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COMMERCIAL" TRUGK CROPS FOR FRESH MARKET
o TRUCK CROP NEWS |
MAY 1, 1952

. Weather conditions for the development of spring truck crope were generally favor-

able in most sections of the country during the last half of April, the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics announced today, Temperatures were:above normal most of
the period in the Eastern and North Central States and rainfall was ample to
excessives In the South Atlantic and South Central States conditions were highly
variable, The nights were generally cool and during the last week of the month

.much-needed rains. fell in most of these States,

Progress of commercial vegetables in Texas was generally satisfactory during the
last half of April, However, hail on April 30 damaged onions.in the Eagle Pass
area and hail, again on May 2 caused spotted damage to the Lower. Valley tomato
Cropa _Tfansplanting_of.the late spring tomato crop was delayed in the extreme
northwestern ,counties of-.Texas and progress of some of the early plantings was
retarded by cool nightsa . . e .

Temperatures varied considerably. in Californiafs vegetavle mroducing sections the
last half of Aprile. Rains that began April 25 resulted in a sharp drop in tempera-
tures in all sections of the State, and the growth of truck crops was retarded,

The production of spring vegetables increased sharply during the past two weeks

and further increases are anticipated during the first half of May,

Most Florida truck crops continued to make fairly satisfactory progress during the
second half of April. Temperatureg were generally favorable and rains during the
latter part of the month were sufficient to maintain adequate soil moisture,

SPECIAL NOTICE

These national semi-monthly Truck Crop lews Reports are being discontinued after ’
this issue, Hereafter the monthly Acreage and Indicated Production Reports will
tnclude, to the fullest extent possible, pertinent information concerning the !
nature of the season, crop advancoment and progr:ss of harvesting and marketing !
truck crops. Whilo the Truck Crop News Reports are also being eliminated in most |
of the States, they will be continued on an individual State basis in certain of
* the most important” truck crop producing States, California and Florida will
continue to issue seémi-monthly rcports. Now Jorsey will maintain regular weekly
-truck crop news reports, In Maryland and Dolaware the Weekly Weather-Crop report

will emphasize truck crops. In most other States the Weckly Weather-Crop reports
will generally carry somo comments on truck crops where important,
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ARTICHOKES: (Calif.) Artichoke supplies have been plentiful during the past two 7

weeks but production is beginning to decline as the harvest ssason nears\‘
an cnd. During the next two weeks growers will begin to cut vines and cultivate
ficlds in prepasration for the 1952-53 sczson, and & considerasble acreage will go out.
of production. By late liay, harvest will be confined to a few ficlds that will be
held over for summer production, but these supplies will be absorbed locally. The
present quelity of artichokes is excellent, but the buds tend to be loose, a char-
acteristic of late season supplies.

ASPARAGUS° BEarly Spring (Calif., Oreg., Wash., S.C.) A few cars of California ag-
paragus arc still being shipped to out-of-State markets,
but for 211 practical purposes the 1952 shipping season has ended. Supplies are
8till being packed for local markets in the State but the bulk of the production is
now being delivered to canners. Cool weather and frosty nights in Oregon during the
last two weeks of April slowed growth and cutting. The harvesting of Washington
asparagus moved ahead rapidly during the last two wecks of April. Reports indicete
thet cutting is considerably ahced of last year's schedule in spite of generally
cool cerly spring weather. High winds during the period caused scattered demsge to
grass in the Yekime Valley, and frost on April 28 temporarily stoprned cutting. Vith
favor~ble vweather, cutting should hit its peak during the second week of iay. Qual-
1ty is good to excellent, with some growers reporting as high as 90 percent No. 1.
In South Carolina, shipping 1s nearing the end and will.likely be over by lLiay 10.
liovement was light all season.

Late Spring (iid., Del., N.J., Pa., Mass., kich., I1l., Iowe, N.Y.) Cut-
" ting started about April 19 in the Baltimore area of Maryland

and about April 23 on the Delmar Peninsule. Reains during much of the period were
beneficizl to growth. In New Jersey and southeastern Pennsylvania active cutting
got under way during the week of April 21, but the continued cold rain of April 24
to 26 inclusive halted cutting completely. Beds now nced sustained drying wind and
sunshine to promote growth. About half of the Bucks County, Pennsylvenia acreage '
is 1n o0ld beds ond yields are expected to be light. In Erie County the crop hed
made littlc progress to date. The first asparagus was cut in southern Illinois the
third weck of April. In the central part of the State growers heve been cutting
since April 29. The Cook County area reported that aspsragus has been cut in quan-
tity thore since iiay 1. Quality has been running average or better.

LIiiA BEAWS: Spring (Fla., Ga., S.C.) Supplies of Florida lima beans are expected

. to continue very light during carly ley with harvesting in the’
importent Hawthorne section starting about lMey 10. This deal should reach its peak.
around Mey 20 to 25. The small acreage in the Everglades and Pompano sections,

from which light supplies are now coming, ranges from poor to fair condition. TLight
harvesting from this acreage should continuec for another 2 wecks. Active harvest of
butterbeens is now in progress in the Plent City area and will become general in
North Florida eround w2y 15. Poor stends arc reported in southern areas of Georgia
due to the prolonged cool nights in early spring. Good progress has been made in
planting beans in tho centrel areas of the Stetc. In South Csroline, late plent-
ings of lime beans are about complete. The crop improved with recent rains ond is
in good condition. Shipmcnts are expected to begin in early June.

Summer (W.C., ¥Md., N.J., ¥N.Y ) Cold weather snd hervy rains during
April coused some farmers on thc Lower Delmar Peninsula Pennsyl-
venia to renlent their Fordhook beans three times, but most plantings werc up and
shovring good growth by the end of the month., iiost of the acreege in Burlington
County, Mow Jersey, and arcas south had been pleanted before the Aoril 2L-26 rains,
but the most recently seedcd acreage will roquire replenting.
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SNAP BEANS: Early Spring (Tex., Fle.) Supplies of beans are available in Texes

‘ from the small acreege in the Lower Valley, and all scc-
tions are in production. Some of the acreage in the oarly areas outside the Volley
had to be replented following the late March cold spell but theso plantings madc
very good growth during thc past two weeks. Early plantings in the later areas
that escaped demage will furnish production starting the early part of May. Har-
vest of the spring snep been crop is well over its peck in Florids and supplics will
decline rather rapidly during the first half of May with prospects of a light volume
continuing into the sccond half of the month. Curront supplics are coming from an
aree extending from the important Everglades in South Florida to thc McIntosh-ILa
Crosse section of North Florida. If weather conditions arc favorable, late plent-
ings in the Everglades will continue to furnish some productlon until around the
middle of May. In the Centrel Florida sections, the bulk of the production has been
harvested, but this area will have light supplies for another two weeks. In the
North Florida area, light harvesting is now in progress with the heaviest movoment .
from this section expected during the next two weeks and with very light supplics
after the middle of May. .

