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conditions for-development of epring’vegetable crops improved considerably in

most States the last half of April, the Bureau of Agricultural.Economics renorted
today,.” Warmer weather dur ing the last week of April in all Eastern and Central
.States helped to offset previous slow development end delays in planting, Showers
in most areas of Texas and additional rains in California brought. further relief
to dry soil conditions, In Florida, however, locally heavy rains caused some
damage to crops near harvest stage,

The overall effect of the locally heavy rains in Florida was a loss in potential
-production and a reduction in quality of such crops as tomatoes, cucumbers,
pemers, beans and squash, In spite of these losses, a good volume of shipments
is expected to continue during the first half of May, with seasonal increases in
sweet corn, potatoes, tomatoes and watermelons offsetting seasonal declines in
snap beans, cabbage and squash, :

Prosnects for spring vegetables in Texas improved in practically all areas as a
result of warmer temperatures and showers in late Anril, The showers were
especially beneficial to the ‘north Texas onion crop and to east Texas tomatoes,
South Texas onions matured rapidly with warm weather during the .last week of Anril,
Development of ‘most early spring crops in Texas i5 still three to four weeks later
than usual, but progress of mideseason and late spring crops is only slightly
behind the usual schedule, o

Cool weather in' Califormia during the last half of April retarded developmemt of all
vegetable crons, and resulted in relatively light marketings during the period,

Crop prospects for hon-irrigated vegetables in the coastal districts of  southern
Celifornia were substantially improved by late Arril rains, In Arizona, weather
during the last half of April was mostly cool and ocloudy with & sharp drop in
temoeratures at the end of the monthy Vegetable crops generally are in good
conditién,  Hard freezes ‘in Washington around Aoril 20 severely damaged soring

gegetables, partioularly carrots, cauliflower and spinach and some cantaloups under
otoaps, '

Throughout .the Ee'stern and North Central States temperatures Tose sharply about
AF_H‘il 26 to above normal levels which held throurh the rest of the month, The
highe r temeratures stimulated germination and development of early planted crops
nd helped to dry out wet soils which have delayed field work and planting in the
Yorth Central States, So0il moisture is adequate in the Atlantic States from New
Jersey to Georgia,
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ARTICHOKESy (Calif,) Supplies will remain light for the balance of the season,

Growers will soon begin to cut their vines and cultivate fields iy
preparation for the 1951.1952 season, . A light production from a few fields
maintained for summer harvest will continue for several months, These supplies
will be utilized locally for the most gart and it will be September before new
orop buds will be available im volume for the carlot tredes.

ASPARAGUSy Late Spring (calif,, Oreg,, Wash,, S,C,) The shipping season in
california has been practically completed and the balange
of the orop will be utilized prinoipally by processors, Supplies will ocontinue |
to be available in volume for loeal markets for another 60 days, In Washington
freezing nights during the last half of April halted harvest in all produeing
arées for a week or ten days, By April 30 cutting had been resumed in most fields
and production was gradually approaching normal volume again, The percentage of
grass grading No, 1 has been less than normal to date, but quality will improve
with consistent good weather, There has been no shortage of labor for harvesting
the crop, In South Carolina, cutting:is expected to be over by mideMay, Most of
that now being cut 1s going to canneries,

late Springy (Md,, Del., N.J.,, Pa., Mass{, Wich,, Ill,, Iowa, N,Y,) A smll

amount of asparagus was cut fof the fresh market in Maryland. and
Delaware during the last week of Aprile-about the same time. as last year,
Favorable weather and soil oond itions have resulted in good qu’ltivatidn of beds,
In New Jersey, the Swedesboro and Pedrioktown Auctions opened ¢nm April 25th, This
is about a normal date but is nearly two weeks earlier than that of last year,
Supplies increased rapidly and heavy volumes are now available in all production
areas of southwestern Jersey, Production prospects appear very favorable,
Moisture is ample and processed asparagus is in great demand, A . large increase
in plenting of new beds is évident this spring, In Pennsylvania, a light move.
ment started at the end of Apri 1l from the Bucks Bounty aoreage, The scattered beds
in the southeast are pushing rapidly with the wermer weather and by May. 10 harvest
should be in good volume, .In Erie county, beds are being prepared but spears are
not showing yet, Condition of beds in Michigan is reported as good b"x;t, spears are
not showing, Harvest is not expected to begin urtil mid-May, In New York, light
cuttings will be available on Long Island and in the lower Hudson Valley . during
the week of May 7, but most beds on the colder soils in other areas of the State
have not broken ground, .(See page 21 for late report from Illinois)

LIMA BEANS; Spring (Fla,, Ga., S.C.) Supplies from Florida during the first half
of May w i1l continue to oome from late plantings in the |
Pompano section and the spring acreage in the Everglades, Volume during this |
period is expected to show a further decline as these 6rops are picked out, A
very smll aoreage of Fordhooks in the Plant City seotion will supplement this
volume, In North Florida, the crop in the important HawthorneMeIntosheLaCrosset
Starke area is generally in fair cond@ition having made considerable improvement in
recent weeks, The first harvesting is expected around May 15, but it will be
May 2025 before any material volume develops with the peak shipments ocourkring
around the first of June, The Georgia crop is about two to three weeks.later then
normal on acoount of the cold Epringe There has been a slight improvement in the
condition of the South Carolina crop, Shipments are expeoted to _'D.egin;-.,in early
June, inoreasing in volume by June 15, : :

Summery (N.C., Md., ¥.J,, N.Y.) In Maryland, a few Fordhook limas .broke through
the ground when the first WOt weather of the spring arrived during the
last week of April, Cool weather prior to this hot spell caused oonsiderable’
damage to seed and replanting became general, Conditions of soil end moisture &ré

favorable,
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SNAP BEAVSs Barly Spring (Tex., Fla,} In Toxas,.supplies are-available in all
—_ ' T areas of the Lower Valley, Movement is by trucks or
in mixed cars, Crops in the later aress, practically all noneirrigated plantings, |
are in fairly good oondition, Some of the earliest plantings will furmnish a light
harvest starting early in May, Supplies in Florida, which were rather heavy during
the seeond half of April, are airrently in £5od volume, but should decline rather 1
raoidly as the month progresses with only light supplies available after the !
)

middle. of May.fﬁ,Harv.e}sting is completed in the Rompano and Homestead .sestions of
south Florida, The important Everglades section reached its peak during the
second half of April, but with favorable weather, will continue to be one of the
'p;;ippipal, sources of supplies during the first half of May, ‘Harvesting in the f
central-Florida erea, which is composed of the Senford, Webster, and Plant City \
sections, has also passed the. peak harvesting period, but these sections will
eontinue to furnish some volume during the first half of the month, The crop in
~ the Gainesville area of north Florida is generally in poor to good condition, 3
Aqti#e. harvesting of thi,'s oron started the last week of April end should be in its |
peak the first 10 days of May, with some shipments continuing until around the .
middle of the. month,. Harvesting of pole beans is near completion in Dade County, il
The heavy rains in the Plant City-Manatee area caused considerable demage by
lowering yields and quality, ) :

Md-Springy (Calif,, La,, Miss,, Ala,, Ga,,~S,C,) In California, cool weather
T during the last two weeks of April held bast Tarvast in the“Coachella
Velley end snap beans are not yet in plentiful supply, During the past few days,
harvest has begun on early bush beans in Sen Diego County, Boath Coachella Valley
and Sen Diego County will provide inereasing supplies during the next two weeks
providing temperatures are normal, Dyring the first half of May there should also
be a few fields of beans available for harvest in the San Joaquin Valley,

Production from these warious distriots will be utilized almost entirely by
(alifornia markets, Condition of the Louisisna orop has improved during the past
two weeks, and a light harvest is expected TO begin around May 10, Mississinpi
snep bean prospeocts improved with warmer weather during the last week of Anril,
Advancement of the erop averages about two weeks later then -normal, with picking
expected to start about May 16, and peak movement probable during the week

starting June 4, 1In Gsorgia, early plantings have made little progress in vine
growth due ta cold weather In the early spring, Very poor quality and yields will
b harvested from thiis early planted aoreage, Later plantings are looking good
vith mioch better yields and quality -expected, South Carolina snap beans are in
good conditi on, Shipments are expeoted to begin about May 10 and reach peak

uring the week of May 20, : : : T

late Snringy: (N,C..-, Ark,, Va,) North Carolinat's. orop is up in all areas but I
. condition is variable, Continued cool weether has retarded growth
to some extent, espmoially in the northern part of the area, Some replanting was
Recessary due to seed rotting in the ground and stands generally are rather snotty,
Harvest §s expected to begin about May 20 in the Carteret area, with peak movement |
around May 20, In the Curritueck area, picking will begin in a light way about '
"ay 28 and become general about dJune le In Arkanses planting is just getting

started {n the Northwest end many area are still no planted in the Van Buren

Area, pew fields are up to a stend, .However, with the.turn to warmer weather and

