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The Buréeu of Agricultural Economics reported today that winter vegetable crops
made good progress on the. South Atlentic and Gulf Coasts during the first half of
Jenuary but on the Pecific Coest production was Testricted by -frdsts and Heavy -
rains. Rainfall was light in' Florida and Texas but heaviest vegetable producing
areas are irrigated.

In South Carolina the weather was unseasonably warm for the last ten days of the
period. Good growving conditions prevailed in most areas but high-land fields were
showing a lack of moisture. Planting of beets and lettuce is underway and plant-
ing of potatoes is expected to begin by the end of January. Temperatures in
Florida were mild except for short periods, January 7-8 and January 11. JFrosts
occurred in northern and central areas but very few tender vegetables were growing
in those areas at that time. Rainfall was light during the first helf of the month
but most coumercial vegetables are irrigated. However, crops in the extreme south-—
ern part of the State are beginning to show the effects of insufficient moisture.
The warm weather has caused rapid growth of crovs end total volume of shirments
showed an increase over the volume shipped during the last half of December. Cool-
er weather is desirable for the hardy crops of cabbage, celery, cauliflower and
leaf crops. Planting in Florida for spring harvest continues.

~In Texas, growth of crops on irrigated land was stimulated by favorable tempera-
tures. Harvest of hardy crops increased but volume of shimments is still below
4, the usual volume at this time of Year. Conditions were favorable for field work.

. In the Lower Valley, planting of early spring potatoes and tomatoes is practically
; completed and planting of other crops for spring harvest has begun. In non-irri-
 gated areas progress of crops was retarded by lack of moisture. Dry land onions
have stopped growing and an infestation of thrips is becoming genersl in the

Coastel Bend area. Planting of crops in North Texas is being held up or delayed
until moisture conditions improve,

feather condions were favorable for vegetables in Arizona. Reinfall was light in

the commercial truck crop areas but irrigation storage supplies were improved by

heavier rainfall over the mountain water sheds. The Yums district is supplying

most of the vegetable shipments from Arizonea this month.

Q'.n California temperatures during the first half of January continued at low levels
n most vegetable producing areas and restricted production. Frosts were common

in 21l areas during the first week in Januery. Heavy rains vhich began on January

6, have delayed harvest of late fall and winter crops in Central and Northern
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California. It has been impossible for growers to prepare ground or seed crops
except in the southern San Joaquin Valley and the desert areas where rainfall has
been light. Planting of spring crops is being delayed as a result. Recent heavy.
rains caused minor damage to mature vegetables in the San Francisco Bay area and
many fields were waterlogged.. :
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18 is as follov18°

SANTA MARIA RIVER OVERFLOWED, FLOODING AND DANAGING CAULIFLOWER, BROCCOLI, AND
STRAVBERRIES ON LOW GROUND. EXTENT OF DAIIAGE UNDETERIINED. HEAVY RAINS AND -
FLOODING IN LOS ANGELES AREA CAUSED CONSIDERABLE DA.:AGE TO VEGETABLE CROPS BUT
NOT POSSIBLE TO APPRAISE NOW. EXARLY VENICE CZLERY UNDER WATER AND SOME CELERY
FLOODED AT CHULA VISTA. NO FURTHER DAiiAGE CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AREAS BUT WET FIELDS
CONTINUING_TO RESTRICT ACTIVITY. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ ___ __
The follovring informatlon by crops. cOVers “the period of January 1 to 15 ‘and does
not include the damag__ given in th:,s report of Ja.nuary __& .
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' ARTICHOKES' Winter (Calif ) Production is .continulng at.moderate. levels. No:in-
7 crease &an be. expected during. the.next: two weeks and supplles
will continué to show frost damage. during $his perfed. . Lot '
LIiA BEANS: Uinter (Fle.) -The crop in.the Pompano-Delray section.is: in fair to
P good condition. Current supplies are rather: light but should
continue to- show some, increase during .the next few .weeks. - A small vwolume is avail-
able from Fort Pierce PR
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SNAP BEANS: Uinter (Fla ) The crop in South Florida is generally in fair to good

