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~ COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS FOR FRESH MARKET
©© TRUCK CROP NEWS —- MARCH 1, 1952

Weather conditions in the winter and spring vegetable areas from Texas east were

generally unfavorable for planting and for growth of truck crops during the latter
half of February, the Bureau of Agricultursl Economics reported today. Condltions
in California were generally favorable during the same period but cool nights
slightly retarded crop growth in Arizona. In-Florida strong cold wiads, followed
by a heavy frost in some section# of North Florida, with scattered light frost ex-
tending into South Florida damaged tender plants. Frost did some damage ta tha;
Louisiana crops, but the cool weather was of benefit to cabbage and shailots.. The

‘Southeastern States, generally, received more rain %‘ren was needed and Dienting was

delayed. Accompanying cool temperatures curtailed growth. Low temperatures and
frost also-did damage in Texas, but cool weather and rain improved growing condi-
tions for late planilags of broccoll, cabbage, and spirach. Added moicinze made
possible  the planting of onions in areas nrsviously too dry. Caiifornia vegetable
producing sections experienced cool weather_with‘scattered~light'frosts in mid-
February, but temperatures in this State during most of the past two weeks.have been
favorsble for the growth and development of vegetable crops-

'Rains in North Carolina stopped potato planting ‘during ﬁoéf of the last two weeks

in February and on March 1 most flelds were still too wet to work. Temperatures
generally were too low to stimulate growth and most truck crop growers. regard’ crop
progress as behind schedule. Varm, sunny weather is badly needed.in all early
truck producing sections. R "

In South'CafBI@ﬁa, Tenressee and Alebama rainfall was frequent and heavy .during the
last half of February. Field work was delayed and growth of crops retarded. The
cold weather in lilssissippl caused little damage to growing crops and progress was
generally favorable. : :

' Growing conditions in the vegetable broducing sections of Florida during the second

half of February have generally been unfavorable. Rainfall has been adequate to
exce:sive and soil moisture is generally ample ‘at this time. Temperatures have been
near normal, but on the morning of February 27, strong cold winds caused consider—
able damage to tender folisge in all producing sections. This perlod of cold winds
was followed by rather low temperatures on the morning of February 28 with heavy
frost reported in some sections of North Florida and scattered light frost extending
into South Florida. The growth of tender crops has generally been retarded by the
unfavoreble conditions but actual damage by the frost was somparatively light.
Quality has been impaired and diseases have become more active and more difficult

to control. Hardy crops have been less seriously affected and have generally made
fair to good progress except in localitles where the rainfall has been excessive

and the soil has been too wet. In spite of these adverse conditions, total vege-
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table shipments from the State during the second half of the month held at zbout the[”'
same level as during the previous semi-monthly period. There was some fluctuation

in individual commodities with potatoes znd corn showing a considerable increase

vhile tomato shipments declined. : : ' : : .

In Louisiana, nights were cool and moisture excessive during the last half of Fsbru-
ary. TFrosts and freezing temperatures in the Hammond-Ponchatoula—Amite area on the
morning of February 28 destroyed a lerge portion of the strawberry blooms and berrie:
but did not materially damage' the plants. With no further weather setbacks heavy
movement of the crop is expected the last week of liarch. Cool weather was beneficial
to ccbbage and shallots. Harvest of winter shallots will be practically over by
ilerch '8, and shipment of the spring crop should be heavy by that time. Harvest of
the cabbage crop in the New Orleans area picked up during the last half of February,
end harvest in volume in' the. Bresux Bridge-Arnzudville area is expected avout Herch
24, Planting of snap beang has been delayed because of too much moisture.

Progress of all early spring plantings. of commercial .vegetables in Texas was serious-
ly retarded and some damage resulted from low temperatures and frosts the morning of
February 27. Effects of this cold wave were more general in the lower Rio Grande
Valley vhere plantingc of ‘spring crops were more extensive. Light to heavy ‘frosts
occurred over the entire Lowér Valley, whereds only light scattered frosts occurred
in the Vinter CGarden section which is ‘éonsiderably farther north.znd is ususlly more
susceptible to demage from cold waves thot rezch into the southern areas. ‘The impor~
tanb'crogs affected are .the Lower Valley early.spring tomato and potato crops, which
were both well advanced, and the sweet corn crop that wasg knee high in many £lelds,
The extent of damage cannot be fully appraised at this time because of the variation
in rainfall that fell in the Valley ‘the day}precedin§ the cold spell and the ‘degree
of frost~ in the various areas, also the different stages of growth of plants. The
rainfall was more extensive in the west .end of the Valley than in the center and east
end, with moisture for the area as a whole being less'than was needed. A favorable
feature of developments during the past two weeks is an improved moisture situaiion
in the dry-land onion areas. Considerable tonnage and some fotal acreage of receatly
matured cabbage was being abandoned, and some fields of broccoli were being permiited
to go to seed. Supplies of beets end carrots were plentiful and hsarvest of lettuce
was fairly active in both the Valley and Winter Garden sections.

Weather conditions in Arizona during the lest half of February were characterized by
above rnormal deytime temperatures. Nights continued cool, however, end growth of
crops was somewhat retarded. The first of liarch again brought cool weather with a
good raln over the Salt River Velley area and in the mountain watershed. The rain
was sufficient to take the place of an irrigation and added to the storage supnly be-
hind the dams. Current production consists mostly of lettuce and carrots from Yums,
and a 1ight volume .of carrots and celery with an occasional car of cabbage from

Phoenix. : ..