Sectiong on May 1, Unseu:sonably, cool weather during the second and thirgd weeks “
of Apriy retarded germination tut warmer weather and rains during the last week
“f April greatly benefited the oron,
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SNAP BEA'Sy - (Continued) Earty Summer (Md., Del., N.J., N.Y., Pa., I11,) Rarly
: snap beans in Wicomico and Somerset counties and around Bzanltlmol'e in
arvland were-about all planted by the end of the month, 'First planted fields
Were above ground and ready for the first cultivation, High temperatures during
the last week of April greatly: 1mproved oconditions, - The early crop on the Eastep
ghore is about:4 inches high, In New Jersey, planting has been completed except
in some north Jersey areas, The Burlington County fields-are just beginning t,
break through the ground while some early plantings in Cumberland Gounty are 2
inches high, :

R : - : 4
BEETSy .Spring (La., Se C.,, N, C., Ve, ) Heavy movement of SOuth Carolma?s orop !
started around April 253 it was exoected to reach peak about My |
and be over by mideMay, Yield and quality are good,- The crop in North -Carolma
is in good condition, While a very light harvest began the last wee pril,
it 15 not exnectod to become general until May 15, with peak movement around Hay
. 26, . Virginiat's .orop- made slow growth during the thlrd week' in April because of
bel ow"rTb"_T_'E—mperatures but warmer weather and sufficiemt: moisture during the
last week of April improved prospects, Growers of transplanted beets on irrigate
aoreage expect to start pulling about May l4.and harvest of field seeded beets
will begin around May 25, Most of the acreage is located around Driver and
Churchland in Nansemond County, end around Craddooclk, Deep Creek and Fentress in
Norfolk County, In New Jersey,, growth was, rather slow.until the last.week of
April when warm suiny days arrived, -The orop is in good condition with some
fields in the Vineland area (Cumberland County) being 2 inches tall, » Blanting oo
tinues in the northeast Jersey market garden sections, Early beets are up and
making good progress in:the BucksePhiladelphia area of Pennsylvanm. ‘Fater -
. plantings are also,.in good conditlon. . A ,

BROCCOLI} orlng (Calif D). A moderate volume is. belng produced both in the Salin
B . and Semta Maria distriots.but the end of the season is drawing
near and produotmn during the next two weeks is expected to continue its seasonal
decline. Broocoli plants in the Bucks-Phlladelphia area of Pennsylvanla ‘are in
good ocnst1on, : -

CABBAGEy - Wint er., (@qlif., Arlz., Texe, Flas) A: cons:Lderable acreage planted for
. v .18pring harvest in various southern Califomia districts is now
belng cut qnd supplies are: plecnt1ful at the present time, While the bulk of the
production is being consumed logally, several cdrs daily are being loaded -
prmoipally jn.San Diego &nd Ventura Counties, Some cabbage is also moving in
mixed cars, Production is not expected to show any particular ohange in ‘the next
two weeks, The acreage of cabbage remaining for harvest in Florida is generally
in fair to good.condition; Considerable abandonment has taken place due tb market
conditions.and.only the best quality is being harvested, Diring the seoond half
of April the volume of shlpments deol ined materially from the-peak .levels reached
in late March end. early April, This volume will continue to decline as the:seasm
" progresses, but -liberal sunplies will continue available in practically all. of the
major produon.ng sections during the first helf of May, with 11ght supplles expeot
to be avgilable throughout the remamd er of ‘the month,

nr

Early Snnng,; (La., IMiss., Ala,, Ga., 8.C.) The Missmsipp1 crop ‘is now growiné-
. well,: and.yield prospects have improved, Movement began May 1,
is expected to oontlnue through May, Peak movement is -likely during the: week -

starting Nay 21, although no period.of heavy movement is expeoted because of the
mch smaller than usual acreage, and the more them usual variation in advarc ement
of the crop, Harvest is underway in Mobile County Alabama, Yields are ,gaod but’
the acreage is small as a result of the February freeze, Cutting is expeoted o
completed in about 2 weeks, Cabbage of very good quality is being harvested in
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CABBAGE¢ Early Spring (Con'd,) in southern Georgla areas, with volume movement 1
e expeoted during early WMay, . Ample supplies of good quality '
are available in South Carolina, but movement has been lighter than anticipated |
vecause of recent market conditions, Shipments are expected to continue through
most of May, tut the quantity moved. will depend upon market requirements,

late Springy (N,C., Ve., Md., Tenn,, Ky,, Ohio, Mo,, Wash,) Condition of North
-_ Carolinats crop is quite variable, About 10 percent of the Grop is
rmning to seed this year, 1In the Carteret area cutting of round Dutch began in

a light way May 1, and will become. general May 7, with peak movement. expected
’around May 16, Condition and quality are excellent, Copenhagen cabbage is late
mnd in poor condition with ragged stands, Harvest in the Pamlico~garteret area
will begim about May 25, 1In the Currituck and Weeksville areas cool weather has
retarded growth and condition is only fair, Harvest will begin about May 14, but
volume movemsnt is.not expeoted.until May 25, The Virginia orop grew slowly during
most of April due.to unseasonably cool weather, Thg Westhor warmed up in late . [
April end oabbage was growing rapidly around May 1, Cutting will begin somewhat !
later than usual, starting about Mey 14 in lower Northampton County end the !
Norfolk Sections, and about May 25 feom Accomck, morth, Warm, bright weather has i
‘imroved Tennessee prospeocts considerably, Most growers have been able to give ‘
‘their fields & cultivation, Stends are none too good, however, end plant sizes ‘
}are uneven, - In Kentucky, plants are growing nicely after a late start, Trense

planting to the Tlelds In southeast Ohio was about completed by April 20 and the

crop is about two weeks later than usual, Cabbage made rapid growth during the

last week of April and generally looks good, in spite of the cold wet weather

during the earlier part of the monthe Frosts on April 21 killed some of the

spring cabbage in the Walla Wwalla area of Washington and left the rest in poor

condition, The most advenced plants in western Washington withstood the frost

very well, but younger plants received a bad setback-awith meny leaves frozen and -

yellowed, Most of the plants are expected to recover, but harvest dates will be -
delayed,

farly Sumers (N.J,, N.Y., Ga., Ind,, -I11., Iowa,) In New Jorsey practically all
early fields have been planted except in the Budd Lake area

(Morris County), = Due to cool, .cloudy days growth was slow until the last week of
April, The Budd lake ares normally plants late because of its cooler elimate,
Eerly transplanted cabBage is now making good growth in the early areas of Long
Islmd, New York, In the localemarket areas of upstate New York transplanting was
delayed by coIa, wet conditions but became aetive during the last week of April, -
Some north Georgia cabbage is being set to the fislds under favorable conditions,

(colo,, Utah, N.Mex,, Minn,; Ohio, Pa,, Va,, N,C,, Ohio) Transe
planting of early oabbage is well along in the Denver-Brighton
ection” of northern Colorado and.around Canon City in the upper Arkansas Valley,
vever, the weather Ras been too cool for normal growth, In Ohio, the early
lantings in Lorain County made very -little.growth up until the last week of April
dare two to three weeks later than last year, Most of the acreage of late
imer cabbage for market will :be in the fields by the middle of May, Some early
abbage was set out during the latter part of April in all areas of Pennsylvania,

ANTALOUP S, Spring (Calif,, Fle,, Ariz,) Cantaloup plantings in the Desert

by

\ . . Aareas of California have been retarded by the 600l weather ,
at has Prevailed during the past two weeks, Picking is continuing on the few

Sh covered Plantings in the Imperial Valley but the production from these

0: S has s0 far consisted of small sized mel ons which have been put up in flats
coast markets, A few orates of melons will be picked from earliest paper

ered fields around Brawley during the first week in May f or coast markets but

2 2
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CANTAIOUPS: Spring (Cont'd,) it will be the second week of the montheepossibly
as late as May l0==before the first ocar will be loaded,
Normal temperatures during the next two weeks could bring on a heavy voluine of
melons for harvest during the last half of May tut continued ocool weather will
cause volume to develop slowly, Crop prospects in the Imperial Valley are good gt
the present time despite the presence of some disease, Quality is expeocted to i
better than in 1950, It is not likely that cantaloup harvest will begin at Blythe
this year until after June 1, The spring centaloup crop in Florida has made fair
to good progress during recent wesks but is still somewhat delayed from the pro.
lonred conl weather, The principal aoreage of this crop is in the area around 1
Oxford, Bellview, Ocala, Williston, and Newberry, with scattered plantings in
Central, South, and extreme North and West Florida, Harvesting is just gettinp
under way on the small acreage in the Immokalee section of South Floride and is
expected to start in the area around Ocela during late May, reaching its peak
during the early part of June, Most: of the acreage is planted to Halgr‘,s Best and
shipments will be mde monthly in bulk, Spring cantaloups in the Yuma/%% Arizona
are coming along nicely and first shipments are ‘expeoted around the middle of Way,
Some of the vines were whipped by strong winds' during the last few days of April,
and had to be untengled by hand, but little actual damage has been reported,

