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Table 1.--Vesetables and melons for fresh market: Reported commercial acreage and production 
of principal crops, selected seasons, average 1950-59, 1960 and indicated 1961 

Acreage Production 

---- 1961 -====-T9t51 
: 

Seasonal group 
Average; 

:Percent-: Percent-: :Percent-: Percent-
=d crop 1960 Indi- :age of :age of :Average: 1960 Indi-:age of :age of 

1950-59: cated :average 1960 :1950-59: cated:average 1960 

1,000 1, o6o -1-;-ooo 
Acres Acres Acres Pet. ~ C\vt, C\vt, C\vt, Pet. Pet. 

',linter y' 251~,030 237,260 243,210 96 103 30,9/32 34 ,291f 32,300 104 94 

Spring: 

Asparagus 
early and mid y' 06,550 93,100 83,300 96 89 2,096 2,409 2,007 96 83 late ~~ 58,620 65,300 64,500 110 99 

Beans, lima 4' 51~0 2,700 2,4oo 53 89 
Beans, snap 

early and mid gj 35,380 33,400 29, TOO 84 89 554 665 542 98 82 
Beets 880 500 4oo 1~5 80 90 41 34 38 83 
Broccoli y' ]} 11,330 13,200 13,500 119 102 716 990 91~5 132 95 
Cabbage 
early~ 18,520 13,200 14,500 78 110 2,320 l, 592 1, 97i3 85 124 
late l 9,510 7,450 7,300 77 98 

Cantaloups 39,350 29,300 27,500 70 94 
Carrots 2,440 1,900 1,500 61 79 520 408 330 63 81 
Cauliflm,rer .~ 6,990 8,6oo 8,200 117 95 1,134 1,419 1,353 119 95 
Celery 6,850 7,900 7,300 107 92 3,553 3,353 3,745 105 112 
Corn, S\Ieet/ 34,100 37,400 32,300 95 86 2,272 2,811 2,065 91 73 
Cucumbers 3 11,210 11,300 10,700 95 95 895 875 922 103 105 
Eggplant 1,140 1,500 1,000 88 67 132 150 135 102 90 
Lettuce ]} 47,420 42,100 40,650 86 97 6,167 6,889 6,122 99 89 
Onions 

early 35,740 25,000 19,500 55 78 2,377 2,750 2,048 86 74 
late 14,540 9,950 6,800 47 68 

Peas, green ]} 5,850 3,300 3,200 55 97 196 129 112 57 87 
Peppers, green 7,830 7,800 6,800 87 87 482 702 510 106 73 
Shallots 2,280 1,200 900 39 75 60 22 27 45 123 
Spinach 9,490 5,980 6,590 69 110 590 365 4oo 68 110 
Tomatoes ]} 53,850 32,100 34,200 64 107 3,831 3,418 3,266 85 96 
'datermelons 

late 91,190 81,600 74,100 81 91 

Surruner: y 
Cabbage 

early d 8,640 7,900 7,640 88 ']"( 
late 1 21,430 18,400 19,450 91 106 

Garlic 2,260 5,4oo 3,600 159 67 
Onions 

early 8,170 10,550 8,950 110 85 
late 58,700 56,560 54,220 92 96 

Watermelons 
early 290,800 286,000 270,500 93 95 
late 25,420 35,550 33,250 131 94 

y' Includes processing. 
~ Production for early spring only. 
~ Acreage and production for early spring only. 
J:J 1961 prospective acreage. 

Vegetables-Fresh Market SRS, USDA, issued monthly. 
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SUMMARY 

Supplies of fresh vegetables will be moderately to substantially smaller 
this spring than last, and probably less than the 1950-59 average, according to 
early estimates for crops which make up about three-fourths of total spring 
tonnage. Cold, wet weather caused some damage and retarded growth of spring 
crops in the Southeast. Frost on March 10 and 11 hit crops in the Everglades 
section of Florida, and high winds in early March caused some damage to Texas 
vegetables. However, the grovdng season in California and Arizona was gener
ally favorable. Early supplies from these areas tended to compensate to some 
extent for delayed harvest in the Southeast. Overall supplies of spring vege
tables will pick up rapidly during the next few weeks as additional areas begin 
harvesting in volume. 