.. -condition. . Lack of rainfall has affected yield prospects:in
some: locelities, but the overall prospects are. for continued good volume. The im-
portant. Pompano sect1on will conthue to be, the:major source of supplies during.the -
remalnder of ‘the winter period. Harvestlng isg.active in the Dade County section-
which is the ' second ‘most, "important producing area of mld-winter beans. - A light -
volume continues to move from. the Everglades where plantings for -winter harvest are
comparatively light. " The pole bean crop in Dade County continues in active harvest.
Current yields are reported to be, slightly lower than these - obta;ned from earlier
plantings, but quality continnes to. be good. .

BEETS' Uinter (Texas) Crops have continued to make good growth Aithough most of
.7t the yresent production is suitable for. bunched stock,..some has been
harvested as "topped" beets for packaging. Supplies continue to show a gradual in- '~

crease snd most areas are exnected to heve produetion through. the; mlddle of March.
BROCCQLI;~“Fall (Galif ) Production is being restr1cted by heavy reins but the vol-

o "7 yme available for harvest is declining. Supplies from Centrel
Californla'vill remain light durlng the next two weeks as growers: flnlsh harvesting
the remeining fall ‘fiefds.

~ Spring (Calif.)
“‘In Imperial Valley a 1imited volume is being harvested but production is

being restricted by cool veather agcompanied by morning frosts. As increasing acre-
age becomes” avallable for harvest during the next two weeks a somewhat -heevier pro-
ductién ‘is expected Earliest spring flelds in the .Central Coast area and the San
Joaquin Valley will not be available for harvest until February Due to the effects
of cool vweather and frosts throughoux,December and early January it appears likely .
that spring production in Central California will reach volume at a later date than
normal. e N . :
CABBAGE" Iﬁnter (Galif.. Ariz.. Tex Fla.) Productlon in California S Imperial
Valléy - remains light due to.the effects of submormal temperatures.
A limited amount of cabbage for locgl market and mixed cars 1s being produced in
San Diego County,,the Los Angeles area and at Oxnard. - Some increase in supplies may
occur in’ Imperial Valley during the next .two weeks but it is not likely that the
South Coasta’ districts will show any increase until February. - The present-excel-
lent markets are tending to restrict productlon as growers are sacrificing tonnage
~ and harvesting fields on. the young side. Although shipments in Texas have been -
stepped up considerably, they have not reached the volume expected Crops in all
1rrigated sections have continued to make good progress but growth in the Coastal™
Bend has’ been retarded by dry wgather during.the past- several weeks. Shipments from
.the Lower Valley are exoected to show a substantial increase starting the second
nalf of January ond continu;ng through most of kiarch. A light harvest 1s started in
the Céastal Bénd, but tonnage for active harvest will not. be available unless crops
- improve meterially. Cooler weather is needed for quality to hold un. Continued
warm weather is forcing rapid growth of the Florida crop. Crops are in good to ex-
cellent condition but cooler weather would be beneficial. lMovement from the State
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CABBAGE: Yinter'(Cont*d.): econtinuss’'to show an’ inersase, - but ‘is $t111 relatively
: o " 1ight. Harvestipg'should becomg fairly gereral during the second
half of the month, but it will be FPebruary before cutting beédmes heavy. = 7. Jlio

Early Spring: ‘(5 States): Plantingof the spring crop in South Carolida is nearing:
" - completlon. “Due to the loss of many séed beds, it was necessary
for some growers to buy plants. - iany of-the plants:were small  and danaged by cold:-
which resulted in irregular stands. As a whole, however, the spring c¢rop is in fair
condition.
CARROTS: - Fall (10 States) ~In-Califérnia, fall harvest of burched carrots at Salin-
- ~.os’and in the ! Santa.llaria area is over.for-all practical ‘purposss,

but ‘harvesting of: topped carrots in-both' these districts will ¢ontinue during the’ -

next tvo weeks. : Harvesting' of  bunched carrots  will be-resumed~at Huron in the Sam "
Joaquin Vélley as soon as-fields have-dried out enough to ailéw digging but this -
deal 'will providé-only a limited volume during the' next two- weeks. ' - i 1. -

