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COMMERCI AL TRUCK CROPS FOR FRESH MARKET
TRUCK CROP NEWS
APRIL 15, 1952

Weather conditions the first half of April were moderately unfavorable in the spring

truck crop arcas, the Burcau of Agricultural Economics reported today, Moisture
supplies in these sections arce generally adequate to cxcessive, but cool weather
retarded seed germination and plant growth, In thc winter crop States, conditions
during this period were mostly favorakle,

In Alabama the weather was unfavorable for tender crops with frosts in many northern
and central areas on April 6 and 7, Conditions in Mississippi were generally favor-
able until a cool wave occurred on April 1l4. In that State transplanting of tomatoes
and green pepper olants is about completed and early watermelon plantings are up,

In Louisiana, cool nights, and a heavy rain accompanied by strong winds on April 12
retarded progress of the strawberry, bean and pepper cropss The cool weather has
been beneficial to shallots and cabbage, The first few days of April were conducive
to progress of truck crops in the Carolinas and Georgia, but cooler weather since
then slowed seed germination and plant growth, While rainfall was below normal

the first half of Aprll, the heavy rains of late March provided adequate soil
moisture, Cool rainy weather was unfavorable for seed germination and plant growth
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, Vet fields delayed field work in some parts of
Pennsylvania, In Delaware and Maryland, however; fields dried out considerably
during the first half of April and most growers were operating on a near normal
schedule by April 15,

Although the weather has been cool in the southern part of Ohio, the soil has been

dry enough to till and field work has progressed normally. The cold wet weather

in northern Ohio retarded field work and the season is considered slightly lates
Frosts occurred on several nights in the truck crop areas in southern Illinois but

it is believe they were not heavy enough to have caused any material damage. The
first half of April in Arkansas was mostly wet and cold and only a limited amount

of field work, other than the harvesting of spinach and radishes, had been accomplish-
ed by mid-monthe [Freezing temperatures were recorded on April 7 and 8 in the Puget
Sound district of Vlashington and 11ght frost caused some damge to early cabbage

and cauliflower plantlngs. ‘

Florida truck crops made fairly satisfactory progress during the period, Tempera-

tures were slightly below normal and there was some damage from cold weather in

northern and central areas the week of April 6-12, Rainfall was plentiful in

northern and central areas but light to negligible in the south, Conditions improved

somewhat over most of the truck crop growing areas of Texas the first half of April,
(Continued on pago 15,)
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ARTICHOKES: (Calif.) Spring harvest is at a peak. Supplies are expected to tontin- \%‘
o ue to be available in :ood volume during the next two weeks. Vine hev.
benefitted from favorable veather and quality of buds is good.

ASPAPACUS: Early Spring (Calif., Ore., '“ash., S.C.) - Harvest in California con-
tinues in volume and active shipping is expected to con-
tinue for another week. Several canners started their run on April 15 and others
will stert during the next ten days. Quality is very good, with spears having nor-
mel green color. The qutlook for a normal crop in Washington was very good as har-
vest began at Valla Walle during the second week of April.’ Strong winds and cool
veather had delayed cutting operations in carliest fields a2bout one.week. Weather
conditions were also similar in the Yzkims Valley and crop progress was slow. First i
cuttings in the valley begen on April 12. The first Seattle motor truck receipts
were recorded on Anril 7. Reil shipments for Anril will -depend on market conditions.
Most of the crop will go into processing channels for cenning end freezing. Ship-
ments from South Carolina had reached their peak by April 15, but dug to the small
crop volume has been light.

Late Spring: (iid., Del., N.J., Pa., llass,, ilich., Ill., Iowa) In liary-
land and Delawere some new beds were planted on thg,Del-
liar peninsule the week ending April 4. Cutting of older beds/3§5ected about /usual
time. In New Jersey, the weather has been entirely too cool and the ground too cold
for growth. Only an occasional "spear" was showing above ground during the week of
April 13%3-19. Fields have not been 'ridged," as farmers are awaiting warmer weather,
and in particular warm nights, which is needed to ralse the temperature of the soil.
Unless weather conditions break more favorably soon, there will be very little cut-
ting before April 28. 'hile Pennsylvenia asparagus beds are in excellent condition
growth would be benefitted by warmer weather. Light marketings are expected to be- .
gin from Bucks county end other southeastern localities during the last few .days of -

April. -

LI.iA BEAUS: Spring (Fla., Ga., S.C.) TFlorida supplies are expected to continue to
. be very light during the remeinder of April. The small acre-
ages in the Pompano and Everglades sections are the present sources of production.
In the importent Hawthorne area of North Florida, the reduced plantings are only
meking fair progress and no harvesting of significance is expected before mid-~liay. :
In South Carolina, planting was delayed by cool, wet weather. .llost -of the: crop: had i
been seeded by iiid-April but some late plentings will continue into May.. Condition !

of the growing crop is fair.

Summer (N.C., id., N.J., N.Y.) Some early Fordhooks in 'icomico County,
Merylend hed to be replanted because the ground crusted and firs

plenting rotted.

SNAP BEAI'S: Ferly Spring (Tex., Fla.) = Condition -of the ‘crop: remaining’ for_harvest
in Florida ranges from poor to good. In the important
Everglades section, where there was a sharp reduction in plantings, ylelds are im- |
proving and peak harvest is expected during the second half of April end the first .
week of iiay. Harvesting along the lower East Coast is about finished, In the Cen- }
tral Florida sections harvesting has started in e light wey end should reach peak :
during the latter part of April end early May. In the iicIntosh-LaCrosse-~Hawvthorne

area of North Florida, where growth has been delayed by cool weather picking has 7
started in the earliest fields, but most of the production will move in late April “
and early iiay. While harvest of pole beans is about comvleted in Dade County there
will be light supplies during the remdinder of the month. In the lianatee-Ruskin-
Plant City area harvesting of a pole bean crop in fair condition is in progress and
and should reach peek during the latter part of April.
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SNAP BIAIS: uid-Spring (Celif., La., iiss., Ala., Ga., S.C.) A light volume is

N _ ' being hcrvested in the Coachella Vﬁlley of California with
~most“§upplies moving to local merkets. Harvest is expected to begin on eerly
‘fields in San Diegzo County about iiay l. Progress of the elready lete Loulsiana
crop vas further retarded by cool weather. Some flelds will be ready for harvest
in early lay. Plenting of the Mississippi crop is about complete and much of the
acreage is up to ‘good stands. Weather has been too. cool since the lUth but no dem-
‘ege of consequence is renorted to dete. Harvest is expected to stert about mid-May,
with perloﬂ of heﬁviest movement probdably liry 25 to June 5. The crop in south
‘Georgia 18 generally in fair condition. GCool nights have retarded growth, and very
little harvesting is expected in mein commerciasl areas before late iy or early
wJune. Condition of snap beens in South Carolina varies from fair in the Lake City
‘arce, to good and better in the Charleston-Beaufort area. . Some .replenting was neo-
. 888ery ﬂnd the crop was delayed by recent cool weather. ULight shipments are ex-
pected to bofin by ey lO. ' ' ’ EE

Lete Spring (H.0C. ; Ark., Va.) Plenting in North Caroline is virtuelly
) COmnlete in the late soring area but only a part of the

‘cerop is un..
uarlv ‘Suminer (6 States) Plenting -of the Marvland crop started in
' "ﬁcomlco County about liarch 27 and was weéll underwey by
Auril 15—-6 week zheed of’ ‘schedule in some areas. In ilew Jersey, most early fields
in the Ceda rville area’ (Cumberland County) héve been plented but'none had apveared
above ground on April 15, Plentlngs in Burlington County are in. full swving, with
a few of the earliest fields breaklng through the ground.