Early Summerg (Nev., G&,, S.C., Ariz,) Progress of the Georgia ocantaloup orop ha
‘ been slow due to the unusually cool nights 93“'1-1'u"d-April. Stands
are reported irregular and much replanting has teken place, with some fields
abandoned snd planted to other field orops, In South Carolina, planting of early
summer cantaloups has been completed except in the Pageland area which is two to
threo weeks later than other areas, Stends are reasonably good tut cool weather
end w ind has retarded growth, The early summer orop in the Salt River Valley of
Arizona is developing well under generally favorable weather conditions although
The oool weather during the last week of April may slow growth to some. extent,
Planting is practioally completed in this area, ‘ :

Mid-Surmmerg (12 States) 1In the Sen Joaguin Valley of Ccalifornia,weather so far
this spring has benefited early planted cantaloup fields although
temperatures have been cool during the last half of April, Early fields are up
stand and are reported to be making satisfactory progress, The.absenc e4of rains
during March end in the first three weeks of April was benefioial as it enabled
growers to obtain satisfactory stands in early fields without having to replant
due to crusting which usually follows rains in the West Side seotion, However,
rains whioh have fallien in that section during the past ten days.are probably goir
to make it necessary to replant some of the mideseason fields, In Texas,
cantal oup prosvects improved in the seomnd half of April, especielly during the
last few days of the month, Irrigated plantings in the Lower Valley, Laredo and
Winter Garden sections have made splendid vine growth end were blooming profusely
with conditions favorable for & good set, A few fields in the Winter Garden that
escaned damage from the mid-March frosts are expected to furnish a light harvest
around May 12«14, and a small acreage in the Valley will be in production around
mid-May, Most of the Laredo plgntings are not expected to be in production until
the latter part of the month, Crops in the non-irrigated early areas, although
about three weeks late, are improved, considerable. acreage in the mideseason ares
is well advanced and planting of the late crops was practically completed,
Arkensas, very few cantaloups have been planted but a considerable aoreage wi
Probably be put in during the first week of May, In Colorado some early varietiéf
have been plantod in the important Arkensas Valley T Warmer weather and moistur

are badly needed at this time for germination,
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(ARROTSy* Winter (Calif., Ariz,, Tex., La.,) Hervesting of winter carrots continues
— T active in the Imperial Valley-:of California where the deal is
pproaching the cleaneup stage, Shipments are expected to begin their decline
quring the next two weeks and total loadings during May should be considerably
Jighter then. in other years, Quality of tops in some fields has declined and this
doondition is reflected in the increased loadings of topped carrots, Fields which
daro suitable -for bunohing are producing good quality tops and roots, .Sizes are
running heavy -to medium and large due principally to the advanced condition of the
crop. P e

foringy - (Calif,, Ariz,) Spring oarrots in all districts of California have made v
satisfactory progress and are at a normal stage in Their development for
b1;s season of the year, Salinas will probably have a few carrots at or near har=
vost staga shortly after-May 20, However, volume of spring carrots produced in

jay in this and other districts will be limited, Plantings in the San Joaquin
jalley; the urea whieh has generally provided the bulk of the new crop carrots
Huring Mey in past ysars, are very limited this spring, Volume supplies will
briginate from Salinas and Oxnard in June but production willb e well under the
lovel s of recent yqars due to the redaction in spring acreage, Only a few cars of
pring carrots” are. moving from Arizona at present with Yuma out of the deal '
ntirely, Volume movement probably will not start until around mid-month,

umers  (N,J., N,Y., Ohio, Cola@,) Growth of New Jersey carrots was rather sl ow
until the last week of April, Fields in the Vineland area of Cumberlend
fomty are about one inch high, Rlanting still continues in the Great Headows and
ortheast Jersey sections, In Ohio temperatures and moisture conditions during
he last week of April have been favorable for growth of the young oarrot plants,

JULIFIOWFRs  Early Spring (calif,, Oreg,) Production of spring cauliflower in

. California has shown a rapid decline during the past
jon days due partially to cool weather and partially to the tapering off of the
arvesta§e?§cpa. stSome further decline in production is anticipated during the next
o weeks /for Ehe carlot trade is completed in the San Francisco Bay- area, Most of -
he supplies during this period will be originating from the Santa Maria distrjct,
bality is beginning to deocline as it always does late in the season, '

pto Springy  (Wash,) In Washington, caulif}ower fields were hard hit by the

freezing weather around April 20-in the BRothellsWoodinville-Redmond
Foa of King County, : A large part of the acreage in this area is being replanted,
fovers report that there is danger of the rem ining:plants going to geed when they
bart to mature, In the Auburn<Kent district, plants were further advanced and

prege was less, The ground is now in good ocondition for replanting and for setting
it later plant ings,

mmer ¢ (TN.J»./, N.Y,, Colo,) In New Jersey, some "frame" cauliflower may be ready
for harvest by May 20thy However the outdoor orop progressed rather

Porly until the warmer weather arrived in late Spril, Good stands are reported

[ Most growers, Practically akl of the summer orop is grown in the northeast

et garden seotion, In Colorado, some early transplanting is under way around

ver and Canon City, Plants Tor the principal Colorado deal in the important

! luis Valley will be set. in May, Water shortage in the latter area is very

tleal and is oxpectdd to result in a reduction in the acreage planted this year
Costi_lla County, . = . ' )
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CELERY: Spring (Fla., calif,) The spring celery acreage remaining for harvest iy
Florida is generally in fair to good condition, A small percent.
age of the acreage 16 still showing some seeders, but the majority of the crop is.
free of this condition, The locally heavy rains during mid-April caused slight
demage to the orop and some abandonment was necessary, but where these rains were
not excessive, the yields were ganerally inoreased by this added moisture, Hara
vesting continues at a high level and the acreage remaining for harvest during the
balance of the season is siightly more than at this time last year, Harvesting of
the sand land acreage at Sanford is finished and practically complete at Sarasota,
Cutting on the acreage in north Florida started the week of April 23, Supplies

are now coming from the Everglades, Oviedo, Zellwood, and north Florida sections, q
Soring celery production in the Venice-Sawtelle district of California has not
expanded as rapidly as normal due primarily to market conditions, Growers have
been delaying harvest, hoping for some improvement in the price of this orop, The
delay in harvest has enabled mature fields to take on more size and packs are
running fairly large at ths present tims, Quality being produced from the Venice

deal continues excellent,

Surmerd (N,Y., NoJ., Ohio, Mich,, Oreg., Calif,) In Orange County, New York,
- warmer weother during the last few days of April speeded up developgment
of early celery grown under sash, paper and cloth, Some celery was transplanted
to open fields as early as mid-April and transplanting has continued with no
interruption, About 75 mereont of the total Orange County.acreage was set by
May 1, No frost damage has been reported to date, In New Jersey planting of the
early oelery crop has been completed in both the Paramus (Bergen County) and
Great Meadows (Warren County) sections, Good progress was made during the last
weelk.of April, ' In Ohio, planting of the celery crop was general by April 25 and
a good portion of the covered celery in Portage County was set by iMay 1, Planting
of the early celery crop will be completed soon after midsMay, Field planting of
early summer celery has begun.in tho lMuskegon end southwest sections of Michigan,

SWEET CORNgy  Spring (Fla,, Tex., Calif,) The condition of the spring corn &rop in
' Florida is irreégular with most of the acreage in the main
producing sections in Tair To good condition, @he cool weather has generally re-
tarded the growth of the crop, particularly in the Central and North Florida areas
and harvesting has been delayed, In the importent Everglades section, the peak
level was reached during the last week of April, but a good volume is expected to
continue from this section during the first half of May with harvesting on soms
late acreage continuing until'early Jume, Harvesting is in progress in the West
Coast and Wauchula-Plant City sections, Much of this acreage is showing the
effects of excessive rain and yields dre genherally expected to be reduced, The
earliest harvesting in the important Zellwood section is expected to start the
week of May 7 with a fair volume developing around the middle of May, and the peak
movement should occur during late May and early June, Light harvesting has
started from a few early fields in the Winter Garden-Sanford-Leesburg area, but it
will be around May 10 before any material volume develops from the Senford,
Winter Garden areas, The acreage in north Florida is expected to start around
the week of May 21 with the bulk of this crop moving the last week of May and the
first week in June, Prospective production of Texas sweet corn .continues late in
all areas, Crops in the irrigeted Lower Valley section, usually in produotion
starting in early Anril, have made slow growth and the acreage this year is very
light, An oocasional field may furnish a light harvest the early part of May,
but most crops do not promise production until around the middle of the month,
Under normal conditions, some of the early section outside of the Valley are in
production by this time, Crops in these later areas have made slow geowth as &
result of cold weather and are not expected to be in production until the early
part of June, Solid carlot movement is not expected to be heavy this year from
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SWEET CORNg - Bpring (Cont'd,) any of the producing areas, A steadily increasing
- o volume of sweet corn has been moving from the Coachella Valley
of California during the last half of April, but cool weather .during the period °
has delayed maturity in most fields and harvest schedules are behind those of last
year, Harvest volume will expand materially during the first half of May but tem-
peratures will govern the rapidity of increase, With normal temperatures, the
Coachella Valley should begin producing a heavy volume betwesn May 10 and 15,
Limited suoplies of sweet com are also available from early fields in the Imperial
Valley. ’ . .

