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Conditions during the first half of March were generally favorable for spring-season
truck crops in the more southerly producing areas comprising south Texas, Louisiana,
southern Alabama, and Florida, But in the area extending from South Carolina and-
North Carolina westward to north central Texas, growth was retarded, cultivation
impeded, and planting delayed by excessive moisture. Cold and rainy weather in
California spring producing areas was unfmvorable. In the Pacific Northwest, condi-
tions thus far have been almost ideal. In Arizona, conditions during early barch
were generally favorable, These spring producing sections will furnish the bulk

of vegetable supplies during the second quarter of the year, inasmuch as shipments
of winter vegetable crops will be largely completed by April 1.

During the first part of March, weather in the main producing sections of Cclifamia
turned warm and quite favorable, Grqowers were enabled to work and cultivate their
plantings, which had become quite weedy during the February rainy period., In the
northern areas, high winds cancelled sqome of the good effects of the earlier rains.
At mir—month, low temperatures were reported in several districts. Reported damage
to'date is apparently confined largely to asparagus, early potatoes in the San
Joaquin Valley, and paas in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys. Little damage
has occurred to the winter wvegetables, but frosts in these areas have slowed the

| development of these crops. The heavy rains in the southern counties have been un-
favorable to many of the vegetable plantings. ZExcessive soil moisture is adversely
affecting some broccoli, cauliflower, and cabbage in this area. Quite a bit of the
acreage seeded just prior to the rains will have to be replanted, because of failure
of growers to obtain good stands. )

Progress of commercial truck crops in the Texas early districts continu=d satisfact-
ory. Temperautres wepe favorable for plant growth and practically all areas receiv-
ed generous rains over the week-end of March 11, Harvesting overations were only
slightly retarded, Solid carlot movement of vegetables during the past two weeks
continued to be at a higher level than last year, Supplies of most winter crops
are still plentiful and quality is generally good, Beets, carrots, ond cabboge are
available in most districts, but spinach"supplies are limited mainly to the irriga-
ted districts of Eagle Pass and the Winter Garden.

Conditions in the Texas early spring districts are favorable. Beans, notatoes and
tomatoes are making good progress and nlantings of cantaloups, cucumbers and water-
elons are being completed -in many of the earliest districts. Growinz crops have

not experienced any' set-back and all crops promise earlier-than-usual »roduction,

(Continued on page 9)
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ARIICﬁOR@S: ”erm weatherxln California last week brought ﬁhe crom on quite raplmJ
and growers were mak1n°:£a;rly heavy cuttlngs ‘when frosts occurred, -
Little serioug damage has resulted aithougﬁ some bud discoloration may be expecteq
in the ero. hervested during ‘the next fen days., Production has also been’ slowed
consideredly. ~ - . \ pee S \ s

\

ASPARAG S:° A few crates of South Carollna asparagus haVe been shleped out it wil
. be absout April 1 before shipping becomes general and about' mid-April
for neal: of movement. Yield, per-.acre. is expected o be ‘average or betjer but a smy
er acreaze is 1likely to result in a 7 percent smaller’ crop. “The Callfo;nléxuarvem
galned considerable headway -during. the warm weather last week. However, thé north

winds waich »nrevailed during this period lowered the quallty."iemperaot ~es ‘over -

the Delta orea veried. In some sections where frost occurred the larvest will be
delayed for two or three days. In Washinsgton, some new bearing fields have come iy,
to production, but the acreage of asnaragus in 1944 will remain the saine or decreagy
slightly. Condition is very good, with average yields expected. Harvest will begj
between Ap:il 5 and 10. Huch of’ the crop will probably be diverbted to auick-~freesze
and canninj »nlants.