Indications point to a moderate pickup in economic activity in the months 
ahead, sustaining a strong demand for food. However, if the pattern of harvest 
is more normal than last year, when harvesting in many areas was seriously de
layed, both fann and retail prices during the next 4 to 6 weeks may average 
somewhat below the high levels of a year earlier. 

Remaining supplies of canned vegetables probably are moderately smaller 
than a year ago, but supplies of frozen are materially larger. Except for 
canned and frozen green peas and canned sweet corn, however, supplies of other 
major items appear adequate to maintain year-earlier consumption rates until 
new pack becomes available. Generally stronger markets and the prospect of a 
significantly smaller carryover of canned items have caused processors to plan 
for a larger pack in 1961. Plantings near intentions, with near average yields 
and expected carryover, would result in about the same overall supplies of 
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canned vegetables in the 1961-62 season as in the current season, and materiall~· 
more frozen vegetables. 

SJightly to moderately more potatoes are expected to be available this 
spring than last. Remaining supplies of old crop potatoes are significantly 
larger and early spring production,of 4.2 million hundredweight,is substan
tially larger than last year. Acreage for late spring harvest is only slightly 
smaller than last year. Also, Canada has larger supplies than a year ago, and 
export demand is expected to be down substantially. Prices for both old and 
new crop potatoes during the next 4 to 6 weeks are likely to average below 
those of a year earlier. 

t<~arch intentions reports. indicate that farmers again plan .to plant an 
excess acreage of potatoes for late summer and fall harvest. The planned 
acreage increase of 7 percent, with a near average growing season, probably 
vrould result in surplus production and relatively low prices to growers next 
fall and winter. 

According to intentions reports, growers plan to plant about the same 
acreage to Siveetpotatoes this year as last. Such an acreage with yields near 
the average of recent years iVOuld result in fairly light supplies in the coming 
season. Prices to growers probably iVOuld average moderately above those of the 
current season. 

Farmers in early J:-1arch reported intentions to plant about the same 
acreage of dry edible beans as last year. However, the higher national average 
support price announced by the U. S. Department of Agriculture for 1961 crop 
dry edible beans, $6.32 per hundrecweight compared with $5.35 for the 1960 crop, 
may result in a larger acreage than originally planned. It appears that farm
ers could market the production from a moderately larger acreage at overall 
prices about in line with those for the 1960 crop. 

Growers plan to plant a substantially larger acreage of dry peas than 
last year. Also, yields may be materially above those of last year when crops 
in most areas suffered from hot, dry weather. Should these conditions materi
alize, supplies of dry peas next season would be substantially larger than the 
current season. Foreign demand is expected to continue strong. 

COMMERCIAL VEGErABLES FOR FRESH !>1ARKNI' 

Reports for crops which make up about three-fourths of the total spring 
tonnage, excluding melons, indicate about 8 percent less vegetables this spring 
than last, and probably a little less than the 1950-59 average. High winds in 
early March caused some damage to Texas vegetables, and blowing sand and frosts 
in Florida damaged tender vegetables in that area. Hardest hit were snap beans 
and sweet c0rn in the Everglades section. Below average temperatures and 
excessive rains in the Southeast also damaged crops and retarded growth. 
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Among the more important spring vegetables, materially larger production 
than last year is in prospect for early spring cabbage, spring celery, and 
spring spinach, and a moderately larger production for early spring cucumbers. 
But indicated production is substantially smaller than a year earlier for early 
spring asparagus, snap beans, sweet corn, lettuce and onions, and for spring 
carrots, green peppers, and eggplant, and moderately smaller for early spring 
broccoli, cauliflower, and tomatoes. Although production estimates are not 
yet available, indicated acreages for late spring asparagus and cabbage are 
slightly smaller than last year, and onions and watermelons materially smaller. 
However, overall supplies of spring vegetables will become more generally avail
able during the next few weeks, as additional areas begin harvest. Barring 
adverse weather in major producing areas and seriously delayed harvest, such as 
occurred last spring, prices to growers during the next 4 to 6 weeks may average 
somewhat below the relatively high levels of a year earlier. 