Mid-Spring (Calif., La., Miss., Ala., Ga., S.C.) Harvest has becn

' - under way on early fields of snap beans in California's
Coachella Valley for about two weeks; but, since the crop 1s later than usuel, only
a light volume has been moved so far this season. A considerable acrecge should
reach maturity during the next two wecks causing production to show a merked in-
crease during ‘that period. Crop prospects on errly fields of snap beans in Sen
Diego County are below aversge duec to the adverse cffects of cool weather and winds.
No supplies are expected to be available there until the last half of liay. A few
Louisizne beans have been harvested, but volume movement from the me jor producing
area, St. Helena and Tangipahoa Parishes, will not begin before ilay 10. Although
the crop was plented late and held back by cool weather, it is now in good condition,
end with a-1little rain during the first weck of iley good yields c2n dbe eXpected.
Mississipgi‘snap beens promise fairly good yilelds but progress hes been retsrded
somevhat by cool nights and it is now getting too dry in some arces. Advencement
of the crop averages a little later then usual. Shipments should stert about mid-
liay and continuc through much of June. Some picking - is taking pleace from e-rly
plantings in Georgia with satisfactory prices being receivcd. Better yiclds ond
quality 2re expected from later rlentings. Snap besans in South Carolinz aro in good
condition. With ample soil moisture =2nd warmor weather sround liey 1, the crop =ill
likely make further improvements. Light harvest is expected in the Charlcston-
Beaufort area by liay 10 with pe2k movement during the lest ten deys of May.

Late Spring (N.C., Ark., Va.) Plonting of North Carolina's gnep bean
crop 1s ebout complete in 21l arces. Condition varics

considorably between locelitics. Cool demp wecather has couscd poor stoands in the
Falson erea. Some replenting may be necessery. In the northcestern section, stands
are good ond the crop in. general looks good; harvest should begin the last week of
liey. Plenting was deleyed in Arkansas by cool, wet weather: Some growers did not
plant a sizable acreage of beans this spring for foar thet they could not obtein
help for hervesting the crop. ' ‘

Early Summer (k. , Del., NW.J., N.Y.,Pa. ) 1In wecstern Yaryland, snop
bean plenting got under way ebout April 19 and was about 50 percent compl-te by the
end of the month. On the Delmer Peninsula, esrlier plentings_werc 6 inchos high and

‘wero cultiveted for the first time by the end of the month./g£g§¥§§é§°g§e§5r1y ennp

beens has been completed exceut in some northern sreas. Plk ting in Cumberlend
County ere about 2 inches high end arc well developed. This crop mede growth during
the cool rainy spell. Plentings in the Burlington County scction ~rs now breecking
through the ground. Late pPlentings, mede Just beforo the April 24-26 rain, and not
through tho ground, will require replanting.
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BEETS: = Spring (La., 5.C., N.C., Vai) ‘In South Cerolina, the bulk of thé boet crop
. - hed been harvested by 1€y 1, but shipments of good quality boots .
will continue until about the 15th. Lete plantings'zrc in very good condition and
yleld prospects are good. Tho crop in North Carolina is in good condition. In the
St. Helene scction,' harvest is under wey and will reach the peak about ilay 10. In
the Milmington arer, harvest will bogin about lizy 5 and recch the perk about May 15.

Summer (¥.J., Pa.) The crop in tho Vinol-nd New Jersey ares (Cumberland
. : Count, éﬁmade excellent growth during mid-April, ~nd 3 deys of rain-
fall 2t the closc of/i th did not sléw down growth. The crop is in good condition
vith most filelds showing =bout 2 inches growth. In the northcest merkét garden
section, the carliest plantings arc above ground. Planting continuzs in this arce.
Boocts arc coming .up slowly in the Bueks-Philadelphig eroe. of Pcnnsyivania. In etker
gecllons of the Stzte early bects have Jjust beon secded.

BROCCOLI: Spring (Calif., Pa.) Tho (Califorfiiarprodidtion:of broccoli is doclihing
as tho spring-soason draws to & closs. Limited supplics will
continuc to be availoble from both the Sente larin and Salinas sections during tho
next two woecks, . but the carlot loadings of this commodity will remain at rclativoly
low lovols,. On the whole, weather hes bocn favorabloc and quelity is generally good.
In Ponnsylvaenie early plented brocecoll in tho Bucks-~Philadclphia area is making good

growth.

CABBAGE: Wintor (Calif., Ariz., Tox., Fla.) Cabbage is in genersus supply in

) Southern California but production’ thero should begin to decline
carly in Mey as the acresgc eveilablc for harvest dcercascs. A limited volume of
cebbage is hoing loaded for rail shipment 1n Southern California and this movemont
will 1likely continuo. In Florida, cabbazc shipmonts declined sharply during the
socond helf of April, and tho soeson is rapidly drawing to e close. However, a fow
late fieclds, most of which ere in the Evergledes and Sanford areas, will furnish
production well into Mey if market and weether conditions are favorablec.

Eerly Spring (La., liss., Ala., Ge., S.C.) Cabbage shipments ere now under
wey in Mississippi and will continue through most of May. The
orop has the best yield prospect in sovorel years, but soils are getting too dry.
Only a very small amount was harvested in Alabame during the latter part of April.,
The sharp increase in price during the month oxtendod the harvesting scason. Har-
vesting is well under way in Goorgia with some locel areas about through cutting.

No abendonment of acreago is oxpcctcd, Some north Goorgla cabbage has boen set to
the ficlds undor favorable conditions. The cabbage desl in South Carolina is near-
ing. tho ond, but shipments are expected to continucfuntil mid-Mey.

'Lato_Spring (N.C., V-., Md., Tonn., Ky., Ohio, lo., Wash.) Thc condition
of North Carolina's crop is variable. In the Carterot oree,

tho crop is a week to 10 days late, but some cutting is alrcedy undor way. Stands
aro irregular end cutting will oxtond over a longor then normal period. In the
Currituck arca, stends arc poor and errly freezé demage has coused a smell smount
to run to secd. Harvest is expected to begin around kay 15. Generally, herds are
expocted to be smoller then normal this yoer. Sctting of ocrly cabbage was com-
ploted in VWostern Meryland by .April 25. On-the Delmer Poninsule the, crop made good
growth during the period. Weather conditions wore very favorable for Tennossce cab-
bage during the lest 2 woeks of April.’ 'The plants have a good color end arc meking
good growth.. Shipments will probably begin during the lest 10 ddys of May. Plonts
in Kentucky are making rapid growth, heve 'good color, end aro cleanly cultivatoed,
Heads ore Jjust ebout rcady to start forming in some early patches. With sufficiont

L
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CABBAGE: " Latc Spriqg (Cont'd.) moisturoc and tho warmer woathor provailing during
tho last half of April, Ohio cabbage grow ropidly ~nd pros—
pocts aro vcry good at this timc, Thc progross of “of Washington spring cabbego in the
Pugct. Sound ‘district was rclatively slow during April bocausc of cold nights, but
tho condition of most plantings ig satisfactory ~t this timec. Gonecral reins thet
foll on April 30 should be vory bemcficial. At Yella Walla first cuttings should bo
roady by about Juno 15 if growing conditions romein fnvoreblo. .

Early Summor (N.J., W.Y., Ge., Ind., I1l., Iowa) Plantings in south rn

- Now Jorsoz woro all complctcd in oarly April and tho crop is
off to a good start. Warm wcothor in mid-April pushed growth and there is en abun-
dancce of moisturc. Somc lcsching of fertilizer duc to cxecssive rainfell was ro-
ported. - Most of the cnrly crop is plented in centr-l Now Jorsoy and thc northoast
morket ‘gordon scction. Planting. continucs in thc Asbury and- Budd Lako scctions.
Transplonting of Now York carly cabbzgo on Long Island started c2rly in April.
Plants worc gonch11y good and conditions havc boon fevorable for an carly stort.

Lcto Summor (9 Statcs) Weathor conditions in Ohio during most of tho last
half of April werc favornblo for ficld work, -Most of tho-
acroago wa.s sct in tho ficlds by May 1 end is storting nicely. Early crops arc
looking good in the southcrn and southcastern soctions of Ponnsylvenia. - Elscwhoro
transplanting wes Just getting woll undor way by the ond of April. .