LR ;
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LIkA BEAWS: . The Florlda w1nter qcreage inthe "Pompano sectlon is generally in pp@’
condltlon and suonlles will'continue lisght untll new spring olhntlngs
come into oeﬂvlnb.. ”he main sprlﬁé’acreage in the Bawthorne section-is-well ad~A5
vanced. . liost. of - the crop is up. and’ “dul'tivation has startedi - Under:fpvorable con-
dltlons o lizht haxvest can. ve exnected shortly after the middle..of- May., . Plantlng
of lima beans in South Caroling has ‘been delayed 10 days to 2 weeks. by excessive '
moisture. ‘ith favorable weatker plahtlng Shduld become general about liarch 20.
SNAP BEAWS: In Florlda hot dry weathelr &urlnb rebruary and the ﬁlrSu wveek in
Harch greatly reduced the volume of beans which was expected to come
from the wvinter acreage along the lower ‘East Coast. .In thée “Pompano section wheret
main acreoage is located the volume is déelining and will be very light after the
first of AﬂLll.' The dry weather damaged“bhe quality .to suchuan.exteat that much
of the crom vas not harvested. In the Hémestead area, a very-disanpointing season
is nearlj over., Abandonnent in thls sectlon was h&avy because of noor guality,
disease, ond subsequent low reuurns. : o SRS
A Forida . Croan s
Plantin" of ule/sprlng crop 1s nearing completion., A 1light velume is beginning to
move fror the Lake Okeechobee section where the main acresage is located. This
section hos had very little’ raln since-nlanting began but the crop as a whole is
in fair to zood condition. nhe ‘Yolume should increasé:duripg the latter part of
March, with the deal gettlnb into full production about. the first of Anril, In the
central and. northern counties, planting has been completed and most of the crop is
up and groving nicely. Under favorable conditions the earliest plantings eround
McIntosh should be ready for harvest about- April 15.” Crops in the Texas Lover . ;
Valley - earliest district - were benefité&d’ by recent general. rains, and are now1n
good concdition., A light harvest is' expected the. last of March with pro oductien in
volume in early April. barly crops outside of  the Lower Valley also received good
rains and cre in splendid tondition. Later districts have hot been able to- plant
becapse of vet fields. Planting vf the liississippi snap bean -crop will begin dur
week of liorch 20. In South’ Carolina, wet soil has delayed planting some 10 days.,
to 2 weel's. Only a small percentage of the acreage had been planted by liarch 15.
These nlantings were in Beaufort and Charleston counties. With favorable weather,
planting siould become general bv the end of this week, ‘

i

"

BEETS: Sqlnnents ‘of beets in Texas continued active with total solid corlot mov&
ment for the season amounting to 598 cars commared with 345 cors at the

same date last year. Shipments of beets to out-of-State canners accounts for somé|

of the increased movement, Supplies of good quality beets will continue %to be
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'Egggghizxgggg. avallable in most dlstrlcts for tne next two nonths, but end~oz~sea3(
) volume may. be lighter than usual. In Horth Carolina, excessive rain

in the entire HNew Hanover County area have .been injurlous to beets, Iuch reseeding

has been uecessary; however, that seed not washed .away has ﬂermlnateo nornslly.

The outlook now is that beet harvest may be one to two weeks later than usual, al-
though good weatiher .can. change the entlre situation in.a few days.

BROCCOLI: In Ca llfornla brocc011 is. avallab;e in most of the coastal areas .since

the spring crop is now coming into productlon. Quallty is ;enelally
good, and a fairly heavy movment may be, expected during the remainder of Harch.
harvestlno in the Arizona .Salt;River Valley is virtually completed Cuttings during
the rest of the month will be 11mited to.-meet local needs and for some movenent 1n
rixed cars Shipment in solid ‘carlots. may..be exnected from a small late ﬂcreage to
. be harvescoc in April, - : : :

CABBAGI: v’lantlngs in southern Callfornla are showing the adverse elfects of the