summers (N,J., N.Y,, Pa,, Va,) In New Jersey, early fields are 3 inches high in
— . the Beverly area (Burlfmg'mﬁfs, but planting continues in north
Jorsey; Beverly-  growers report excellent stands, In New York, considerable

gweet corn Was planted during the last week of April in @arly .areas of the Hudson
Valley and in-the localemarket sections of the State, Field preparation is making
good progress in“the mainecrop sections of the Hudson Valley, A few fields of.
sweet corfl are planted in southeastern Pennsylvenia where a sizeable aoreage of
this crop is expeoted to be planted this year, Planting of Virginia sweet corn
acreage in the commercial producing Eastern Shore-Norfolk Seotion has been come
pleted and corn is up to good stands in meny fields, Preliminary indications are
that sweet com acreage will be slightly larger than in 1950,

CUCUMBERS: Early Spring (Fla,, Tex.) Supplies of Florida ocucumbers reached
heavy proportions during The second half of April when
practically all producing sections in south and central Florida started active
larvesting, Heavy abandonment ocourred in practically all areas and many fields
wsre disced up or abendoned after one-fourth to one-half of the potential pro-
duction was harvested, In the Wauchula, Palmetto, Plant City, and Fort Pierce
seotions, excessively heavy local rains caused extensive damage to fields on low
ad poorly drained land, Harvesting in the Fort Myers and Immokelee sections was
generally discontinued around the first of May, This same condition prevailed

in the Fort Pierce, Pompano, end Homestead seotions, however, indications were that
som harvesting would be resumed in the Fort Pierce and Homestead sections if
rarket conditions warrent, Some fields have also been abemdoned in the Palmetto,
Ruskin, Weuchule, and Plant City sections, but harvesting is expected to continue
from the better fields in these sections throughout the middle of May and possibly
he entire month, depending on weather and market conditi ans, The Webster, Center
Hill, and Winter Garden crops suffered some damage from rain, but the crops as a
Whole are generally in fair to good condition, Harvesting is now at its peak and

gmerally in very good condition with the first harvest expected altound May 10

ith & good volume around May 20, The acreage in the Blountstown-Althea section
of west Florida is reported to be making fair progress and is expected to start
_light harvesting by May 15-20;" In Texas most orops of spring oucumbers have shown
omsiderable improvement the past two weeks considering effects of continued cool
;ights end strong winds, Crops have made fairly good vine growth as a result of
armer daylight temperatures and light showers, although all sections will need
fiditional moisture to assure moderate yields, Stands are fairly good in some
fields, but windbreaks have not been strong enough to prevent some loss of plants
?ﬂ all sections, A heavy bloom started the latter part of April, A small acreage
i1 the Riviera section was expected to furnish some production starting the first
fow days of May, but harvest of the main orop is not expeoted to start until

round May 10, Crops at Ingleside show promise of holding a good set but are not
pected o be in production until about mid-May, Even with favorable conditions
® remainder of the season, active rail movement from this yeart's acreage is not

;pected to last over two weeks, Supplies for loocal markets may continue into
® early part of June, -
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CUCUMBERS, (continued).~nate spring (La,, Ala., Ga,, 8.C¢; 'N,C., Ark,, Calif,)
- =7 - The spring cucumbexr orop i Alabama wil] b
late due to unfavorable weather: conditions at planting time, Most of the fielqg
were replented and are now up to.good stends, Harvest is expected to begin thg
latter part of May, The Georgis ‘cucumber crop is reported*to be later than norn),
A lmte start and poor stands are expected to reduce yield prospects,;:The late
soring crop in South Carolina has shown some improvement during the last two weg,
and 1s now congidered in good condition in most areas, Movement is -expected t0. .
begin about May 21, Planting of North Carolinasa fresh market cucumbes &creags i
virtually complete, Somo growers had to reéplant due to seed rotting in the groy
Cool nights have retarded growth, Stands are generally good, Some damage has beey
caused by ocucumber beetls but control measures are being-used. effectivelyo Some
damping off has oscurred but deamage is not seriocus, Some oucumbers-are.up in
southwest Arkansas, but many dores remain to- bé plantedy :Due to unfavorable
prices in Tecent years and disease, growers :in ‘soutlwestern. counties-are losing
interest in cukes and some are going to quib. raising them; -However, -a. number of
famers in' Bradley County (southeast Arkansas ) are plantmg oukes for the first
tina this year. , , .

L9
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EGGPLANT: Spring (Fla.) Supplies of Florida eggplant increased materially during
- SR the secormd half of April as the spring plantings in the Pompano
gnd Everglades sections came into active harvest, Most of the supplies during the
first half. of lay will continue to come from these sections. The late plantings
in the Pompano section are generally in fair to good condition. ' In the Everglades,
the crop has been subjected to rather heavy rains with some hail, but with favor— f
able weather, much of this setback is expected to be overcome. Very light harvest~ §
ing has started at Plant City where the crop is generally in poor to fair condition
due to the excesslvely heavy rains whith have fallen in this area. It will be the
niddle of liay before any appreciable volume develops from this acreage. The émall
" acreage of north Florida is generally in fair to good condition, but retarded some-
what by the prolonged cool weather. Earliest harvesting is expectéd around the
first of June. ‘ : :

ESCAROLE: Winter and Spring (Fla.) liovement of escarole and chicory from Florida
declined slightly during the second half of April

and is expected to continus in a seasonal decline during the balance- of the. season

vith only 1limited movement after the middle of ilay. Supplies during the finet halfof

May will continue from the Everglades and Zellwood sections supplemented by sual !

plantings in scattered areas. After the middle of May the acreage at Zellwood will

 be the principal source of supply. ' ' ' ‘

' LETTUCE: Early Spring (Ariz., Calif., Ga., S. Cc., N. C.) Shipments of Arizona

v lettuce from the Salt River Valley passed its peak.during
the first half.vf April, but have held up to a good volume during the last half of

. the month. Volume is expected to drop off rapidly with the'deal practically

. completed by May 5, except for a small acreage that will not be ready to cut until
the week of the 7th. The final wind up is expected around May 12. Harvesting of
the  early spring lettuce crop in California is béing retarded by cool weather and
the quality of current cuttings has-also been adversely affected. Low temperatures
have not permitted fields to mature on schedule nor attain normal sizes. Growers

. generally are well ahead on their fields. An increasing acreage will become

. available for harvest in the principal producing Salinas-Watsonville area during
the next two weeks and some expansion in production is anticipated. However, the
rate and extent of ahy production increase will be dependent upon temperatures.
Harvesting of lettuce has been completed in the San Joaquin Valley, The bulk of
the supnlies are originating from the Salinas-Watsonville district; the Santa Maria
and Oxnard districts are also providing lettuce at this time. The Georgla lettuce
deal ‘is in full swing with quality and yields above average. Some harvesting from
late plantings is expected to last until sround May 15. Shipments of South : :
Carolina's lettuce are declining and the season is expected to be over by mid-May.
Tields and quality are very good. North Carolinals Iceberg lettuce crop is in
excellent condition. Harvest began on April 30. Heads are large (4 dozen per

L. A, crate) and quallty is excellent. Peak movement is expected during the week
of lay 7. Harvest of Romaine and Big Boston began the last week of April and
reached peak during the first week of May. '

Late Springs (N.J., Pa., Idaho, Ore., Wash.) Some New Jersey hot house lettuce
Co (2 very smell acreage) will begin moving by May 15 in the north-
tastern part of the State. The first open field movement of importance will occur
In the Vineland ares (Cumberland County) and is expected to start: by May 20th.
Other areas of the State 1lying in Cumberland, Atlantic, Cape }ay counties and -
northeasgt Jersey will start soon after. The ocrop 1s generally in just fair'
condition due to cool weather -until the last week of April. However, the recent
varm sunny days have been very beneficlal. and the orop looks healthy in all aress.
Plantings continue to be made in Great Meadows, while thinning of seeded lettuce
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LETTUCE: Late Spring . (Continued) .-:.is being completed in the Cedarville area ,
_ In Pennsylvania much early fileld and head lettuce was
traneplanted durlng late April and has made .2 good etart° Few lettuce plants ip
Washington were killed by .the frosts around April 20 but nearly all fields were -
definitely set, back Plants recently set out in the . field appear to have suffenm
more -than those eet ‘out earlier. Most seeded fields were damaged only. slightly,