BEETS: Sprinb (L .y S C., N,C., Va,) 1In South Cerolina, beets are making good

. ‘'progress and are noving in heevy volume with peak movement expected
durinb the last holf of April. North Carolina's crop is in good condltlon but a
little lote Hlth harvest exmected to begin around May 15 ’

Summer(ﬂ J., Pa.) In New Jersey all fields are seeded in the Cecar-
ville-Vineland areés of Cumberland County and most fields have
broken through the ground with good ‘stands. “lermer weather is needed for ra pld
growth. Seedings are underwey and will continue for some time in the North Jersey
market gerden areas. ZEarly seedings in the Juck s-Philedeluhie erea of Pennsylvenie
are up. Plenting will continue aé wet solls dry. :

BROGCQLI: Spring (Celif ) In Celifornia, a mnoderate volume continued to be aveil-

ﬂble fron the Senta lieria area during the past two weeks. iiost
supplies are now uoving into fresh mdrket channels end the volume is expected to
continve &t ebout present levels Plents have benefitted from recent: favorable
weather and quqlity is good. ' A ' '

CABBAGEb Hnter (Calif., Ariz., Tex., Fla.) In California, adequate supplies
' continue from southern counties and some cabbage 1s being cut in

the Sen Francisco Bey 2rea. An increase in rail shipments from San Diego County
1s possivle vhen merket conditions warrant. There is a wide range in quality but
only the better®heeds sre being harvested at present. Florida shipments are ex-
pected to decline rether shérply during the second helf of April with very light

' supplies continuing into iiag Late plantings are rather videly ecattered with most
of the major producing sectlons having some late crops.
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CABBAGE: Early Spring (La., . liiss,, Ala., Ga., S.C.) ' Cool: weather. during the past-
idionth hes been very beneficial to-the Louisiana crop. Har-
vest should scon be complete. The Mississippi crov is developing fast and good -
yileld prospects continue. Some light cuttings are being made from early fields but
harvest will not be general until the last week of April and the bulk of movement. .
will be during iiay. Condition.of the South Georgia crop is good. Harvesting is .
under way from the earlier planted fields, with good yields and-quality. ‘leathex.
conditions have delayed later nlontings and peek harvest is expected .around liay 1.
Harvesting of South Carolina's crop is well under way and nearing the peak. Heav«.
iest novement is expected during the last helf of April with light volume extendinb

1nto Ley.

- Late Sprlng (N.C., Va., id. Tenn., Ky., Ohio, 10+, Wash.) Condition of
North Cerolina's crop is quite veried. In‘the Elizabeth

01¢Y area the cron looks good and is now cupping but in the Carteret ares cool dry
weatner hes reterded growth for the past week or ten days. Harvest in all sections
is. expected to get under wey- the first week in liay.  Cool wet: weather:with much
clouwdiness has caused slow growth of Tennessee cabbage A186, 1zél: 6f cultivation
has been unfavorzble. Shipments are expected about the last week of liay, about the
same date as last year but about a week l-ter than usual. Practically all shipments
will be from Gibson, Crockett and Madison Counties in ‘Jest. Tennessee. Transplanting
in southeast Ohio was completed early in Anril. Growth has been sloir during the
past two weeks s due. to the cold weather but there is little evidence of. frost dameage.
In ‘oeshington, field transplanting in King and Pierce Gountles continued at a steady
rate during the first half of .April. Recent frosts severely demaged several fields
set out during the second week of April end renlenting will: probebly be necessery.
Tields already es tebllshed were generally unharmed.

Barly Summer (6 States) The .South JerseJ crop has been set to “the fields
but has made- very slow devclopment: during the past 15 days.
While nl;ntlnb is well under way in most other areas it will be delayed in the. im-
portant end Budd Leke area until next week due to wea ther conditions.

Late Summer (8 States)  Some growers 'in southern and SOutheastern areas
of Pennsylvania have been able to. set out early cabbage but

most growers heve been held up by cool, wet weather.

CANTALOUPS: Spring (Celif., Fla., Ariz.) Cantaloups in the Desert area of Calia-.
fornia have made good progress the past two weeks. The crop
is expected to be later then usual, due to earlier cool weather. It does not
appeer likely the carlot deal will start in Imperial before liay 20 elthough a small
volume mey Zo to local markets prior to that time. The bulk of this year's acreage
has been planted to No. 91 seed vhich is later maturing than No. 6. At Blythe: .the
crop is quite late and it probably will be well into June before harvest beginsg
there. Crops in North Floride, with most of the acreage, are irregular as a result
of considerable replanting. Very little harvest1ng is expected before the middle -
of iiay. The small acreage in South Floride is in fair to good condition Light
hervesting has begun with most supplies consumed loocally. R :

Barly Summer (Nev., Ga., S.C., Ariz.) 1jo08t of the crop in South Carolina
' had been planted by April 10. Approximately 50 percent of
the crop is up to a stand but is in only fair condition. Planting in Arizona is.
practically completed. The crop is starting nicely with the exception.of some hail
demee in the Tolleson area. However, damage was confined to e small area and the

plants have a good chance to recover.
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CARROTS: Winter (Calif., Ariz., Tex., La.) Shipments of Imperial Valley, Cali#
fornia, carrots are expected to be maintained at about present
levels during the next two weecks. The recent rise in market requirements permitted
growvers to keep up with their fields. Quality continues to be good to excellent
end better than average yields are being obtained. Over half the Imperial Valley
acreage has not been hervested.

. Spring (Calif., Ariz.) Shinments continue at a fairly good volume from
Yuma, Arlzona, but very few carrots are being harvested in the
Salt River Valley at this time. The spring crop is somewhat later than usual but
is developing nicely. Shipments will probably increase vwith the return of warmer
weather. :

Summer (N.J., N.Y., Ohio, Colo.) In New Jersey plentings arc completed in
the Vineland-Cedarville sections with most fields showing a fair
stand ebove the ground. Operations in the Great ileadows area are at a standstill
due to heavy rains. Seeding is under way in the northeastern market garden areas.
Planting in Ohio began the week of April 7, but cool. wet weather retarded progress.
ith an improvement in weather conditions planting should progress rapidly during
the last half of April. .

CAULIFLOWER: Early Spring (Calif., Ore.) In Celifornia, supnlies are currently
-1light from the major producing Santa Maria district

because recent warm weather advanced maturity dates and the acreage remaining for
April harvest was considerably smaller than that harvested in llarch. Some increase
in supplies is expected about April 21 when later fields mature. liuch of the pres-
ent production is moving in mixed carlots anc by truck. Quality ranges from fair
to good, mostly gocd. Harvest continues in the San Francisco Bay area in light
volume also. Southern California markets are being supplied from local sources.

Summer (N.J., ¥.Y., Colo.) The portion of the crop in New Jersey grown
o under glass is making satisfactory progress and most of the open

field acreage has been planted. The weather has been too cool for the crop to make
good progress.

CELERY: Spring (Fla., Calif.) The spring acreage in Florida remaining for harvest
: is generally in fair to good condition. In the Everglades, growers
are well up with their cutting, but this section will continue to be a source of
supply during the remainder of April and most of Liay. Imn Sarasota, harvesting is
nearing completion. The Oviedo-Zellwood spring crops are now in active harvest
vith good yields being reported. Harvesting in the 'Jeirsdale-Oklawaha-Islend Grove
section of North Florida is expected to get under wey during the second half of
April. Harvesting of spring celery in the Venice district of Southern California
began on April 3, with carlot supplies being aveilable during the week of April 7.
The crop is not as advanced at this time as it was lest season and production during
the next two ueeks will be lighter than a year ago. Quelity is falrly good with
smaller sizes predomlnctlng.