Eorly Fell (Domestie) (5 States) In tho local-market soctions of upstatc :
Now York a fcow fiolds of corly cabbags worc trens-
plantod during thé wock 'of April 7, and tre nsnlﬂnting boeeme ective about April 16.
Soil. conditions and tomnbr?turos hove beoon fevor"blo for starting sccd bods for tho
mein=crop acroage. : : :

CANTALQUPS §pring (C21if., Ma., Ariz ) A fow cretos hevo boon harvested from

: sméll brush-covered ficlds in the Imperial Valley of California
during tho past woeck and production thorc during thc noxt two wecks is oxpected to
be confincd to this kind of acreosge. The commcreial carlot shipping dcal is not oxe
poeted to begin beforc iMay 15 end 1t may be May 20 beforc corlot supplics aro aveile .
ablo. It is not likcly that there will be volumc supplics in the Imperial  Vollcy
before Junc 1. Cool weather is pertly rosponsiblc for the lrte scason. In addition,
tho bulk of thc acro~ge has bocn plantéd to the sulphur-tolerant No. 91 strein,
which is lator maturing than tho No. 6, thc stroin th-t formorly providod the oerly
scason supplics of canteloups during thc pest scverel yoars. The harvost.scason at
Blythc is.elso latc, ond shipping is not oxpcected to begin there :boforc: Juno 1. At
the proscnt time, the spring crop eppoars to bo in a sotisfrctory condition but it -
is still somowhat carly to apprailsc. thc probable offocts of cucumber mosailc which
hes causcd so much damage in the Imperiel Velloy in rocent yoors. The. crop in North
Florida, particularly in Alochua ond iiarion Countics (thc mein producing soctions),
is genorally in fair to good condition. There is & wide varistion in the ago of tho
plentings, -but most growers report gonorally good stends. The progress of thc crop
has been dolayad by cool weather. Earlicst hervosting is oxnectcd rround ifay 20 with
activc horvesting oxpeceted to begin eround Junc 1. The smell, widely scottored: .
plantings in contral ~nd south Floridn 2re voriablc in their condition with most of
thoso plentings~showing rnther poor prospects. Light hervesting is now in progress
from tho c“rliest Bouth Florida acrcoge. S : .

Early Summcr (Nov Ge., S. C.. Ariz.) Progross of the Goorgia crop has

becon slow duc. to the unusuclly cool nights ~round mid-April.
Poor stonds arc roported in some sroas 2nd much roplonting has teken place. South
Carolinals crop got off to & slow stort but is in good condition. Recont reins wero

beneficial nnd plonts arc now meking good growth.
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CANTALOUPS: i{id-Summer (12 Statcs)': Prospocts in the e=rly scctions of Texas ton- ‘
- tinued to“ipprove and production is now expcctod to be
aveiloble ~t ebout the usurl time dospite the lete lisrch cold spell end continuod.
cool nights. A feirly good-sized covercd acrenge in the Lower Valley is oxpected .
to furnish production st~rting iisy 1 and opcn acrc' go in this-arca is oexpceted to

be in production around May 15-20. The Larcdo irrigrted acrerge is expectod to
furnish a light harvest starting May 25 and activo harvest by Junc 1. A smell none-
irrigeted acresge in the Scndia arca of the Coastal Bend will furnish some produc-
tion ~round tley 25 and considerable acrenge.in this arca .will be. in production
.around Junc 1. Crops in other aréas arc in gencerolly good condition and most sce-
-tions hove fovorable moisturc supplics. -Planting in the lete sreas.continucd activo
during April. Somc replanting was nccéss~ry in sc~ttored arcas of east Texas vhore
reins the last weck in April were cxcessive. Very fow cantaloups had been plantcd
in Arkonsas by kiey 1. Centeloup plenting got under wey on the Morylsnd Peninsula
during lete April #nd some fields werc showing first leaves by the end of the month,

CARROTS: Wintor (U4 Stotes) Hervest in tho Imperiel Velley of Californis had beon )
oL : curtrilicd. becausce ‘of merket conditions until this weck whon en
improvement resultod in 7 sharp increase in loadings there. There is sufficient
acre~ge romaining in the Velley to enable carrot shipments to remain ot high levels
for two or thrco woeks morc if merkoet conditions warrrnt. An increased percentage
of carrots ~re being packed =s topped crrrots which is 2 normel late season trend.
in thot aree, particularly in those yecors vhen hrrvests =sro delayed by merket con-
ditions. . L . , '
- Bpring (Calif., Ariz.) The Californin spring crop, which is grown lrrgely
in Cocstel Areas from Oxnerd-to Sslinas, is behind in its devele.
opmont because of the cool wezther during thc past two months. No supplics arc in
prospect from those districts until early Junc.

Summer (N.J., N.Y., Ohio, Colo.) Growth of carrots in New Jersey was
: about normel until ‘the cold reiny spell the last week of April but
this halted growth only ‘temporarily. Ficlds in the Vincland ares are about 1-1 1/2
- inchcs high. Planting in the Great Meadows area was delayed by rains and flooding,
but is now underway again. In the north cest market~gordon areas planting continues.

CAULIFLOVER: Early Spring (Calif., Oreg.) Ceuliflower is in short supply in most
o oo Ce of California's producing sections =nd, although thore
may bc some 1ncrease in production in the Sente liaris Area during the next two
weeks, supplies will remzin at sub-normal levcls. Lighter than normal supplies are
a rosult- of smeller plentings made for spring hervest and abnormelly heavy produc-
tlon oarly in April which was cruscd by worm weather. Supplies in the San Franciseo
Bay Aroz epperontly have boen nesrly cxhaustod cnd current production is confined
lergely to the Senta liaria and Los Angeles Arocs. - o
Late Spring (Wash.) iiost plantings of the early crop ere now well estabe
- lished in tho Auburn-Kent arez end are in good e2rly sceson

condition. -

- Summer (¥.dJ., N.Y., Colo.) The opon crop in northern New Jorsey made slow
progress in mid-April. The first plantings of April 1-5 look good

but plrontings a weck 1l-ter ~ro uneven ~nd not too strong. Strong dry winds April

17-22 hold up plrnting., Recent genoral rains helped this crop.. Covered cauliflower@
looks good and some may bo ready to harvest =bout ey 25.
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OELERY: Spring (Fla., Calif.) The spring acreage remaining for hervest in Florida
: is mostly in good .condition and shipments are expected to continue
on a falrly even level during most of liay. Recent cool temperatures heve been fav-
orable for this crop, but occrsionzl plantings have suffered from excessive local
rains. The Evergledes will be a source of good volume throughout most of iiay. The
Oviedo-Zellwood spring crop continues in active harvest with good yields reported.
Harvesting is well under way ot Islend Grove and is Just getting started at Okl=waha.
The "feirsdale area shculd start hervesting around mid-lisy. If weather conditions
continue favorable, shipments from the State will continue into early June. Spring
celery sunplies from Cslifornie during the first half of lay will be lighter than
normel. However, tre crop b 1s & generally in good condition and younger fields gener-
ally ere peking good progress.. In the Venice section of Los Angeles County present
productlon is relatively light. This resulted from inability of growers to set
acrezge 'in January when rains were hezvy and many flelds flooded. Setting of acre-
2ge vwas resumed in early February and -these plantings will be reaching na turity dur-
1ng the next two ‘weeks., '

Summer (6 States) Frequent heavy reins .heve delayed transplantiﬁg of New

York open-field celery in Orange County. Some:plants cre getting

too large to trensplant. Plenting of the New Jersey eerly crop is now under wey in
both Paremus (Bergen County) znd Grest lisadows (Verren County). The sash growm cel-
ery and that grovm under cioth =zre in good condition. Setting of covered celery was
neerly completed in Qhio by ilay 1. Planting of the eerly crop will be compieted ber
tween Msy 10 and 15. . N '

