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ACREAGE AND INDICATED PRODUCTI'ON
OF WINTER VEGETABLES FOR 1944
- REPORTED HIGH LEVELS

- AT RECORD

A record tonnage of winter—season commercial truck crops is indicated for 1944
according to preliminary forecasts of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics., Combin-
ed tonnage of the 17 winter vegetable crops for which estimates are made is now .
indicated at 1,408,000 tons — 37 percent greater than the 1943 winter harvest of
1,026,000 tons, 53 percent above the 10-year (1933-42) average, and 17 percent above
the previous high record of 1,208,000 tons in 1942. Prior to 1942, production of
winter truck crops exceeded a million tons only in 1939.

Cabbage accounts for a large part of the increase in production over 1943, The
prospective supply of 515,200 tons of winter cabbage is 236,600 tons more than in
1943, or 85 percent greater, and is 18 percent above the previous hizh record of
435,000 tons in 1942. - Acreage of this crop was increased from 49,500 acres in 1943
to 78,500 in 1944, and the yield per acre indicated for 1944 is nearly one ton
higher than the yield in 1943, Other crops for which indicated 1944 winter nroduycti
is larger,'with the percentage compared with 1943 in parentheses, are zreen peas(zzp
tomatces (2I2);escarole(208), celery (132), spinach (130), cauliflower £128),
kale (128), beets (124), lettuce (116), snap beans (114), and shallots (108). Green
pepper production is indicated to be the same this winter as last. Reductions from
1943 of 3 percent for carrots, 8 percent for artichokes, 24 percent for eggplant,
and 35 percent for green lima beans are indiceted for the 1944 winter season.

Indicated production is above the 1933-42 average for all of these crops except
tomatoes, shallots, artichokes, green peas, and green lima beans.

Early reports on acreage intentions for spring crops of asparagus, cabbage, onions,
shallots and Fkorida watermelons show an increase of 15 percent over 1943 in the
agsgregate acreage of these crops, and an acreage 7 vercent above the 1933.42 average,
Heavy increases in onions, cabbage and watermelons are partially offset by a moderats
decrease in asparagus and a more pronourced reduction in shallots.

LIMA-BEANS: The 1944 winter green lima beanscrop in Florida is estimated at 68,000
bushels -~ 35 percent less than the 104,000 bushels harvestéd last winter

and 29 percent below the 10wyear (1933-42) average. Acreage was reduced this winter,

especially in the Boynton-Delray section., The crop has made very poor nrogress and

was damaged to some extent by cold weadther, The indicated yield per acre is the

same for 1944 as in 1943 but is considerably below average.
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SHAP BEAIIS: Total production of winter snap beans in Florida this year is forecast

at 2,720,000 bushels, which is 34 percent greater thon tae 1943 pro-
duction of 2,040,000 otushels, Present indications are that 630,000 bushels will be
utilized by cenners this winter compared with 200,000 bushels last winter,,leaving
a prosnective supply of 2,100,000 bushels for the fresh market in 1944 compared with
1,840,000 bushels available for fresh consumption in the winter of 1943,

Of the estimated 339,000 acres growing in Florida, indications are that nroduction
from the equivalent of 9,000 acres will be used by canners.: Of the 25,500 acres
harvested lost winter, production from the equivalent of 2,500 acres was diverted
to canners. The prospective yield per acre.this winter is somewhat less than in

1943 and also is below average.

BEZTS: The acreage and prospective ylelds of beets in Texas are both higher than
1ast winter and production of 1,320,000 bushels is indicated for ncorvest i
in the winter of 1944, This production exceeds 1943 production of 1,064,000 pushels [
by 24 percent and the 10-year (1933-42) average production of 883,000 bushels by i
49 percent., Condtion of the crop on Jamary 1 was generally favorable in all areas :
of Texas. Soil moisture is adequate and the -two dbrief cold spells that occurred in
December caused little injury, mostly a slight discoloration of the tovs.,
CABBAGE: A record high production of 515,200 tons of winter cabbaze is forecast fo
: 1944, This compares with 278,600 tons in 1943, the 10-year(1933-42) aver-
age of 254,500 tons and the previous high record of 435,000 tons in 1942, Acreage |
was increased greatly this year in Texas and Florida, with California and Arizona
showing moderate increases, Prospective per-acre yields are above average in all
States and above those of 1943 in Texas, California and Arizona. In Florida, the
indicoated yield per acre, while below that of 1943, is well above average.,