Summer (N.Y., N.J., Ohio, iiich., Ore., Oclif.) In New Jersey, plentings in
cold frames have been in for some time in the Paramus area. Due to
the wet weather, transplanting to open field in this end the important Great Meadows
area 1ls not expected to get under way much before the end of Avril. In Ohio, trans-
planting to the fields under paper began during the first week of April which is
about a week esrlier than last yeer. 'ith favorable weather most of the screage will
be set in the field during the last half of April.
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SYEET CORN: Spring (Fla., Tex.) The condition of the crop remeining for harvest

is poor to good. In the *mportent Bverglades section, grovers
have had considerable trouble with leaf blight and prospective yields have been
lower than generally enticipated. The effectiveness of the control of this disease
vill be one of the major determining factors on the yield for, the remainder of the
sezson. This importent section is now in its peak harvest and will continue to be
the principal source of supply until around the middle of llay. Some supplies are
expected to continue from this section into June. The crop in the Zellwood-Sanford-
inter Garden area is generally maeking fair progress although approximately 200
acres in the Zellwood section were plowed up and replanted due to cold damage the
week of April 6. Harvesting from this area is expected to start in early iiay vith
a few of the oldest plantings expected to harvest in late April. In the llenatee-
Ruskin-Sarasota-Plant City-''auchuls area, light harvesting is in progress from the
‘oldest plantings vith peak harvest expected to be reached during late April, contin-
uing through iiay. In the Sta arke-Lawtey-Brooker-Alachua section of North Florida
vhere planting was delayed by wet lands, very little production is expected before
late May. A light harvest was sterted in the Lower Velley of Texas the- early part
of April. These early supplies, however, were either from fields thet were favored
by local showers or from a limited area that had sccess to irrigation. Tenperatures
in the Valley h~rve been favorable, but the water supply has been very short. Sup-
plies from the Valley will be comparatively light unless moisture .conditions improve
soon. Plenting has been active in all areas outside the Valley, practically all
non—irrigated and moisture in these later areas is generally satisfactory. Cool
nights have held back progress of some of the carliest plentings. but Drospects as
a whole are not much lzter then usual. .

Summer (N.J., N.Y., Pa., S.C.) In Nev Jersey, fully 80 percent of the
' acreage in the importent Beverly area, (Burlington County) had
been planted by April 15, and the very earliest plantings were breaking through the
ground. Planting will continue in other arecas of the State until April 25, or later
in the northern part of the State. In South Carolina, reports indicete a reduction
in acreage planted to sweet corn compared with recent yeers. The crop is in fair
condition with harvest expected to begin in early June.

CUCUMBERS: Early Spring (Fla., Tex. ) liost of the spring acreage in Florida is stil

' . showing the effects of earlier unfavorable growing condi-
tions. Yields on the spring acresge harvested to dete heve been relatively light,

but this condition should improve as the season progresses. Shipments from the

State are expected to increase materislly during the second half of April. The im-
portent Immokalee-Fort liyers area is in active harvest and will continue to be one

of the principal sources of supply during the remainder of April and early May.: - In
the 'auchula section, harvesting from the open field acreage is getting under -way

and this deal should be in its peak production from mid-April to mid-May. In the
llanatee~Ruskin section, very little production is expected before carly May. 1In

the Yebster-Center Hill-Winter Garden area, the covered acreage should be in its.

peak movement during the second half of April with the open field crop starting dur—
ing the latter part of the month. The spring crop in the North Florida section

around Gainesville is generally in fair condition with harvesting expected to com-
mence after the first of May. Although some improvement developed in part of the
early spring aree in Texas, prospects continue to point to light yields and produc-
tion later than usual. Ex. Except for a small irrigated acreage in the Lower Valley, _
vhich started to furnish a light harvest around mid~April, most of the renaining f‘
acreage is on non~irrigated land. The non~irrigated nlantings that will be held for °
production are not expected to furnish any hervest until around i{fay 10-15.
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CUCUMBERS: Late Spring (La., Ala., Ga., S.C., W.C., ark., Calif.) . In Alabsme the

crop has made slow progrcess due to low temperatures. :
Frosts have caused some minor demage in the southern areas. Planting of the early
cucumber crop has been completed in Georgia. Stends are reported irreguler and vine
growth has been slow, duc to the unusually cool nights. South Carolina's cucumber
crop averages in fair to good condition but veries considerably by areas. Approx-
imately 50 percent of the crop is up to a stend but cool weather has retarded
grovth end some replanting wes necessary. Harvest is expected to begin around lay
15. Plenting of cucumbers in North Carolina is well under way. The crop is up to
a good stand in the 'ilmington area. '

EGGPLANT: Spring (Fla.) In the South Florida areas, most of the oldest fields have

: o about picked out, but o substantial acreage of younger plantings
are in fair to good condition and these plantings are expected to continue to pro-
vide & fairly good volume during the remainder of April and well into lay. The Pom~
pano section will be the principal source of supplies from this area supplemented
by some production from the Everglades and Fort iiyers sections. The crop in the
Plant City-lianatee section is only in fair condition with harvest on the spring
acreage expected  to commence around the first of ilay. The small acreage in North
Florida is making fair progress. This crop usually commences harvest in late llay
and earlyJune. . :

ESCAROLE: ‘'Hnter (Fla.) The escarole crop remaining. for harvest should continue

to furnish a good supply throughout April. Some late plantings
will provide production during most of ay if weather conditions are favorable. The
Everglades and Zellwood sections are the principal sources of supply et this time.

LETTUCE: Winter (Ariz., Calif., Flé., Tex.) ' The deal in Celifornia is finished for
all practical purposes, although a small dry pack volume is being
received at looal markets. ) o

Early Spring (Ariz., Calif., Ga., S.C., §.C.) Cool weather and week-end

‘ rains in Arizona interrupted harvesting operations after the
Valley hit a pesk of 306 .cars (including trucks). Quality has been only fair but
is improving. Sizes also have improved, now running mostly 4's. Shipments will
probably pick up sharply with warmer weather and then taper off with the bulk of the
deal having about another month to go. Harvest is now zctive in most of the soring
lettuce producing districts of Californis. The Delano and Firebaugh deals are about
at a peak 2nd should wind up shortly after the first of iiay. San Diego, Santa Bar-
bara, end Ventura countics have an increasing volume in prospect for the next two
veeks. The major producing Salinas-"'atsonville district started carlot volume on
April 10 and a substantial increase in shipments will occur during the next two
weeks. Hcavy volume is expected from this district during the first half of iiay.
Teether the past two weeks has been very frovoreble for plant growth end fields in
all districts look good. Sizes during the first week of the season for these var—
ious districts ran heavy to 5's but U's are now in good supply. Quality has ranged.
from fair to good the past two wecks but will improve as the season progresses. The
cool nights in Georgia have been favoreble to the lettuce crop, Harvesting is well
under way and cutting is expected to continue into eerly iiay. In the Beaufort area
of South Carolina, the bulk of the lettuce crop has been hervested. However, reason-
ably good volume will be aveilable in this end other areas of the State for several
weeks. The lettuce crop in North Caroline is in good condition. The weather has
been a little cool and the fIrst cuttings will be small. Harvest of Romeine in St.
Helena section is under way and movement of Iceberg is expected to begin around the
20th. liovement from the '"ilmington area is expected to begin about April 25, reach-
ing its peak between May 15-20.
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LETTUCE: Late Spring (§.J., Pa., Ida., Ore., Wash.) TranSplanting and seeding of

' ‘ the early crop in New New Jersey has been coumpleted in all excejy.
the Great .ieedows area. Heavy rains have delayed operations there considerably.
Some of the very earllest plantings in South Jersey are beginning to "bush-out,"
while later plantings are at a stendstill. " Yarm and drying weather is badly needed.
The seeded "leaf! acreage is all planted and above ground and "thinning" will get
under way during the week of April 20. Lettuce plents in cold frames in Pennsylvanke
are about ready to transplant wvhen fields dry out sufficiently. TFew have been
trensplanted to dete-on account of cool, wet weather. Transplanted lettuce in the
Puget Sound district of Washington is making generally good progress. However,
growth has been rather slow due to cool weather during most of early April. Trans-
planting has been heavy in the South Park area during ‘the last two weeks, and most

eerly flelas haVe now been set out.