§WEETfCORN:: Spring (5 States) The condition of the sweet corn crop remaining for

"harvest in Florida is mostly in fair to good condition. In the
importent EVerglades section, prospects have generally improved under more favorable
growing conditions and current prospests are much better than two weeks ago. There
1s still a wide variation in the quality of the harvestings, but with continued fav-
orable conditions, the average quality should improve. This scction is expected to
continue in heavy volume during the first helf of ilay with some production in pros-
pect until mid-June. The crop in the Zellwood-Sanford-«inter Gsrden erece is gener-
ally making'faip to good progress. An occasionel sand-land' field has been abandohned
emd -some replanting has been necessary on the muck-iand. Very light hdrvesting has
started in this area and shipments will show e very graduel increase during the
first half of May. This area should be at its peak level of production during the
lagt two weeks of May =snd the first two weeks of June wvith the ' héecviest volume mov-
ing around June 1. In the North Florida erea, vhere the production is centered
mostly around Starke, Brooker, and LaCrosse, the crop is generally in good condition
elthough slightly delayed by the cool weather. Pulling 4s expected to steort in a
few early fields by the week of Mey 12, but it.will be around the first of June be-
fore this séction gets into full harvest Supplies of sweet corn from the irrigated
plantings in the Lower Velley of Texes showed a substential incresse the latter
part of April. This increased production ceme from areas thet were favored by local
showers and a few fields near the source of the limited irrigafion water supply.

The acreage in the Velley is much below average and shipments are not exvected to be
heavy 2t any time, although movement should continue through most of lay. Prospects
in the areas outside the Valley-~practically ail non-irrigsted--are very favorzble.
Cool nights hve held back growth in some of the leter sections. Moisture is gener-
ally ample in 21l areas with scattered sections of esst Texes repor ting excessive
reins. Some harvest in the early sections outside the Valley is expected sround iiay
10-15, and most of’ the later arees will have procduction during most of June. A
small amount of Californie sweet corn has been harvested in the Coeschelle Valley.
Picking will become more active there during the next week’'end +ill also begin in
Imperial Velley. However, no substantial volume is expected until the week of iiay1l
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SYEET CORN: Spring (Cont'd.) and production until iley 25 will probably be 1lighter ‘
: than normal. Three weeks of cool weather during lierch end

short periods of cool weather in April have retarded this crop. June production is

‘expected to be heevy. This crop is generally in good condition in Alsbama 2lthough

cool weather ot plenting time slowed germinsotion and growth. There will probably

be very little movement before June 1. Acre=ge is down slightly from last year.

Sweet corn in South Carolina has shown some improvement during the last few days and

is making resson2bly good progress. Harvest is expected in early June. .

Summer (W.J., N.Y., Pa., Va.) Berly plented fields in New Jersey mede
good growth during the latter pert of April. The cool ra: rainy

vezther at the close of the month ceused wire-worms to become active in Burlington
County but the clesr werm weather which followed should clear up this situation
shortly. Most fields in this important area show a good stand and healthy vigorous
growth. Planting in north Jersey continues as ficlds become dry enough. Frequent
reins in Nev York during the first half of April delayed the start of sweet corn
planting in n the early sections of the Hudson Valley and on Long Island. Planting
beceme sctive in all ecrly sections of the State during the week of April 21. 1In
the main-crop section of Ulster County in the Hudson Valley, a few plantings were
mede during the week of April 21, but field work was interrupted again by rains
April 25-28. 1In Pennsylvenia a few fields of early sweet corn were planted in the

southeagtern counties during late April.

CUCUBERS: Early Spring (Fla., Tex.) Indications are for 2 continued good volume
of cucumbers from Florida during the first half of May
with shipments coming from widely scattered areas. In South Florida, most of the
acreage has been hervested but 2 few l-te fields will continue to furnish a light
volume during the first half of May. In the important Wauchula section, harvesting
reached its peak during the last week of April, but with favorable weather, harvest
in this section is 21so expected to continue until around the middle of May. The
situation in the Manatee~-Ruskin section is about the same. In the Webster-Center
Hill-~Tinter Gerden section of Centrazl Florida, hervesting of the covered acreage
reached 1ts peck during the second half of April. Harvesting on the orpen field crop
has begun and this section is also oxpected to be a source of supplies until after -
liay 15. The condition of the acreage remeining for harvest in the Central and South
Floride areas range- from poor to good. In.North Floride, current prospects are
generally consldered to be average or above. Recent high winds have lowered the
prospects somewhat, particularly on the higher lands. Light harvesting is Just
getting started end it is expected that this arez will get into volume production
around the weck of Mey 12. In Texes production prospects improved in only part of
the e~rly spring area. Harvest of the Lower Velley crop started the latter part of
April. A light picking has sterted from a small irrigeted acreage in the Riviera
section, but production from non-irrigsted plentings in this ares is not expected
unless rains occur soon. Truck movement hes started from the Sandia section and
feirly active harvest is expected in this areas the early pert of May

Late Spring (La., Ale., Ga., S.C., N.C., Ark,, Calif.) Alabsma cucum-
bers will be late becuuqe of unfavorable weather conditions

a2t plenting time. At present crop is generzlly in good condition although additional
moisture would be beneficial. Little harvesting is expected to take place before
June 1. The Georgir crop is reported to be meking fair progress, with some hervest-
ing expected zround tiey 10-15. Cucumbers are malting good progress in the Charleston-
Beaufort area of South Carolina where plants are begianing to run. Plants in the (‘
Blackville area are not »s far advanced s normel but are overcoming .some of the
eerlicer slow growth. Shipments ~re expected to begin the last week of liay. Planting
of North Carolina®s fresh market ecrerge is virtually complete. Some of the early

Un
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CUCUBERS: Late Spring (Cont'd.) plantings are up.to » falr stand but growers feer
thet poor stands in later plantings may result from the
cool damp weather which caused some of the seed to rot. A few cucumbers are avail=-
able from a small acreage in the Coachella Velley of Californie and production there
and in Imperial Valley should increzse during the next two weeks. Supplics duripg
that period will be quite limited.

Early Summer (Va., id., Del., N.J., I11l.) 1In lierylend plonting got
under way the last helf of April end some fields in the
Lower Delmar Peninsula were showing leaves by the end of the month.

EGGPLANT: Spring (Fla.) The younger plantings in the South Florida srea vill con-
. ‘tinue to be the principzl source of supplics during the first
helf of iiay. These younger plentings sre gencrally in feir to good condition and
with fzvorable weathcr and market conditions,  harvesting is expected to continue
thraughout ilay.  Light harvesting is 2lso expected to continue throughout liay from
the -sm2ll acreage in the Everglades.  Harvest hsgs Just started on the small ond
widely: scattered plantings in the Plent City, lianatec-~Ruskin, end “cbster sectlons,
but it will be after liay 15 beforé most of these reach full production. . It will be
after June 1 before any significant volume develops from the small acreags in north
Florida.

ESCAROLE" ‘ﬁnter (Flc.)- Indications are for o continued good supnly of eosc=role

-+ end chicory from Florida throughout most of il2y end possibly into
early: June if weather conditions.are favorable. Iiiost of the remsining acreage is at
Zellwood and in the Everglades. The condition of the crop is varieble with escarole
gencrally. being in better condition than chicory.

