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MAJOR STATES SUMMER VEGETABLE PRODUCTION DOWN 3 PERCENT

Production of fresh market vegetables in the major producing States during
the summer quarter of 1976 (July, August and September) is estimated at 44.9
million cwt. compared with 46.3 million cwt. for the same period last year.
Area harvested for the 14 fresh market vegetables included in the summer quarter
is estimated at 315,960 acres, 1 percent lower than the 317,700 acres harvested
in the summer gquarter of 1975.

Summer quarter production was higher than a year earlier for cauliflower,
celery, cucumbers, green peppers, spinach and tomatoes. Reductions are esti-
mated for snap beans, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, sweet corn, eggplant, escarole
and lettuce.

A1l melon production for the summer quarter is placed at 19.5 million cwt.,
5 percent lower than last year. Area harvested for summer quarter melons is
estimated at 494,360 acres, nearly the same as last year. Yield for all melons
in the summer guarter 1976 is set at 109 cwt. per acre compared with 115 cwt.
last year.

Changes in the Statistical Reporting Service Fresh Market
Vegetable program were announced by the USDA on April 1, 1976.
A major change being reflected in this report is the reclassi-
fication of all fresh market vegetable estimates as major,
limited, or eiiminated.

The summary table on page 2 of this report provides a com-
parison of historic data under the previous program with the
newly modified program. Individual crop tabulations provide
historic data under the above reclassification, but include
1976 estimates only for major States.

Seasonal totals in some instances will not agree with the
previously published totals for summer crops because of consoli-
dation of seasonal estimates in some States.

Vg 2-1 (11-76) For information call: (202) 447-7720
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CROP REPORTING BOARD, SRS, USDA

VEGETABLES-FRESH MARKET, NOVEMBER 1976
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SNAP BEANS: Production of summer quarter snap beans is estimated at 1.0 million cwt.,

4 percent less than last year. The 1976 summer crop harvested area is
now placed at 28,600 acres, 6 percent more than the 1975 crop. The estimated yield
for the summer quarter of 36 cwt. per acre is 3 cwt. per acre less than last year.

In New York, excessive moisture throughout the growing season hampered all phases
of snap bean production. Yields were variable, with some areas having problems of
root rot.

In California, weather was hot and dry early in the summer but during late
August and September it turned wet, Continued wet weather caused mold and mildew
problems which reduced quality and yields.

BROCCOLI: Summer quarter broccoli production is now estimated at 560,000 cwt., 23
percent less than last year. Harvested acres at 8,400 were 21 percent less
than in 1975, An average yield of 67 cwt. per acre was 1 cwt. below last year.

Oregon broccoli growers experienced fair to good yields in the 1976 growing sea-
son as worm damage was minimal. Cool weather hampered early development of the crop
and delayed harvest activities,

Heavy rains in California created minor problems at harvest time.

CABBAGE: The summer quarter production of cabbage is placed at 6.1 million cwt., 8

percent below last year, Harvested acreage this guarter at 23,700 is 6
percent below last year. Yield this summer at 256 cwt., per acre compares with 264
cwt, in 1975 for major States.

In New York, excessive spring rain delayed plantings Upstate and resulted in
smaller head size than usual. More favorable conditions prevailed on Long Island
with the exception of some fields where minor damage occurred from Hurricane Belle's
high winds and resulting salt spray.

In California, cabbage grew well during the season; however, harvest was slowed
by heavy rains.

CANTALOUPS: The summer quarter production is set at 6.0 million cwt., 12 percent less

than 1975. Acreage harvested for the summer quarter at 39,200 is. 17 per-
cent below 1975. Yield per acre at 154 cwt. compares with 145 cwt. for the same
period last year for the major States.

In Texas, yields returned to more normal levels following the high 1975 yields.

In California, excellent yields were realized as a result of ideal growing con-
ditions and melons were of high quality.

CARROTS: Production is estimated for the summer guarter at 3.9 million cwt. compared

with 4,3 million cwt, last year. Harvested area at 12,450 acres is 2 per-
cent below Tast year. Average yields at 311 cwt. per acre are 24 cwt. less than the
335 cwt. average per acre for major States in 1975,

In the High PlLains of Texas, yields were reduced by excessive rain during initial
plant emergence and hail damage which stunted top growth.

In Washington harvest began in late July. Cool} weather early in the season slow-
ed plant development with small sizes resulting. Harvest continued in August and
September with rain hampering digging operations. September weather was very favor-
able for late development.
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CARROTS, CON.: Carrot supplies from the Salinas Valley of California were moderate
during the summer guarter while the Kern district generally provided

goad supplies.

CAULIFLOWER: Production during the summer quarter is estimated at 611,000 cwt., 9
percent above last year. Estimated area for harvest at 6,850 acres
compares with 6,550 acres for 1975.

Cocl nights and warm days in New York provided good growing conditions for an
excellent quality crop. Some late planted cauliflower was replanted on Long Island
after Hurricane Belle, but the mature crop was not affected.

In California, wet weather created minor problems during harvest. Labor-manage-
ment problems also reduced the total production.

CELERY: The summer quarter production is now placed at 3.1 million cwt., 7 percent
above last year. Harvesied area is now estimated at 6,260 acres, 9 percent
above 1975. Yield per acre at 494 cwt. is 8 cwt. less than last year for major States.

In New York, excellent growing conditions produced a good crop. In Michigan,
cold temperatures and dry soils during the planting season reduced the expected
planted acreage.