ONIONS: Earlv Sprlng (Tex ). Harvesting was active in all early spring onion areas
o except Eaogle Pass and "ilson-Karnes during most of the past
two vweeks.: Field work was stopped by reins over part of the Coastal Bend and Raye
mondville sections during the latter part of the second week but most of the Ray-
nondville acreage had been harvestad and harvest of the early crop’ in the Cosstal
Bend was-well along. Harvest of the Coastal Bend crop has been anusually,act1Ve end
considerable acreage hes been pulled at the sacrifice of yields. Although condi-
tions during the entire period have been favoreble for active harvest in the Laredo
end part-of the 'Tinter Garden sections, many growers held back harvesting omerstions
for better yields. Both areas, however, were shipping actively around mid-April..
Progress of the Eagle Pass crops is seatisfactory but harvest in this area is not
expected to be importent until the early part of May.

Late Spring (Ca2lif., Ariz., La., Tex., Ga.) Harvest has storted in Cali-
fornia on the eerly white onion acresge in Imperial Valley

with supplies g01ng principally to West Coast markets., There will not be a sub-
stantial increase in volume of California onions until Kern County starts harvesting
about mid-ifey. OCoachella Valley will provide a light volume for local markets dur-
ing the next two weeks.” At lierced and Stocicton onions mede good progress during the
first helf of April. Iiiost late spring onion aress in Texas now heve a good moisture
reserve and temperatures the past two weeks were favorable for good plant growth.
Although much of this acreage was planted under unfavorzble conditions, mainly lack
of moisture, and crops got a slow start, some of the delay has been overcome. Most
of this yeor's acreage is in the normally later. producing sections where harvest
seldom starts until eerly June. With continued favorable growing weather productior
this year should be available at about the usual time. The Ferris section may have
e light harvest late in ilay but the bulk of the acreage will not be in production
until the ecrly part of June. - The outlook continues bright for a better then aver-
age onion crop in Georgia this year. Some harvesting is expected in late April,

reaching the peak around iiay 1.

Early Summer (8 States) 1!lost sets have been plented in the Great lieadows

: _ area of New Jersey but seeding will continue when the meadows
are dry enough. In the .important Cedarville area fields of M"easfern plants" have
about 5-6 inches of . top growth. M"Jestern sets" heve mede slower growth, and on ‘the
.uhole, the crop is moving slovly due to exces=ive ‘cold rains and cool weather.:

Late Summer (18 States) Planting in Ohio began around April 1, obout a
week earlier than last yeer. Some growers finished planting

by mid-April and with fevorable weather all the acreage should be planted by May 1.

q
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GREEN PEAS: ‘Early Spring (Celif., iiss., S.0., N.C, ) Spring peas in California are
currently aveilable from several districts along the
coast from San Luls Obispo to San Diego Counties end from Kern County and the Huron
district of Fresno County. Occasional carlots are being losded from the Nipomo-
Oceano district but much of this supply is moving to local maerkets. Harvesting got
under way in Kern County April 9 and at Huron about mid-month. These two districts
will provide the bulk of the peas to May 1. The Sacramento River district will be-
gin harvesting between Mey 5 and 10. . Quality of nees on first fields picked was

feir but has improved materially since the first few days. Crop prospects generally

are good in 2ll -districts due to favorable moisture conditions. In South Carolina,
movenent of ‘green peas had started in light volume by Apris. 15 and will de generel
during the v@ek of April 20. -

Late Sprinﬁ (6 States) In Marylend and Delawere, practically all peas
- on, the Del-iiar- peninsule were planted by April 11. Earli-
est plantlngs uere 4 to 6 inches high by April 15. All trensplanted peas in. ‘'ash-

. ington are making good. progress and staking hes been sterted on earliest fields.

liost plants are up from 6-10-inches and the condition of the vines is very good.
Plantings are limited largely to the Kent-Auburn erea, -2lthough scattered fields are

. located in the Sam1am15h Valley,: the Bellevue district, and in. the South Park-

Durranish eree..

_GRBml PEPPERS" Spring (Fla ) The condition of the pepper crop for spring harvest

'ranges from poor to good. The importsnt Pompano section
continuos to be. the: principal source of csupplics and with favorable weather, this
section is expected to continue harvesting throughout most of May. In the Ever-
glades the crop is only in foir condition, but this acreage should also continue to
provide a signlficant volume during the remainder of April end well into jfay. Light
volume: is:.also .coming from the Fort liyers section. In the Central Florida area,
the importent Plant: City section is expected to reach its peak level of vroduction
during the second half of April with the bulk of the crop moving in liay. This crop
is only in fair condition. 1In the 'ebster section, very light harvesting is in
progress, but it will be late April or early iiay before any substential volume de-
velops. Plantings =t Senford are showing some imvrovement after being retarded by
unfavorable weather. In North Florida, only foir progress is being made +ith very
little harvest expected before late May or early June.

Early Summer (%a., iiss., N.C.) Some green pepper plants were set in
 the fields in North Carolina during the week of the 7th.
Scttlnb is expected to become genoral during the le:t half of April.

COGhERCIAL EARLY IRISH PO”LTOTS' Farly Sprlng (FM2.,,Tex.) 1In Florida's importent
Hastings section, hervest is now
ectlve end peak movement is expocted from mid—Aprll to mid-ilay. Yields are good but
slightly below last year'!s cexcellent crop. At Lalrosse, the crop is generally in-
good. condltlon with light digsing expected during the second half of April. In the
Evergl~dos, a good crop is now being harve:ted from the small spring acrerge. Con-
ditions were f vornble for horvest.of the .Toxas Lower Valley crop, but supplics

\'J'

have. been 1imited - Mogt of this crop is movi by truck and in mixed cars.

Lﬂte Spring (Calif Le , liss. , Ale., Ge., S.C., Ariz., Tex., Okla.,
Ark., rnonn., N.C.) Recent warm weather has been favorable

_ for Kern County, Celifernia potatocs. Digging in the Edison district of this County

is” expected to begin about April 21. Production during April and most of Mey will
originate largely. from hdison and ¢ few errly fields in tho Arvin district. Tubers
under these: onrllest plnntings had developed slowly until c=rly in Avril. Rocent
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COMIERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES:  Late Spring (cont'd.). werm weather together with ‘
" R . e reins on April 10 end 11 stimulated

pPlent growth and brought about rapid. tuber development. -Harvest of the Louisiana

crop has begun end should be active by the latter part of April. The outlook for

the potato crop in the .Gulf Constel areas of Alabame continucs-bright. There hos

becn some minor digging, but it will be the last wegk of April before volume ghip-

ments:-begin:. Donditions in the minor North Alabema area have becn unfavorable. and

Plenting hes not been completed. In Georgia, most plantings are up and moking good

progress. In South Cerolina, excessive reins ceused the loss of little: acreage, but

~.condition of most zcreage is good. Digsing i's expected to begin about liay 15.

" Plenting of the Arkanses crop wes delayed by cold, wet weather. However, it has
turned wermer and, since therc is smple moisture in the soil, pot~toes . should make
good growth, Planting is now in progress on the Cumberland Platosu of Tennesseo.