LETTUCE: Early Spring (Ariz., Crlif., Fla., Ga., S.C., ¥.C.) The production of -

.- early spring leluuce in the. Selinas-'"atsonville District of
Californie increased repidly late in Amril Production is expected to show & sub-
stantial incroase during the next few dey Cool spring weather-prevented errly
planted acresge from maturing on schedule ?nd'boﬁh early plented 2nd mid-serson
planted fields are expected to reach meturity during the first helf of M=y, result-
ing in a period of heavy supplies. Lettuce quality has shown considerable variation
to dete but it is improving as the senson zdvences. Lack of solidity and smell .
sizes heve been apparent in many flelds. Lettuce production will e#lso increase: dur-
ing the next two weeks in the Oxnard end Senta liaria areas, but supplies from these
districts ore. expected to move lergely to locel merkets and only a limited volume-
will be shipped. The bulk ef the spring lettuce acre=zge in the San Joaquin Vélley
has.b¢en harvested and this deal should be cleened up during the next few wecks.
Some harvesting continuecs: from Georgia fields, with lete movement expected to contin-
ue until eround mid-ikay. ' In.the Beaufort aree of South Caroline, the deal vies prac-
tically over by liey 1, but movement continues from the Cherleston-Colleton end Sumter
soctions. The season is expected to be over by iiay 15. In the "ilmington aree of
North Caroling the Iéeberg crop is in excellent condition. 'Cibting is now in prog-
ress and will reach peak-ebout iay 5-10: In the St. Helena -section condition of the
crop is good:despite incdequate reinfall, Iceberg harvest will reach petk in St.
Helena .around iiey 5. Harvest of Big Boston end Romeine begﬁn the 1qst ten deys of
April ﬁnd reached its peak ﬂbout May 1.

Late Spring (N.J., Pcnn , ldeho, Ore., Y'esh.) Trensvlanting of the crop’
* * in northern New Jersev was' l=te but the plants stood trans-
planting exceptionally ‘good ond zt the close ‘of the month were meking good progress.
Th~t part of the crop grown under sash is in excellent condition snd cutting should
start about iley 8. Growth of the crop in the importent Atlentic and Cumberlend



TRUCKX CROP HEVS - 10 - TC-H2: 501 lay 6, 1952

LETTUCE: Late Spring (Cont'd.) County area made good growth during the latter part
of April. The heavy reinfsll the last weck of the month
hzlted development only temporarily. In some low fields water stood on the ground
several days rotting some plants end causing poor stands. The soil in this aree,
however, will respond quickly to the present drying weather and with the ample soil
moisture this crop is expected to develop repidly from now until first cut tings
wvhich are now expected around liay 20. Seeded lettuce is making satisfactory prog- ~
ress although the sustained rainfzll packed the soil and held up thinning operations.
Planting in the Great lleadows section is completed with the exception of some acre-
age 8till too wet to work. In Pennsylvania, weather during-late April favored
growth and crops in the southern and southeastern counties sre looking good. The
Idaho acreasge 1s very smell 2nd probably all will be used for locel consumption.
Practically 211 of the crop was plented in the f21l and it has come through the win-
ter in fairly good condifion. The late spring prevented very much planting this
spring. ‘'eather hes frvored secdbed prepsrztion and growth of local-msrket lettuce
in Oregon. Little has been plented for shipment. All transplonted fields in westem
Vashington ~re now well established =2nd soil moisture is very satisfactory after re-
cent rains. Earliest.cuttings from the South Perk and Bellevue districts should be
rezdy by June 1. liost fields show good color snd ~re in generally satisfactory con-

dition.

Summer (Calif., Colo., N.Y.) Long Island growers began transplanting
late in Merch and continucd through most of April. Some lettue

was elso trensplanted in local-market sections of upstate New York during the first
week of April. Excopt for an interruption in plenting by rains ot mid-April, condi-
‘tions havo boon frvorablc for ~n’early stort. Most.of the carly acréage. on tho -
Orangc County mucklands has been sown. Meny fields were desmaged by water during
April.
ONIONS: Early Spring . (Texzs). Good progress was mede in harvesting the south Texes
’ : crop and conditions were fevorable for rapid mrturity of the
lete crops in this area. Field work in the Coastel Bend wes interrupted by reins on
two occasions the past two wecks, but most m=tured crops in this arecs were out of the
fields end these roins improved yields of the acreage that remeins to be harvested.
Develorment of lrte crops in other areas wrs generally satlsfectory. Hail on April
30 demeged onions from Ezgle Pess to El Indio. Blight was 2lso evident in some
fields in the Eagle Pass section. The small acreage in the Yilson~-Karncs area is’
--now expected to furnish fairly good yields. Shivments from south Texas will continue
fairly active the first 10 days in ilay. A fairly good tonnage still remains in the
Coastal Bend. Laredo will be shipping through the first week of Mey. Some acreage
8till rem=ins in the Winter Gerden. Harvest of the Eagle Pass, Del Rio and Uvalde
crops w~s oxpected to stert May 1. Some scresge et Wilson-Karnes was ready for pulle
ing the latter part of April. " Hovever, most of the Vilson-Kernes ecreage, mainly the
Creole plentings thet will be used for shipment is not expected to be ready until

around iay 10. ‘

Late Spring (Calif., Afiz., La., Texas, Ga.) To date California's new
crop .supplies hrve beon originsting from the Imperial and
Coachella Valleys and these sections will continue in production for ebout two more
weeks. These supplies have moved by truck to Cozstal markets and sre of exceptional-
ly fine quelity, running heavy to lerge sizes. Harvest will begin on the earliest
fields in Kern County the week of ilay 4 but 1t will be about May 15 before a general
harvest is under way in thet section. Rail shipments will develop in volume from
this deal. Quelity end yield prospects are excellent, In the Stockton end Merced @
areas hervesting of red onions may begin late in lMey but the pulling and topping of
Yellow onions will not stert until after June 1, Stockton onions hrve mede satisfzc-
tory progress during the past two weeks, Because of the light ccreoge plented in
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ONIONS: Lete Spring (Cont'd.) ZKern County this year end the latcness of‘Sfockton
) crop, Californi~ production.in lizy will be substantislly below
normal. Conditions have been exceptionslly favoreblu for develonment of oniéns in
21l north Texes areas. liost of the acreage this ye=r is in the usually later areas
-=extending from Ferris north to the Fermersville, Howocvor
some areas are reporting progress 2bout two wecks ahead of usual with good yields
in prospect. Recent remorts indicete that esrliest pulling in- the Ferris section
will occur about May 19. Some fields in the 'ylie and Princeton sections ere ex-’
pected to be harvested around ilay 20-24. However, some Panhendle acreage remained
to be transplanted the latter part of April. Production from the Panhendle section
is not usvally available until after mid-July end hrrvest usually extends through
August. In Georgia weathor conditions h:sve been favorable for harvest, which is
getting well under way. Present indications point to top quality. '

Barly Summer. (N.M., Wash , Iowz, Okle., Va., N.J.) In the Greéat
ileadows area of New Jersey too much rein and cool weather
during the lest holf of Avril retarded growth 2nd caused some rot. Planting =nd
seeding operations have been resumed :nd there has been some replanting. In the
Cedarville section the crop generally stands about a foot high. Plants have a good
color end the additional rainfell was timely for this erea.