After the cool weather and scattered light frosts of mid-Februsry, temperatures in
California during most of the past two weeks have been favorable for the growth and
develamment of vegetable .crops. All crops are at normal stages of development at.
this time and if March westher is favorable, a relatively ezrly.spring vegetable sea~
son ig possible in all of the various producing districts of the State. Only a limi-
‘ted amount of reinfall has been received during the past two weeks giving growers an
opportunity to prepare seed beds, plant and cultivate. In many sectionsd of Central
and Northern California field ‘operations have been off schedule because of hepvy win-
ter rains znd some growers have been forced to alter their 1952 crop acreage ‘plans.
However, at the present time it does not appesr likely that there will be any shoz?
age of spring vegetables in Oalifornia. . Growers heve completed planting of spring .
crops and the seeding and setting of vegetable and melon crops for: jsummer harvest haf

begun. The production of winter vegetables is declining rapidly and. the harvest seadl -
son on major crops will be concluded in some districts during the next two weeks. The

over-all production of California vegetables will decline during March and will not
show any aspvreciable increase until harvest op'gpring-drops'becomqstactive in April.
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'ASPARAGUS' Early Springv (4.States) . South Carolina's small acreage is in good con-

Eoray e dition with light haervest just beginning Due to the
Iimited ecreagep v°lume will be - small. R . .

K

LILA BEAHS' Winter (Fla ). The small winter lima bean crop in the Pompano—Delray
section is only in fair condition. Quality has mostly been

”poor to fair ‘and: this condition is expected to continue for several weeks

SNAP B"ANS' Winter (Fla y The Snap bean crop in the Pompano and Dade County. sec-
. tions is only: in fair condition. These crops. were. Just coming
out of the setback received by the storm in early. February when the cold winds of

- February-27 “caused a further- ‘setback. -The quality of beans during the past few

rweeks has ‘generally been ‘poor: to- falr .and . the recent unfavorable weather- will cause
the'se’ ‘conditions torcontinue during most of. the first half of March. In addition
40 impairing the quality, . the recent .cold windsg will cause. -some reduction in yield,
particularly to ‘those:crops which were in. the blooming stage. The small acreage of
late winter besns in:the-Everglades section is generally in fair condition.  Light

‘. harvesting now in progress will continue light during the first half of March and

.Fetieh ‘g fair volume during the second half of the month. That acreage of the win-

“iter pole bean.crop in:Dade County for ‘harvest during March has made -some recovery

from :the damage caused . by: the early February storm. .The recent cold winds caused

" gomé -additional damage to-this crop,.but the supplies from - thie area .should. in—»f

-

crease as the month progresses.:,:

Early Spring (Tex Fla.). Planting of. snap beans in the earliest sec-
’ Yion.of the Lower Valley iof Texas which usually starts

the early part of February, has-been- delayed by .lack ef suf ficient weter for irri-

gation. Only light rains were received in the east end of the Valley the latter
part of February and the water supply is still being restricted in all areas. Any
further delay will. probably result in lighter than usual acreage for ‘the area. Most
sections outside-of the Valley,. although somewhat ‘improved from.a moisture stand-

~point,  will need: additional rains before: planting will become, general ‘Practically
 all: of ~the usual acreage outside of the. Valley is in non-irrigated areas. _Planting
- of the spring crop of snap beans in the important EVergledes section of Florida is

nedting!.completion. although it isg expected that some seeding will continue until.

around- the:middle of March.. The .acresage . in this section for spring harvest is

slightily. reduced from  the- plantings of last spring. Late planting of snap beans in

- ‘the  Pompano: and- Dade Cbunty sections was largely,completed by the week en&ing Feb-

ruary 23. These young plantings are in poor. to good condition. Planting of snap
beans in the Central Florida area has mostly been completed. In North Florida most

..of- the acreage has been seeded, but wet lands has caused some delay and it is ex= .
" pected that eeeding will continue into .larch. . The spring pole bean crop in Dade

County is denerally in fair. to ‘good eondd tion. - Seeding was practically finished by
the -first-of larch... In the Manatge~Ruskin-Plant City .area,. most of the .acreage hag
been planted angd, some of the oldast fields are now being staked.

Mid-SEring (6 States) Planting of the Louisiana crop has. been delayed
: because of« excessive rains. . .

BEETS' Winter (Tex ) Heavy supplies of good quality beets are available in prac-
e tically ,all irrigated sections, .with the bulk of the acreage beirg
in the Lower Valley. Considerable tonnage is being shipped as topped stock but sSup-
plies are ample for good quality bunched beets. If the present acreage is held
there will be production for shipments to continue active through most of April.
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BEETSs Spring (4 States) (Cont'd) North Garollna’s beet crop is up to-a good stand<
© Growth has been slow due to cool, wvet weather. Harvest is expected
to begin early in May. 1In South Carolina, beets are in various stages of growth as

a result of earlier cold weather and much replanting. Harvest is expected to begin -

around March 20, increasing in VOLLme bv the. end of the month. - -

CABBAGE: Winter (Calif:, Ariz ) Tex.' , Fla. ) Productlon is aVallable in heavy vol-

considerable acreage has deteriorated, however, because of lack of water for irri-
gation.  With many very small sizes and some immature heads, much of this tonnage
is not meeting present market grade requlremenﬁs Considerable tonnage was being
left in partially-harvestéd fields the latter part of February nd some total acre-:
age was.abandoned, with prospects for furuher .abandonment the eariy- part of March.
Despite these losses, considerable tonnage of good quality cabbage remains in -the
areas that were able to obtain watfer for irrigation, and some young acreage is bein
held for late. March and probatly early Apzil harvest. Progpects for some of the
later maturing crops were improved by the late February rains, particularly in the
west end of the Valley, but additional moisture will be needed to assure good yield
and quality from the remaining acreage. Unless further improvement develops soon,’
it is doubtful that all.of the frcment acreage will be harvested. The condition of
the cabbage crop in Florida contintes to be generally good. However, slow market
condi tions have caused some postponement in harvesting and some fields are becoming
overripe. Shipmeuts during the second half of the momth held at about the same
level as during the previous semi-mcunthly period. However, .a more active demand
would have producsd an increased volvme. Continued .good volume is ia prospect from
the State throughout the month of iarch amnd substantial late plantings are expected
to provide.a good volume during April and early May. .-