_Plents ore ‘coming up .to fair.stends -in the Franklin-Coffee -County. area. The crop is

- ebout a week late.in the Franklin County arca but is making satisfactory growth. In
Texas, growing conditions hove been favorsble in most late spring areess Eorly-

Plented .crops that were hury by the latc March eold: spell -arc making good recovery.
tiost of the mid-season crops were plented the early:part of April, and -moisture is
genorally emple for these crops to get a good -start. Plenting in the late arcas is
cxpected to,be completed around mid-April. Condition of the North Carolina crop is
hard to determine as some of the replented acreeze is just surfacing. For that por-
tion of the crop which hes surfaced, stands are fairly oven where Plented or ro-

. Planted immediately after the heavy rains in ilearch. In the Elizabeth City section, |

the.poteto crop is meking good nrogress; however,. in the Carteret area the ecrop has

.‘madq.little,progfcss in the past two wecks due to ecool dry weather.

Summer (19 Stotes) Good progress was mode in plenting the. Texas Panhandle
o : crop. : However, during the first half of April planting in- this
orca was interrupted by the cold 'spell the latter part of Merch and completion of
this operation will be a 1little later -than usual. By mid-April most of the New s
Jersey acreng: hed. been planted. The supply of moisture is amplc and fields are in
good condition. I - . : :

r

RHUBARZ: Sﬁring (Pa.)' The reduped acreage of field grown rhubard in the Bucksgw
. : Philadelphi~ arca is coming 2long slowly dus to cool weather. Wit:
warmer weather marketings should inerease repidly in late April.

SHALLOTS: Spring (La.) Active harvest of the Loulsiana spring shallots continues
. , with good quality reported. - Cool nights have been very favoroble
for this crop. = S . - .

SPINACH: Syring (Yesh., Ve., Id., lio., Ark., Oklas., N.J., Pa., I1l.) Sceding oper-
- ations of .spring spinach hove been very limited due to poor soil
temperature'apd'rccent freezing nights in all 'ashington truck crop districts. 'in-
.tergd-over plantings ere producing a2 light. cutting novw. Seattle motor truck receipt
heve averaged between 200-250 orange box~s (20 1lbs.) per day during the first fif-
teen days of April. Volume will probably ingrezse only slightly during the last

two wccks of April. Earvost of the Arkansds’ spring spinach crop will bo prectically
complote “by Aprilil9. .Spinach now being harvestod iscof:good quality. Stands of
wintorod-over .spinach arc poor in North Jorsey..s!inter:ond spring seeded spinach in |
South Jersey has made good growth the past 1hH-deys and plants are now showing about
1-2 inches growth. The cool weethor. eand ample moisture supply has been favorable foz1

the crop in this area. Spring secded spinach in the Bucks-Philadelphia area of
Pennsylvania hes started well. Planting continucs, Light supplies of wintered-over
soinech vill be merketed during late April., Excessive moisture and below normsl
\
|
|

temperatures heve retarded growth of the spring planted spinach in Illinois. The
plents are smell end growth will be slow until the weather improves,



TRUCE CROP NEMS - 11 - TC-52: 406 April 21, 1952

'b SQUASH: Swring (Fla.) The spring squash acrecgo is gemerally in poor to fair con-
dition. A fair volumc continucs from the South Florida arca with
the Pomprno section being the principal source of supnlies. The season is about
over in these South Florida sections, but a light volume is expected for a few more
wecks. In the Central Florida area, harvesting is gencresl but yiclds are only feair.
Supplics are coming from widely scattered points with the Plent City section being
{ the most important. In North Florida, light harvesting is in progress and this
section should be in its peak production during the second half of April and carly
Hay. s ’ S

- STRAVBERRIES: Early Spring (Le., Ala., Tex., Calif.). Progress of the Louisicne
o ' crop has becn slow because of the cool weather. Ship-

ments werc on the increase during the second weck of April and thc largest recorded
movement through April.1ll4 was 20 equivalent cars on April 12. Heavy rain on April
12 causcd some rot of ripe berries. Strawberry harvest continucd from Butler and
Coneccuh Countics of Alabama and began in Chilton County the first weck of April.
The cron has becn delsyed by recurring frosts in the North Alebama area and will be
late. Strawberry production hns continued to increcase in Southern Californis during
the first helf of Abril, but due to the lateness of the scason, supplics have not

"reached the volume attained by this time last year. Further increase in production
is anticipated during the next two wecks. end during the first half of iiay a fairly

| heavy volume of berries should be moving. ' '

liid-Spring (S.C., N.C., Tenn., Ark., Okle., Kems., ikio., I1l., Ky., Va.,
o o iid., Del., Celif.) In South Carolina, strawberries are still
{ 1n good condition and a few berries hed been shipped by April 15. Volume will in-
creasé. North Carolina's strawberry crop is in good condition. Vine growth is not
excessive, so, sunshine cen reach the berries. Some weevil activity is reported.
Red spider activity has been light due to use of control measures. Light picking
| 1s under wey in the Tabor City 2rea and movement in that srea is expected to become
| heavy during the weck of the 2lst. In the allece srea hervest is expected to begin
{ ebout‘the 21st, with the peak expected about iiey 5. A cool wet spring with less than
f,_the’usual emount of* sunshine has reterded the growth of Tennessee berries. Light
1. frosts during the weck of April 7 did some injury and further delesyed the develop-
| ment of thé crop. Drought in 1951 reduced stands, perticularly in the ncw plented
} ficlds: A few berries arc expected in West Tonnessce around iley 1 with volume ship-
ments about 2 week lrter. The Portlend arce in iiiddle Tennesses will have volume
mowvcment ayoundgthe.middle of May. Below aversge yields arc expected on a reduced
acresgé. Arkensas strawberries ore making foir progress. Most fields are still
fairly ‘he~vy with bloom. iolsture supply is abundent to excessive in 211 stravberry
areas and the berrics should develop well if conditions from now on are favorable.
Volume movemcnt is not expected from the ‘hite County and Crawford-Sebastian arcas
before Hay 1 and about & weck later in Scarcy County end Northwest Arkanscs. Straw—
berries in the Gairo area of Illinois have been blooming for thc past three weeks.
Further north in the Anna srca plents have been in bloom a weck or more. Ncar Cen-
tralia the crop has not advanced as much and only fow blooms show. A number of bods
therc have not been uncovered as yet. The crop needs more sunshine and higher tome
peretures in order to develop an average or better yield. In Maryland and Delsowarc
beds generally wintered well except for some drowning out in lower spots. ilost
fields on the peninsula werc blooming by April 15 ~nd show o good set. Harvest will
begin on strawyberries in the lower San Joaquin Valley of Celifornia during the next
two weeks. Ripe and neerly ripe berries in the, Fresno orea vere demaged by a rain
cnd heil’ storm on April 9. Cerlot shipments now are cxpected to begin about April 25
in that area. A light volume is expected from thc iiodesto arca beforc iiny 1 end
the Florin district of Sacramento County will come into production shortly after liay
1. Production in the principel producing centrcl coast section will get under way
after the first of liay. Yield prospects are good.
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STRA'/BERRIES: ZLate Spring (¥.J., Pa., Ohio, Ind., N.Y,, ilich., Wisc., Iowa, Utah, '
‘Wesh., Ore.) In New Jersey, strawberry beds from
Trenton south are in poor condition. " The pest‘uinter with alterneting cold and wam
periods caused con51derable winter-kill, 2nd plents are in & weakened condition.
. Very 1little growth and devolopment had occurred by April. 15.with the exgeption of -
the Sparkle Variety which wes showing more ~dvsnced stzges of leof. dcvalopment A
sustrined meriod of ” w"rm doeys end nights are bodly nceded to. stort’ strawberry plant:
to groving. .. Strauberry beds in the southern.countics of Pemnsylvania are greening
up nicely but have developcd slowly-due: to the cool weather vhich prevailed during
errly April. 1Ia the northern counties plants hcve made very little progress to ™
dete.; In Ohio cold wet wonthgr has dele yed growth and vlents sre gztting started
mlatef‘then usual this year ‘with meny beds in.the portheastern part of the Stato
8t111 covercd 'Some new beds werc set in southern Ohio but wet weather prevented
working the ground in’ the northorn part of the State.. - Strawberry fields in western
”ﬂshington made, gpnerally satisfactory growth. during thp first two. uerks of April.
In bouthwpatern Woshlngton bloom clusters are develoning eridly, nnd prosnnt crop
prospects src favorpble Yarring frost damege during tho blossoming period. Grover
aptivity remeins heuvy in weeding, cultivation, and fertilizing operetlons liost
fields” throughout the St~te look clean and 'spring growth 1s sntisfectory Reportq
- indienrte that meny ‘flelds still show cffects of ‘last yenr's dry season. Howevcr,
-generel crop prospects will be he vily influenccd bJ weather conditions durinb thc

next six woeks.