~ Summers: (Calif., Colo., N.Y. ) " Barly flelds have heen seeded. in the Denver-
Brightom section of. northern Colorado and around Canon City in the upper
Arkansas Valley. A small acreage has also been seeded in. the .San Luis Valley, {
Cold weather has retarded. germination and very little lettuce will be. on the marke;
before June. Tyansplanting of early lettuce in the local-market sections of New
York was deleyed by cold, wet soll until the last ten days of April,. Plantings are
nowv getting off to a good start with ample soill molsture and warmer weather at ﬁm
end of the month. : . : S . _

- 2. H :

OHIONS:._Early Spring (Texae) _ In south Texas most of .the Raymondville crop is
. . expected to be shipped by the end of the first week in
May° Shlpments from Laredo .became active the week of April 23 and are expected to
continue active through the first two weeks in May. Light showers over the weekend
of April 29 caused only a slight 1nterruption in field work and temperatures as
high as 106 degrees were recorded on April 30. Onions were maturing fast but it
was expected to take about two weeks to complete harvest. In the Winter Garden
section,. April ehipmente were . 1imited mainly to a small. acréage in the southern
part of the area, Harvest at Carrlzo Springs end Crystal'City was starting May 1

end the. La~Pryor-Uvalde section expected to start the second week in May. Produc-
tion in volume from the Eagle Pass section is not expected until around the middle
of the month.The small agreage in the Wilson-Karnee area 1s not expected to furnish
enough production to be a factor in this yearts carlot. movement.  With no weather
Ainterference, the crop in south, Texas’ should ber well. out of the way before the
north Texas crop comes into. production. The quality of onions in the awreas of
harvest--Raymondville, Laredo and Winter Garden--is exceptionally good and crops
in the Eagle Pass-Del Rio eection also show prcmiee of good gquality onions,

Late‘Sgrings. (Galif., Ariz., La.? Texas, Ga.) In. Galifornia harvesting of
onions has been active in the Imperial Valley .for the past two
weeks, but becesuse of the limited acreage -and the relatively light. crop in that
area, only a limited VOlume has been moving from this deal. Most supplies have
been going into coast merkete° . While white onione have - been the principal variety
produced so far, some yellow Bennudas are: heginning to meke their appearance. In
Kern County, harvest for the truck trade has begun in a small way on a 1imited
'early acreage of yellow babosas and granos and there will probably be a few white
wax available there during the next two weeks. However, onlons of suitable quallty
and in. sufficient quantity for the carlot trade will not be available until the
second week in May. A few onions are moving into California markets from the
Coachella Valley. In the Merced and Stockton areas, transplanted onions for later
harvest have made satisfactory progress during the past two weeks but crop pros-
pects are still not .good. It appears that these onions will mature late this year
due to late planting and an adverse winter and that relatively light yiélds will 2
experienced. Harvest of late spring onions in Arizona will start about May 7.
The crop is in excellent condition and a good yleld is in prospect, Conditions
smproved during the last half) of April in all north Texas onion areas. Most area
that were badly in need of surface moisture--particularly for young onions=-got
some good showers the week ending April 21 and fairly good additional rains were
received the last week in April. There is considerable acreage of young onionsfn

P BRI
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oNIoNS: ‘Late Spring-{Continued) the late areas of rorth Texas that  had made
- . 'very slow top growth. With the recent rains and better
groving conditions these ‘‘onions are now expected to make sufficient top growth
to produce fairly good onlons. There is a fair-sized acreage of older onions,
some at Farmersville, part of the Ferris plantings, and a small irrigated acreage
at Hearne. that show promise of good ylelds and quality. These plantings may be.
ready for harvest by the latter part of May. Plantings in the usually early
goctions of north Texas--Taylor-Bartlett-Hearne-- were lowered materially this
yéar, Therefore, the main movement will come from the heavily increased area
around Dallas where shipments are not expected to be active until the early part
of Junes Harvesting of the late spring onion crop in Geo‘rgialis expected té get
| under way around May-5-10. More growers than usual will be grading this season
| and indications point- to a high percentage of top quallty onions. -

§ Zerly Summer: - (New Mexice, Wash., Iowa, Okla., Va., N. J.) In New Jersey

- S ‘growers' generally report good stands and color on onions although

| grovth was slow until the 1list week of: April when warmer weather occurred. Moisture
| supplies are adequate and yield prospects are generally good. Planting operations

¥ ore Just winding up in Great Meadows but some early plantings in that area are 8

| inches high. Some fields in ‘the Cedarville area etand nearly a foot high.,

Virginia onions have not grown odt as well as-expected because of below normal

| temperatures and short rainfall around mid-April. Rains and normal temperatures

j: during the last week of April have improved the condition of onions. Harvest of'

§ the acreage around Onencock'and Cashville will start about Jure 15,

ONIONS: Late Summer (18 States)’ With 1ittle interruption by rains, planting of
G N o Orange County onions in New York was practically finished
by May 1. Rainfall in this area has been light’ since the soll was soaked by heavy
B raing at' the end of March. Some fields are now getting dry enough to blow if high
vinds occur.' Early-planted set and seed onions have come up slowly and unevenly
 due to cold soil temperatures end crusted soil from the heavy rains earlier, but
stands are generally satisfactory. With poor prospects for come-up on seed onions,
some growers. planted more séts than they planned earlier. Frequent rains have
continued to interfere with'planting in all other areas of New York State. Apout
two-thirds of the acreage in the Elba area was Planted by Mey 1. In the Canastota
B section, progress.was slow until the last few days of April but Planting could be
‘completed with a week or ten days without interruption in Mey.In Ohio weather }
during the last week of April has been favorable for getting the crop planted and
for growth of earlier plantings. Most Michigan areas have started planting but
there are still 'a large number of fields that are-too wet to work. Seeding was’
completed in all areas of ‘Colorado in the usual time and meny fields are up to a
good stand, but germination and growth have been slow generally, due to cold weather.

SREEN PEASs Early. Spring {Calif., Miss., S. C., N.-C.) The bulk of the spring

. . ‘pea crop in California has alreedy moved. Kern County
pas are about clesned-up, but some late acreage remains to be harvested at Huron,
ad this section should produce a fair volume during the next ten days. Harvesting
of peas will continue for another month in San Luis Obispo County, but total i
Supplies are light and will be .used largely locally or in mixed cars. A small
icreage in San Diego County will be available for picking during the next two
eeks and some cars may be loaded there. The Sacramento River district will come
into production about May 10, and this section will be the principal source of
(alifornia peas during the balance of the season. Howsver, the acreage planted in
the River district this year is 50 percent less than the acreage harvested a year
§€° and consequently it will not be as much a factor in the deal as it normally has
°2. A considerable acreage in the River district was planted late and shipments
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GREEN PEAS: Early Spring (Continued) are expetted to péak toward the end of May
: ' vhen these patches reach maturity. In "South Carolina,

practically all of the erop has been harvested and the season is expected‘to be -

over by May 10.

Late Spring: (M. J., ldeho, Wash., N. Mex., Ore.) " ‘In Washington growers have
staked and ‘are now stringing filelds of market peas. Growth of the
plants has been slowed by cold nights and ‘frosts, but nib"ist_v.in‘es_'apmar vigorous,

b
R N .

and a few early fields are showlng some bYlossom.

Summert (N. Y., Colo., Ideho). In New York some market peas ‘planted’in March -
on Long Island ‘are now six inches high. Soéme fields on heaviéer sodl
were slow in breaking ground but development is somewhat ahead of ‘normal. Early-
so'm peas in the local-market sections upstate have germinated slowly and unevenly,
Very few were up by May 1. In the market pea and bean areas’ of central New York,
very few peas were sown until late April. ~ In Colorado a few early fields have
been planted but ‘germinatiom has been slow because of low' temperatures. June
supplies will be light. o nee R

GREEN PEPPERS: Spring (Fla.)-' In Florida volume ‘déclined- slightly during the - -
" gecond halfoof April as the important Pompano “section i 2™

passed 1ts peak ‘production. - Locally heavy rains havé caused some damage i’ this. @
area particularly in the quadity of the frult. With favorable weather, this dectim

w11l continue to be the principal source of supply ‘during the first half -of May, anif

harvest should continue through the rest of the month. In the Everglades, a good

portion of the sprimg crop has been injured by rathér heavy rains with hall in som
localities. In the important Plant City section, the crop ranges from very poor to
good depending on the amount of rainfall and the adequacy of the drainage. : Fields
on low and poorly drained lend have suffered extensively and the averagé c¢ondition
of the crop 1s much beiow normal. A light harvest 18 in progress, but i1t will"be’
the middle of ‘the month before eny substantial volume develops. Ii'the ‘Webster
section, the crop is genérally’reported to be in fair to good conditions A very

light harvest 1s in progress from small seed bed plantings, but 1% will ‘'be May 15-
before harvesting in volume ‘takes place. The erop 'in the Sanford-Semsula gection

renges from poor to good with earliest harvest expected around “the middle:of May.