et

Winter: (Calif., Ariz., Tex., La:)‘In California harvesting 'is becoming inéreasing=
ly active in the Imperial Valley and on the :1#mited-acréage in Coachells -
Valley. Production in both these districts should continue to increase but will
probably not:'go'much -above present levels:during thev next o weeks. - - I Arizona,
light shipments are hoving from beth Yumaand ‘Phoénix. " Weather conditions have been
favorable for growth.' In-Texds, growing conditions ha¥e  contifuéd’ favorable in all
irrigated sections and ‘harvest in ﬁﬁéfLoﬁmr*Valléy,'Wihter'Garden;'énd'Laredo sec-
tions was becoming quite active by the middle of the month. Supplies from these
irrigated sections will be'availuble in goed voluis for 'thé next- tito months and the
Lower Valley noW‘has'§Ome“acreage'for“Aprilﬁhaftéét}fiThe'Smali‘qcréage in the
Coastal Bend is‘'neéding rain badly and production will'be 1light unle'ss rains cecur
soon. ) . [ : B

CAULIFLOWER; Winter (Calif., Ariz., Tex., Fla.) A rise in temperatures-in Calis:"
et forniateadsed -an incréase in-production in-the Santa Maria _
area' and resulted in a-sharp"Jump-in*Centiai-Galifbrnia-éhipments.ﬂfPfodhétioh”cah‘ '
continue at about present levels 'for the next &wo weeks If témperatures remainfave.
orable. .- In the San Francisco Bay aréa harvest is'being restricted- dié to heavy ‘'
rains and wet fields but given drying weidtler, an incresss in volume  can be ex=
pected. Some caulifléwer“giound‘has-beénffloo&ed'butﬁno-éeriqué'ldés should occur
unless further rains 'keep 'fields ih a waterlogged condition. " ‘Production in the Los -
Angeles area is relatively light and supplies are being used locally. In Texas, har-
vest has been active in the Eagle Pass and Yinter Garden sections since mid-December.
Peak harvest was'reached during the first half of ‘Januaty, but ' suppliss’from Both
sections are expected: to continue in fairly good volume into the ‘early part of Feb-
ruary. The small acreage in the Lower Valley ‘i's being harvested’ for mixed car: ..
loadings. Quality has been exceptionally good. Condition of the Florida bropfis-4'
generally good. Continued warm weather has caused répid.growth but codler weather:
would be beneficial. Harvesting is now active in the ifanatee-Ruskii &nd ' Sanford—
‘inter Garden sections. The-small acreage' in the Hastings section is tn fair 'to
good condition but very:little harvesting is expected: befors Fobruary. R
Spring: (Calif., Ore.) Due to 'cold weather through mostiofﬁbecgmbér andfearly Jan—-
uary spring fields in:California have been 'retarded and,; unlefds: temperatures
during the next two weeks are more. favorable, produgtion ‘during the first-half of
February may be quite light. :Excessive'moisturdfin‘£iel&sfiﬁ'the San Francisco Bay

area cen adversely affect the e¢rop. = : g i .

«
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§ CELERY:” Late-Fall, 1951 Season (Calif., N.J.). In Celiférnis, fall celéry is still

ETIA AP o being harvested in the Senta viaria-Oceano and the
Delta areas ‘and these districts should continue to furnish a fair carlot volume dur-.
ing the next two weeks. ilost of 'this celery shows at least some frost damage and -
requires stripping of outer lesves in order to mgke grade.- v ,

Winter (Fla., Calif., Ariz.) The continued warm weather in Floride has forced rapid
o growth and hastened maturity in all sections. Qooler weather would benefit
quality‘and‘improve,sizéé;' The rate of harvest increased materially during the firs-

half of the month.end volume from the State should continue to show & further in-

creafie a§ more-acreage reaches the harvesting stage. Light setting for spring har-

vedt cortinues. Production of winter celery continues heavy in Southern Califordia
with most of the rail shipments originating from Chula Vista.- The crop at Chula -