TOUATOES' Eerly Spring (Fle., Tex., Colif.) Tho Floride spring tomatd crop éon-

" tinues to meke fair to zood progress.. In.the importent
Fort Pierce section, hﬁrVCsting is increasing and this dgrl should- got into full
production during the second holf of April. In the linnatec-Ruskin; section, light
hervesting is also.in progress, but it will be leto April b“forc volume production
is renched.. . In the 'Weuchula~Plant City soction, progress. closcly parallels condi-
tions in. the ad Joining Menuteo-Ruskin sections.  In the Immokelece.section, whore
ective harvesting is in progress, the younger plentings generally are in fair to
good condition and arc showing satisfnctonyyield prospects. In Dade County, her-
vosting is about over except for a few very latc ficlds which .are expected to con-
tinue in production, for: several - weecks 'if weather conditions aro fevor“blo. The ro-
cent cool woather has retérded progress in the arca oxtending from Webgter to lic-
Intosh.. However, most of thisccrop is in fair t6-good condition. Farliest her-
veosting is cxpected around the first of May, rcaching pesk volume after May 10. A
light daily movcment of tomntocs h2s continuecd from-the Lower Velley of Texas but
volume is still not oxpocted until the latter part of the month. Supplics that have
been evailable are from plﬁntlnbs that survived the late Fobrunry cold spell, cs-
pecinlly those thet wére in arces that were fovored by local showers or hed somec ir-
rigation. The supply of w~ter for irrigntion is still low and only thc ecrosges
ncer the source of wotor supply hove hed irrigrtion. Other arces hove had to dopenc

_on local showers which has rcsulted in plents in 211l stages of growth and some
fields with poor stends. Should favorablc rains occur soon, howcver, 2 good crop
of tomatocs could be produced in the Lower Velley. Despitc the drmrge 'in latc Fob-
-ruery ond tho limited weter supply, marketing of this yoor!s crop wes startod five
to six woeks .chced of lest yor-r's crop.  Considerable acrcrge is in f~ir condition
~nd plants heve becn holding & bloom the prst two wecks. . 'ith favorsblc devclop~-
ments £ foirly hervy tonnage could be produccd for iiey ond czrly June movement, The
supply of Collfornie tomatocs from the Nilend district of Imperial Valley is incroas
ing ond by lisy 1 ¢ good volume should be moving. Coachelle Vﬂlloy is providing =
light locnl volumc which should incrcasc considerebly ~fter liay 1. Vinos that wero ‘
pruncd beck during the winter in those Dosert d19tr1cts carry a he~vy set of fruit

which is now becoming availeble for hnrvust.
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TOHATOES: Lote Spring (Texns, La., iiss., 8.C., Go., Al2.) Prospects for the late
spring tom~to crop in Texes improved the past ‘two wecks.
Although cool nights h~ve rctarded the growth of some of the carly plentings thot
survived “the ilarch 2l frosts, most of thcse plonting: hrve favoradlc moisture con-
ditions end will rospond rapidly to woarmer we~ther. Tronsplenting in the Jackson-
ville=Tyler arce wes completed during the e=rly part of April ~nd most of this =rea
has sufficient moisture . for plents to get & good strrt. Moving of plants from the
cold frcumes to the fields is cxpected to start around April 18-21 in the Avery sce~
tion. Somc of the Yorckum nercrge th=t wes lost in lote lisrch was replanted but the
8upply of plents was very limited. In South Carolina, tr-nsplonting of tomrtoes is
precticnlly complete end the crop is in good condition. Tom~to trsnsplanting in
Georgia hos bcen completed but some replenting has been nccess~ry, following demage
from cool nights =nd strong winds. Warmer wecnthor is bzdly nceded to get plonts off
to » good~start. :

E«rl,v Summer (chllf., irk., Tenn., N.C., Va., Ky , I11., Mo. , Ohio, Ma.,
Del.) Vincs in Californin's Cutler-Orosi -district h~ve mede
good progress the pest two weeks and enrli.st ficlds ~rc now nbout 12-15 inchcs high
Polcs heve been set in the ficlds rnd growers nrc owcning the ceps on the south side
as well =~s the top. Plrnting of the uncov recd acrcage hms been completed. At iicr-
ced trrnsplenting is ~bout completed »nd ambitiots growers ~re setting poles in the
ficlds. Tom~tocs arc-being tr~nsplented to fields in south Arkensas s weathor con-
ditions pormit. This job hés.bcen retarded by wet soil. Tenncssce tom~to pl-nts
a2re m~king only feir growth in thc cold fremes ¢nd ~ro in nced of morc. sunshinc.
Sctting in ficlds will be active around April 23 vhich is cbout tho ususl d-tc.
Trensplonting of tomntoecs in North Caroline is just getting under wey. Only 2 small
proportion of the acrcrge has been set to dote. Ground preper~tion in Merylend wes
guitc goncral by April 15. Formers in the Prlnccss Anno end Allen sections oxpoct
to stort plenting about April 25. :

Loate Summcr (13 St-~tcs) A few venturcsome growers in New Jersey wcre
"spotting" ~ fow plonts to. the ficlds during the 1o .tter por't
of the WCbk of April 13-19. If wrrmer we~ther holds during the week of April 20—26
general nlﬂntlng will get undcr wey in 011 South Jercpy ~ress. '

UATERIELONS' Lete Spring (Fl-., Calif.) Tho average advanccmcnt in Florida. contin-
ues to run bchind whot is generelly considered to be nor-
mal for this timc of yerr. Opinions ~lso continu: to be th-t thc below normal con-
dition of thc crop will more then offsct the increased plentings. In the Immokaloc-
Fort ilycrs scction of South Florida, light h-rvesting continues, but should bccomo
morc active during the sccond half of the month. In the Centr-1 Florids area, Ocale
to Brrtow, the crops rrnge from poor to good. The first shipments from this arca
arc cxpceeted about May 5-10, but it will be after the middle of May beforo shlpnlng
in volumc takes place. In the Ocala-Gainosville-Hewberry-Trenton-Chiefland area,
first shipments ore cxpeccted the last of ilay.with most crops starting after the
first of Junec. In thc Live Ock areo, corly: shipments are expected around Junc 10
with most ficlds starting to harvest aftér the middlc of Junc. The acre=gc in "ost
Florida is making fair progress with most harvesting cxpected to commence ~ftor tho
middle of Junc.