The crop in the Gainesvills section of morth Florids is generally ‘in‘falr-t8. good:

condition, but slightly.délayed from the continued cool wiatheér: *Barliest Harvest-

ing 1s expected 'in late’May with the bulk of the crop to 'be hgivésfédﬁtﬁfJﬁng.';‘

Early Summer? (La., Misesi, Ni C.) Louislana green peppers-are looking good, -
and pleking 1s expected to start about June 1 but will not become
heavy before the second week of June. The Mississippi green pepper crop 1s respond
ing to warmer weather, but plants are small and development averages about two |
weeks later than normal for May l. Most of the North Carolina crop has béen
transplanted and 1s generally in good condition. Plants %ere very good this year |

and stands are nearly perfect, but the crop needs rain. With favorable ,weather, |

harvest 1s expected to begin around the third week of June .

COMMERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: 'Early Spring (Fla,' Texas) * Growlng conditions
T ‘have continited favorsble' in the |
important Hastings ‘section of Florida &nd the average maturity of ‘the crop is’
somowhat delayed. ‘The first’ two weeks in May iill 'ste the peak harvest of :this |
deal 'Ath digging continuing throughout the mohth. Excellent ylelds are being = |

obtained, but some trouble with lmmaturity wes expertenced: in: the early diggings:
B ‘ : e T

Sy eyl et
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Ol ERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: Early Spring (Continued) The small acreage of
- s ‘ - white potatoes at LaCrosse alse
shows good prospects with harvest expected to begin the week of May 7. In this are:
digging of the small acreage of reds is im'progress. The spring acreage in the
gverglades 1s mostly harvested, but some digging will continue well into Lay, '
Yields and quality in this areas have been 'zood. Harvest of the Texas Lower Valley
crop was practically completed by May 1, and uiovement from that area is.expecte'd

to be finished the first week in May.

lLate Spring: .(Calif., La., Miss., Ala., Ga., S. C., Tex, Okla., Ark., Tenn., N.C.)
Kern County, California's early Edison district has produced only
a liriited volume of potatoes to date. as most growers are allowing tubers to mature
and size properly so. that maximum production can be realized. Also, the market
has not been too strong and it is likely that higher pricés would have brought out
heavier movement. An increase in production, . principally from the Bdison district,
is anticipated. during the next two weeks.as many growers intend to follow potatoes
with cotton and fields must be cleared in order to plant the latter crop. The
Pdison district will continue to provide practically all of the new potztoes.avail-
able from California Auring the next two weeks. It will be the second half of May
pefore later. producing districts of Xern County come into ‘proauction. - wuality of
early potatoes has been generally. good and nost packs have consisted of well-sized,‘
smooth tubers with well or fairly well set skins. A few potatoes were dug in
Louisiana the last week in April, but they were found to be small. Peak novenent’
from this State should be. in the second week of May. The crop logks as though it.
nay turn out better than expected following the mid-March freeze.: -The Mississippi
crop is growing rapidly, and harvest is expected to start about nid-May. Very
light digging began in southern Baldwin County during the last week in April. As
expected, volume movement began in southwest Alabama on Hay 3, IRak movement shoulé
occur around mid#May. No appreciable disease damage has been reported and yield
prospects are good. 'In north Alabana, potatoes are up to even stands. Potato
prospects are very promising in south Georgia. Some harvest is expected about May 1
if weather conditions continue favorable:. OCrop prospects in South Carolina are
unusually prom,isi’ng._ Stands are regular and plants look exceptionally good.
Digging is expected to get under way about May 15, and reach a peak during the last
week of May. . Crops in most late spring areas of Texas wers improved by the late
April rains aad somewhat warmer daytime temperatures. Production in the early
areas 1s expected to be ready for harvest soon after the middle of the month and
the later areas in eastern and northeastern counties should have a light harvest
starting the latter part of May. Yield prospects are good in all sections. In
south Arkansas, most potatoes are up to a stand and are naking good growth. Some
late-planted fields are Just coming up in the %hite County and Arkansas River
lalley areas. Somé early-planted fields in these two areas were frozen back by lat
April ‘freezes but are now meking growth. In- Tennessee, planting is complete in
Franklin County and nearly complete in Coffee County. Some early plented potatoes
vre in-the ground a long time before coming up due to cool, wet weather in early
ring. There was even a very small amount of: replanting. A few fields are now up
to reasonably good stands.: The condition of North Carolina's crop is generally )
good. Stands are a little spotty due to the cool, damp spring, but growth during
the past week has been very satisfactory. 1In the Carteret area, plants are
beginning to bloom. Light digging will begin in this area the last week of ilay
vith movement becoming heavy about June 1. Harvest in Beaufort and Hyde counties
¥1l be under way about June 8. Digging in Currituck is expected to get under

}1&}' the last week of May. The crop in the Eli zabeth City area will be moving by
we 1, : ' ' :
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COMIERCIAL EARLY IRISH POTATOES: (Continued)

Sumser: (Va., Md., Ky., Mo., Kans., Nebr., Tex., (a., N. J.) Virginia's
Eastern Shore and Norfolk section potatoes are up to. good stands and werg
naking satisfactory growth as April erded. In the Norfolk section the acreage ig
planted nostly to the Cobbler and Sebago varieties with about the same acreage
in each variety. On the Eastern Shore, the Cobbler is, as usual, by far the leading
variety, but a larger percent of the crop is planted to other varieties than in
forner years. The Sebago matures 10 to 20 days later than the Cobbler. The major
portion of the Kentucky acreage is jJust coming thru the ground... It is a little ql
early yet to be certain of .stands. Most of the Texas Panhandle crop is a little
later than usual and was Just coming up the latter part of April. The lateness,
however, had some advantage as practically no damage resulted from the mid-April
cold spell.- Harvest usually starts the latter part of June, but very little'produ¢;
tion is expected this year before mid-July. The north Georgia crop is also' later.
than usual due to the cold and wet weather this spring. Some acreage remained tp
be planted as April ended. Planting has been completed in New Jersey. ' Early
Cobblers have appeared above ground in south Jersey and are beginning to appear
above ground in central areas of the State. .Most growers report the crop to be in
good condition. However, some low spots drowned out and a few fields planted
before April 1 show signs of rot due to the continued wet weather during the first
three weeks 6f April. Several growers who normally plant a large acreage are not
planting potatoes this year. ' '

Other Early Areas: Most of the Cobblers on Long Island, New York were planted
, during- the last ten days of March and most of the Katahdins
and Green Mountains were planted during the first ten days of April. Some of
the early-planted Cobblers are Just starting to break ground. Katahdins are
rapidly replacing Green Mountains as the main late variety on Long. Island.-

RHUBARB: Spring {(Pa.). Marketings of field grown rhubarb are increasing from
- the Bucks~Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania. With conditions
about normal, growth has been staisfactory in the southeast. In the northwest,
and elsewhere in the State a few warn days are needed before the crop will be
ready to harvest. ' : K

SHALLOTS: Spring (La.) Harvest of the spring shallot crop in Loulsiana was
heavy during the last half of April and.the season is about over,

SPINACH: Spring (7ash., Va., Md., Mo., Ark., Okla., N. J., Pa., I11.) " In
Washington, early spinach was frozen in Spokane and in some
King County fields by late April freezes. Most such fields are being replanted.
Other western Washington znd Walla Walla plantings suffered varying amounts of
denage, but local narkets are being supplied with fair quality spinach. In Marylan
harvest, which started during the last weeck of March, is still under way. The
plentiful noisture and cool temperatures have been extremely favorable for growth.
In Arkansas, harvest of a heavy crop of good quality spinach-is past the peak but
narketings should continue through the first week, of May. :Wintered over spinach
1s being harvested in scattered areas of New Jersey. . Stands are poor in many areas
because of winter killing. The winter and spring;sowm portions of the crop are
naking good progress znd the first harvegﬁingsuare expected -around Vineland next
week. The warmer weather has brought rapid development of wintered-over spinach
in the Bucks-Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania and heavy supplies are now available
for nmarket and processing. Spring sown crops have shown much inprovement too

and sone early planted crops are about ready to be cut. Volume of spring plantem
however, will not be heavy until after nid-lMay. Some early spinach was plantedin
the Cobden area of Illinois about April 15, and in the Godfrey area about April 2k
Sone carryover spinach has been nmarketed recently but not in any volune.
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INACH: (Continued) - Sumner (N, Y., Colo., Wash.) In New York marketing of

_ : - wintered-over spinach from Long Island started about
april 25, and light supplies cro o¥pected from nost of the local-narket sections
ypstate early in May. Moet of the wintered-over spinach in upstate areas is in
peor conditions Spring spinach in the local-narket sections was sown later. than
usual and is slow coning up. In Colorado a small anount of spinach is being .

