
stead of the round Dutch variety. The plant supply is adequate to meet growers needs.
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CARROTS; Winter (Galif Ariz. , Texas, La.) Shipments of California carrots from
" ‘the Imperial Valley are continuing in good volume for this season
of the year ‘and shipments during the next two weeks should hold at about present
levels unless market conditions change harvest plans. Quality of Imperial Valley
carrots has shown considerable variation -this season with some fields producing
carrots which were off quality in both roots and tops. However, general gquality
should improve ss the younger fields mature. A small volume of topped stock from
fall plantings i's moving daily from Central Celifornia points. The Phoenix area of
. Arizona is still shipping some ‘topped carrots due to the frosts in January, but
. .volume of supplieés will continue reletively light from the ‘valley's small acreage.
Harvest of carrots was ‘exceptionally active the past two weeks in Texas and supplies
are ample for continued active harvest for the next MB days. The Lower Valley has
some acreage for April harvest and a light movement may continue into the early
~part of April. Growers in the "inter Garden expect most of their acreage to be har-
vegted by the latter part of iiarch. Conditions the first half of February were
favorable for crops in all sections to continue to make good growth and qual1ty of
both top and root growth has been very good. .

Sgrlng (Callf ~Ariz.) Increased supplies of Arizona carrots can be ex-
.pected from the Yuma area in the next few days as the svnring crop
comes. into production. .

CAULIFLOWER: Winter (Calif., Ariz., Texas, Fla.) Active movement of cauliflower in

©  Texas was practically over by the middle of February. Light
supplles are expected from the Eagle Pass section the remainder of the month, but
most of. the remaining production will be used by truckers. The condition of the
Florida cailiflower crop remaining for harvest continues fair to good. The volume
from the State improved slightly during the first half of February. A continued
good volume is in prospect during the second half of the month, but supplies are
expected to decline in‘early iiarch. Supplies are currently coming from the i.anatee-
Ruskin and Sanford-Winter Garden sections with a light volume originating in the
Hastings and Dade County sections.

Earlv Spring (Calif., Oreg.) Shipments of California cauliflower have

. picked up substantially during the past weel:at Santa iiaria
as a.result of declining supplies from competing areas. TFreezers recelved much of
the production at Santa Maria until shipments were increased there. . At present, a
limited amount of caullflower is being harvested around Los Angeles, Aand-in lonterey
and Alsmeda- Counties for local and northwest merkets. Shipments from California are
expected to’ increase late in the month as additional acreages become available for
harvest and quality improves.” Quality generally is fair to good in all districts
but. warm’ deytipe tempsraftures have adversely affected some fields.

CELERY: !inter (Fla.,Calif Ariz.) The winter celery crop in Florida continues

: to make fair to good progress. The recent cool weather and rains
have been beneficial The winter deal is now in its peak level of harvest. The
acreage cut and the volume moved to date are both ahead of last year, but yields
have not averaged as high as they did last winter. ‘Improved marketing conditions
have permitted growers to harvest a heavy volume of celery in San Diego County,
California during the past two weeks. Most of the remzining acreage will be cut
during February and only limited supplies will be availadble during the first half
of l{farch. Quality continues good for the bulk of the supnly but some blight, pink
rot and plthy celery is being noted. 4 small volume of celery continues to be
available from plantings in Orange, Kern and Tulare Counties.
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CELERY: Spring (Cont'd) Setting of sprirng celery in. Florida has ‘been éompleted 2t
Sarasota-end.is near completion in-the Everglades. Transplanting

is well advenced in the Oviedo area and is active in the. Zellwood and-Oklawsha-' N

Islznd CGrove section of North Florida. o ’ S LT

SWEET CORN: Winter (Florida) - The mid-wihter sweet corn. crop in the-South Florida .