Early Spriang (La., Miss., Ala., Ga., s.0.) The volume of harvest of
Lou151ana cabbage. in the New Orleans area has increased dur-
ing the past two-weeks Shipment in v°1ume in the Breaux Bridge-Arnaudville area
is expected to begin around March 24. The. Alabama crop. got off to a slow start due
to lack of moisture at time of setting, but the grow*ng season since has generally
been favorable. Harvesting of the early plaated aereage is underway in Baldwin and
Mobile Counties. ‘Peak movement is expected’ about the second week of March. The
spring cabbage crop in South Carolina is in fair to good condition after suffering
from earlier cold and wet weather. Reports indicate that pients are prematiurely
forming small heads which is expected to reduce yields. First movement is expected
in the Charleston~Beaufort area Narch 20~25. : :

Late Spring (S States) By March 1 most of North Carolina's cabbage crop
had been set, and resetting was general throughout the area,
Most home-grown plants wers killed by November and January freezes. Plants were
difficult to obtain at setting timé and many of the shipped-in plants were damaged.
As a result, survival was low and stands generally are ragged. In Carteret azd Pam
lico most of the acreage has been set to Copenhagen, while the Yeeksville-Currituck
acreage is set to round Dutch variéty. Condition of the crop 'is only fair and warm
sunny days are needed to stimulate growth. With favorable weather conditions,
harvest should begin around the first of May. Wet weather in Tennessee has retarde:
the setting of plants in the fielid and ‘setting is about a week to 10 da deys later
than usual. Only a small pe“centage of the, acreage had been set by March 1. Plant

RN

ume in all sections of the Lower Valley of Texas.  The quality of

TN

are in fair condition. : B
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v&qAnmALouﬁgr Mid-Summer (12 States) Considerable acreage was planted in the early

. gections of Texas-~Lower Valley, Laredo, end. "inter Garden--

:etarting eround mid-Eboruary, and some plantings vere up ‘to: a good stand vhen the

cold spell of February 27 occurred. Giiuch of the acreage in the Laredo and Winter

‘Garden gections was covered in advance of.the cold spell end demage in these areas
Lwas slight. Most of the plantings in the Lower Valley were in the west end .of the
_Velley vhere temperatures were lower and frost more general than other areas and some

‘ _total loss of acreage was reportéd. Very little acreage has been planted in the

parly nonmirrigated sections, but with the recent improved moisture situation in

.these areas,'considerable planting will take place, starting the early part of March.
Planting in ‘the later areas is not expected to get started until after mid-March.

‘GARROTS: Winter (Colif., Ariz., Tex., La., Fla.) Suppliee of carrots are plentiful

in both the Lower Valley and  -Winter Gardemn irrigated districts of

_,mexas and the smoll acresge in the non-irrigated:Coastal Bend has held up well dese

pite the long period of dry weather. Development of some crops in the Valley has

‘been retarded by lack of water for irrigation and some of the matured carrots in

these dry areas have been utilized as topred stock, meinly because of the irregular
root growth. There has been sufficient acreage that has. had enough irrigation to
produce ample supnlies of gocd quality crops for bunched stock. Prospects were imw
proved over much of the west end of the Valley as a result of reins the latter wart
of February, and if 211 of the present growing acreage is held for production, there

~will be ample supplies for active movement for the next two months. Crops in the
_Winter Garden have had emple irrigation from wells and considerable production in
" this area is being marketed as packaged carrots. The smell acreage in the Coastal

Bend was improved by the late Februery rains.

' GAULIFLOI ER: Winter (Calif., Ariz., Tex., Fla.) The condition of .the cauliflower

crop remeining for harvest in Floride is .fair to good. The
active shipning season-is rapldly drawing to a close, -but some late plantings will
‘provide a fair volume throubhout most of March w1th shipments falling off rapidly

:'_after the middle of: the month.

fGELERY' Winter (Fla., Calif.° Ariz.) Tlorida celery yields have snown improvement

during the past few weeks in resnonse to the improved moisture con-

'ditionq and cooler weather. If the weather continues cool, this. improvement in

‘ »yielde ahould hold on the remainder of the acrsage for winter harvest, -

Spring (Fla.. Calif.) Setting of spring celery in the Floride Everglades
_ section was practically finished by March l. .Some transplanting
qﬁntinues at ellwood ‘Oviedo and in the Vorth Florida muckland sections..

'< SWEET CORN ¢ Winter (Fla ) The remaining acreabe of winter corn, principally for

‘harvest during March, in South Florida:is in ordinary to felr

, condition Unfavorable growing conditions and disease have: definitely reduced yield
.. progpects. The volume during the second half of February improved sharply over the

shipments of the previous semi-monthly period and the movement from the State should

'.“continue to show- a gradusl increase as the crop in the igportant Everglades section

comes into active harvest. Shipments from the Pompamo, Dade County, and Fort Myerse

‘u”Immokalee sections are expected to decline rather sharply after the middle of liarch.

The Everglades section is the principal source of supply at this time and will con~
"tinue to hold this position throughout the balance of the winter period.
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SWEET CORN: Spring (Fla.) (Cont'd) Planting of the spring crop in the important f@
» Everglades section has largely been completed, but some seed—
ing will continue until around the middle of March. Indications are for a slight -
jincrease in plantings in this area over that planted last spring. Growers have
made 'an effort to extend their planting season over a rather long period of time,
but the bulk of the acreage was seeded during the period from the middle of January
to the first of March. That acreage which is up and growing is-generally looking
good and only a limited acreage was affected by the recent cold. In the Manatee-
Ruskin section, most of the acreage has been planted, but some seeding will' con=’ -
tinue until the middle of March. Light harvesting is expected to start around mid-
April. In the important Zellwood section, planting got actively underway during

the lacst week of February.