' neavy rains in Februarj. It is quite likely that some of the acrenge will
be eliminated because of poor crop prospects. - Cabbage is still plentiful in most
California morkets, with the Imnerial Valley furnishing the bulk of the nwresent
offerings. lervest should be completed in the Imperial Valley within fire next - two
weeks, at which time the market situation in other dlstrlcts is exnected to 1mprove.
Light moveirent of solid cars of Arigzona cabbage is evpected to continue throughout
Kerch from fields located in the Salt River and Yuma Valleys. It is e“oected that
harvesting at Yuma will be completed soon after April 1. Harvestins of lote
acreage in the Salt River Valley should get under way about Aprll la ﬁnd continue
through lay.e . FE ‘
Shipments of Texas cabbage the past 15 days averaged 45 cars a day compared with an
| averaze of 56 cars a day the wrevious tvo-week period. Iliovement. was stimuloted the
past few doys by the imnroved nrice levels but sunplies were §£iI1 in excess of
narket reoulreﬂents. Only the best nual1ty cabhage is beingz cut and some ~Tovers
are unable to disnose of present nroduction. Crops being neld for April and May
production are in good condition. The nresent outlook is for fairly liberal Suppllef
of good cobbage through most of kay. The movement of cabbage from Florida las
passed its Deak but will continue heavy throughout March and during the Tirst half
of April. A fair amount of late cabbage will be available in Hay. Tie bulk of the
crop is in fair to good condition but an, unusually large mercentage of tlis crop
ha& been of inferior quality caused by poor seed, insects, and dry hot weother.
 Low returns have caused much tonnage to be left in the fields.

In M1ss1s51 i, Drowth of plants has been 1rregular and many fields have _poor to
falr stands. FProspects now point to below~-average yields this season. .T:e cobbage
crop in South Alabama is in fair condition, but marketing .is. slow. In sofie in- .
stances thie crop is being.fed to 11vestoch In South Carollna, condition is poor,
luch of the crop hasa reddish, drownedyout apnearance and "seeders" are very nre-:
valent, liovement will hardly get under. way oefonsAprll 1, In. zennessee setting.
of plants in the field began in a small way around March 3 but. was delayed because
of wet soil conditiens. It is expected that this work will not be completed until
about liarch 23, which will be a week to 10 days later than usual. Plﬁnts_ore ‘Te-

orted as being plantiful and in good condition and a, substantial increase in acreag:
is expected.

CANTALOUPS s California Imperial Valley cantalouns are. now being thinned cnd the
: covers removed. Cantaloups have made a slow.growth this year because
f the : senerally cool weather which has prevailed in the Imnerial Valléy, ''ith
avorable growing weather from now on melons may be available. about on schedule,
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CAKTALOUPSL,CONT‘D. although at this time they are a week to ten days behind a nop,

i . mal development. Some early acreage has been3)1anted in the W
San Joaquin Valley; however, the bulk of the planting im this area will be made dyp. |
ing the nex: four weeks. Present indications point to a sizeable increase in the 5
acreage 7or July and August harvest in the San Joaquin Valley.

CARROTS: Harvest of the carrot crop in the California Imperial Valley is in"full
' swing"and is expected to continue fairly heavy for another 30 days. Som[l
fields of carrots at Yuma, Arizona aré expected to be harvested for dehydration,
but fresy shinments may coptinue at the nresepnt rate from Yuma throughou lazch ang
dieivecitiin fiy - RLE S B A R R E IS
of the moveaent to-date has been bunched carrots. . Prospects remain favorable for
good quality and tonnage. Supplies of carrots in Texas continue plentiful, but
shinments showed a slight decline compared with the previous two-week neriod. kostfl
of the reduced movement was in the Winter Garden section where early season progres
was poor. Coastal Bend crops were benefited by rains the nast two-weelz period.
A light horvest is started in this area, but volume will not be- availeble until eay
April. The Lower Valley will continue to ship into June, but Winter Gorden crops

are expected to be cleaned up a little earlier than usual.

CAULIFLOU:R: Vorm weather in California last week hastened maturity of the caulifl
’ crop in the central coastal areas and daily shinments sharply incress
" Begause of frost Wednesday morning in most of the northern cauliflowver producing an
cutting vvas slowed considerable and the deal will probably get baclt to a nore norm
praduction. Host of the spring cauliflower will be harvested by the end of liarch, |
Harvestin; of Oregon winter canliflower which is concentrated in the Roseburg area
was retorded by cold weather around March 15. The meak of the harvest is expected |
“during the veel of March 20-25: - Quality thus® far has been-good. - -

CELERY: The Florida celery crop held up fairly well under the dry, hot weather of

Tebruary, but yields were reduced in some instances by over maturity and
disease. The recent rains have greatly improved conditions. The rail carlot move.
ment throuzh liarch 15 was 4,375 cars compared with 4,281 cars for the same neriod
~last yeor. Planting of the soring crop is nearing commletion.