- : area is only in fair condition and yields on’the adréagé har- .
vested to date have been below normal expectations. Improved moisture conditions.
elong the lower East Coast heve benefitted younger plantings.and ‘if diséase ‘and in-
gsects can be controlled, some.improvement in futﬁre yields can De expected. In the
important Evergladés section, corditions have been favorable for-growth, but temper-
stures have also been. favorable for the'deﬁeiébmenﬁ of disease. :Planting is active
in this section and is expected to' continue well into liarch. ‘Planting has started .
on the sznd lands in the: Central Florida ares and land is being prepared in the im-
portant Zellwood section with seeding expected to get.underwayuin"1ate5F§bruany{fj

GUCULBERS: ' Winter (Florida) The high winds and heavy rains of February 2 greatly
R reduced the production prospects of mid-winter cucumbers in the
South Florida area. The Immokzlee-Fort liyers area is the- principal source of sup-
ply et this time with scattered harvesting coming from the. Pompano,  Fort Pierce, and .
Dade County sections. Imports from Cuba are being repacked at points.along the East
Coast, principally Pompano and constitute the bulk of the movement from this grea..fj

Early Spring (Fla., Texas) Some replanting of spring cucumbers was
S ' ~ necessitated by the early February storm in the South
Florida areas. However, most of this spring acreage was reasonably young and with
favorable weather, should overcome most of the setbacks incurred. The covered acre- .
age in the Wauchula and Webster sections of Central Florida has made fair progress .
during recent weeks. Open field planting in the 'Tauchula section startéd in late
Jenuary, but most of this acreage-was seeded during the first half of the month.
Planting of the open field acreage in the Webster-Yinter Garden section 1is now in
progress. In the Manatee-Ruskin section, where a réduced spring acreage is in pros-
pect, occasional eerly fields are up and growing at this time, but most of the
acreage was seeded during the first half of February.. '

EGGPLANT: Winter (Florida) The winter eggplant crop in the Pompano and’ Fort Myers
sections received considerable damage.from the high winds and
heavy rains on February 2. This damage has been reflected by a .reduced volume dur-
ing the first half of February commered to the movement during the previous semi~ 7.
monthly périod. - It ts expected that' this reduced volume will continue during-the-fe-
‘maindor of February. With-continued favorablo weathor, this winter acreage should-~ .
make somo rogovery anqbgrQQpcxiqn.prospects are. expocted to improve during ilarch. A

light wolume;ig,available from the Evergledes and from small widely Scattered

IR

plantings in other South Florida sections. _
Spring (Florida) In.the South Floride areas, the younger acreage, par-
ticularly.in the Pompano and Everglades:.sections which 'will
mostly furnish production’for spring harvest, are expected to make a fair recovery
from the ucfavorable weather in early February. Transplenting continues in progress
on the spring acreage in the Plant City .section and seed beds in the North Florida
sections are reported to be. in fair to good condition. .
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ESCAROLE: Winter (Florida) Escarole and chicory shipments contihued ih falr volume

~ during the first half of February although slightly below the
movement reported for the previous' semi-monthly period. Recent weather conditions
have been favorable for these crops‘and a continued good volume 'ls in prospect dur-
ing the remainder of the winter period. Most of the production at this time is com-
ing from the Everglades supplemented by light volume from the Zellwood, Sanford-

Oviedo, and lanatee-Ruskin sec%ibng.

LETTUCE: Winter (Ariz., Calif., Fli., Tex.)' In California,” recent warm weather in