CUCUMBERS: Winter (Fla.) The adverse weather conditions in early February severely
demsged the winter acreage of gucumbers in South Florida. -Most .
of this acreage was ikilled and the yields on the small acreage remaining drasticelly’
reduced. Very light supplies of Florida grown cucumbers will te available during -
March. These supplies will come from small scattered acreages in the Immokalee-

Fort Myers, Fort Pierce-Indiantown, Pompano, and Dade County sections. Imports from
Cuba which are being repacked at points along the Bast Coast will constitute the -
bulk of the shipments moving from the State. : : : a

Early Spring (Fla., Tex.) Much replanting of spring cucumbers was
I 7. nepessitated in the South Florida areas by the adverse
weather conditions of‘early February. Plantings in the Fort Myers-Immokalee area
have been fairly heavy and these crops were generally making fair to good: progress
until the heavy rains of February 26 and the cold winds of the following day. This
adverse weather caused considerable damazge to- the young crop. Very little loss’is
expected from outright drowning; but the e¢rops are generally delayed and very fav—
orablé growing conditions will be necessary for a satisfactory recovery. Harvest-
ing of the ‘spring crop should start around the first of April. Spring plantings-in
the Pompano and Fort Pierce sections are only in fair condition.  The earliest of
these spring plantings should provide a light production in late March. The covered
acréage in the Wauchula and Webster sections is generally reported to be making fair
progress with 1ight harvesting expected to start the second half of March. Open
field plantings in the Wauchula section were mostly made in early February with some
planting continuing into the latter part .of the month. Most of these plantings are
reported to have come through the recent adverse weather in fair condition. In the
Manatee-Ruskin section, most’ of the late winter plantings were killed by the adverse
weather of early February. Plantings for spring harvest started in mid-February
with most of the acreage being planted in late February and early March. Indica-
tions are for a reduced acreage in this section. Plantings around Plant City are
also expected to be slightly less than last year. ' The open field acreage in_the
Webster section is expected to show a slight increase over last year with most of
the plantings going in in 1ate . February. Planting in North Florida started in late
February, but some delay has been:.caused by wet fields. HMost of the Texas acreage -~
is planted in the non-irrigated area of the Coestal Bend where surface moisture was
very deficient for several weeks.. Some acreage, hoiever, was dry planted and a-
large part of the area received. sufficient moisture" the latter part of February- to
gorminate these plantings,-with the section around Sandia receiving -good rains. A
1imited area has enough moisture for these crops to get a good start, but the "area
as a vhole will need additional moisture to assure a crop. Very few.crops were

advenced enough to be hurt by the recent cold spell.
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EGGPLANT? winter (Fla ) The quality ‘of the hervestings in'-the- 1mportant Ponpano

‘ ‘section were Just beginning to improve from the damage caused by
the early February storm ‘when the high winds of February - 27 occurred. These strong
winds are'ekpected 'to lower the quality for the next few weeks.: The plants are
generally in fair condltloﬁ end. if growers give them the usual care and attention,
they . will contlnue to provide a good volume well into the spring season In the
Fort Myers Section harvest has passed the peak, quality and. slzes ‘are generally on
the decline. Most growers are apnarently not maxlng any effort to prolong the
bearing per1od of thelr crops.

Sprlng (Fla.) ‘In the South TFlorida areas, the younger acreage in the
- ' Pompaho and Everglades section is in fair condition. ‘These
younger crops will furnish most of the production for spring harvest in the South
Florida area. Young plantings in the Plant City and Manatee sections are in fair
to good conditlon.

ESCAROLE‘ Winter (Fla ) The escarole and chicory crops are generally in fair to

- good condition. In a few cases, excessive moisture has caused
heavy tr1mm1ng, but in genersl, current yields are now good. Slow market demand
has resulted in delayed harvesting and some shippers are only cutting on orders.
A continued good volume is in prospect during Merch and most of April.

LETTUCE: Winter (Ariz., Calif., Tla., Texas) Supplies of good quality lettuce are-
available in the Lower Velley and Winter Garden sections of Texas,
but carlot shipments from the main winter acreege during the balance of the season
will be light. The usual light acreage for late season harvest in the Winter Garden
is in good condition and shitments from this area will continue through March, but
most of the Valley crop is expected to be over by the early part of this month. In
Florida the bulk of the winter lettuce crop has been harvested. However, light
supplies from late plantings ﬁill'coﬁtinue during tarch and well into April.

Early Spring (Ariz., Calif., Ga., S.C., N.C.) Most of North Cerolinals

A lettuce crop had been transnlanted or sown in the fields
by March 1. Plants have made slow growth this year both in the beds and in the
fields. Some resetting has been necessary due to poor pleny surv1va1 The percent
of the crop sown in the field is much smaller than usual this year. Although growth
has been slow, the crop generally is in good condition and about on schedule. Har-
vest will begin about April 20 in the St. Helena-Wilmington area and about May 10
in the Elizabeth City area vhere a small commercial acreage is being grown. Pros-
pects in South Carolina are generally good. The crop is in various stages of growth
but harvest is expected to begin around April 1.