CUCUABERS: In Florida, dry weather did some damage to that part of the s»ring
i acreage which was not under irrigation or was planted on high land. MK
of the crop, however, is in good condition. A few early pickings are just beginniy
to come in, vith the deal getting under way by April 1. Supplies will be avojlabl
during April from the trough acreage in Sumter and Lake Counties, Wauchulo, lianate:
Fort Myers, Immokolee and Indian River sections. The acreage around McIntosh shoul
come into »nroduction about kay 15 with the LaCrosse section coming in a weelr later
In Texas, a large acreage of cucumbers is planted and conditions have been favorabl
for good stands and early growth. UWorm damage has been rather extensive, but sone
fields are undamaged and those seriously hurt are being renlanted. A few isolated
districts could use additional moisture, but the area as a whole has a splendid -
moisture supply. Present progress of the crops indicate a fairly good volume of li
April production with all areas furnishing supplies in early May. '

EGGPLANT: The movement from the Florida winter acreage continues 1izght, with FPomp
‘ and Fort Myers being the chief sources of sunply. Transplanting of the
spring crop has been comnleted in most of the central counties.

ESCAROLT: ihe Florida éscarole deal in the Manatee, Sanford, and 'inter Garden
sections is practically finished. Supplies during the remainder of the
season will gome largely from the Everglades and from small acreages on the muck

at Weirsdale and Zellwood.
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LETTUCT: Hafvest in the Callfgrnla Imperial Valley should be completed in another

week or ten days. Cool weather has been favorable for develonnent of the
late planted fields. Quality in the Valley shows a wide range. Sone lettuce will
be harvested out of the Delano district toward the end of the week or the first part
of next week. With favorable weather it is quite likely that there will be a fair
movement out of this section by the first of April. In the Salinas-Vatsonville
district, a little of the early wlanting will be available for harvest tovard the
end of March and it is possible that the first of April will see a light deily move-
ment out of the Salinas area. Lettuce plantings in most districts of the state have
made excellent progress during the past two weeks.

Current supplies of Arigzona lettuce are moving largely from Yuma, where harvest is
expected to continue heayy until March 22 but may be virtually complete b the end
of the month. Spring plantings in the Salt River Valley are now cominz into wroduc-
tion, and movement is expected to increase sharply during the next weelk. 'ith the
season delayed, large supplies of lettuce in the Salt River Valley will be available
for harvest during the next month, and it now appears that shipments will be in
heavy volume from March 22 until about April 10. Yield and quality wrospects have
improved by recent rains and lower temperatures.

In Florida, the Boston lettuce season is practically finished in the Sanford and
Mianatee sections. Some shipments are beinz made from the acreage around LicIntosh.
This-deal will last until around April 1. A light movement of Icebers is coming
from the Everglaies and from a small late acreage at Sanford., Plantings in the
Weirdale and Florahome section will not be ready for harvesting before the first
week in April, South Carolina is not expected to yield very heavily because of re-
cent heavy rains. . Shipping may begin about March 25 but it will lilely be April 1
before it becomes general. Peak movement is expected around April 15. Lettuce in
North Cirolina is growing nicely with little or no damage from wet or cold veather,
Some fields are becoming grassy, but one or two warm, dry days will be sufficient -
to permit cultlvatlon. There should be a light movement about April 25, reaching
heavy volume within a week or so after that. i

ONIONS: Practically all south Texas onion areas received good rains liarch 10-11 and,

temperatures during the remainder of the nast two-week vmeriod were favorab}.
for cron development Absence of reports on the early March blight infestation were
noticeable., Coastal Bend crops were reported in good condition and the wectler in
other districts was favorable for average-season progress. Harvesi of the south
Texas crop for green onions became widespread the first half of March, but the
RaymondV1lle area was the only section shivwping solid carlots. A total of 12 solid
cars of green onions were moved by the middle of March, with considerable volume
going into nixed cars. Temperatures during the nast two weeks were morc conducive
to maturity of crops in the Laredo district than in other areas, but crops in this
section were more in need of growing weather than favorable maturlnﬁ conditions. Th
weather the last half of March will have a marked influence on the »rob:ble mwturlty
dates in all areas.