Early intentions reports indicate that growers plan smaller acreages of 
early summer cabbage, onions and watermelons, and of late summer onions and 
watermelons. Intended acreage of cabbage for late summer harvest is moderately 
larger than last year. 

Despite a slackening of economic activity in the last half of 1960, con
sumer income and demand for food remained relatively high. The slowdown in the 
economy in the late part of 1960 was due primarily to considerable liquidation 
of business inventories and some slowdown in construction. It appears, however, 
that the decline in economic activity has been halted, and in the months ahead 
some moderate expansion is expected. This will mean an increase in employment, 
some reduction in un mployment, and a modest increase in consumer incomes. 
~bus, demand for food, including vegetables, is likely to remain strong. Prices 
received by growers for vegetables during the remainder of 1961, compared with 
a year earlier, will depend largely on volume produced and pattern of marketing. 

Prospects for 
Major Items 

Cabbage. Substantially less cabbage was available this winter than a year 
earlier. However, not as many tender vegetables were in short supply as in 
the winter of 1960, and the price of cabba8e, along with many other vegetables, 
averaged substantially lo-vrer this winter than last. 

Indicated production of the early spring cabbage which usually makes up 
almost two-thirds of total spring tonnage, is up about a fourth from last year. 
However, there is likely to be considerably less overlap of marketings from 
the smaller winter crop. All of the expected increase in early spring produc
tion resulted from a larger acreage and substantially higher expected yields in 
the East. Both acreage and indicated yield are down moderately in California. 
Acreage of cabbage for late spring harvest is down slightly from 1960. Prices 
to c;rmvers during the next 4 to 6 weeks are expected to average substantially 
belmv the high levels of a year earlier. . 
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Intentions reports indicate that growers plan to plant less acreage to 
cabbage for early summer harvest than last year, but moderately more for late 
summer harvest. Yields per acre for both these crops may be moderately below 
the hiGh levels of 1960. Yields and abandonment near the average of recent 
years, on the indicated acreages, would result in substantially less cabbage 
for early summer harvest, and moderately less for late summer. With larger 
stocks of sauerkraut from the 1960 pack and an increased acrear,e under contract, 
kraut packers may purchase less late summer cabbage from open market supplies 
than last year. 

Celery. Because of smaller acrea~es in both Florida and California, supplies 
of winter celery in 1961 were substantially smaller than the large supplies 
of last winter. However, tender vegetables 11ere more generally available than 
a year earlier, and prices to growers for celery averaged below those of the 
previous winter. 

During the early weeks of April, unloads of celery in the 38 cities 
remained somewhat lighter than those in April of last year. Both FJorida and 
California planted siEDificantly less acreaGe of celery for sprinr, harvest this 
year than last. Hm-rever, indicated production in both States is well above 
last spring, when yields vrere unusually low. Hith substantially heavier re
maining supplies of celery, prices to growers during the next 4 to 6 vreeks are 
expected to average materially below those of a year earlier. 

Sweet Corn. Less sweet corn for fresh market is expected to be avai]able this 
spring than last. Production for early spring harvest, which typically maJ<::es 
up about three-fourths of total spring tonnage, is estimated at 2.1 million 
hundred1reight. This is about a fourth smaller than last year and significantly 
below the 1950-59 average. The sharp cut from last year is the result of less 
acreage and lower prospective yield in Florida. The freeze of March 10 and ll 
destroyed about 10,000 acres of sweet corn in the Everglades section of Florida, 
but at least 6,000 of this was replanted. The crop in the Lower Valley of 
Texas, which mal<es up about a fourth of the prospective tonnage, is in Gener
ally good condition, and production is expected to be considerably Jarger than 
last year. 

Early season movement of sweet corn from Florida has been light, and as 
usual for this time of season prices fairly high. Movement is expected to 
pick up rapidly in May as delayed fields in Florida mature, and as the larger 
Texas crop starts moving in volume. Nevertheless, supplies during the next 
4 weeks probably 1-Till remain below those of a year earlier, and prices to 
growers may average higher. 