ONIONS: 'Earl y Spring,(Texas) Prospects were materially improved in 211 non-irri-

_ : ' gated onion areas and crops in the irrigated sections con-
tinued to make good progress. The cool spell the latter pasrt of Februery mey retard
maturity of some of the most advanced crops, but the delay is ndt expected to be:
significant, All sections have some acreage, with onions from two to three weeks
earlier then usuel, but the beginning of harvest is uncertain. A few fields in the
Coastal Bend could furnish considerable production by mid-iiarch by spot pulling, sand
the usual early acreage in the west end of the Lower Valley may be harvested the
first few days in March. The main Raymondville acreage is not expected to be in
production until late March and early April, but the few fields in this area that
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ONIONS: Early Spring (Con%*d) hed access to. irrigation are well advanCed. ‘Grops a
‘ in the Laredo section are in all stages of growth, but -there"
is considerable acreage that could be ready- £0r'comp1ete acreage harvest around . ..
liareh 20 if favorable growing weather prevails. An occasional field im the Winter.
Garden shows promise of late March harvest but mést crops in this area are.not ex-
pected to bé ready: until eaily April In the Edgle Pass section’ most crops were
planted later thanm in other irrigated areas but all plantings have madefgood ‘growth."
The late .February rains in. the Coastal Bend are expécted to be sufficlent to. agsure .
production from all plantlngs in the importent area around Mathis, and prospects
were materially improved for all the acreage around Robstown and Corpus Christi.
Although rainfall at reporting statlons .in' the Haymondville section was light, many
localities received good rains and prospe"ts for the eatire areq indicate that most/
of the intended: onion acreage wvill be planted. Gonsiderable acreage .was being used
for green onlons the latter part of February. P TS

Late Snring (Calif., Ariz., La., Texas, Ga.) Prospects-were .improved
over much.of the north Texas onion area by the late February
rains, with the nost improvement Ain the southern part-of the area. Only light ‘rains
vere received in the area north of Dallas, but most of the early plantings in this
area are in good condition as a result .of earlier rains. Plantings in the north.
Texas area are lighter than usual. and are confined to areas’ favored with moisture
satisfactory for transplanting. Although plants are abundant and moisture. condi-
tions are improved in the southern part of the area, very 1itt1e .additional acreage

is expected to be oianted

GREEN PEAS: uarly Sprlng (Calif . diss i Ga V8. C., N.C., Va.) ‘The. small crop of
green peas in-South” Carolina 1s in vood condition but
needs varmer ueather for best development R S

PEPPERS: ' Winter- (Fla ) Prospectlve yields 'in the important Pompano section were

, generally lowered by the adverse weather of early. February and
further reduced by the strong cold winds of Februsry 27 *The volume from the State
during the second halt. of February held-at about the same level as for the prev1ous B
semi-monthly period. -TI%’ “would have been materially larger if adverse weather had -

not occurred. .- A good voiume is in prospect from this section dnr1ng<March Har~
vesting is well over- the'’ peak in the Fort Myers sectlion. The acreage in the Ever-
glades is, in fair to good condltion and will continue to be a souxce of light sup— -
plies durlng the remelnder of the w1nter period : oo : - :

SErin (Fla ) Late plant1ngs in. the Pompano section, whlch will provide
supplié§-during the spring season, ‘are im ‘fair to good condition
elthough some setback was incurred by the recent cold winds. , The younger acreage in
the Everglades is also in fair to good..condition. ‘In-the 1mportant Plant City area,
most of the spring acreage has been set.. The .erop is’ generally well advanced with
light harvesting expected in’ late March., .In the:VWebster section, transplanting has -
been completed Some resetting was necessary due te frost in early Feb“uary. b i
Summer (La , diiss., Ga , N, C,, 5.0, ) Pepper beds have been seeded in-*"
North Carolina and seeds generally haVe germinateda.. R
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COMMERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: Vinter (Texas, Fla,) In Florida's important

Dade County section, harvesting is at its
peakand should contlnue at this level throughout most of March with some digging
expected to continue into Aprile Early digging and dry weather have combined to
produce yields much below the high levels of last season.

Early Soring: (Fla., Tex.) In the important Hastings section of Florida,
recent weather has not been too favorable for potato

development, In some of the poorly drained flelds, crops are showing the effects
of too much rain, otherwise fair to good progress is being mades It is possible
that some early flelds will be dug in late March. At LaCrosse, most of the acreage
is up to a stand, In the Everglades, the spring crop is making fair to good
progress and setting a good crop of tubers, Crops in the Balm and Indiantown
sections have had too much rain, Progress of most of the Texas early spring crop
was exceptionally good until the cold spell of February 27 which brought moderate
to heavy frosts over much of the Valley, Most of the acreage is in the eastern end
of the Valley where only light frosts occurred, Some plants were damaged and
harvest will be delayed but no loss of acreage is expecteds Part of the acreage in
this area is expected to be ready for harvest about lMarch 20, and the remaining
acreage in early Aprile The acreage around Raymondville that had been retarded
somewhat by lack of irrigation water was improved by the rains that preceded the
cold spell, Planes were used to keep the air moving during the short frost period.

Late Spring: (Califc, Lae¢y Missoy, Alaoy Gao, So Care, Texe, Oklae, Arke,
Tenno, No Cars) In the Coastal Counties of Alabama,

growers made good progress in January and early February in planting potatoese,
Rainy weather since February 15 caused some delay but the bulk of the acreage was
planted prior to that date, Most fields are beginning to show young plants but very
few are up to a stande There was some fear of seed rotting in the ground due to
the cool, wet weather of the past two weeks; however, none has been reported and
if the weather continues favorable for the next few days, this crop will be off to
a good start, In the Charleston area of South Carolina, planting is about 90 percent
complete, Due to excessive moisture, rotting of seed has occurred in varying degrees
and some replanting has been necessaryo Moisture conditions are improved in most
of the early seéctions of Texas' late spring areas and planting in these sections
will start the early part of "of Marche Most mid-season areas also received needed
rains the last week in February and planting in these areas will start about mid-
March, Most late areas need additional moisture, but planting in these areas
seldom starts until late March and early Aprile In North Carolina, frequent heavy
rains during the latter half of February stopped plantinge Percent completeness
of planting before March 1 varies from practically nil in Pamlico County to 90
percent or more in Currituck; In the Veeksville area, about 25 percent of the acre-
age has been planted and about three-fourths of the crop was planted in the Mt,
Olive and Carteret areas., Some growers are concerned over the possibility of seed
picces now in the ground rotting due to the extremely wet soils throughout the
producing arcas, With favorable weather, most planting should be completed within
the next ten dayse The crop is about a week later than normale

SHALLOTSs. Winter & Spring (Louisiana) Cool weather during the month of March

was beneficial to Louisiana shallotses Harvest of the
winter crop will be practically over by March 7, but shipments of the spring crop
should be heavy by that time.