Progress of the Vorth Texas crop is later than this area has experienced in several
years. loisture has been excessive in all areas with only short intervals of dry
weather since December. Some plants have been "mudded-in" and those set undér favor-
able weather conditions have made only slow growth. Plantings that were exnected

to show about 25 percent increase over last year are now expected to be considerably
‘under last year's acreage, Loss of mlants has been heavy in all sections. Supplies
however are still plentiful in south Texas, hut the time element in setting them
‘into tqe morth Texas area is an important factor now, Perfect weotier the remainder
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ONIOUS, COuZT'D: of March may restlt in considerable acreage being set put-continueq

" rains will result’-ih a drastic reductlon The Taylor district is
still planting, but most other early districts quit planting about March 10. Prac-
tically 21l the old onion distriets < northiof Ellis-County - plan to set nlants to
the fields the remainder of March. ‘A small acreage ‘has been growing since January
and no serious weather has arfected ‘th'ése crops,. but most of the crop wvas planted
in late Fevrvary and early March or ‘8t11l remains to be planted. Under the most
favorable conditions the rest of the ‘season, volume productlon from North lexas is
not exected until around the mlddle of June. S B

Plantings in California made good headway during the past 2 weeks in practicelly all
areas of the state. The early crons in southern:California and in the San Joaquin
Valley hove been weeded and cultivated and are in:good condition generally, Late
onions nre still being planted and 1ﬁdlcat10ns nowxp01nt to an acreage heavier than
that anticipated earlier 'in the deal. o &

GREZEN PTAS: Hervest of sbrlng peas in. the Imperlal Vqlley of California will pro-
bably continue’ through March. ' Thé bulk of the crop has been picked and

the remaining shipments out of'the Valley will be light. Low temperauvtres the mor-
ning of liorch 15 damaged the pea crops in the Sacramento and San Joaguin Vﬂlleys.
,Hurvest will be delayed and- enrly volume reduced in'most sections. The Bokersfield
-area shows spotted éffect with 'a probable 30 to 40 .vercent reduction in the crop.
Firebough Hendota area was not seriously hurt but-there was .some "burn" d.nage. Peas
.. 'were cut. bockfln the’ Los Banos and Madera area and will have to produce: vines to make

a crop which will come’ ‘in hot weather. In the Tracy Carbona section. nbout half the
acreage uas. in bloom or pod and will now be delayed until. the new crop forms, Late
.plantings vere cut back 3t 4 weeks. Some hill planting around Trocy was apparently
Sunhurt. a1ver sectlons were delayed 3 to 4 weeks on most plantings. :-

- The movement of Florida“peas is very light. The deal in the Everglaces is nrwcticany
finished, Scattered plantings over the central part of the State are coming into
bearing but most of this production is going into local conmswmption. Picking on
pthe acrecge around McIntosh will begin about March 20. In ]} Mississipni, a small crop
is indicated this yeqr because of réduced acreage and only fair yield prospects,,
?lants are be: 1nn1ng to bloom but are>Bélow normal in growth for mid-linrch, ~ In
South Corolina, peas are approaching tHe blooming stage in reasonably good .condition,
and first shipments are expected about April 15.: Reports indicate a smuller acreage,

PEPPZRS: The Florida winter acreage in the Pompano. section has passed its neﬂk of
wroduction and the volume is now declimning., - The dry, hot wenther damaged
thmt part of the crop which wns not under water.control, dbut the rest of the crop
is in foir condition. Under favorable conditions a good volume should be meintained
well into April, The spring crop 1n the centralﬁcountles has been transnlated and