Late Summer (18 States) Plenting of the important Orange County New
York onion acreage w~s completed a little earlier than

usual. Heavy reins April 5§ 6 and 16-17 ceused spotted stands in meny fields ond a
few fields were rcsown. A smaller percentzge of the acreage wes planted with sets
this yecr. Set onions in the Canastota section were planted under favorablc ccndi-
tions and were more advanced than usual by .i2y 1. ilost of the acreage in the Elba
section was planted by April 25 and the earlicest.fields were coming up by May 1.
Rain is needed to reduce the danger of wind demesge. Weather in Ohio during the last
half of April hos been fazvorable for getting the crop in the field 2nd for growth
of the young plants. Because of excessive rains =2nd wet fields growers in many
localities of California were unusually l-te in secding their lete summer onion
crop. In the centrsl part of the State, planting has Jjust been completed during the
past two wesks. To date the crop has mzde satisfactory progress. The Idaho crop
was planted about two wecks late. Seeding of Oregon onions hes been generclly com-—
pleted under favoreble conditions. :

PEAS: Eﬂrlv Spring (Cellf vy LSS, 5.C., N. C ) Although- the harvesting of pees in
Kern County California was slow to get under way this yeor,
production hag been unveually hervy during the .-last week. The peak of the harvest
season has pessed in Kern County and production there should fall off sharply during
the next two weeks. Limited supplies. of peas h=ve been coming from San Luis Obisypo
County end harvest there.will continue =t about precsent levels for two more weeks.
A considerable acreage in. the western portion of Fresno County, around Huron ond Sen
Joaquin, will be available for hearvest through a2bout ilay 20 2nd, if growers decide
to pick ~nd ship, a2 considerable volume can move from this section during the next
two weeks. The Sacremento River District will not heve any peas until around iley 10
and no significant volume is expected from there during the next two weeks. Genor-
2lly cool weather and the absence of high temperaturcs h-ve been favorable for the
growth end development of pess in 211 areas. South Carolina's smell crop hes been
pretty well marketed except for some lete . acreago cround Holly Hill where s~las are
expected to continue .through the first week of iia
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PBAS: Late Spring (N J., ldaho, ¥esh., N.ii., Ore.) The: Idaho crop was plented

" later than usuel but weather hes been favorablé for growth.
liost fields Heove good ‘stznds. Hervest is expected to stert between June 7 and 20.

In Washinzton, earliest pickings will probrbly be m~de cbout June 10—15

PEPPERS: Spring (Fla.) Indicetions sre for 2 fairly staole movement during the
first helf of iay. Lete plantings in the. important Pompano sec-
tion will continue to bc the major source of supplics during this period. However,
the volurie from this- sectlon is on the decline 2nd hervestings will be largely in-
fluenced by weether and merket conditions. Light volume nlso continucs in prospect
from. the Evergledes ‘#znd Fort liyers sections of South Florida. Harvesting in the im-
portent Plont City section of Central Florida should show some increase during early
llay a2s younger fiélds come into production. Lizht hervesting has been in progress
at '"ebster since m1d~April end this acreage should reach full production during the
first helf of Mday. It will be the latter part of the month before any volume pro-
duction cen be expected from the North Florida 2crerge.,

Early Summer (La., iliss., N. C., The Lou131ane crop 1s later than normal
' " with eerliest harvest expected around June 1. The‘cond1t10n
of the crop is reported fair to good. Most of North Carolina's green pepper crop
hes bcen trensplanted end generally is in good condition. The cool, cloudy weather
thet prevailed during the 1lost wevk of April wes favorable. for trensplanting and
good stonds have boen obtained. -

coz-.;:ErRCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES; Eerly Spring (Fla.,. Texas) During the last holf
of. April digbing of the Florida crop
was unusually hea avy as growers endeevored to harvest as much of their acrezge as
possiblc before the drop in price ceilings on .oy 1. This escceleration of harvest
has resulted in some loss of yleld ond lowering of quality due to immaturity. Des-
pité o heevy movement’ during'the past month, hervest is expectod to continue | .-
throughout most of iiay but at 2 reduced level. The Hestings area will be. the prin-
cip2l source of supply during this time. Hervcsting of the est Florida acresge is
in progress ond digging of this small acrecge is expected to continue throughout.-
most of”ng. Harve:t of the Texes Lower Valley crop wes completed about mid-April.

late Spring (Galif., La., liiss., Al2., Ga., S C., Ariz., Texes, Okla., E
Ark., Tenn., N.C,) General hervesting of early pot?toos in
the Edison District of Kern County, California began April 21, While ﬂu:trond/ thp-
ments during the next two weeks will be up, there may bhe a temporary lull in h-rvest
durlnb the first few days in May as groyers aliov Pields -to take on additional ton-
nege. Production of potatoes during the next tuo weeks will be confined to early
fields in the Edison District and a2 limited agrerge in the Arvin District. Hervest
will Hot become general -in other seétions of Kern County ‘until about ilay 25. The
delayed dig ing of errly pot .toes in' Kern Gounty should improve quality of. early-
secson potrtoes. - Rain which fell in rather generous eamounts in the Southern San
Joaquin Velley on April 25 and 26 was generally beneficial. ' Early poteto yield
prospects ‘ere’ considered satisfactory at. this time. Harvest of the Louisiana crop
s pessed 1ts peck =nd should be practically comple te by May 10. Better—than~~ver—
age yields ond good quality tubers hsve been dug. Condition of North Carolinals
crop 1s quite verisble. Some of the crop is beginning to bloom while part of it is
Just brecking the ground. Digsing '6f ‘errly Cobblcers will begin about iiay 25 in the
Carteret arce. In the Currituck ~res, .the crop is esbout ten days lrter.then usuel
ond the variesble plenting dates will prolong the horvest se=son. In Yeeksville
aree, hzrvest will begin about June 15. Carlot movement is under wey from Brldwin
County, Alebame. and good yields sre bsing re=lized. Digging hes been rether slow
to-date, but is oxpected to incresse rapidly. Peck shipments from this County
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COIZIERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATCES: Late Spring (Cont'd.) erc expected during the

o week beglnning ey 12. Very few
fields have been dug in liobile County. Digzing should start in Escambia County
about the second week of Mey. Blight hes shown un in some locel reas but control
me"sures h"vc generally been effective. Prospects are very promising in South i
Georgia. Stands are eveon and the crop is meking satisfactury progress. In South

Carolina, recent rains have improved the condition of Irish pototoes and prospects

are for good to excellent yields. Stands are even in most fields but very irregular
in some fields. Reports ind:cate growers will le~ve potatoes in the ground until
they are fully mztured. However, digging is expected to become general during the
week of lay 18 with heaviest movement occurring during the l=st week of May. During
the last helf of April progress of the Texas crop was setisfactory, especially in
the early sections. Productlon from some 1rr1grted acrecge in the San Antonio erea
is expected about mid-lay end hervest of the non-irrigated crops is expected *:

start about the ususl time, or the lztter part of liay. In the later areas moisture
is ample. Scattered areas of east Texas hzve hed excessive reains but no serious
demage has occurred to dote. Night temper~tures h-ve been a little too cool in some
of the late arees but conditions around iiay 1 were generelly satisfactory. Planting
of the Arksnsas crop wes late because of too much rein o~nd cool weather. Pot~toes
were just coming up in rsey fislds by iiay 1. Growth has been good since it turned
warmer. The Tennessee crop is generally up to even stands and meking satisfactory
growth. In the Frenklin-Coffee area, plents average esbout 6 inches high. Merketing
is expected to begin in this areca about mid-June, which is about the usual date but
earlier than in 1951. Acreage in this area wes reduced sharply this yeer ond ship-
ments should not be very heevy at any time.