SPINACH: Winter (Texe, Lao, Califo, Misse) Production in Tcxas for the remainder
of the season will come from the Winter Garden and Eagle Pass
irrigated sectionse The small acreage remaining in the Raymondville and Lower
Valley areas is not furnishing production sufficient for mixed car loadings, and
harvest is over in the Coastal Bend, The good quality of the Winter Garden crop
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SPINACH: TVinter (Continued) has been maintained and prospective supplies for

March harvest are expected to continue to be of good qualitye @
Shipments from the kagle Pass section have becn light, but there is considerable
acreage in that area for March harvest9 and with continued good growing weather,

some production may extend into early Aprii.

Springs (9 States) Due to an unusually mild winter in Arkansas, a
‘ considerable volume of fall planted spinach has moved to market
since January 1., Movement was rather light during most of January but the volume
picked up con51de"ab1y in February. Weather condltlons have been favorable for
planting spring spinache Much of it is up and prospects at this time are very

promlsinge

SQUASH: Winter (Florida) Shipments during the second haif of February improved
slightly over the volume for the previous semi-monthly period,

The cold strong winds of February 27 caused some damage to the crops due for
harvest in March, but a fair to good volume continues in prospecte Supplies during
March will come pr1n01pally from the lower Last Coast sections supplemented by a
light volume from the West Coast sectionse

Springs (Florida) The crop in the important Plant City section is well
advanced, Occasional early plantings will be ready for harvest
during the first half of Marchy but it will be late March before harvesting becomes
activeo In the McIntosh section of North Florida; most fields are just coming upe

STRAWBERRIES® Winter (Florida) The volume moved from Florida during the second
half of February held at about the same level as for the
previous semi-monthly period, Yields have generally been below expectations and
much of the prospective production has been lost from decay due to excessive
moisture, A good volume is expected to continue during March from the Plant City=
Mauchula-lebster area. In the Starke-ILawtey section of North Florida, cold weather
and rains sharply reduced the volume during February, Plants are now showing an
abundance of bloom with a fair amount of green fruit, With favorable weather, this
small acreage should get into active harvest by mid-March,

Early Springs (La., Ala,, Texes Calif,) Progress of the Louisiana
crop was delayed by light frosts during the first
and third wecks of February plus a heavy frost and a few hours of freezing tempera=
ture on the morning of February 27. Damage to the plants themselves from the
February 27 freeze was negligible, but fruit and blooms on the bushes received
considerable damage of varying extent from field to field, Berries have been
available for small shipments, Minor shipments will continue fromberries not nippec
by the frost, but heavy shipments from the new blooms can not be expected before
March 22, Prospects for Alabama strawberries appear generally bright at this time,
While there was considerable biooming during the mild weather in Januaryy killing
frosts were frequent enough to prevent any out of season production. A few berries
in the South Alabama area have been markcted but iittle volume is expected before

the middle of Marche

Mid-Spring: (S, Care, No Care, Tenno, Arkes Oklas, Kanso, Moo, I1lley’

- T Kyes Va,, Mdey Dele, Calif,) Plants in South Carolina
were in a good; healthy condition and b‘oomlng on March 1, Prospects are bright s
for a good cropo North Carolina‘s strawberry crop was just coming out of the y
dormant stage by the end of “Fébruarye, Red spider infestation is quite heavy this
year and losses in some stands have been rather severe, Growers generally are
dusting or spraying; however, and making good progress in controlling damageo. A few
blooms are beginning to appecar, and with favorablc weather light harvest will begin
the sccond week of April. Growers expect Uo start mulching as soon as fields are dry
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STRAWBERRIES: Mid-Spring (Contintied) cnough to worke. Yicld prospccts in

‘ T ' Tennesscé arc almost normal cven though dry weather
last fall caused some irreghlar stands. Many strawberry beds in Arkansas,
cspecially the older oncs, have been ncglected, and prospects for such buds arc
not promising. iNcwer bcds as a whole are in bettcr condition but the stand of
plants is thin and skippy in many bedss; both old and new. Prospects at this time
appear to be the least promising in the White County arca and thc most promising
in Northwest Arkansas, including Searcy County. Beds have been blooming off and
on during the very mild winter and harvest is expected to be early this ycars

TOMATOLS: Winter (Florida) Prospects for the remaining winter tomato crop (mostly
. that acreage to be harvested during March)-arc very. uncertaine
In the Dade County, Dania-Hallandale, and Immokalecc scctions, the storm of carly
February seriously damaged the plants. The wcather immediately following the storm

“was very favorablc for blight to attack the weakencd plants. Growers gencrally

had arrested this condition by the latter pert of the month, On February 27, strong
cold winds again whipped the plants., Dampness and wct lands have causcd considerablc
loss from ground rot, Cullage has generally been heavy and recent yiclds light,
Yiclds on the acreage for harvest during March will continue to be light cven with
favorable weathér, The volume from the State during the second half of Fcbruary

was down 20 to 25 pcrcent from the previous semi-monthly period and indications erc
that a downward trend will continue during most of Marche

Early Springs (Fla., Texe., Calife) In Florida, the latc plantings in

o Dade County, which are expcctud to supply somc production
during the spring months, are in poor to fair condition, Most ficlds show thu
cffects of the adverse wecathur during February. Growers generally arc having: fair
success in controlling blighte In the Immokalec section, the spring crop had made
a fair recovery by the latter part of February. However, moderatc to heavy rains.
fell in this scction on February 28 and on the following day strong cold winds
whipped the plants., Yield prospects were lowersds, Harvesting is ezpected to start
in late Marche The spring crop in the Fort Picrce arca is guncrally in fair to
good condition, This section expericnced light to moderate rains and strong winds
during the latter part of the month, but no particularly damaging cffccts have
been reported, Some blight has been reported, but growers gencrally have this
situation under control, Planting has bcen extended ovur a longer than usual
period of time and some acreage is just being thinned, Possibly ten purcent of

‘the acreage will be ready for-harvest during the last wcck of March with the bulk

of the crop rcady by mide~April. The spring crop in the Manatce-Ruskin section has
been subjected to about the same weather conditions as the Fort Pierce seoction.