CAULIFLOVER: Production of 2,531,000 crates of cauliflower is indic-ted for the
winter season of 1944, ZEach of the 4 States - California, Arigzona,
Oregon and Texas — expanded the acreage for harvest during thg‘winter months and
the Janmuary 1 indicated production exceeds the 1,970,000 crates obtained in 1943 by
28 percent and the average production for the preceding 1l0-year (1933=-42) period
of 2,215,000 crates by 14 percent. The 1944 yield prospects in all of these States g
except Arizona were more favorable than in 1943, .

v

CELERY: Increases in winter acreages of celery in Tlorida and California and high-

er prospective yields vper acre result in an indicated crop 32 percent aboved
that of 1943, The forecast of 4,909,000 crates for 1944 is nearly 1.2 million moreé
than 1943 production, which was just slightly above the 1933-42 avercge. :

EGGPLANT: Acreage of winter eggplant in Florida was increased considerably this

year, but a low per-acre yield is in prospect because of disecse. Pros-§
pective production of 188,000 bushels is 24 percent less than 1943 production, but
is more than 3 times the average. ' - r

ESCAROLE: Production of escarole in Florida this winter is forecast at 1,058,000
hampers - more than double that of 1943. Both acreage and proswvective
per-acre yields are well above those of last year,

KALE: Vinter production of kale in Vipginia is jndicated at 940,000 bushels for [

1944 compared with 734,000 bushels in 1943 and the 1l0-year (1932~42) averagel
of 588,000 bushels. An increase in acreage this year was partially offset by a |
lower yield per acre than in 1943,
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LETTUCE:- Production of 1944 winter lettuce in Arizona, California (Imperial Valley)

and Florida is estimated at 6,653,000 crates compared with 5,723,000 crate:
in 1943 and the 10-year (193%-42) average of 4,889,000 crates. Acreage was increas-
ed materielly this season and per..acre yield prospects are relatively good in
Arizona and Florida. . In California the indicated yield per acre is below that of
last winter, but is above .average,

GREZN.PEAS: On January 1, indications pointed to a total production of 850,000

bushels of green peas for the 1944 winter season in Imperial Valley of
California, Texas and Florida. This compares with 330,000 bashels for these States
in 1943 and an average of 1,057,000 bushels for the 10-year (1933-42) period,

The 1944 acreage for harvest in Texos is estimated at twice the acreage harvested
last year, and the yield prospects for this State on January 1, of 65 bushels per
acre compare with 45 bushels harvested in 1943 and an average of 56 bushels for the
preceding l0-year (1933-42) period. In the Imperial Valley of California, 75 bushelr
per acre are indicated for this season which is somewhat larger than the 40 bushels
obtained in 1943, but is less than the average yield of 84 bushels for the 1lO-year
(1933-42) period. Frosts in Florida reduced yield prospects but most of the acreage
remained to be harvested after January 1 and 75 bushels per acre are in prospect for
1944 compared -with 65 bushels for 1943 and 75 bushels average for the (1933-42)
period,

GREEN PEPPERS: The 1944 winter production of 900,000 bushels of green pmevpers in
Florida compares with 899,000 bushels for 1943 and 597,000 bushels

average for the 10-year (1933-42) period. Much of the crop is late, and on some of

the early planted acreage, the crop was only in fair condition on January 1. :

COuMiERCIAL EARLY Winter-season potato production in Texas and Florida is forecast
IRISH POTATOES: at 1,654,000 bushels in 1944 - slightly less than the 1,675,000

bushel s haryested in 1943 but well above thé 10-year (1933-42)
average of 1,313,000 bushels. Acreage was increased this season in both States,
but cold weather in Florida reduced the yield per acre below that of 1943, -

Acreage of the early spring crop in north Florida and the Texas Lower Valley should
approximate 25,600 acres, on the hasis of intention-to-plant reports. Last spring
26,100 acres were harvested and the 1933-42 average was 23,670 acres. A slight
increase for Florida is more than offset by a reduction in Texas.