Vista is in excellent shape and has received considerable benefit from well spaced
rains throughout -the fall and winter. Quality is excelleént. There has been no

~,frjos't demage and grovers are cutting out heavy yields of well sized celery. In

‘Orange County frosts during December and early January damaged mature celery end re-
tarded young celery in the colder locations. Only a limited amount from this dis-
trict is moving into carlot channels and most of it is being:sold.in the Los Angeles
market. - Some-excellent quality is available at Oxnard. In-.the southérn San Joaquin
Valley cold weather has retarded development. Some frost damage :1s apparent in all
flelds, amno significant volume will move during the next ‘two weeks. .

. SUEET CORN: Winter (Fla.) The continued warm weather has been very favorable for

plantings of winter corn. Reinfall has been extremely light in

A:the“wihter corn gfowing areas and,-while a large ﬁortion”of this acreage is under

some type of irrigation, a good rain would greatly improve yield prospects. Har-

i vesting was light and erratic during the first half of Januery, but the volume dur-

'ing ‘the second half of the month should improve as more mid-winter acreege comes
inté production. :Supplies now coming from the Pompeno-Delray; Dade County, Fort
ilyers, and Everglades sections will continue throughout the winter. Planting is
about over in the Pompeno and Fort liyers sections and almost completed in Dade Coury
except for a small acreage vhich may be mlanted after early fields of potatogs are
"harvested. Active planting is now underway in the Everglades and will continde dur-
ing the remainder of January and in February.

 CUCUMBERS: Winter (Fla.) Condition ranges from pooT to good with the majority of

: the acreage growing at this time showing prospects for a fair
yield. Volume of shiyments during the first half of Januery declined considerably
as production from late fell acreage finished up and harvest.had started on only a
relatively small amount of winter acreage. Production from the winter acreage is

_expected to show some increase in volume. Imports now coming in from Cuba are being

repacked and, was usual during the winter season, will be distributed from Florida
shipping points. Current Florida supplies are coming principally from the Immokaoo-

. Fort Myers, Pompeno, snd Fort Pierce-Indiantown sections. Harvest is expected to

1

'f"ﬁ
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commence‘in Dade County in late January.

‘Barly Spring: (Fla., Tex.) In Florida, planting in' the  South Florida sections has

been underway since early January end should be about completed by
the latter part of the iionth. MNost of the covered acresge in the “auchula and Veb-
ster sections of. Central Florida has been plented and some of this acreage is un to
o stand. liost of the open field plentings in this area will bte made during the
latter part of Jenusry and early February. ' :
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EGGPLAWT:. Winter (Fla.) - In the importent Pompeno -2ad. Fort Hyers sections of South ‘b

. Florida crops are making fair to good progress. There has been
little or no setback to eggplant in these. areas since .early fall and continued
warm weather has brought about a much heavier nroduction during the early winter
than has occurred for several years. Indications: are. ‘for a continued good volume
throughout the winter period. A light volume is available from the Everglades and
2 limited movement continues from the .fall plantings in the Manatee end Wauchula.
sections. v 4 .

ESCAROLE ; Winter (Fla ) The escarole and chicory crops have made good growth due
to the continued above, normal temperatures However, the qual-

ity and yields are not up to expectations due to the warm weather. Close ‘trimming

is necessary, particularly in the. Everglades., Plantings have been made to provide

a continuous volume throughout the winter period and. good supplies continue in pros-

pect. liost of the production is. coming from the Everglades supplemented by sup-

plies from the Zellwood—oanford Oviedo and Manates-Ruskin sections.