~is making good progress.,’

e
R Y

CONEEBCIAL EAPLY IRISH POTATOES: The Dade County, Florida, crop is over one~half dug
B Yields have been very light and sizes small. The
Hastlngs section has had several good rains recently and the crop is now in excellent
_condition. Host o ‘the crop is well adv anced and with favorable condltlons for the
remainder of the se4son high yields should be produced. Digginz will . start in the
more advanced field$ around Federal Point and Bunnell the week of March 27. The
‘crop around LnCrosse suffered slight frost damage but most .of the plants were not
far enouzh advanced’ to be’ materially affected‘ M01sture conditions are good and the

crop -is Iroving nlcely.
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COMi:ERCIAL EATLY IRISH POTATOSS, GONT'D: The Texas Lower Valley potai cirop is in

. ' good ‘condition. Growing conditions were
favorable the first half of March. Blight that was showing in a few fields in early
March has been .checked, Prospects now point to early April production end most of
the crop will be harvested by May 1. -Crops in the early sections outside of the
Lower Valley — mostly non—irrigated_acreége - received good rains the wmwast two weeks
are malkzing the usual progress with a few fields a little further advanced than nor-
mal. Some production will be available ‘the early part of May. Plantin;s of the
central Texas crop was pretty well completed around the middle of larcik, but moistur
is excessive and continued wet weather may result in some loss of acreoage., Late
sections of the Late Spring group of counties are still too wet to mlant-and if
growers cannot get into the fields the next two weeks a material reduction of com-
mercial plontings may occur. '

In California, frost hit the potato deal in Kern County hard the morniny of liarch 1%
with a temperature of 26 degrees. It is impossible to determine at this time the
full extent of the damage, but harvest.which was expected to start on some of the
eerly acreage April 10 will be delayed. Sizes also will be reduced. A considerable
part of the acreage was burned back to the ground and will be delaved a week or 10
days. '/ith the total of close to 50,000 acres in the county, approximately 19,000
“acres vere in the early districts of Edison and Lerdo, and perhaps 10,000-15,000
acres were acdvanced to where tubers had already formed,

In Mississippi, plantings vary from normal to two weeks late, Wet solid delayed
planting end caused some rotting of seed in the ground. Plantings are expected to
be larzely completed this week. Probably 50 nercent of the acreage is now upe In
- the Beldwin County, Alabama, area the:crop is getting off to a good start. Veather
has been favorable and stands are good. ‘ Low temperatures during the past week did "
no material harm, and indications are.that the crop will begin to move about the
first weelz in May. The South Carolina -crop is planted, but is not yet un to a
stand. Recent heavy rains have been unfavorable for germination, but it is too earl
to assess damaze to stands, if any,

In Arkansass, potato planting has been seriously delayed because of wet Fields; ‘
probably less than one-half of the intended acreage is in the ground. It is likely
that the intendedAacféages will not be nlanted because of the lateness of the seasorg
In Louisiana, potatoes generally have responded satisfagctorily to recent nore favor-
able weather and earlier plahiings are making good growth. However, stands cre ex—
pected to be uneven in some areas because of seed rot. ZExcessive early seoson rains
caused irréegular planting and much of the crop wert:into the ground tuo or three
weeks later than usual. This is expected to result in a somewhat delayed and irregu.
lar harvesting season. In Tenne'ssee, February and March rains have delored soil
preparction and planting of potatoes. Field work is 1 to 2 weeks behind the usual
schedule with most plantings expected to be made during the second holf of liarch.
For this reason, acreage planted may fall below that intended, In North Corolina
potatoe =wleonting continues to be delayed because of excessive soil moistuvre, with
60 %o 70 wercent of the planting done to date. Some early potatoes were lost by
rotting,and in low »laces in fields some late nlantings have rotted. Indications
are that stonds may be rather spotted, with a consequent reduction in yields, There
also has been some leaching of fertilizer because of flooding.