Intended acreage in the late spring group is placed at 203,800 acres for 1944, an
increase of about 3,000 acres over 1943, and 56,000 acres above the 1933-42 average.
Increases are indicated for California, Louisiana , Mississippi, and Alabama, and
reductions for Georgia, South Carolina, Texas and North Carolina, No chanze is show
for Oklahoma, Arkansas and Tennessee, )
SPINACH: Spinach production for the winter months in Texas, Louisiana and California
is indicated to be 8,717,000 bushels. This exceeds the estimated 1943
production for these States of 6,718,000 bushels by about 30 percent and the 10-yea:
(1933-42) production of 7,173,000 bushels by 22 percent. :

STRAWBERRIES: The crop of strawberries for harvest in Florida during the 1944 winte:

v season is expected to amount to 98,000 crates of 24 quarts each. Thi:
compares with 156,000 crates for 1943 and an average production of 555,000 crates fo:
the D-year (1933-42) period. This year's average of winter strawberries was only
half as large as the 1943 acreage.

(.o.linved 0a n- @ 7)
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Acreage and Indicated Broduction of 22 crops for the 1944 Season with Comparisons
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CROP . ACREAGE . Yi?Rg i/ER A PRODUCTIOW
A..ND — e e em ] e = m = - e lmm e e F e T - ——_-.‘_""'4 ~~~~~
myrme || L0=year . J10yr . 10~=year T .

STATE || verage| 1943 P;gizm’ av.|1943 igi; average | 1943 Ilnigzzte¢
________ 933-ag| 1 B4R 1T Tjlesse2 | b T
ARTICHOKSS: 2/ ~ Acres - - Box - - 1,000 boxes -
_Winter(Calif.)|l 9,300| 8,700| 7,850 _9.'7l 95| s7 || _ _ 80| _8'_361 _ . 26)_
ASPARAGUS: 3/ ' ~ Crate - ~ 1,000 crates - -

' 411 States 2/.[120,850(132,450|130,420| 94| 101| ] 11,365| 13,437|

LIMA BEAIIS: i = Bushel - - 1,000 bushels -

Winter:

Florida .....[|4/1.,730|__2,300| 1,500/ 4/62| 45 45 4/ 96 104 68 |
All States ....|l 19,290| 19,150 63; _63 1,211 1,208 '
________ e e e e st
SNAP BEAWS:

Winter: . ok
Florida .....[|_25,930| 23,000| 30,000 80, 8Q|_ 70, 2,062 1,840 2,100 |

A1 States ....|167,220|176,250\ | 88 87| _ | _14,63¢| 17,057 |

BEETS

Winter: : : .
Texas .......|__6,680| 7,600(__8,800| 132/ 140| 150 883 1,064| " 1,320

M1 States ....| 11,660| 12,300 _ _ || 182 179|__ |~ 2,123 _ 2,203 _ ]

CABBAGE: ’ ' -~ Ton -~ ] - Tons -

‘Winter: ) , B
California ..| 7,260| 12,650| 13,500(7.6 |7.8 | 8.1 55,600 98,700| 109,400 |
Arizona ..... 380 960{ 1,000|7.8 25 |15.0 " 3,000 12,000 15,000 ¢
Texas sesses.f| 28,180| 25,900/ 44,000{4.5 | 3.2 | 5.7| 133,900 82,900| 220,800
Florida .....)|_10,340] 10,000|_20,000(5.9 {8.5 | 7.0l + 62,000 85,000| 140,000 §

Group total.| 46,160 49,5101;78,503 5.51! 5.63/6.56|| 254,500! 278,600| 515,200 @

Early Spring 2/|l 16,430 15,050 18-860]4.94] 3.62 81,100|  34,500] ;