LETTUCE: Winter (Ariz . Calif Fla , Tox. ) In Arizona shipmente .continue from
Yuma.. Harvest of ‘the winter crop in the Phoenix area has been
completed and the .spring deal will not begin for another month. Harvesting of wine-
ter lettuce in California continues to be restricted by subnormal temperatures and
early morning frosts that continue to. plague the Desert areas. Growers are well
up on their fields but at any time that temmeratures show an appreciable increase,
production will expand rapidly. The general quality is excellent but sizes are
running small due to cool weather. The weather in Florida has been much too warm
for the best develonment of the crop. Harvesting is active in all of the princi-
pal producing areas, but yields are below normal. . The Everglades Manatee-Ruskin,
Zellwood-Sanford-Winter Garden, and Webster sections are the principal sources of
supply. kost of the small late acreage in the iicIntosh section has been transplant-
ed. In Texas, good quality lettuce has continued to move from the Lower Valley and
Winter Garden sections. Yields, especially in the Lower Valley, have been excep-.
tionally good. Growing conditions have continued favorable for this crop and both
areas expect production to be available in fair volume through most of February.
Growers in the “inter Garden continue to plantfor a late harvest, starting in late

Illarch and continuing active through April.

Barly-Spring: (5 States) Barliest seeded fields of Californials spring lettuce

: crop are .up to stand but they have not made good progress due to the
retarding effects of cold weather. Field preparation and planting operations in the
Central Coast producing districts have been delayed by rains. While it might appear
at the present time that the California spring crop will be late, it is still too

early to forecast this possibility.

ONIONS: ZEarly Spring (Texas) Conditions have continued favorable for plantings of
_all stages in the irrigated sections and for completing
transplantln of some of the late acreages in the Laredo and Yinter Garden sections.
Early plented crops have made exceptionally good top growth and if no severe ‘set-
back occurs, there will be considerable acreage for early season harvest. There
could be considerable tonnage for late kiarch harvest, but the market outlook will:
be a factor in the growers! watering and fertilizing plans for development of the
earliest plantings. Non-irrigated crops are in need of moisture and thrips was re-
ported to be general in the Coastal Bend section. Crops in the Coastal Bend and .
Raymondville sections had been sufficiently advanced to furnish some harvest of ‘
green onions, but top growth has stopped because of lack of surface moisture. Sut-
soil moisture was being depleted in some areas. No serioud damage has occurred, but
moisture is badly needed in all dryland sections.
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ONIONS Late Spring (Callf,, Ariz,, La., Tex., Ga. ) In.California, planting has
o been completed in - the Desert area .and in Kern County. Trans-
planting is continuing in the Los Angeles, uerced and Stockton areas although ° _
operatlone in the” Stockton area, . have been ‘delayed by wet fields. Transplantlng has
started in part of the’ north: Texas area. ZExtensive. planting, howeVer, will not get
undérway wntil moisture conditions are imprOVed and until after the danger of low
temperatures that often occur in late January and early February. Growers are still
uncertain of their acreage plans and have been slow in. contracting for plants.: -
PEPPERS° Winter (Fla )” Continued warm weather has been favorable far. the winfer .
‘ pepper crop in. South Florida.' Uhile most-of this acreage is. un-
der irrigation, a good rain would be beneficial Supplies during the first haif.
of January jncreased materially over those of the last half of December. During
the second half of January there should be a decided improvement in: volume wi th
harvesting getting into, full swing in the important Pomano sectlon, ‘The crop in
the Fort' hyers area is’in fair condition and is now in its peak harvest. In the
Ever 1ades, light harvasting is in progress, and this. acreage should- reech carlotA
production around the middle of February. If warm weather continues, the South
Florida acreame will moVe its peak volume much earlier. than dur1ng the. past. two
seasons’. .
Springg (Fla.) Transplanting is over. half completed in the important Plent City
- “gection” and is in progress at Webster. ' Seed béds, in’ the Galnesville
area were mostly planted during the early part of January.

POTATOES: Winter (Tex ' Fla ) Harvest of the small acreage of uinter potatoes in

' Texas started the latter part of December and movement has been
fairly active during the past two weeks. liost of the crop is expected to be- har-
vested by the early part of February. In Florida, tbe winter potato crop in the.
Dade County - and ‘Fort Myers sections has made fair to good progress. Top growth is
reported to be good but the prolonged period of dry weather 1s expected to reduce
yields from the high 1level of recent years. The small acreage, in the nverblades
has mostly been harvested with above average yields. Digging is now.active -at Fort
Myers ‘and most of this production will move from January .15. tq- February 15. In.
Dade- County, digging is expected to get underway shortly after the first of February

Early Spring: - (Fla., Tex.) Planting of the spring erop in the Hastlngs section of

Florida, is nearly completed. Land has been prepared for the spring
acreage in the LaCrosse area where .reduced plantings are in prospect. liost of this
crop will be seeded~during the second half of Jarduery. ‘Conditions in Texas have -
been favorable for planting the early spring crop in the Lower Valley. Planting
started around mid-December and was expected to be finished around the middle of
January. Most of the acreage was planted earlier then usual...