California's celery was generally in good supply. Rains in September hampered
cutting. Quality of the crop was variable thru the season.

SWEET CORN: Summer quarter production of sweet corn is estimated at 6.5 million cwt.

6 percent below the 1975 crop of 6.9 million cwt., The harvested area at
96,500 acres is 1 percent more than 1975, Yield per acre this guarter at 67 cwt.
compares with 72 cwt. for 1975.

Sweet corn in New York got off to a slow start during a wet May, resulting in
poor stands. Excessive moisture and only short periods of warmer weather slowed
maturity and caused variable yields in all areas. Frost in Tate September caught some
corn still standing and will resul< in some acreage not being harvested.

Sweet corn for Illinois was in mostly fair to good condition this year. However,
dry summer weather had an adverse effect on the crop, reducing yields from last year's
excellent craop.

In California, bad weather in some of the major counties cut production.

CUCUMBERS: The 1976 summer quarter cucumber production is placed at 1.4 million ewt.,

nearly the same as last year. Harvested acreage at 12,400 is 2 percent
more than 1975. Yield per acre is placed at 117 cwt., 2 cwt. less than 1975 for
major States.

Wet weather in New York throughout the growing season slowed crop development
and caused quality problems. Harvest was nearly compléte when the first frost hit in
late September.

ITexas yields are down from last year's high levels but remain above historic
levels.

California cucumbers progressed satisfactorily during the summer, although
weather conditions were variable.
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EGGPLANT: The New Jersey summer production of eggplant is estimated at 174,000 cwt.,
4 percent below last year. Harvested area at 1,200 acres is 9 percent
above 1975. The 1976 yield at 145 cwt. compares with 165 cwt. last year.

ESCAROLE: The 1976 summer production js estimated at 188,000 cwt., 10 percent below

last year. Harvested acreage at 1,100 is 18 percent below last year.
Yield per acre this season of 171 cwt. compares with 155 cwt. for the 1975 summer
crop. .

HONEYDEW MELONS: Summer quarter production is placed at 1.7 million cwt, compared

with 1.9 million cwt. last year. Harvested acreage at 9,700 is 3
percent more than Tast year. Yield per acre is estimated at 172 cwi. compared with
202 cwt. for 1975,

Disease in the Parker-Poston area of Arizona caused drastic decline in the
yield per acre this year. In California, very good yields of high quality melons
were realized this year as a result of excellent growing conditions.

LETTUCE: Summer 1976 production of lettuce is set at 12.2 million cwt., 1 percent
below last year. The 44,600 acres harvested was 9 percent below last year.
Yield per acre at 274 cwt. was 14 cwi. more than last year in major States.

New York's lettuce crop had a good start in April however, frost damage and
flooding required replanting in some areas. Oswego County had some rot problems but
guality of the crop was generally good throughout the season in all areas,

Colorado lettuce yields were excellent. Rains in California in August and
September caused delays in harvest in the Salinas Valley and Santa Maria area.

GREEN PEPPERS: The summer quarter production of peppers is estimated at 1.8 million
cwt., 22 percent above last year. (Without Kentucky data which is

included starting with 1976, production would be 9 percent above last year).

Acreage harvested is set at 22,500, which is 18 percent more than last year. Exclud-

ing Kentucky, acreage harvested was up only 1 percent. Yield at 82 cwt. compares

with 79 cwt. for 1975,

Movement from the Texas High Plains began in early August and continued into
October, Some field suffered damage from Mosaic disease.

California's bell peppers were in good supply during the summer months. Heavy
rains in September caused a larger than normal diversion to processing.

SPINACH: Summer production of spinach is estimated at 128,000 cwt., 35 percent above
last year. The summer harvested acreage at 1,300 is 24 percent above the
1975 crop. Average yield at 98 cwt. compares with 90 cwt. for 1975,

In Colorado, harvest is complete in the San Luis Valley. Very good yields were
obtained as the weather was good most of the season and quality was high., Califonnia's
California's spinach crop made staisfactory progress in spite of wet weather during
Tate August and September.

TOMATOES: Summer guarter tomato production for fresh market is placed at 7.3 million
cwt., 2 percent above last year. Yield per acre at 145 cwt. was 2 cwt.
more than in 1975 for major States.

Cool, wet New York weather throughout the growing season slowed maturity and

caused some rot probTesm. Harvest was nearly complete when scattered frost arrived in
Tate September.
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TOMATOES, CON.: Texas yield were generally lower in East Texas due to increased in-
sect and disease activity brought about by excessive rainfall dur-

ing July.

California's summer tomato crop suffered several set-backs due to heavy rains
in the Central Coast and San Joaguin Valley areas in August and September which
caused splits and mold.

WATERMELONS: FProduction of 11.8 milljon cwt. is estimated for the summer gquarter

watermelon c¢rop. This is nearly the same as last year. Harvested
acreage is placed at 129,500, 7 percent above last year, Yield per acre this guarter
was 91 cwt., 6 cwt. below 1975 in major States.

Watermelon production in Mississippi was up this year as a result of a larger
planted acreage and an unusualiy long season. Some late melons were harveSted in
early October and unseasonably warm weather allowed these late melons to reach good
size, Movement of summer watermelons in Texas began in mid-July and continued into
October,

The California summer watermelon crop moved in good volume during July and
Sugu;t b?t raing in September curtailed picking., Harvest was nearly complete by
ctober 1.
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