Total 2 groups.|| 62,590| 64,560] 97,100(5.36(5.16 335,600| 333,100

Total all S's .||159,800|159,640| 6.63|6.46 1,059,4001,031, 200

CARRQTS: |{Prelim, ~ Bushel ~ - 1,000 bushels -

Winter ' . .
California ..| 5,830| 11,350{ 10,800| 338 330| 365 1,955 3,746 3,942
Arizona s.... 910| 2,900| 2,500 304| 260| 265 278 754 662 §
Texas .......| 10,580| 16,200/ 18,600 152/ 190| 145| 1,632 3,078 2,697 §
Louisiana ...||__2,010|_1,700|__1,700|_ 124 110: 120| 249 187 204 @

Group total.|_19,330|_32,150|_33,600|_213|_242| 223 4,114 7,765 7,505

Total all States 48,580 83,600 || 816, 322 | 15,882 26,001

CAULIFLOVER: : : : - Crate - - 1,000 crates -°

Winter: : : ' : | ,

. California ..| 7,780| 5,000 6,500| 262 270| 275 2,001 1,350 1,788
ATizona .ee.. 520 1,500{ 1,700] 268 350 340 $ 134 525 5
OTegon sveeee 210 80 200| 160 200| 225 36 16
TOX2S eeseves 240 4580 600185/ _175! 200 44 79 1

Group total.)|_ _8,750|_ 7,030 9,000\ 263 _280| 281 2,215 1,970 2,501 8

TOTAL all Stotes 29,980| 26,440 . 274 386 | 8,210| 7,569) M
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Winter seves.
Florida ....
California .

. Group total
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EGGPLANT:
Winter:

Total all State
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Winter:

LETTUCE:

Winter:
ATizona ecesse
Calif,,Imperi
Florida .....
Iceberg ...,
Boston .eses
Group total,
Total all State

- - . e e

‘Barly Spring:
- Texas 2fee...

‘Late Spring:

California ..

" Texas eeeeess
Georgia eeee.

Group total,
otal 2 groups.

e = ™

Florida «evee
Texas eeeeces
| Calif.,Imp...

otal all State

— s e s

FEEN PEPPERS:
Winter:

Florida ‘l'.'_

- Louisiana ...

Group total.j

Florida ...,.
otal all State
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. YIZLD PER .
, ACREAGE - CAGRE Y | PRODUCTION
——--—-—-——-———'-——-—.—-.—-—*-'——I—---'-T——-‘--—-ﬂ —————
I 10~year - Ipp S s 110yT I 10-year Tndi
average, " 1943 :igizm' av. 1943 lgié' average 1943 nigzzted
1933-42| - o ps-42 , 1933-42
- Acres = % Crate - - 1,000 crates -
4,560( 5,950| 6,500 533| 490| 550 2,406 2,916 3,575
1,890/ _1,600( 2,100} 683| 500(_ 635 1,282 800|__ 1,334
6,450 _7,550|_8,600.| 572! 492| 571 3,688 3,715 4,909
5 38,710/ 38,7901 _ _ _|.402] 41| _ Il _ 15,544] 15,938] = __
- Bushel = © =~ 1,000 bushels -
| 4/ 180|_ 550 750 fy/325| _450; 350 4/ 60 248 188
s_ 3,970 5,180|_ _ _ _[_225} 223|_ _ | _ 894 _ _1,147{_ _ _ _ _
' — Hamper - - 1,000 hampers -
_ .. 90| 1,450 2,350 465! 350| 450) 416/ 508 _ 1,058
- Busghel - - 1,000 bushels -
]
! I
_ 1,890] 1,850; 2,350 356] 445! 400k s588| - 734) 940
- Crate - . - 1,000 crates -
13,940( 14,700! 16,500{ 118 141| 160 1,661 2,073 2,640
»221,920| 18,000] 21,000f 143| 185! 175 3,026 3,320 3,675
1,260(___2,000)__1,900}_190! 160|_178 202 320 338
4/1,200( . 1,200 1,100;4121[ 150|- 180 4/ 101 180 198
4/ 660 800 800[4/152] 175|_175|__ 4/ 106 140 140
37,120/ 34,700 _39,400[ 132|_165| 169 4,889 5,723 6,653
es153,500| 136, 500 1361 176! - 20, 869 23,977
Intended - Sack - ° l - 1,000. sacks -
46,560|_28,000| _44,000f__39| 61 1.720( ...1,708
1,630 1,350| 2,000 159| 200 .244( .. 270
1,440 1,800[ 1,600 48| 45 71} 81
14,760| 16,500| ‘21,200 46/ =28 664 462
4/1,150i _ 1,000|__1,100(4/68|__ 76 4/ 85 76
18,980 _20,650|_25,900! 56| 43 ; 1,064 839!
| _65,540| 48,650/ 69,900 42! 53| L 2,784 2,597 N
s129,990)108,89Q| . _ _ _|| 121 136i_ _ | _ 15,687 _ 14.816. _ _ _ - _
' - Prelim, || -~ Bushel - - 1,000 bushels -
5,050| 1,500 2,000 75| &5/ 75 sal . e8| 150
3,730 2,500{ 5,000| 56| 45| 65 232 112 325
5,580| 4,000/ 5,000h 84| _ 40| 75 451 160 375
14,360 _8,000(_ 12,000/ 74; 46| 70 1,057, 370 850
s100,380) 62,250 _ _ | 83| 87| | 8,295 6,088 _ _ _ __
: P = R Lot '
2,170|_-2,900|_, 3,600} ‘262! 310! 250 597 899 900
§ 20,910{ 23,120 227| 203 | 4,754] 4,699
e e T el T I T T A T LN | S S LU U —
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CROP ACRTAGE “ YIELD FER PRODUCTIOX
AlTD || = = m e - = ==~ - — !‘— -A.?B-E y— - Y - = = = o P e e e e — e = .
mpmz || 10-year _ 10yr 10-year .
STATE average| 1943 Pigzim" av. 11943 igi;l average 1943 Ini;zzted
...... N EERr N IR o R -5 S