SPINACH: Winter (Tex., Ia. , Calif.) In Texas, lack of moisture still prevails in

* “the non—irrigated areas but a light movement has .continued from-
the Coastal Bend. Considerable acreage in this area has deteriorated beyond re-
covery. Some of the Raymondville acreage is under irrigation and movement from
this area will continue through Februsry. Crops in the Eagle Pass and YWinter Garden
sections are furnishing increased supplies and, although solid carlot loadings have
shovn some increase, the total movement is yet comparatively light. liost growers
are harvesting only on orders.
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SOUASH: Winter (Fla.) The winter crop in-the .South Florida areas:continues-to ‘

make fair to :good progress. Shipments during the first half of
January'xere slightly heavier than during the last half ‘of December and indica-:-
tions are for contiaued good volume . 7The Pompano and Dade County sections will:
be the principel sources of supply supplemented by a 11ght volume from the Fort
Myere, Immokalee and Indiantown sections. - i
STRAVBERRIES® 'Winter (Fla;) ‘The . crop in the Plant City, Wauchula, Webster, and»

Starke-Lawtey sections is in fair to good condition. Har-

vesting is row active in the Central Florida sections with very light picking in
progress in the Sterke-Lawtey seéction of North Florida. "The¢ volume from the
State - ie expected to reach peak 1evels by the latter part of the month

TOHATOLS: ‘&nter (Fla.) The continued warm- Weather has been faVorable for: the ' t

¢rop in thé South Florida areas, but lack of rainfall is-caus-" ;
ing some reductions in yield-prospects. <Active harvesting is mow in progress in
the important Dade Gounty gection ‘and ‘this"deal should reach peak volume: during -
Februery and Maréh. “In the Immokalee area, fields for winter harvest are coming"
into production and this section will be a continuous source  of - supplies- durlng
the winter months.

Early Spring: (Fla., ‘Tex., ‘Galif.) In Florida, seeding for spring harvest in the
o " TFort Pierce. Immokaleé¢, "and lanatee~Ruskin areas is about completed
and young plants are making favorable ‘progréss. ‘Transplanting is in progress in
the Trail section of Collier County. Seed beds have mostly been planted in the
ebster sectiorn 'end seeding to the field is expected to get: ‘gtarted 'in. the ‘Oxford-
Belleview-Ocala aree during the ‘second half of Janusry. -Conditions in Texas have
been favorable for early plantings of the Lower Valley crop. A good rain would ‘be
beneficial and help to replenlsh. the limited water supply in many sectidng’ of the ™
Valley. liost plantings, however, have had enough irtigation to carry the crops
for some time.' '"ith thée favorable growing temperatures of the past two weeks, all
crops have had 'a good start. The Lower Valley is expected to have production at:
an earlier date than usual. Some plantings were up several ‘inches the 1atter .
part of December. In California, freezing temperatures and cold weather in the
Imperial Valley have damaged and retarded the covered acreage planted for:winter:
harvest. As a result supplies are light and there appears to be noe prospect of an
increase:’ durlng the next two weeks. S .

WATERMELONS: Iate Sgrin (Celif., Fla.) Plantings in South Florida wére nearly .’
completed by early January and most of this early ‘

acreage is up and growing with an cccasional field starting to rum. In the Centralﬁ
Florida area, most of the plantings will be completed by the latter part of Janu~-
ary. A geod many early fields are .up and no material damage was reported from' - °
the cold of January 8 and 11. In North Florida, most fields have been prepared

for planting and seeding in this area wlll be active during the second ‘half of

January and eerly February.