This section has had considerable blight and much resetting was neccssary. Blight
generally was under control prior to the recunt rains and cold windse Light harvest-
ing is expected to begin during the last week of Marchg but it will be late April
before volume prociction is reacheds In thc Wauchula section, most of the acrcagce
has just been thinneds In the Webster=Uxford secction, thc crop is mostly in the
thinning stage. The unusually carly prospcctive tomato crop from thc Lower Rio
Grande Valley of Texas rcceived a jolt thc morning of February 27 in the form of
moderatc to heavy frosts that prevailed for a short time in practically all arcas.
The extent of damage is still uncertain, Most of the Valley arca was cloudy two
days bcefore the cold spell and light to modecrate rains fell the day before in all
scctions, During the night of the low temperaturcs winds were fairly strong until
well into the morning and the duration of thc frost period was very short, A warm
sun came out early, however, causing damage in varying degrces. Most of the damage,
was in the west end of the Vailuy wherc temperaturcs werce the lowest and plantings
the heaviest, Prior to the frost, tomato plants in the Valley were in all stages
of growth and gcnerally in good conditions Progress of some plantings had been
retarded because of insufficient watcr for irrigation, However, many ficlds had
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TOMATCES:  Larly Spring (Continucd) ample water supply and plants werc well {
advancedes Temporaturcs have been favorablc all season for
all plantings, Many of the earlicst plantings would have furnished supplics by
Farch 10 or 15 and a fairly large acrcage would have been ready for late Fiarch and
carly April harvest. Most of the acrcage for later harvest had been thinned to a
good stand and thesc plants were in gencrally hcalthy condition, The prospective
crop this year had bcen fully two months ahead of last year, and with rcasonable
rceovery, a much larger crop than last year could still be produceds Total acreage
losscs are not cxpected but considerable loss of plants and killing of blooms, as
well as come delay in maturity, is inevitable,

Latc Springs (Texe, Laey Misse, SoCare, Ga., Ala,) Prospects for the
late spring crop in Tcxas are of favorable, Seed beds

have developed under favorablce conditions and the number of plants that have been
se¢t to the cold frames came through the late February cold spell without any lossese
lloisture conditions have developud favorably in most of the east Texas land that
has been preparcd for transplanting, and sctting of plants to the fields can get
underway at the usual time--thc second half of Merch, Some plants from the Lower
Valley have alrcady been shipped into the early tomato sections of east Texas,
which reeeived ample moisture the latter part of February, A fairly large acreage
is in prospect far the 1952 scason, despitc the unfavorable outcome of the late
spring crop last yeare -

Early Summer: (11 States) Tenncssee tomatocs are now being sceded in

hot bcdse Somc are just coming up while some growers
report good stands in the bedse Preparation of ficlds may be a week Jater than

usuale

WATERMEIONSs Late Spring (Caiii},*Fﬂa,) In Florida, recent weather conditions
-generally have bceen unfavorable for the young watcrmelon
crops Progriss since mid~February has becn relatively slow due to wet fields and

cold windse :

Early Summcr: (12 States) In Texas, considerablc acrcage was up to
a fairly good stand in the early sections, both
irrigated and non~irrigated areas, at the time of the late February cold spell,
However, a larger acrcage than usual was capped and many growers applied temporary
covers on part of their plantings, especially in low spots, Some loss of unprotect-
¢d plantings was cexpected in most of the early sections but enough acreage was

saved tQ provide a,fairly good ecarly volumee Moisture conditions were improved
over most of the non-irrigated sections in late February, exceptions being the
important Falfurrias and Rivicra ecarly sections where surface moisturc was deficient
before planting started the early part of the monthe Conditions arc favorable for
active opcn-ficld planting in thc Sandia Stockdale, Pecarsall, and Pleasanton
scctions and most of the acreage in these areas will be planted by mid=March, Most
mid-scason arcas had rains the latter part of February and growcrs that had their
land preparcd will be able to start planting at about the usual time, starting the
latter part of Marche Late areas have ample time for favorable conditions to '

develope
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. Late Reports from Arizbn_a. California, and Mississippi

ARIZONA:

CARROTS: Vinter Volume continues 1ight from both Phoenix and Yuma areas, with most
of the Phoenix production going.as topped stock. Spring fields
coming on in the Salt River Valley look very good but will te a little‘later.than
last year in reaching volume shipments.

CELERY: UVinter Celery is moving at the rate of about half a dozen ears a dev. The
crop is of excellent Quality but prices are considerably lower
than last yesar.

LETTUCE: Spring Volume of production at Yuma has increased to about &0 to 90 cars
‘ a @ay, about the same as a year ago. However, the Salt River
Valley is not shipping any lettuce and is not expected to open the .spring deal
‘until about liarch 10, with the bulk movement not expected to start until about the
end of the month. . o

CALIFORNIA:

ARTICHOKES: Winter Although production is increasing, supplies are relatively light

- for this time of year. thile a further increase is’expected
during the next two weeks it appears likely that the spring crop will be lighter
than normal due¢ primarily to the effects of excessive moisture in the principal
producing Castroville district. At the present time, quality is gererally good with
frost discoloration no longer a problem. However, sXxcessive moisture in vater—
logged fields is reducing the carrying quality of buds.