Lettuce. Acreage of vrinter lettuce vms again large, particularly in California. 
Overall production was about the same as the heavy output of the previous 
winter. Hm-rever, m th larger supplies of other salad vegetables available than 
in the previous winter, prices in the last half of the winter season declined 
to about half those of a year earlier. 
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Supplies of lettuce during the next 4 to 6 weeks are likely to be sub
stantially below those in the same weeks of 1960, and prices materially above 
the low levels of a year earlier. Prospective early spring production, Which 
usually makes up over four-fifths of the total spring tonnage, is estimated at 
6.1 million hundredweight. This is down about a tenth from last year, and 
about in line with the recent 10-year average. The expected cut in production 
from last year is due to smaller acreages in all States, and moderately lower 
yields in Arizona and California. Complete data are not available on total acre
age or probable production of lettuce for late spring harvest. 

Tomatoes. Supplies of tomatoes for fresh market were much l.arger this winter 
than last. Heavy Florida production and sharply lower domestic prices held im
ports to about half the high levels of the previous winter. Prospective pro
duction of tomatoes from the early spring crop, which typically makes up about 
four-fifths of total spring tonnage, is down 4 percent from last year and well 
below the 10-year average. Most of the expected cut in production from last 
year is in Florida, Where strong winds and locally heavy rains in late March 
reduced yield prospects. Indicated production also is down in California because 
of less acreage. A larger crop is in prospect in Texas • Barring adverse weather 
and delayed harvests, such as occurred last year, total marketings during the 
next 4 to 6 weeks are likely to be at or above year earlier levels. Information 
is not yet available on total late spring acreage. 

Onions . Substantially less onions will be available this spring than l.ast • 
Early spring acreage in Texas is down sharply and yield is moderately lower. 
Indicated production of about 2 million hundredweight is a fourth less than 
last year and 14 percent below the 1950-59 average. Dry land areas in the 
Lower Valley suffered some from lack of moisture, and seed stems caused con
siderable loss in early planted fields. 

Indications are that substantially fewer onions also will be available 
in late spring than last year. Acreage for late spring harvest is down a th:ird 
with substantial cuts in each of the important late spring States • Crops in 
California and Arizona, the two largest producing States, are in generally good 
condition. But crop concli. tions in Georgia and Texas are only fair. 

With substantially smaller remaining supplies of dry onions f'rom the 
1960 crop and reduced supplies of new crop onions, prices to growers are much 
above those of a year ago. Because of materially smaller remaining supplies, 
prices during the next 6 to 8 weeks are expected to average well above those 
of a year earlier. 

Early intentions reports indicate that growers plan a substantially 
smaller acreage of onions for early smmer harvest than last year, and 4 percent 
less acreage for late summer harvest. Planned acreages with yields near the 
average of recent years, would result in substantially less onions in early 
sunnner and moderately less in late summer. However, supplies from the late 
summer crop would be adequate to satisfy anticipated demand. 
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Cantaloups. Acrc~ac;c of cantaloups for spring harvest is dovm 6 percent from 
last year D.ild aluost u tlJird bclo·.;- avcr<1gc. Increased acreages in Texas and 
Arizona Here r.tore thau offset by a moderate decl:lne in Florida and a sharp 
cut in California. A t11uch smaller acreage in the Imperial Valley accounted 
for most of the reduction in California. Crops in most areas are in generally 
good condition) thouch insects are causing some concern in Arizona. Acreage 
and condi ti.on of c;'or;s iri the various areas L.1dicate moderately smaller 
supplies of cantaloupe: this spring than last) 1-rith most of the cut in Cali
for::'lia. It' presently indicated production 11taterializes) prices to gravers 
lii;.ely vill averac;e the same to higher than last spring. Ho'irever, mar1.~et 

conditions and _9::ices for the sprint; crop also ;rill be affected by the size 
and timi.n;; of the ea~cly sutfh'Tier crop) and by supplies available for import 
from i-lexico. The crop in He.:ico j_s reported to be about 2 v1eeks earlier than 
last year) and imports j_n mid-April vrere running ·vrcll above those of a year 
earlier. Reports indicate tbu.t the crop ~n l"Iezico :Ls mucb larger than last 
year. Quality is excellent. First estj_mate of early sunuuer acreage ,,rill be 
available l'·Iay 10. 