Summer (Ve., Md., Ky., io., EKan., Nebr., Texes, Ge., N.J.) liost Eentucky’
fields seem to be coming up to regular stends. Weather has been
ideal for repid growth and pert of the acresge has been cultiveted. The Panhendle
crop in Texes is up to a good stand and was meking good growth as April ended. With
continued good growing weather, harvest is expected to begin at about the usuel time
-=late June or eerly July. The north Ceorgia crop is off to 2 late start, due to
the cold, wet spring. Some acrcage was being planted on liay 1. The New Jersey
crop was plented esrlier than usual this ye~r. iiost of the errly-plented fields
were beginning to break ground vhen the continued reinfell the week of April 20-26
foll end practically covered the fields with water. Water stood in low spots sev-
eral days resulting in rot and poor strnds. Some growers plan to replent these
spots. More than one-helf the Missouri acreage wes, lost by recent floods but the
Kansas' crop oscaped d&mage. -
Other Early Areas Planting of Long Islond, New York pototoes started a
: little later than usuzal end wves interrupted by several
heavy rains during April. However, the averesge dote of plenting was necr normal.
for the principal varieties. With above-aversge tempercturcs during April, germi-
nation was more rapid then usual and development wes a weok to tbn deys aheed of
normel by lay 1.

SHALLOTS: Spring (La.) With the coming of hot wecather, harvest of the Louisiana
spring crop is quickly coming to an end. Cool nights prior
to the end of April prolongzed the crop resulting in high yields.
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SPIHACH: Spring (Washe, Va., Mde, Foe, hrk., Okla., Ny Jsy Pae, I11,)

‘ Although the growth of Washington spinach was quitc slow during
April because of cool nights in the Puget Sound district, most:ficlds are in satis-
factory condition, At Wella Walla thc processing crop should be ready by June 1
and contractcd acrcage in western Washington should be recady by June 10, In
Maryland spinach made excellent growth during late Ap'il,. lbarlier plantings in
Somcrset County will be rcady for picking in heavy volume about May 10, although
light cuttings have becn under way for three weckse In' New Jerscy most of the
wintcred~over acrcage was'cut by the e¢nd of Aprile First cuttings of winter and
spring-sceded spinach are expected around Vincland the first weck of May. In
Pennsylvania spring-seedcd spinach in the Bucks-Philadelphiéd arca is progressing
well and a few early ficlds are ncarly rcady to cube  Movement from the wintcorcd-
ovir crops is well under ‘way with yields only about half of what the spring crop
is cxpcected to avirage. Some wintered-over spinach was markcted in southern
I1linois during late February and carly March, but the volume was smalls The spring
planted crop is growing wcll, ‘ ¢ : '

* -Summer’ (Na' Y,, Colos, Wash) In New: York marketing of wintercd-over
o -spinach from Long Island started about Ap'il:25, With favorable
growing conditions, dcvelopment of spring plantings is shcad of normal in all areas
of thc Statc, ' I S ' ‘ L

SQUASH: Spring (Fla.,) Production from ‘the spring crop rcached: a peakduring the
- : "+ sceond half of April and volume will declinc rapidly during the
first half of May., Supplies arc now coming from a widcly scattsred area extonding
from North Florida to Secuth Ilorida, :
STRAWBERRTES: Larly Spring (La., Alaes, Tcéxas, Czlife) Production of Louisiana

' oL o ‘ berrics has passcd the pcak, and shipments arc. now on
~a decline, Movement from southcrn Alabama has' been light, but plants are blooming
hcavily and good supplics are in prospect from now one DMost of the crop-is going

to fresh markctse Harvesting has been active in central Alabama and is getting
under ‘way .in the north, - Production in California has been much lighter than
normal but has picked up in all scctions during thc past fow days and a hcavy
volume is ‘expccted during the next two weekss' ‘Supplies will ‘be moving into fresh

markcts and to frecczers. -

Mid=-Spring (S. Cey Ns C., Ténn., Arke, Okla., Kans., Mo., Ill., Ky.,
Vae, Mds, Dels, Califs,) The South Carolina crop is in

good condition with movament under way and pcak cxpected ebout May 10. North
Carolina's crop was in .good condition until -the rains and cool weather of April 2l
29th, Many of the berries rcady for picking were dameged by rot and yiclds and
QUality will depend on how soon the rot ting clcars ups Therc is still a good set
of berri¢s and a fair crop is cxpectede Cool weather around April 2l,retarded.
the development of Tenncssc berricese - A -fow berrics moved by cxpress during.the
last weck of Aprils Volumc shipments arc expected from Viest Tennessce the weck of
May 5, and about 10 days latcr from Central Tennessecs The outlook for Arkansas
strawborrids is more favorablc than a month dgos Cool, rainy wcather had slowed
ripening but with rcccnt warmer weather thore should be good volume moving from
the White County and Crawford-Scbastian arecas the weck of May .5. Harvestwill
follow about one weck or ten days later in Scarcy County and Northwest Arkansass
Harvest is cxpccted to begin in southern I1linois bctween May 10 and 20, in central
arcas by carly Junc and in northcrn districts about Junc 10-15¢ Condition has ‘
improvceds  In Kentucky growing conditions hawe been favorable, Harvest is expeoted’
to begin during thc first week in May and shipments should be well under way by
May 10-12 in thc Paducah-Mayficld and Bowling Green-Franklin scctions, In other
arcas bloom is heavy and picking is cxpccted to begin around May 20the 01d patches
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STRAWBERRIES ¢ Mid-Sprlng (Continucd). have thin rows but ncw plantings look goods
Elooming of strawbcrrics in the 1mp01tant Salisbury

and Pittsvillc arcas of Maryland was about half ovcr by April 30. Harvesting on

the Lower Dclmdr Peninsula is expectced to start about the middle of Moy

" Latc Spring (Ne J., Pa., Ohio, Inde, No Y., Mj ch, Wis., Iowa,

. Utah, Wash., Orce) Prospects in Now Jerscy arc
only fair, DMoisturc supplies arc adequatc in all arcas but root discascs have
affeceted many ficlds particularly in low clevation spotse Cool rains during the
last Wweek of April slowed down the crop just as blooming got under way. Most
ficlds show poor stands which arc attributcd to the dry weather last ycar.
In southcrn Pennsylvania, strawbcrrics arc bloominge In Eric County a fow beds
wene still under mulch in late April whilc othcrs have startcd budse Strawbcerrics
generally came through the winter fairly good but in a few localitics somc damagc
from spring hcaving is rcported and some report damage duc to the dry fall of 1951,
Plants arc-bloomirnig in southcrn Ohio, and a fcw scattercd blooms were beginning to
appear in northcrn Ohio by the c¢nd of April. Sctting. of ncw bods has been delayed
by wet soil in somc¢ arcas, Dcvelopment of strawbcrrics in Few York was considerably
ahcad of normal by May l. Beds came through the wintcr with very little damage
tut nocded rdin at‘thc cnd of -Apr il to continuc.good growth, Soil conditions

,during April havc bcen unusually favorable for transplanting ncw beds for picking
in 1953« Frosts on April 19 and 28 did considcrablc damage to early blooming

strawbcrrics in southwestern Washington, In northwestcrn counties, frost damage
has becn spotted, but thirc has becen considerable loss of early bloomse Wecd
control is generally®seatisfactory but weavil damage is more widespread than usuala
A scrics. of light frosts in Orcgon -during thce first weck of April, and gencrally
sovcre frosts the mornings of April 20 and april 29, havc almost destroyed the -
carly sct of Origon strawberrics. Frost injury was most scverc in cast.rn’
Willamette Valley countics where there is still considerable snow in the mountains,
On the other hand, therc wore rclatively fewer carly blooms and fruit to incur
frost damage in western Willamette Valley countics where vigor of plants was
weakened most by the oxtended drought of 1951, There arc cnough active fruit spurs
lcft to producc a good crop, Datc of harvest has bucn dclayed by loss of carly
blooms until thc first weck of Junc,