COMMERCIAL SARLY - Acres - ~ Bushel - ~ 1,000 bushels -

IRISH POTATOZS:

Winter: _ ( :
Texas .,.....|| 2,570| 1,000{ 1,500| 44| 65| 63 110 65| 94.
Florida,south|__9,290| 11,500| 13,000y 128| 140' 120 1,203 1,610{___ 1,560

Group total.|_11,860|_12,500| 14,500 111 134| 114 1,313 1,675(_ 1,854

Early Spring: Intended ' -

Florida,north|_16,370|_15,100! 15,600/ _128| 121 2,101 1,832

Hastings ...l 13,830 12,000/ 13,000, 132| 125 1,795 1,500

La Crossee .|| 1,720 2,200; 1,600 122| 100 209 220

West vovasoal 820 900{__1,000fi 118|_125 97 112
Texas,LowerVy.__7,300;_11,000|_10,000)__89|__90 641 990 i
Group total.|_23,670|_26,100|_25,600!|_116|_108 2,742 2,822 i

Late Spring: i i
California ..|| 27,100] 47,000| 49,000l 286| 350 7,944| 16,450
Louisiana ...| 23,400| 30,000| 33,000; 74| 75 1,719 2,250
Mississippi .| 2,990! 5,700| 6,000 90| 80; 262 456
Alabama .....| 19,500| 20,000| 25,000 127| 140 2,431 2,800
Georgia .....| 2,480| 4,000| 3,400|| 126| 85 293 340
S. Carolina .| 12,580, 17,500| 16,500l 146| 125 1,834 2,188
Texas, other,| 10,290 9,400 8,600 58 70 595 658