§£lﬂé9§§- In Texas, shipments the remainder of the season will come mainly from the
Zdagle Pass and Winter Garden irrigated districts. Supolies of good
Quality spinach will be available through most of April. 3Both of these districts
9¥Pect to finish the season with about the same movement as was shinped last year.
Spinach in Arkansas has shown marked recovery in quality in the past two wvecks.



TRUCK CROP TZWS - . .- - 7=8 - TC-44: 307 “Merch 21;-1944

SPI‘:IACI-Z, COliT‘D Hatvesting for.canningihas beer -delayed bacause of.web Tields,

-Four cars of fresh spinach moved out the first week in liarch ang’
a fresh nerlet "aovement in volume probably w1ll sta.rt about Aprll l.

. fs T . ’
The spring; sj;nnach vcrop~-i.n ’asnlggton will b.e increased over“ last year, esoemann
in the Puzet Sound -area, where harvest has already started. Harvest will bBegin
April 5 in the Yalla Walla area but not until :Mgy around Spokanes In Pennsylvani,
winter-planted acreage of sninach in . the Bucks-Philadelphia‘area was reduced sh
ly comared with a year ago.® The wintered-over crop is generally. in anly fair co
dition., A rather large increase -in spring=planted-spinach’ is expected in this ap
The wintered-over crop in other -southeastern:-areasis generally in good cor\dluon
but acreczes are. comnaratively small. : In the northeastern sections of the State,
the crop vss nearly all frozen out owing to the lack of adequate snov m‘otectlon

SHALLOTS: Louisiana shallots resnonded to .recent bright,. open weather and t'hevlat!
crop is! showing good quallty. ‘Older. shallots are about finished. Supy
contlnue rather short. AP : '

. SQUA.SH: Flovida squash- is moving in volume from all the w1nter sectionse Princiy
: points are Pompano, Homestead; Fort Myers, and Fort Pierce. ‘The acreage|
the Central counties, principally around Plant City and McIntosh, is mﬁl-ln,?”ood
Drogress. Harvest around,Plant City should .become fairly active. by April: e -

STP._A'.'JBEI-IIS: Contjinued favorable weatherin Louisiana has develoned. the straw.
.berry .grop.ranidly. The first- solld car moved March 14 with 7 can
jbeln* shivned the-following day - -the earliest-carlot movement’ date since 1939 wh
the first corload was shipped:iarch 11. - Although' acreage is down 20 percent from
‘last yeor, pneoent prosnects:are - for about average yields in: contrast to the ver
low yields of a year ago.: Some .crown rot has been: ‘reporteéd but gene;.ally Pl ants
are developing satisfactqorily. Although slightly small, the nresent berries &re
. coloring nicely,:-In Florida, recent-rains were beneficial to the strawberwry crop
in the Plant City area where the volume had been materially reduced by the dry

weather, Srl sments will be very light from this section for the remainder o the
season. The small -acreage in the-Starke-Lawtey section 'is mow in production,.and
will reach its peak around April Le - In South Alabama the crop is in fair condlty
and harvest will begin about April:15..- In Central and North-Alabama the crop isi
poor condition and-movement will begin about lMay-1. Acreage ‘this year. 1s ‘substan
tially less than last and stands are good e RS

The extrene cvrough.t in Tennessee durlng last summer and fall reduced the strawber
stands on¢ caused a substantial reduction in acreage for picking this year. Febre
ary rea 1nu11 of aoout 10 inches,- with mild temneratures,. was favorable for 3 roivth,
and unless the crop is injured’ by later freezes a fair yield is in prospect. Vef?
few grovers erect a» good -yield even:with favorable weather because of poor stand
and small size of plants., Freeze damage to Arkansas strawberries was nezligible |
. since only scattering buds had developed at the time of the freeze I\iarcl- ’7 and 8
The cron has advanced abOut normally. - .