A Imperial Valley advancéd the maturity of ‘mid-season lettuce fields
and shipments during the past two weeks have been heavy. Peak of production has
been passed, however, and volume will decline from now on. At Blythe, harvest of
the fall and winter acreage has been practically completed, Quality in the Desert
areas 'is generally excellent although some cracked ribs and slime have appeared
becauise of recent warmer weather. The volume of lettuce harvested in Florida during
the first half of February declined considerably from the good Volume moved during
the last half of January. 'This decrease is largely attributed to the prolonged per-
iod of warm weather. Conditions since late January have been more favorable and the
acrésge remaining for harvest is mostly reported to be im fair to 'good condition.
The Everglades and l{anatee-Ruskin sections are the principal sources of supply at
this time with scattered light harvestings available in the "ebster, Sanford-Yinter
Garden and Samsula sections of Central Florida. The young - -plantings at Zellwood.
are generally in good~coﬂditidn. At ilcIntosh, growers report some trouble with dis-
ease A falr volume is expected to be available from the State during the remainder
of February with declining supplies in prospect during liarch. In Texas, supplies in
good volume were available in the Lower Valley during the past two weeks, but har- °
vest in this area is expected to be -over by the latter part of the month or early
March. Plantings in the “inter Gerden for late harvest have made good progress and
a light movement from the mid-winter acreage has continued from that area. Quality
has been generally good, despite the unseasonably warm weather which has prevailed
during most of the season. SR ‘

Early Spring (Ariz., Calif., Ga., S.Car., N.Car.) Some increase in ship-
ments from the Yuma area in Arizona is expected to develop .

during the third week of the month and gather momentum as the spring crop comes into
heavier volume. The Salt River Valley will be a couple of weeks later than last
year due to cool weather. Shipments of ‘spring lettuce from Phoenix are expected to
start in volume: about March 10. Spring Plantings in California made good progress
during the past two weéks and growers have been able to thin most of their early
plantings. Favorable weather has dried additional acreages sufficiently to permit’
growers to work the ground and plent during thé past two weeks. In South Carolina,
the erop is in very good condition with little damage reported to-date. Although
the crop is in variocus stages of growth, most of it is in the thinning stage. In
North Carolina, 75 to 80 percent of the acreage had been set by February 15. Temper-
atures generally have been too cool and plants heve made little growth either in the
Plent beds or in the field. Most growers are setting plants this year in preference
to sowing in the field. Setting will be completed prior to the first of ilarch. The
crop generally is considered about two weeks earlier than 1ast}year.

ONIONS: Early Spring (Texas) Conditions-are unchanged from those of the last half

: - " of January in practically all early spring onion areas—-
mostly warm and dry. A very brief cool spell the early part of the month and another
around mid~February were of too short duration to affect plant growth and tempera-
tures were not low enough to cause eny significent delay in the rapid progress that
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ONIONS: Barly ‘Spring (Cont'd) crops in the. irrigated sections have-made. Some

, . .. ...+ @rovers have withheld their. wstal irrizhtion for the purpose:
of retarding growth, Prospects in”tﬁé‘npg:irgigatedoééétions;_espepially-the:‘-‘ .
Coastal Bend, have declinmed matérially}'"CbhsiQQrabLe:aérqége;gf,Qétly#plantings
have started dbulbing an@ayields‘from'this_acrqggeqa:eﬂeiﬁééte¢'tQQaverage;very'1ight
unless rainé”dqcur;SOQng:wGrowth-of,late.plqntingsxha6ﬂs£opp§¢_éhﬁ]the_usual care -
of much of this acreage will be neglected tinless mpisture codditions improve soon.
The continued lack of rainfall has been critical for several weeks.. Both-irrigated
and non-irrigated onions in the Reymondville section havé: been without moisture for
some time as water.for irrigatién:in this area.hes:been limited during. the -entire
growing Seaéon‘and;paftxqf'%he*aréé“has,beeﬁ}withoutﬁaﬁnyéqurall'geasonﬂf '