ﬁsupplied local narkets from early fields around Denver., Canon City will have a
‘gnall acrcage for truck nmovement in May. No cariot shipments are expected before

Junc .
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SQUASH: Spring (Fla.) The volume -of squash from Florida during the second half

: of April showed enly a slight increase over the novenent of the
vrevious seni-nionthly period. This was due to' a conbination of market and weather
}:onditions as prospective supplies for the second half of the month were very heavy,
and heavy abandonrient took place during. this.period. The locally heavy rains
caused considerable danmage in the inportant Plant City section. The crop in the
inportent McIntosh -section of aorth Florida has passed its peak, but.should satis-
factory narket conditions -develop; a good volume -could be expected to continue .
throughout ' the first half of the nonth. = - : -

STRAVBERRIES: Early Spring (La., Ala., Texas, Calif.):: The warn weather for the
' ' past two weeks has pyshed the Louisisana. crop and
ripening.has becone much nore rapid. It 1s thought that fresh market movement
about reached 1its peak on April 30 with a shipment of the equivalent of ‘50 cars, .
Some processors made offers:to .buy stemrned berries on the last day of the nonth,
but .not many were sold for processing. Movenent of strawberries in the. Butler and
Conecuh County ;area. of Alabama has -been light during the past two weeks. The . crop
continues to bldom heavily-and, if weather is favorable for the next few weeks, _
movenent should increase materially. -Most of the crop is going to the fresh market
from this area. Picking is in-full swing in Chilton County and getting under way
in the Cullman County area. Harvesting in California was rather-slow to reach
volume stage in southern sections but.is now in full swing. While .come early -
producing sections,. such-as San Diego County,,will begin. to show a decline in
volune during the two weeks; increasing production from-the heavy: producing:Santa .
llaria area and from. fields in-thé Los Angeles and Qrange County districts will
nore than offset this declines S SRR : T :

Mid-SErings (S+  Cey N Ciy Tenn., Ark., Okla., Kans., Mo.; Ill., Ky., Va.,-Md.,

. {Deli;rCalif.) .In Sputh Carolina, shipments are now at their
peak, The season is expected to be over around May 20. In North Carplina yields
end quality are very good this year. Heaviest movement from the Tabor City and
Chadbourn areas is'expected. diiripg the first two weeks of May. ,In the Wallaoce
rea peak movement.is expeeted about May ll. Cool nights have retarded ripening
to some extent. ' Tennessee strawberry fields are white with blooms at this time.
here are green berries of various sizes on the plants and a few ripe ones here and
there, Quantity shipments are expected about May 7 from Madison County, later in
the week from Crockett and Gibson' Counties, and about May. 14 from Veakley County
211 these counties are in west Tennessee).. Shipnents are elso expected from -
ortland in middle ®ennessee =bout May 14, Arkansas strawberries were delayed
¥ late frosts, but will 'soon.be in production in- all except northern areas. .
arvest is already well under way in the Horatio-DeQueen area-and 1ight movement -
® starting in the White::County and 'est Central ‘arcas.. Some volume 4s expected
ﬂlthese areas by May 5, rith heavy movenment during the second week of !lay. >
otume. moverent will probably not start until .the week beginning liay lUth im the -
orthwest and Searcy County. A shortage of plckers. is anticipated in all areas.,
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STRAWBERRIES: ~1id-Spring (Continued) =~ Plants are blooning in the southern

- two-thirds of Illinois, but earliest estimates of
volune production are for May 10-15 in the Villa Ridge area. ‘Condition 1s reporte
to be zood. In Kentucky the season still was a little late because of the
persistently cold weather. & frost the 3rd week in April nipped early berries
downsgtate but resulted in only a small loss of early bloom and delayed the start
of picking. Hardest hit were the Blakemores. The later bloom is coning along
fine. Hot weather and sunshine during the last week of April speeded up growth
and ripening processes. Movement is oxpected to begin in the Paducah-Mayfield 6
and Bowling Green—Franklin areas about nid-May, but if this weather continues q
picking will no doubt be speeded up a dite Continued hot weather could also ‘lead
to a2 heavy but short season as nost bloon will come on during a short period of
tine. ' Picking further upstate in:the Loulsville and Bedford areas 1s now expected
6" begin around May 22. Virginiae strawberry prospects continue good. Not only
1s the yield outlook good bu% quality pronises to be among the best ever picked
in the Eastern Shore and Norfolk scctions. There has been no freeze danage to
fruit and the crop has been exceptionally free of insect and @isease Injury. The
alnost total absence of red spider this year has made unnecessary the use of “sulphy
dusting which sometinmes spots the fruit. A fow growers plan to start picking.
May 2-5 but thcere will not be ruch picking wuntil the week of May 7 when the straw.
berry auction blocks open. Ficlds in .the upper half of Acconack County will hardly
be ready for harvest before May 15. In Maryland and Delaware strawberries were
in full bloon by the end of April on the Eastern Shore and around: Baltinore. ‘In
north central and western Maryland they were Just coming into bloon. Beds have:
nada good developnent and bloon is very heavy.' Only snall danage occurred to
early scattered bloon fron frosts during the past two weeks. Strawberry fields in
central . California have been rather slow coning into production this year. The -
sot of frult from early blooms has been ‘generally light but a profusion of later -
¥looms indicatos probable heavy nid-season production. Earliest frields in the
gsouthern San Joaquin Valley were about at their peak late in.April when hard:
rains hit the principal producing berry sections. Considerable danage resulted-
fron these rains and present supplies have been reduced-as a'result. :In the
Florin, Stockton and Modosto distriots, rainfall was not quite as heavy and . 1ittle|
or no rain danage 1s apparént at the present time. 'Plantings in interior valleys
escaped injury fron the frost which occurred on April 30. In the @ontral Coast::
soction early fields have been producing a linmited volune. during the past ten
days. Volune in this district will show sone inerease during the next two weeks,
It appears likely now that the peak of the harvest season.in this area, which . -
produces over two-thirds of the California crop, will not.oceur until late Mey

and early June.

Late Springt (N. J., Pa., Ohio, Ind., N. Y., Mich., Wis., Iowa, Utsh, Wash, Oreg)
' Prospects appear excellent in all New Jersey areas. Moisture
supplies are adequate and no frost damage has occurred. Setting has been heavy =
sone growers think too heavy for optimun production. Small berries have formed
in a few beds in south Jersey while beds are in bloon in nearly all other. areas’

of the State. Strawberries have greened up in nost Pennsylvania areas. and have
nade good growth. A good many buds are showing in the central.and:southeastern:
areas and a few plants are reported in bloon in' the -extrene southeast: Wern
weather during the last week of April resulted in rapid development in Ohiob.
Strawherries. are beglnnihg ‘to bloen in'southern:Ohio, .and nost beds in northern
Ohio were uncovered by May 1. In Néw York development of strawberries on Long
Island is slightly ahead of normal. With normal weather during Mayy picking shoul
start -about -June 1, the usual date, 'but about ten days earlier than last yeare
With the shift to later varieties, the season peak in June will tend:to be a fov
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STRAWBERRIES: Late Spring (Continued) ' .days later, conpared with the peak date
- ' R  for the Prenier variety fornerly grown. Strawberries

in the lower Hudgon Vslley are starting growth and are in generally good econdition
vith favorable poil noisture, In most other &reas of upstate New York the winter
pulch was not renoved until late in April. The upstate season will probably be

a little later than usual but not as late as last year. Transplanting of new beds
for 1952 picking has been delayed by frequent rains. Reports indicate that the
crop wintered very well in.' all’Michigan areas. Red stele is at a nininun. However,
growth has been retarded and harvest-is expected to be late. The Washington 4
strowberry crop is generally in fair to poor condition. Continued dry weather and
cool nights have caused growth to be slow, but the recent rain will be of some
benefite The freeze of ten days ago was harder on new plantings than on old beds. .
Most of the first blossoms on all plants were ¥illed and the start of picking will.
te delayed at least one week.  Present indications are that picking will begin
around June h-10 and reach'a-ﬁeak quickly. Ther: have been very few disease
problens this season. The long period of dry weather this spring has allowed
growers to keep well ahcad of the weeds. In Oregon the conbination of cool, dry
weather has checked growth of strawberry plants for 1951 harvest. Mapy strawberry
beds apparently are not adequately developed to bear a full crop. Further, a

- sevore frost April 20-21 seriously danaged early bloom and buds of nany lowlying

beds with poor air drainage.” Bloom of berries at the higher elevations was not -
¥ far enough advanced to be serfously danaged. The date of active harvest has been
| delayed about one week until June 1 and there is a possibility harvest of lowland -

and highland fields will overlap seriously.

