BLUESTEM (FLINT HILLS) AND OSAGE PASTURE REPORT -- JUNE 1, 1968
KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA

. June 12, 1968
The June 1 condition of grazing feed on the Bluestem pastures of Kansas and
the Osage pastures of Oklshoma is well above both a year earlier and average,

according to the Crop Reporting Board. Spring rainfall has been ample and prospects
for summer grazing are good. Stock ponds are mostly full.:

Movement of cattle into the Bluestem-0Osage area dur:l.ng J‘ammry throu@: May totaled
18%,000 head, about the same as last year but 20 percent below average. The January
1, 1968 inventory of cattle and calves in the area was 1,256,000 head, up 3 percent
from January 1, 1967 and 12 percent above average. Cattle went on pagture in above
average condition and are making Zood gains.

KANSAS BLUESTEM (FLINT HILLS) PASTURES: Pasture feed was in good to very good
condition in the Bluestem area of Kansas on June l. Rainfall during the gpring has
been emple and grass made good early growth. Adequate to abundant summer grazing
is expected. Ponds are mostly full. Condition of pasture feed on June 1 in the
Hluestem area vas 90 percent, 20 points above last year and 9 points above average.

Inshipments of cattle and calves into the Bluestem area of Kansas during the
first 5 months of 1968 are estimated at_158,0(_)0 head compared with 155,000 head
during the same period a year earlier and the average of 187,000 head. The January
1, 1968 number of cattle and calves in the srea was 1,109,000 heed, the highest on
record. The number of stock ca.ttle kept in the ares on a year a.round ‘basis 18 in-
creasing.

The condition of cattle and calves on June 1 was 88 percent, well above last
year's 81 percent and the average of 85 percent. Catile moved into the Bluestem .
area about the same time as in 1967. Cattle went on grass in fair to good condition
and have made good gains. Stockmen report an average expected fall shipping date of
September 10, about 3 days later than last year and a little later than average._

Bluestem pastures were 97 percent filled by June 1, the same as last year and
average. .

OKTAHOMA OSAGE PASTURES: Osage pastures were providing good supplies of grazing
feed on June 1. Rainfall has Been adequate to plentiful this spring. Most stock
ponds are full. Pasbure feed condition on June 1, at 90 percent, is up 6 points from
a year earlier and 8 points above average.

January-Mey shipments of cattle and calves into the Osage pasture area are
egtimated at 26,000 head compared with 28,000 head a year earlier and the average of
bY4,000 head, There were 147,000 cattle and calves in the area on January 1, 1968
compared with 141,000 head a year earlier. Condition of cattle wms reported at 86
vercent, the same as a year earlier but 1 point above average. Cattle are making good
gains. Stockmen report peak marketings are expected around August 23.

Osage pastures were 95 percent filled on June 1 compared with 98 percent a year
earlier and the average of 95 percent.
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CATTLE AND PASTURE FEED CONDITIONS AND PERCENT CF PASTURES FILLED ‘

(Equivalent of reported conditions: U9 or below is very bad; 50-59 bad;
50=69 poor; T0=T9 fair; 80-89 good; 90-99 very good; 100 and over is excellent)

: Condition Jjune 1 L percent of available
Area . Pasture feed : Cattle . Dpasture filled June 1
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CATTIE AND CALVES: JANUARY 1 INVENTCRY AND INSHIPMENTS

i January 1 Invemtory Inshipments January-May

Area > »

1962266 av.’ 1967 : 1968 1962—66 av. : 1967 : 1968
| ;.,g_o_o_h__g, 1000 head 1,000 head 1.000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head
Kansas, :

Bluestem : 978 1,083 1,109 187 155 158
Oklahoma, :

0sage «..: 1ho 1kl k7 Ly 28 26
lotal both :

areas ...t 1,120 1,224 1,256 231 183 184
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