. .o L . I A TR A A . R o L
‘Late Spring (Calif..: Arisz., Lg,;;mgx;,haaygmfScattéfed“égptions,of the'
7 7 north Texa%?oﬁion‘a;eéfre@égyedﬁfrbmi1ightj§q~moderat6 raing v

the pest week, maiiily aroundrDallias and Ferris. Growth. of 'édrly ‘plantings was re- °
vived and some additional-ascreages were“p1antéd,ububaallrpiaﬁﬁiggs,will.nee&:addiﬁ ,
tional:moistire soon if normal progress is to be made: ‘Comditions are .still unfave -
orable. for the planting qf:crbp§~in'%h§;béptialgpaﬂmkofnthéga;éa;andrmqqh?bfmthewaf““
outlying area horﬁhfbﬁfDallas’isfstfi;’wiﬁpou#isgﬁﬁicienk-ﬁbiétgrq,forgtransplahting,

to be started. . " . .. . o p i

megas oy U

Sl ‘ PRI N v - A. x . ' SET

GREEN PEAS: Winter (Fla;L~Tex:,:ca11f.)-'Harvéétsincrmﬁef;ar'vgrlég,calrfornia;=is '

o tee v 0T npw under.way and production should ‘continue 1runtil abowt iMarch -
10. Supplies will not be heavy-at any timé.due_tOgtheglight“acpeaga;planted thig
year.  Current prddugyiqnlis:movihg-to local meorkets and3in~mix§d;lo%s. N
i o' ' Barly Spring (Calif., liss., §.Car., N.Car.)" In"California, & light
harvest .continues from early pole: fields in the. coastal<séctivns from San Luis Obis~
po Oounty south, Most supplies are being utilized locall&;'*ihntheiHolly Hill ‘aréa -
of South: Carolina, vhere most:of the State!s green peaihrobhis”égntefed, B R
. 77" the crop is in good. condition and nearing the blooming stage. Scattered
Plantinge are being made in other sections of the State but are of less .importance
from a commercial standpoint. N R I

GREEN PEPPERS: Winter (Fla.)' The storm of February 2 strick the important.Pompano”
Lo - section just as the winter crop was getting into full pro-
duction:..:Plants were badly whipped by the high winds,~considéraple~ngqg fruit was
blovn off, and production prospects materislly lowered: ' The Volume from,the State'
during the first half of the month improved ‘considerably over that shipped.during
.the last half of Jantery but not as much as expected before the §torm. With contin-
ued favorable westher the crop is expected to recover some:of the setback. AL though
productioniwill be somewhat lower than earlier indications;fa:continued,good volume -
is in prospect during'the remainder of the winter season. . The Pompano section will. "
continue to. be the principal source of supply supplemented by“a’fairﬂvolpmevfromi~‘j ;
the Fort Myers and Everglades crops. L : : ) cooe e

. ~Spring (Fla.) Late plantings in the PompaﬁoiSecf;on which,wilL'prdfide;'
C " ‘supplies during :the spring season.are ‘éxpeécted to overcome ,
most of the shock sustained by the early February storm. In the. important Planmt " .-
City area, most of the acreage has been set, but these young plaﬁtings are’reyorted
to be meking relatively slow. progress at this time:.. Some. transplanting is in prOg'-‘-'j":;
ress at ebster and seed.beds in. the North Florida sections aré reported to-bein =
fair to good conditioni"~”Au, T R B =?‘.f'. c e
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. COMMERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: Winter (Texas, Fla.) In the important Lade
o County section of Florida, harvesting
is now near its peak level, Indications are that the yields on this crop will be
slightly below the excellent yields obtained last season. Younger plantings were
badly whipped by the storm of early February and considerable blight has developeds
Yields on these later plantings will be reduced considerably. Digging is well over
? the peak in the Fort Myers section, but light harvesting will continue during the
" remainder of the month, -

Early Spring: (Fla., Tex,) In the important Hastings section of Flerida,
: ' planting was largely completed by late January. Stages
of growth range from blooming to just coming ups Recent weather conditions have
been favorable with rather mild temperatures and ample moisture, In South Ilorida,
crops in the Everglades, Indiantown, and Hillsborough County sections are making
fair to good progress. Occasionally, poorly drained fields suffered some damage
from heavy rains in early February., In Texas, tempcratures have been favorable
for crops in all sections of the early spring potato area and crops that have had
sufficient irrigation are in good condition., There is considerable territory,
however, that has been short of water for some time, and the Raymondville acreage
has had very little water since the crop was planted. Yield prospects for the area
~ as a whole are only fairly good and development has been reterded despite the favor-
'+ able growing weather, : .