} T0MATOES:. Early Spring (Fla., Texas, Calif.) The sprihg tomato harvest in :
.. . Florida is expected to be at a peak during the first half

of May, but with favorable weather, a good volume is in prospect’ throughout nost

of the month. The locally heavy rains,’ which occurred in nid—-April, caused

| extensive danage in sone localities. Harvesting in Dade County and the Dania-

Hallandale sections ig practically over. The Innokalee-Fort Myers-Trail area is

in its peak harve‘:«gt 'afnd"with favorable weather a good volune should continuse during

nost of the month.. The Fort Pierce~Vero--Okeechobee~Indiantown area is also in

1ts peak harvest. Quality and yields were lowered considerably imnediately followe

ing the recent heavy rains, but nore favorable weather has brought sone “inprovenent.

The Manatee-Ruskin, Wauchula, and Plant City sections are in active harvest at

this tine. Damage fron the nid-April rains in this general area was variable,

ranging fron little or no danage to heavy, depending on the anount of rain ané

adequacy of the drainage. The over-all losses were probably greatest in the

Yauchula end Plant Ci ty sections and enong the snaller growers around Palmetto.

The crops in the Webster-0xford-Belleview and Lowell-McIntosh sections are generally.

in good to excellent condition with above average prospects. ' Harvesting is expected

to start in the former area the week of May 14 and in the latter the following week.

Developnent of tpﬁatoes in the Lower Valley of Texas 1s still very late. Most .

Crops nade sone iriprovement during the second half ofApril. A few scattered fields

have plants that are hoelding a light set of fruit, but for the nost part the main

areage was just starting to bloon the latter part of April. Should growers

attenpt to harvest the light early set there nay be a litfle novenent around May 15.

Condi tions on May 1 indicated that production in volume would not start until -

éround May 20-25, with'peak production not until the early part of June. Harvest

‘{ef the "green wrap" deal in the Lower Valley usually ends around.June 1520 regard-

voi‘s of when harvest starts. In the Imperial and Coachella Valleys of California

ste‘:cii,iprodugtion is now‘-a.wailablfa: fron fields planted for spring harvest and

weeléa y ;ncreas?'ng supplies are- expected to be available du.rin‘gh the next two

P!‘Odu.i Pruned winter vines in the Niland section of Inperial Valley are currently .

onatg ;If'lf ripe tomatoes which are being utilized by processors.” Condition of

elds in the Desert arcas is reported to be good,
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TOMATOES: (Continued) Late Spring - (Texas, La., Miss., 'S. C., Ga.,z4la.) .

. ~ Conditions inproved naterially during the
last week of April in practically nll late spring tomato areas of Texas. Plantings
for late spring harvest in Texas oxtend from Falfurrles;about 60 niles north of
the Lower Valley section, to thc extreme northeastern counties.. Considerable
acreage over a wide area in the central and eastcrn counties wes benefitéd by
late April rains and by sovevhat waruner daytine tenperatures. Prectically all
gections except Fzlfurrias have shown an increase in plantings this year; the
incrense in the Yoakun area 1s especially significant.: Plantings at Ingleside,
Frankston and Marlin also show an increase. Some fields in these areas were holdhgﬂﬁ
a fairly good set the latter part. of April. Some plant losses occurred in nany
fields in prrctically 211 sections as a result of strong winds and cool weather
during the first three weeks in April. The Mississiggi-tomato crop 1s late because
of unfavorable conditions at planting tine. Plants are now all in the fields, and
recent warrier weather has been favorable for growth, but few, if any, tonatoes
are expected to be ready for harvest before nid-June.  Tomatoes in South Carolina
are in very good condition. Green wrap novenent 1s expected- to begin during the
first week of June. The south Georgla tomato crop ie making good progress and
excollent stands are reported. Little or-no disease is apparent to date, but the
crop 1s late with harvesting expected to start around May 25. - Plants are now
naking rapid growth in somthern Alabana after gotting off to a late start. In
the northern areas of the State, setting is under way but is semewhat later than

usual.

Early Sumner: (Celif., Ark., Temn., N. C., Va., Ky., I1l., Mo., Ohio, Md. Del.)

- Transplanting was practically complete: in. south Arkansas by May 1.
Some early plantings were nipped by late April frosts naking roplanting necessary.
Field setting of Tennessce tomato plants was in full swing the last week of April
snd well over half the expected acreage was set before the: month was over. Setting
is only a little later than last yoar,. ‘Most of North Carolina’s tonmato acreage
has beecn transplanted. Some rcsetting was necessary due to wind danage, but nost
of this job has been cormpleted. The crop is in very good condition and stands
are excellent., Some plcking is exp:cted to Begin in the.Carteret area the second
week of June reaching volume noverncnt by June 25.- Transplanting of Virginia
tonatoes is golng forward in all comnercial counties; however, considerable.
replanting has been necessitated by loss of plantg fron frepze, frost and wind
danage April 12-22, Sone growers have experienced difficulty in securing plants
but this situation eased up during the last week of April., . First novenent of:
Greons and Pinks usually starts around June 20, In QOhio some tonatoes were . trans~
planted by April 24 and ‘transplanting will be largely. conpleted by the niddle of
Mav if favorable weather -continues. .o e o o

late Sunrers (13 States) . BEarly tomato plants have made rapid growth in
Poennsylvania and nany are nearly ready to transplant. Ground

prcparation is in progress in the southeast. Snall acreagos of early tomatoes were

transplanted under caps or tents in early sections of New York during the last

few days of April. Some growers in the lower Hudson Valley plan to set tonatoes

without. protection starting the first week in May.

WATERMELONS: Late Spring (Calif., Fla.): '~ Cool weather of the past two weeks

» o has retarded the growth .and deveélpping of watermslons
in the Dosert areas of Galifornia and it appears likely that start of harvest on
earliest ficlds in Calipatrie will be delayed until after May 15+  The Florida
spring crop is gencrally raking good progress but is slightly behind normal in
naturity. The crop in the Imnokalec section is now being harvested and quality ie




[RUCK CRQP NEWS =2l - TC-51: 501 May 7, 1951

YATERMELONS: Late Spring (Continued) reported fair to good. Early plantings in
— the Leesburg section are cxpected to start around May 10,
wut 1t will be the week of May 21 before nuch volune develops fron this important
area. In the area north of Ocela including McIntosh, Archer, Williston, Newbderry, .
and Trenton, the earliest flelds are expected to start June 5-10.

farly Swmers (Calif., Ariz., Texas, la., Miss., Ala., Ga., S. C., N. C., Ark.,
—  0Okla., Mo.) The Arizona crop is naklng satisfactory progress
end is in good condition in both the Yuna and Salt River Valley areas. In Texas
eas growth was slow until the last week of April, when fairly good rains occurred
ver a large area and sorswhdat warner tenperatures developed. A snall irrigated
acreage in the Lower Velley and Laredo sections, and sone of the early plantings
at Falfurrias, started holding a set the latter part of Aprile Most of the heawy
carly plantings-—all non-irrigated--average about three weeks later than usmal and-wore
just starting to make good vine growth the latter part of the month. Production,
sually available in fair volume by May 25-30, is not expected until around June
0-15, Planting in the nid-season areas started about the usual time, but vine
growth was retarded until the latter part of April. Production in the nid-season
eas is not expected to be nuch later than usual if good growing weathsr prevails
during May. Planting of crops in the late areas is well along and nost sections
ave enough noisture for orops to start growing. Planting of Misslssippl water—
plons was delayed because of unfavorable weather at the usual planting tine.
lants are Just coming up in the nain producing Smith-Sinpson-Covington county area,
and developnent is also later than usual in the more southern counties. The
Alabana orop will also be late this year bscouse of unfavorable weather, which
necessitated nmuch replanting. In the south, the c¢rop has responded to the recent
warn weather and 1s in good condition. Planting has not yet started in the northern
rea of the State. In Georgla waternelons are making slow progress this season
wvith nany complaints of poor stands because of the cold spring. Due to the adverse
woather end other factors, some areas will not harvest the acreage intended earlier
in the eseason. In the Allendale-Barnwell arca of South Carolina, some replanting
as necessary, but they aro now coming up to a stend and the crop is in fair
condition. Cool weather and wind have held melon plants back. Planting in other
eas 18 expected to be completed by May 15. Plemting of the commercial watermelon
creage in North Carolina is nearing completion. Early plantings are up to good
stands and in gond condition. In Arkansas only a linited acreage had been planted
n northeastern countles and the Arkansas River Valley by May 1. There is algo
B large acreage to be planted in south Arkansess where some earlier plantings will
have to be roplanted.

LA’I‘E REPORT FCR ILLINOIS - ASPARAGUS: Late Spring  Although cutting got off to
a late start in Illinois, peak
roduction was reached within a very few days. Cutting has been under way in
he Cobden and Villa Ridge areas since April 26 and in the Godfrey and Springfield
eas since April 30. Growers in the Hoopeston, Kankakee, and northern arcas

xpect to begin ocutting during the first weck of May. Quality has been running
bove average.