Eagle Lake, ' '
Sugarland & .
Wharton .e...| 4,420 1,000{ 1,000} 55| 70 237 70
Other «sso..f__5,870| 8,400/ 7,600| 61 70/ 358 588
Oklahoma ....| 6,310| 7,500( 7,500, 98| 70 605 525
Arkansas ....| 4,790| 13,500{ 13,500} 88| 87 417 1,174
Tennessee ... 3,630 6,100 6,100/ 106| 106 389 647
N, Carolina ,|_2%4,.590|_40,000|_ 35,200 137 | 165 4,743 6,600
Group total,|147,660|200,7001203,800 ! 144/ 170 21,.232| 34,088
Total 3 groups.|L183,190|239,300(243,900 1 138|_161 25,287 38:585
Total all S's .|811,170(874,400| _ _ _{|_145| 168| _ | _ 45,073 _ SL.V70L ___ _ __
SHALLOTS: , - T i ,
Winter(La) 2/ | 4/2,820| 2,700 2,5004111| 94| 110 4/ 313 ' 254 275
Spring: ‘
Louisiana ,..)4/2,370| __2,300!__1,900 85 4/ 296 196
Total eeseee|4/5,190|  5,000| 4,400/4117; 90 4/ 609 450
SPINACH: | R A B T ]

Winter: AU
TexXas sesss,.| 39,800 39,400! 47,400 136| 130| 145 5,383 5,122 6,873
Lousiiana .,.| 1,240/ 1,000( 1,150 98;. 75| 90 122 .75 104
California ..[__2,510| £,600(__ 2,900 681! 585|_ 600 1,668 1,521 1,740
Group total.| 43,550| 43,000| 51,450 165| 156, 169 7,173 6,718 8,717

Totel a1l S's .| 67,890| 72,200 _ _ _| 210} 01i | _14,287] 145% .
STRAWBERRIGS: - Crate - - 1,ooo crates =
Winter: .
Tlorida .....| 7,890 =2,600| 1,300{ 70| 60| 75 556 156 98
2/ Other groups|159,860/121,090|101,300,67.5157.8 10,790 7,005
Total a1l S's ,[167,750{123,690|102,600(67,6/57.9|  _ | _ 11,35 _ _7.18L _ . _ .-
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B PE :
CROP ACREAGE Y_i”éLRg y"‘R PRODUCTION
AND To-year| |o . Tloye] T 17T ] ‘]-.O_y-e.a;-[~—_—1r‘~_—
maAmT: had aad v
STATE | verage| 1943 o | av. 1943(12% | aversge | 1043 | Inilcated
________ 193342 _ _ 7DD _|p3-42l _ _1TTTj1ess-42 | T

i - Acres - -~ Bushel - « 1,000 bushels -

TOMATOES:
Winter:

Florida, southi|_13,280 5,900| 14,000 141 140| 125 1,872 826 1.750;
Total all S's .}|200,2601220,180| _ _ _| 116] 119! _ | 23,314| _ 26,01| _ _ __
WATERMZLONS; Intended| -~ Melons - - 1,000 melons -

.Late Sprins:

Calif.,Imp, , 6,460 4,000 Feb, 9| 568| 605 3,702 2,420

Florida soe.. 21,7501_12,500]_21,000(_274| 325 5,934 4,062
Total all S's . 252,440(141,700 257 338 64,833 47,948

Total acreage
reported to date
except potatoes|
and strawberries 467,360|449,640|548,070
Total winter " || 240,420/ 238,690| 206, 250

l/ Yields per acre, other than tons or bushels, are in the following units:

. Artichokes, boxes - 40 lbs; asparagus, crate - 24 1bs; cauliflower, crate -
37 1bs; celery, % crate; escarole, namper - 37 1bs; lettuce, 4-6 doz.crate ~
70 1bs; onions, sacks - 100 lbs; strawberries, crate - 24 quart.

2/ ‘Data from previous release.
§/ Bstimates include ééparégus for processing in California and other States,.
4/ Short-time average,

ACREAGE AD INDICATED PRODUCTION (Cont'd. from page 3)

TOMATO:S: Winter tomato production in south Florida is indicated to be over twice

the production estimated for 1943 in this area. The vrelimincry acreage
estimate for this year is 14,000 acres and production of 1,750,000 bushels was in-
dicated on January 1, In 1943, 5,900 acres were estimated and 826,000 bushels were
obtained for the fresh market. The indicated yield of 125 bushels mer acre for thi
year's crop compares with 140 bushels obtained in 1943.

WATERILT,017S: Intended acreage of watermelons for spring harvest in Florides is
reported at 21,000 acres. This is 68 percent above the zcrenge har-
vested in 1943 but is slightly below th 1983-42 average, :