Late Springs (Calif,, La,, Missc, Ala., Gas, S Care, Tex., Okla., Ark.,
Tenn., N, Car,) Planting in South Carolina has been

delayed because of excessive wet weather., Only about L0 percent of the crop has
been planted in the important Charleston area where normally about 75 percent of
the crop is planted by mid-February., In Beaufort County approximately 25 percent
of the crop has been planted. In other arcas of the State, planting is just
getting started, Planting in North Carolina will be virtually completed by the end
of February if weather conditions permit, In general, planting this ycar is later
than normals In Currituck County 75 percent of the crop was in the ground by mid-
February while in other areas, planting was just gctting underwayo et soils have
delayed planting to some extent in Pasquotank and Camden Counties, while in other
areas there appears to be still some indecision on the part of growers in regard to
the 1952 crope

1

SPINACH: Winter (TexXo, La., Calif,, Miss.) Production in fcxas during the remain-
der of the season will Ve restrictced to the %Winter Garden and
Eagle Pass irrigated districts, which have provided all of the shipments during

the past two weeks., Dry-land plantings in the Coastel-Bend and Raymondville scctions
deteriorated because of lack of moistur. and practically all.of the acreage has becn
abandoned, Thure is considerable acreage in the Eagle Pass section for Mcrch
‘harvest and both the Winter Garden and Eagle Pass arcas expect to harvest actively
the balance of February,

i

| SQUASH: Wintor (Florida) The storm in carly Fcbruary materially dameged the
: crop in the Pompano-and Dade County sections and the volume from
the State during the first half of the month was consicerably bclow the good volume
which moved during the last half of January. Indications arc that this reduction
in volume will continue during most of the remainder of Fcbruorye. Younger -plantings
’ are generally reported to be making good progress and with fevorable weather, volume
’_"during March should show some improvement. The Pompano and Dade County scctions are
the principal sources of supply at this time, but widcly scattercd plantings in the
Fort Myers-Immokalee end lest Coast sections arc contributing a fair volumac.
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SCUASH (Continued): Spring (Florida) Planting for spring harvest in the important

Plant City area has largely been complecteds In the
Ocala-lcIntosh section of North Florida, planting started in early Februvary and most
of the acrcage has beun seeded at this time, .

STRAVBERRIES: Winter (Florida) 1In the important Plant City-lJauchula-Webster
section of Central Florida, the crop rcached its peak level
of production during the first half of February. Recent weather conditions have
generally been favorable for growth, but insects such as ncmatodes and red spiders
are causing the crop to produce lighter yiclds than earlier anticipatcd. In the
Starke-Lawtey section of North Florida, frosts in early Fcbruary causcd rather
extensive damage to the open bloom, Light harvesting continues in progress from
this crop, but it will be the latter part of the month or early March before this
scetion gets into full harvest,

Mid-Spring: (13 Statcs) DNorth Carolina's crop was in rather poor
condition on February 15. Larly frcezes in last

November came while the plants were still growing and ceuscd considerable damage.
The cold weathcer that has prevailed during subsequent months hes not improved the
condition of the plants and little sign of growth has been notcd as yets Red ‘
Spider infestation appears to be rather hcavy throughout the producing areca; how-
ever, spraying is general, and in thc past control measures have been quite effective
Although thc crop appecars to bc in poor condition now, there was no winter bloom
to further reduce the vitality of the plantse With favorable weathcr conditions
during the next few weeks the crop may overcome much of'tbe damage sustained during
the winter, Growers generally are concerned over the high cost of crates and an
anticipatcd shortage of labor this scasone