Eerly Summcr (12 States) Planting of Arizon~ w~tormolons is procticolly
completed. Tho crop is st-rting niccly +ith the oxcontion o

of some heil demage in the Tolloson ~ron. However, demeo was confined to a small

arce. and the plents hove a good chonco to recover. Some improvement has occurred
over a large part of thujwr¥£rmolon arse. Good reins were roceived in some portions

of the errly scctions where moisturce has boen very doficiont =nd d~ytimc tompera-
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WATERELOHS: Ee.rly Summer (Cont'd.) turcs have been favorable for germination. ‘
' Some additional ecrcege wes being plented in the Fal-
furri°9 scctlon "nd condltlons erc favorable for octive ‘plenting in the Perrsell
arca. i.ost! of the Florcsville ond Plcesanton acrerge that wes lost in late March -
was reolr ntod the e-rly pert of April. Considerable acresge was planted in the mid-
senson. areos of contrrl end east Texas the e~rly part of April ond active pla nting
ves under way ocround the niddlc of the month. Growth of the eerly plaontings has
been slow boc use of eool nights, but most soctions have favorable moisture condi-
tiong. Plonting has boon complcted in southern arcas, apd is well underwey in con-
trel Georgio. Some dblqy in harvesting ‘is- oxpectbd ‘due to prcsont slow progrcss
of plent growth resulting from the unusually cool ond wet weather. Plonting of
watormolons hes practically been comploted’ in the Allendnle—B"rnuell area of South -
Cerolins where a little over 50 percent of the crop is up to a stond but is in only
fair condition. bliost of the crop in the Chesterficld arca of the St~ate is yct to

bo planted. .Planting of North Co rolinajs watermelon crop is now active in 2all
scctions of the State.’ ’ ' sl e .

Late chorts from Texas

SNAP BOAJS: 'Eorly Spring Crops in the Lower Valloy of Tox s made good progress and
a llght harvest wes sterting wround the mlddlo of the
month. Suppli~s from this sroa will be sveilablc in fair volume until the latter
prrt of .2y. Progress of ber ns in the arees outside ‘the Valley hes been slow be-
ceruse of cool nights and some 'of thesc 1o ter oress had to be’ roplanted bocﬁusu of
the late iiarch frosts

CABBAGE: Winter: A light movemcnt has continucd from- the Lower Valley of Texas,
but supplies are cxpocted to bo oxhwusted soon aftur thc middle

of April.

CAFTALOUPS: Hid-Summer In Texas, early blantings in the irrigctyd sections of the
Lower Valley, Larcdo =»nd “'inter Gorden mcde good progress -
during thc pest two woeks. Liost crops in these arcas survived the late Harch cold
spell, aznd eolthough somewhat retorded, arc not expccted to be too much later than
usual. Early planted crops in othor arcos--o11 non-irrigated--suffcred some damage
the latter part of sierch end moisturo is still doficient over 2 fairly large pert : -
of this ~rer. Conditions 2re frirly fovorable in most of thc mid-season areas and |
plonting hes becon active since the late march cool spell. A light plonting is '
startcd in some of the late arcos. S P

CARROTS: *finter Fairly ~ctive hcrvost has contlnued in the Lower Valley of Texas.
end it appe-rs. now that somo production will be availeble into the
carly pert of iiny. Considerable acreage remeined in the Valley the latter pert of
Merch but current supplics have been from srces thot were favorod by local showers
as wgter for irrigation wes low in most arcas of the Valley. liost of the Winter
Gerdcn crops wore expectod to bc harvestod by the middle of April.
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Temperatures were generally favorable, and good rains were received in mamy sections
the latter part of the periods Moisture was still deficient in some of the early
cantaloup, cucumber and watermelon sectionsyalso, the rains were insufficient to
replenish the extremely short water supply for the lower Rio Grande’ Valley., In
Arizona growth and maturity of vegetable crops were hastened by above normal tempera-
tures the first nine days of April. Heavy rains occurred over the Salt River Valley
the week end of April 12 and a hard hail storm struck a limited area near Tolleson,
severely damaging vegetable crops. Iarly reports indicate that nearly 1,000 acres
of lettuce were destroyed, or were so badly damaged that they probably will not be
harvestede Young cantaloup plants were also hit but are expected to recovers In
California temperatures were favorable for most cropse. Light to moderate rains
occurred during the week of April 6 in all districts except the Desert area. Growth
and harvesting of spring crops continue to be behind normal because of the cold
weather in March but recent favorable weather has benefitted vegetable crops
materially.
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BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
’ WASHINGTON, D. C. BEETS FOR CANWING
PROSEPCTIVE PLANTINGS
(Truck Crops for Commercial Processing) 1952, with Comparisons

A docrease of about 7 porcont from 1951 plantings of conning bects is indicated for
1952, according to the Burceu of Agricultural Economics. This decrcase from last
Year's plantings is indicnted by reports receivoed from beot cenners in lato March
and oorly April giving information on the acroszge they intend to contract and nlant
in 1952. The indicated State acreages for 1952 arc intorpretations of those reports
from conners based on past relationships betwoen such rcports and the acroage actue
ally plented.

‘ If thosc acroage prospocts materialize, the 1952 plentings of cenning bects will
totel 17,820 nercs. This comparcs with 19,200 acres plented in 1951 and is only
slightly more than the 1941-50 averzge of 17,700 ncres.

The purposc of this report is to assist growers and cenmnors generelly in meking such
furthor chonges in their 1952 acresge plens as mey appcar dosirable. The acrecage
actuelly planted in 1952 may turn out to be largor or smaller than indicated by
reason of weather conditions, price chenges, labor supply, finencial conditions and
tho effoet of this report itself upon processors' actions. The following teble
shows the acreages in prospect at the present time.,

——-——_-———-—._-—-—————-————_--.-_._.-—_.——-——--————————-—

) i PLANTED ACREAGES
STATE s T T T s T TS T T T T :_ _ As_percent of planted
¢ 1lO0-year : : : 10-year H
¢! average 1951 : 1952 : average H 1951
. 19)_‘-1_50 : revised " Indicated . 19)4‘1"'20 .
’ ___________ e e e - e - e — - - - ._'_ - — _.- — e — -
Acres Acres Percent
[}
New YorK..eoveose.oaei 4,740 s 3,800 § 4,700 i 99 : 124
Michigan.......eovvni 1,290 © 1,100 {1,000 i 18 § 9
Yisconsin....sye....0i 6,000 ! 8,300 : 7,900 130 : 95
Oregon................ 1,830 { 2,000 | 1,100 ! 60 § 55
Other States 1/..... 3,780 i 1,000 3,120 83 ‘ 78

- ey o - e — - e e wm e am e v e - o g

[ifornia, Cplorado, Illimois, Indiana, Iowa, Loulsiana, ilaine, Maryland,
Mimnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Utah
and Washington.
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. BUREAU -OF AGRICULTURAL ECOWOIiICS
: ' WASHINGTON, D. C. .- *° ' CUCU{BERS FOR PICKLES
) PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS

(Truck Crops for Gommercial'Proceséing) 1952, with Comparisons

An increose of about 9 percent over 1951 in the plented ecreego of cucumbors
for pickles is indio tcd for 1952,'accord1ng to the Burcauw of Agriculturel Ecopomrcs.
This indlc ted incroasc over last yearis plantings is bescd onerports roceived from
pickle packers in late ilarch and cerly April giving information on tho acreage that
thoy intendito contract and plaﬁt in 1552 Tho indicetod Stato acreages for 1952
are intorprotations of theso reports from picklo packers, besed on past relation-
ships betweon such reports and the acrcago actually plantod.

I the so early scason acreage prospocts metcrializc, the 1952 plantings of
pickllng cucumbcrs will total 165,150 acros. This comparcs with 152,180 acéres
plgntod in 1951 and a 19Y41-50 averege planting of 127,020 aores.