TOMAJ.O."JS: The Florlda w1nter acreage in':Dade a.nd Broward Counties is now in the

nealz of nroduction., The-Broward: County acreage is in excellent ‘eondif
and nrocucing cood yields, but condition of the Dade County crop is cons siderably
_ below-nornale, Labor, for harvesting. the.erop is scarce and. some.nroduction is:Deil
left in he Tield. “Recent rains have bengfited the Collier County cron and tlns
acreage  vill be in full production by the last week-ih March. o
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:DEAEQ§§LQQ§2121 The Florids - spring acreage in the.hanatee and Inaﬂﬁn River sections
: o is making good nrogress. Sone early fields might be verdy Ly Anril
10 out &erv l;utle activity is etnected before April 15.° The. scatteroc a.creage in
the cenurnl counties 'is.well” advanCed and making good Nrogress.,.

The Igzég Lo”ef Valley tbmaﬁo ¢rop contimued to meke good progress cduring the past
two weel:s. Some fields have »nlants beginning 5o blaom and the weather is Icvorable
for tihe early blooms to hold. With continued ‘Javorable weather, this district
promises a fairly good volume of mid-April pro iuction. Earvest of the Lowver Valley
crop started last season about the middle of Aoril, with the first solid carlot
moving April 19. Plants for a large acreage i1 Zast Texas are available, but the
outlool at this time is not too favorable. Al areas have been too wet. A large
part of the nlants have been set to the cold f.ames, but plants nave not made the
desired srowth and some losses have occurred. A few growers plan to bezin setting
plants to the fields the last two weeks in Mar:h and some are goinz set direct from
the hot beds to the fields. -The continued raiis have delayed preparation of the
land and any further delay in getting into the fields may result in the curtailment
of nlanting activities.,

In Mississippi, tomato plants are in cold fram:ss in fair to good condition. Trans-
planting to open fields will begin the week of darch 20, if weather conditions per-
mit. In Zennessee, relatively mild weather wih plenty of rainfall has been favor-
able for tosiato plants,which are still in hot jeds, Very little worlk has been done
on the cold frames because of wet weather. Growers expect to start treasplanting
to cold rframes about March 15. The crop was profitable last year but most srowers
exnect o reduced arreage this year because of :she uncertain labor situation.

WATERLLOHS: In Florida the watermelon crop i1 the Leesburg section is molzing
excellent progress. Recent rain; have been very beneficial and the
crop - well advanced. With favorable conditisns a few growers are e:pecting to
have melons ready for market by the week of a7 8. Some melons in the Live. Oak
section vere killed by frost during the week of March 5-11 but only a smoll vortion
of the crop in this section was out of the ground.at that time. In Texas, a large
acreage oi watermelons in the earliest districts is growing nicely. Proopacts noint
to production around the middle of May. Plantings in central Texas node 5god progres
the mast two weeks and with good growing weather thisTdrexwill have »nroduction about
the middle of June. East Texas areas arc still toc wet to nlant but zrovers mlan
a large acreage, ioisture conditions are favorable in all districts of the State.
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Contimued from page 1.

Planting operations in later spring districts are behind schedule because of excess—
ively wet fields. The &lay is affecting the North Texas onion acreage variicularly
and retarding field work in the East Texas tomato area. Early potato crops are
planted and making good headway. Later districts have planted only o small ncreage
during intervals of dry weather. Most of these districts still have time to plant
average acreageswith the exception of onions, and moisture is ample to corry crops
for a long period.

The drought which had prevailed over southern and central Floridn for most of the
winter months was broken by rains during the week of March 5-11, which came just in
time to prevent a widespread deterioration of crops, Conditions arc now favorable
for all crops except in a few localities where the rainfall was licht., In the winter
seéction of Florida, where the rainfall was lightest, many of-the crops were too far
advonced to benefit materially but in the spring sectlon the rains were of great
value, A few frosts occurred in the northern and central part of the state during
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the first L2lf of Marc¢h but the damage to crops was very slight. Pla ntlng of mogt
of Florids saring crops is completed or nearing completion, and development 1Slmq
further cdvonced than is usual at this season of -the year, Labor for harvésting .
the crops now in production is a. serious problen which is giving the growers mmch:
concern. Some produce has been left in the fields because of the scarcity of 1aw
and the fact that returns to growers were unsatisfactory.
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