TOMATGES: B arlv Spring (Flag, Tcxas, Califs) The spring crop in Florida
continucs to makc fair to good progrcesse. The important
Fort PlLrCO scctlon, with the pcak movement from April 28 to iay 10, will continuc
to bc a pr1n01pﬁl source of supply until latc Maye. The Manatuc-fuskin and Wauchula-
Plant Clty arcas should rcach pcak lcvel the weck of May 5, with good volume through
most of May. Shipmcnts in the Immokalce scction arc declining ropidly, but harvest
will continue through May. Light £1TVbSt1Pg has startcd in the Webster-Oxford-
Bellovicw-Ocala-Lowell arca, with/volumc uxpected around the middlc of, the month,
The crop in the Lower Vallcy of Toxas was injurcd by hail on ilay 2. Damage was
spotted over an arca from Weslaco west to Donna and north to Ldinburg and was most
scvere in the center of the Valleye Prior to the hail light rains and dey time
tcmperatures had benefited part of the Lower Valley, Texas. tomato arca and yicld
prospccts had improved. Supplics had incrcascd substantially since the latter part
of April and rccent harvestings had shown a material improvoment in quality,
Supplics from ficlds in Coachclla and Imperial Valleys of California have been
incrcasing stcadily during thc past two wecks and a further incrcasc is cxpcected
for the first half of May.
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TOM/TOES: (Continucd) - Latc Spring (Tcxas, La., Misse, Se C., Gae, 4la.) Progress
of the latc spring crop in Texas has becn
dclaycd by unusually cool nights in all arcas and cxcessive rains in parts of cast
Tcxas and the cxtreme northcastern countiese. Plants were sct to the fields in cast
Tcxas at about the usual time under fairly favorable conditions, but many ficlds
have been taa wet to work and the cool nights have slowed plant growthe Trans-
planting of the Avery crop (northeastirn countics) was interrupted by hard rains
and thc carly plantings arc getting a slow start.,  Somc of the acrcages in the
Yoakum and Marlin-Brcmond arcas that werc lost by the latc March freczc werc rc-
plantcd and.arc making fairly good progrcss, All scctions nced warmer woathers
Advanccment of the Mississippi crop is about normal and a fow tomatocs may be
rcady for harvest the last weck of Maye. South Carolina, tomatocs arc in good
condition but stands arc brokcn in somc ficlds, Rceunt rains stimulated growth
and thc crop is making good progrusse. Grocn wrap movement -is'éxpected to begin

. during thc last weck of May, The south Georgia crop has had sufficicnt moisturc

and is in good condition with light harvesting cxpectcd May 20-25, The Alabama
crop is latc becausc of low tcmperaturcs carly in the scason and setting-has. not
been completed in the northorn arcass ' =

Ll

Early Summer (Calife, Arke, Tcnne, No Ce, Va,, Ky,, I1l., Mo,, Ohio,

: Md., ikl.) Transplanting to ficlds is about complctc in

South hrkansase Growth was slowcd by cool weather but conditions arc now favorablce
A hcavy infcstation of vegetable weevils and cutworms is reported in Bradley County.
The transplanting of Tecnncssce tomatocs into the ficld was about finished by . the
,cnd of April. Cool north winds havc causc somc loss of plantse Most of North
Carolina's acrcagc has been transplantced, the crop is in good condition and stands
arc good, In southwcastcrn Ohio, somc plants werc sct to the ficlds as carly as .
April 18, Sctting was general the last fow days of April and is cxpected to

Latc Summer (13 Statcs) Active transplanting startcd in southcrn
: New Jerscy during the weck of April 20-26 but was ‘hcld up

duc to thc continucd rainfall the last part of the wecke As the rains ceascd
during thc weck of April 27-May 3 farmcrs went back into the wet ficlds and started
"hand plantinge" Larly transplants in Pcnnsylvania havc startcd well. Some acrcage
hes bcen planted in the southoern countics for canncrse Ground preparation is in
progrcss in all cenning crop scctions, An incrcascd "open market! acrcage is
oxpccted in Lancaster County as growurs arc planning to rcducc tobacco this ycars

"In Now York, a fcw small ficlds werc transplanted under caps -during the last few

days of April in the local-markct scctions. Transplanting of carly acrcagc under
protcction will become active carly in Maye -

WATLRMELONS: Spring (Calif., Fla.) The spring crop ‘in California is latcr than

. usual this ycar, Harvest in Imperial Valley will: dépend

upon tumpcraturcs during May but it is not cxpccted to begin until after May 15.

At Blythc, picking will not begin until carly Junce Progress of the Florida crop

is bchind normal having been delaycd by below normal tempe raturcs and morc than the
usual amount of high winds, Yicld prospects rangc from poor 'to goode - In the

South Florida arca whorc about 7 porcent of the acrcage is locatcd, the condition
rang:s from poor to goods Harvesting will continuc active during thc first half

of May and then deercasc during the sccond half of thc month, In the Cuntral
Florida arca (Ocala to Bartow), crops also rangc from poor to good, Slightly
better than 4O pircent of the Statc acrcage is in this arca. Earlicst hervesting

in thc south cnd of the district (Polk County) is cxpectud the weck of May 5 with
the Leesburg scction starting the weck of May 12, Peak movement should occur during
the last weck of May and the first two wecks of Junce In the Gaincsville arca, with
about 31 pcrcent of the acrcage, carlicst shipments arc cxpected the last week of
May with pcak occurring Junc 10 to 20. In the Livce Oak-Monticcllo and West Florida

.
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WATERMEIONS: Spring (Continucd) arca with about 21 pcrcent of the aercage,
carlicst shipments arc cxpected Junc 5+10 with peak Junc 15-30.

Early Summcr (Calife, Ariz., Toxas, Laas, Misse, £lasy G2ey Se Ca,

Ne Co, hrke, Oklas, lMo,) Prospccts for the Texas
crop have improved although production fromcen-ficld plantings in the carly
scctions will be a littlc latcr than usuale Some "capped" acrcage in the Lowcer
Velley is cxpected to be rcady for harvest by the carly part of May and somc
"capped" acrcage in the Pearsall-Millcet arca is cxpected to bte in production
around lMay 25, Lkarlicst production from opcn acreage comes from the Falfurrias
scction, where crops arc much later than usuale OUther carly scctions arc also
later than usual becausc of carly wcather conditions and considcerable rcplantinge
Mid=-scason and latc arcas have kad amplc moisturc but need warmer weather, Some
areas of east Texas have been too wet and some replanting has been necessary.
Production in the mide=season and later areas is not expected to be much later than
usuale The Mississippi crop is a little later than usual in the Smith-Simpson-
Covington County area because of difficulty in getting eerly stands. The crop is
further advanced in the extreme southern counties where first melons are expected
about June 15, Cool temperatures delayed germination and growth in southern
Alabama and planting is just getting started in the northern areas. The crop is
about two weeks later than usual, The Georgia crop is later than usual, due to
the lateness of planting and much replanting, Because of adverse weather conditions
and other factors, some areas will not harvest the acreage intended earlier in

the season, In the important Allendale-Barnwell area of South Carolina, plants are
not as far advanced as normal due to weather conditions., Some of this slow growth
is expected to be overcome as a result of recent rains and warmer weather, Plant-
ingis nearing completion in the Chesterfield-Darlington area where first plantings
are in fair to good condition. Planting in North Carolina is nearing completion,
Some of the earlier plantings are up but as yet stands on these are rather spotty
since early dry weather delayed seed germination, Planting was la te in Arkensas
and a sizable acreage was still to plant by May le The soil is in good condition
for growth of plants,