TOMATOESs Wintcer (Florida) The winter crop in the South Florida arcas was
damaged considerably by the storm on Fcbruary 2 and yield
prospccts from this crop have been lowercd materially. A storm of this nature
causcs varying degrecs of damage depending on the age of the crops, type of land,
and drainege, The weather which has prevailed since the storm has not been too
favorable for rccoverye. Heavy dews during the night followed by hot sun during the
day have caused considerable lcaf damage and madc the control of disease morc
difficulte Growers arc now rcporting the prescent condition of the crop at 50 to

75 percent of normale Good growing weather during the remainder of the séason could
matcrially improve these prospects, particularly on younger plantings which have
more time for recovery., Movement from the State during the first half of Fcbruary
declined slightly from the good volume shipped during the previous semi,-monthly
period, Prior to the storm, the indications werc that the pcak movement would
occur during Fcbruarye. A good volume continues in prospect for the rcmainder of
the winter dcal, but at somecwhat lower levels than was indicated before thce storm.
Quality should continuc to improvc as the crops grow out of these storm conditionse
The Dade County section is the principal source of supply with some harvesting
undcrway in the Dania-Hallandale and Immokalee scctionse

Early Spring: (Fla., Tcxe., Calif,) In Florida, late plantings in the
Dade County section which will supply production during
the spring months, arc expccted to meke a reasonable recovery with favorable
weathere In the Immokalee section, the heavy rains caused some damage to the spring
crop with most opinions ranging from 15 to 25 pcrcent. Where the crops arc not too
farm advanced, considerable rccovery is possible with favorable growing conditions.@®f{’
The spring crop in the Fort Pierce arca is generally rcported to be making fair
progresse  In the Manatee-Ruskin area, the young crops are rather irregular with

somc growcrs reportced to be having di fficulty in getting a stand starteds In the
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TOMATOES: Barly Spring (Continued) Webster-Oxford-Bellevicw-Ocala arca, the cool
weather of Fcbruary 6-8 caused somc lossese. The crop

has been retarded and somc replanting has becn neccssary, Progress of the Lower
Valley, Tcxas,crop was retarded the past two weeks by lack of water for irrigation,
This crop has had very mild growing weather all season and somc of the carlicst
plantings arc much furthcr advanced than usual for this datce Plants in a few
ficlds startcd blooming thc latter part of January, but it is doubtful if thesc
early blooms will hold a set because of a shortage of water and the brief cool
spcll around mid-February. The areca as a wholc has been without a good rain since
the crop was planted and the present scarcity of watcr is Valley-widce Should
moisturc conditions improve in thc ncar futurc a much carlier than usual crop can
still be produceds Production from Impcrial Vallcy, California, ficlds continucs
at a high lcevel for this scason of the year but some deelinc in productien is
expectced during the next two wecks as growcrs complcte harvest on the carly crop
of mature fruit. Production in late February probably will be fairly light
because of frost damage carly in Januarye.

Late Springs (6 States) Conditjons in all latc spring arecas of Tcxas
havi been favorable for secd-bed plantings and for

prcparation of ficlds. Sctting of plants to cold frames is startcd, Moisture
conditions are fairly favorable over much of thc cast Tcxas tomato arcay but
central (Yoakum) and southern sections (Falfurrias and Inglcside) nccd moisturce
badly. Planting in thc southern scction is alrcady latcr than usual. Plantings
in this arca arc mostly sceded dircet to the ficlds and arc not irrigatcds If the
present mild tcmperaturcs continuc in the cast Texas arca, considcrablce acreage
will be planted direct from hot-beds to the ficldse

WATERMELONS: Late Spring (Calif., Fla.,) Acrcagc in Florida rangcs from carly
ficlds in the blooming stagc in South Florida to just
planted in North Florida., The cold pcriod of February 6-8 which extcnded into the
edge of the South Florida arcas, causcd some damage to unprotccted ficlds, but the
overall cxtent of the losscs was comparatively light and was confincd mostly to
burned leaves and general rctarding of growths Some replanting was nccessaryoe

The recent rains over the North and Central Florida area should be benceficial for
getting the young plantings startcds Soil moisture over the cntire watcrmclon
arca is good to adecquatce