Abandonment of planted acreage hes averaged around 10 percent 1nnually during
the past 10 yeors. If 165, 150 acrcs aro planted, end 10 pcrcont is lost or aban- ,
doned, therec would be about 148, 600 acres for hervest. This-comperos wiph 1&0,600
acres ha rvastcd in 1951 and tho 19h1~50 ﬂvorage of 113,650 acres.

The purpose of this report is to assist growers and pickle packerq gqgerdilj
in mekinrr such’ further changes in thoir 1952 acroage plens es'ﬁay eppeor desireble.
The aereoge actually planted in 1952 may turn out to bo 1arger or sme ller then now
indicated because of weathor condltlons. price changos, lebor supply, financial
conditions, and the effect of this report:itsolf upon picklo packers! actions. Tho

follouing toble shows the acreages in prospect ot the prosont time.
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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS, 1952 with Comparisons
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STATE 10~year

¢ average

: 1941-50
Maine...eoevwvennnny 540
Massachusetts......: 860
New York.,..... coeel 1,160
[0) 7% 1= WP 2,730
Indiana.cesecevoncne: 5, 470
Illinois....... ee.: 1,250
Michigan...... ceeeet 38,660

Wisconsin.eeese.s..: 18,570
Minnesotaeesssese.s: 2,140
I0WA e veooceosennnn 1,220
Missourl....ooee..u!l 1,290

Delaware..oeeeeeees: 1,560
Meryland....eesee.o! 4,620
Virginia....e.voens! 4,990
North Carolina,....: 8,000
South Carolina.....: 1,890

Goorgla.seeee.eeas.: 5,400
TeXASeeseeeeons-n.st 4,890
Colorado.seeeesescsn: 2,550
Washington...seeev. ! 850
Oregoneessess-nresi  L,LHHO
California..cea.ee-: 3,000

Other States lj..% 13,940

— —" it et et o o mmw) o et et e et (e e e e ee e

820
1,630
1,200

2,550
3,500
400
47, 600
26, 600
2,300
520
1,000

1, 200
3,500
6, 600
12,100
4,500
6, koo
5, 300

3,000
1,000
1,750
3,500

15,210

152,180 °

’
— e e - - oo — ! - o - ee e pem e e

: :_ As percent of planted _
: 1952 : 10-year |
: Indicated average : 1951
: : 1941-50
Acres Percent
i 1,000 ¢ 185  ; 122
; 1,200 i 1o T4
1,700 147 3 1h2
3,%0 | 15 1 133
3,800 69 109
300 240 ' 75
51,000 132 3 107
29,000 156 : 109
2,500 117 b 109
500 : l10 : 96
1,100 85 : 110
1,100 : 71 92
3,500 76 : 100
6,700 : 134 : 102
: 12,700 : 159 : 105
: 4,400 233 98
: 7,500 139 117
: 5,600 : 115 i 106
L 4o00 ¢ - 165 i 1ko
1,4%0 165 140
1,600 111 f 91
: 4,200 . ‘1ho 120
b 16,750 § 120 ¢ 110
¢ ' 165,150 130.0 é. 108.5

- — — — — — — — - —— " — - o — — - b —
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;/ Alabama, Arizona, Arkensas, Connecticut, Florida, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana,
iiississippl, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,
South Dakota, Tennessee and Utah.
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 WASHINGTON, D. C. TOiLIATOES FOR PROCESSING
‘ PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS
(Truck Crops for Commercisl Proccssing) 1952, With Comparisons

Intentions to plant roports on processing tomatocs indicate o reduction of 11 per-~
cont in the acrcage for processing in 1952, the Burcau of Agricultural Economics
recported today. This indicated decreasc from last year's acrcage is based on re-
ports rceceived from procossors late in llarch and eorly in April giving information
on thc acrcage that thoy intend to contract =nd plant in 1952. The Stote acreoages
i for 1952 arc interprotations of reports from proccssors and are based on past ro-
lationships between such intentions reports and the acrcage actually plented.

If these carly-scason acreage prospects materialize, the 1952 plentings of procoss-
ing tomatoes will total hlB,lOO.acres. This couparcs with the revised estimoto of
466,220 acres planted in 1951 and a 1941-50 average plenting of 514,200 acrcs.

Abandonment of planted acreage sveraged azbout Y percent annuslly during the most
rocent 10-ycer period. If such a loss occurred on the indicated 415,100 acros,
about 398,500 acres would be harvested in 1952. This compares with U458,130 acres
harvestod in 1951 and a 1941-50 average of 493,300 acres.

The harvest of 398,500 acres, with a yield ih line with the 10=ycar avcrage of
6.10 tons vor acre would result in a production of 2,430,850 tons. The 1951 ro-
vised production estimate is Y4,503,890 tons, vhile the 1941-50 average production
is 2,929,200 tons. :

The purposo of this report is to assist growers and processors generally in making
such further changes in their acreage plans as may appeer .desirablc. The acreage
actually plented in 1952 mey turn out to be lerger or smellor than indicated by
reason of weather conditions, and thc effoet of this report itself upon procossors!
actions. The following tablo shows the aereage in prospect at tho present time.
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~ PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS, 1952, with Comparisons ~ T @
. PLANTED ACREAGES
T :_ As_percent of planted _
STATE ¢ l0-year : ' ' v ¢ lO-year :
! average @ 1951 : 1952 ! average : 1951
: 1941-50 1 revised  : Indicated : 19U1-50 . : 4
- . Acres - - Acres : : Percent
New York...........3 24,000 ; 20,500 ; 17,100 ; 71 . gl
New Jersey.........: 34,500 .+, 35,300 - 36,000 - 104 : 102
Pennsylvania.......: 28,500 : 24,500 : . 2L,500 : 86 : 100
OBL0. e, i 28,500 : 19,200 : 23,000 : g1 b 120
Indiana...... ees.ee: 94,100 i T1;000 61,000. : 65 d 86 .
Illinois......... o i.11,400 1 134600 . 10,500.: .. 92 - i 83
Michigan,..........: 7,600 - ! 94100 - 8,900. ;. 117 " 98
Wisconsin.ssee.van. i 1,700 1,500 . i .900-¢ . B3 : 60
IoWAeeoesceaonenasa: 3,200 1,900 1,500 47 ' 79
Missouri............ 13,200. : - .6,800 i - 5,500 ! Lo : - . 8L
Delaware...........:. 10,300 i 4,150 . 3,900 ! 38 ol
Maryland.o-. R E B 1“'8.100 E 31.”‘00 5 29. 200 E 61 ' 93
Virginiae.oeeeoeo... 27,100 18,600 13,000 4g ; 70
South Carolima.....: 2,900 : 4,500 . 3,600 w4 1 80
Flordda..se..ee... : 3,500 7,200 : 6,500, : 186 E 90
Kentucky............ M,€0 . . 1,800 | 1,50 i -3 . . 8
Tennessee.......f.. : 6’200 E . 2')400 N : 2,,5005 )40 : ‘E 10)'"
Arkansas.. .......... 17,700 11,000 10, 800 61 ; 98
Oklahoma. evv.vessavi 2,200 ! 500 400 : 182 ; 80
TOXAS. evevovennnns . 18,000 18,500 20,000 ; 1 108
Colorado..s...e....: 4,500 © 3,800 3,600 : 80 § 95
Utah..ovevevnoennns : 7,700 7,700 7,400 96 ; 96
Celifornia.........: 109,600 : 148,300 & 120,000 : 109 ; 81
Other States 1/..: 4,900 | 4,070 i 3,800 | 78 g 93

U. S. TOTAL........5 514,200 ¢ 466,220 ¢ 115,100 ¢ g0.7 ¢ 9.0
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l/ Alabama, Arizona, Connecticut, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, liinnesota,
liississippi, Nebrakka, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oregon, Washington, and
‘Jest Virginia.