ASPARAGUS: Early-Spring - Cutting begen in the Delta early in February but cool

o , ' © weather in mid-Februery has limited-volume moved to date.
liost supplies have been absorbed in local merkets with only a 1limited volume being
moved, largely by dir express, to Eastern terminals. Cool weather during the past
two days in the Delta has slowed spear development again and while the first cars
may be shipped this week, no significant volume is expected. Some asmaragus has
been harvested during the past month from the smaller acreags- - available for cutting
in Imperial Valley, Borrego Valley and in Oranze County. These districts will not
produce any significant volume at any time during the season.

¢ BROCCOLI: Spring Harvest of the spring crop in Imperial Vzlley has been sbout
B completed but. production is increasing in the Centr~l Coast areas.
. Some excellent quality broccoli is available at. the present time but the condition
. of the crop varies according to location. On heavy, poorly drained soils spring
- broccoli has not made normal progress to date and crop prospects in such fields are
¢ only fair.

§ CABBAGE: Winter Harvest of late fields in Imperial Valley will be completed in

: early-i:arch. Production is increasing in the south coastal coun—
ties but due to limited market requirements, no active shinping deal has developed
and most supplies are being used locally. Production during iiarch cen increase

| substantially as a considerable acreage reaches maturity.

% ANTALOUPS: Spring Although cool weather in mid--February slowed the development of
‘ the crop in the Desert areas slightly, most ficlds have made
3 good to excellent progress to date. Growers in the Blythe area who incressed their

'} covered plantings to a record level this year have been experiencing some difficuly
i 1n getting their crop thinned. Planting of the open acreage in Imperial Valley has

: :ee%.completed and only a small open acreage remains to be planted in the Blythe
‘2 Section,.
3 .
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- ‘CAULIFLOWER: ~ Spring Production has shown a considératle increase during the past

;principal produciag Santa iiarla area but the Centerville district 'is now turning
‘out a fair quantity. Spring straing are coming irnto production on schedule and

CELERY:  Winter Producticn in the prineipal producing Chula Vista district is de-

'GELERY: Spring Setting of spring beiery hasg béenAcqmpieted.in'ﬁhe.Veniée?areq/alu

.fields, it 1s not likeiy:  that the uéual‘harveét'péttéru will be.affected materially
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CARROTS: - Winter Produétion'1n31mpérialﬂva11eyfis being restricted by market con- 1
ditions. There is considersble variation in the quality. of car-
rots being moved from Imperial Valley with some showing rough roots end off-grade

toPs. . vo. 0 f B . . Lo . LT

~two weeks, ‘Most*bf'the;vdlume,haS'Beqn,originating;iﬁ,the

most growers are :now moving izto fields planted for March harvest. ' Quality has beesz

:‘genera11y~good:but%some“fuzz has been epparent in a1l districts. During the last

week in February, market prices declined and quick freezers ars again taking deliv- gf
ery on cauliflower. Production for local market in the Los Angeles area appears to |

. b . B

‘be about :normal. -Some-carlots will be' available in'that area in March.

o il c¥ining and practically all of e ‘remsining acreage will be har-
vested by March 15. Quality has deterioraied in the past moath a&nd is only fair.

In Orange County, production during Merch may show some increase as growers. begin
cutting fields which were allowed %o regrow after January frosts. A small amount

is being cut in the Southern Sen Joaguin Valley where frost damaged the crop con~

slderably: in Januery. - Somée of the acreage is Tsiug saivaged for hnearts and the -

toetal. volume remaining is small. ‘ R ' A : -

A o PR : and

though planting was delayed in' January due to flooding and wet

Planting of late-spring fields in Southern ILos Arg:ies County is continuing and con-
siderable acreage will be get this woek. Early fields have made good progress and
harvest should begin on schédule around ‘April 1. S o

LETTUCE: ‘Winter Production in Imperial Valley has beeﬁ'sustéined ét afhighér.1eve]
DA than anticipated during the past two weeks. - This was due primar-

. ily'to¢éx0ellent growing weather which brought fislds in%o production ahead.of

schedule end did not permit shipments %o dzclins. Coly a small acreage remains -
available for harvest ard production will drop off rapidiy during the first two
weeks in March. At Blythe,; cutting of the small late planted acreage is uynder way
this week and harvest will be in full swing by Merch 10. - ’

- LETTUCE: Berly Spring Early-spring lettuce in 2ll sections of the State has made

L , . good to excellent progress to date. Cutting will probably
begin at Delano, Oxnard ‘and ia local market disiricts in Southern California the
last week in larch but’ there will not be eny significaat cariot volume until early
April. Acreage planted prior to Janusry 1 has shown a considerstle increase this
year over other recent years and much of this acreage is expected to be available

for cutting during Apri%ﬂ

STRANBERRINS: Spring Growers in all sections are active cleaning up their flelds

, . .. in preparation for the 1952 harvest season. Plents in all.
sections are beginning to bloom and in" Southern Celifsrnis fields in warm. localities
show a light setting of berries. Vhile there will be a light volume produced in g
Harch in Southern California, it will .be Apnil.before-appreciablefsupp&iep,are’ "ﬂ

available. C . e, . o
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TOMATOES: Early Spring Imperial Valley production is at a low level since most

growers are between crops. No eppreciable ilncrease in
production is expected during March as most growers have pruned back their early
acreage to increase spring production.

MISSISSIPPI:

CABBAGE: Eeorly Spring Setting of plants in the fields is now practically complete
and the Mississippi crop is off to a good start.

SPINACH: Winter Harvest of the crop in the Greenville, Mississippi, area is being

retarded somewvhat by wet fields. The crop continues in good con-
dition. Movement is expected to continue through March and into April if condi-
tions continue favorable.