'datermelons. Substantially less 'tTatermelons ;dll be available for spring 
harvest thb year than last. Late spring acreage in Florida) vhich produces 
about four-fifths of the total spring tonnage, is dmm a tenth, and California 
do'.m 6 percent. Also, the Florj_da crop Has damaged and delayed by lovr 
temperatures on Harch 10 and ll, and yields may be belOi·T the high levels of 
last sprir.t_;. Less '.·ratermelons are expected to be available for import from 
r-'iexico) because of serious disease problems and lo>:r yields. Prices to 
gro~·rers in late spring probably vrill average somei·rhat above those of a year 
earlier) vrhen bunched raarh:etings in June resulted in very low prices. 

Acreage of the j_mportant early summer crop is also dmm moderately 
from both last y-ear and average. Louisiana and California are the only States 
reporting an increase over last year. Moisture is plentiful in all areas, 
but excessive rains in the Southeast delayed plantings. Yields near the 
1956-60 a'/erage) on the indicated acreage, iWuld result in moderately less 
production than in 1960. However, supplies from the early summer crop would 
be about in line vith expected demand. 

PROCESSED v~GETABLES 

Total supplies of canned vegetables available in the current season 
were slightly smaller than those of last season, but a little above the 1950-
59 average. Aggregate movement of canned vegetables in the first half of the 
season was about the same as a year earlier. Despite smaller supplies and 
curtailed movement of some individual items, indications are that overall 
movement in the per-Iod January-March was about the same as a year earlier. 
Remaining stocks probably are moderately smaller than a year ago. Recent 
reports by canners shm·red substantially larger stocks of asparagus, lima 
beans, carrots, spinach, and sauerkraut than~ year earlier. Stpcks of 
canned tomatoes, tomato catsup, and pumpkin and squash also are larger. But 
these increases are more than offset by declines 1n a number of important 
i terns. Canners' stoc}(S of sweet corn) green peas, beets, and tomato paste, 
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s~~we, and puree are substantially smaller than a year ago, tomato juice mod
erately smaller, and snap beans slightly smaller. Demand for and movement of 
canned vegetables during the remaining months of t1e season are expected to re
~ain good. This would mean significantly smaller stocks of canned vegetables 
at tbe end of the current season than either ayear earlier or the recent 
10-year average. 

Consumption of a number of frozen items was smaller this winter than 
1a.st, when demand for frozen vegetables was .:>timulated by a shortage of many 
t'res'h items. Stocks of frozen vegetables, excluding pota-ooes, in cold storage 
on April 1 amounted to 610 million pounds, a fifth more than on April 1, l9bU. 
Holdings of green peas were very light -- 23 percent below a year ago. Mixed 
peas and carrots were up slightly and broccoli up moderately. But holdings of 
asparagus, lima beans, snap beans, Brussels sprouts, carrots, cauliflmver, 
corn, spinach, and mixed vegetables were materially larger than a year earlier. 
Because of a much larger pack, holdings of french fried potatoes on April 1, at 
186 million pounds, was about 70 percent above a year ago. Carryover stocks 
of frozen vegetables at the end of the current season are expected to be sub
stantially larger than a year earlier, and stocks of potatoes much larger. 

During the remainder of the current season consumer demand for process
ed vegetables is expected to continue strong. Despite tight supplies of some 
canned items, aggregate movement is likely to hold close to that of last sea
son. Movement of frozen vegetables is expected to average moderately above 
year earlier levels. Except for sauerl(raut, prices of most major canned items 
are expected to continue moderately above those of last season, while frozen 
items are likely to average the same to slightly higher. There will, of 
course, be some price concessions to move stocks ahead of ne-vr pack. But such 
concessions probably will be less widespread, and for many items more moderate 
than usual. 

With carryover stocks of canned vegetables expected to be worked down 
to the lowest level in five years, processors are aiming for a larger total 
pack this year. March and April intentions reports on crops comprising over 
90 percent of annual tonnage for processing, indicate that processors plan to 
plant or contract a tenth more acreage of these crops than last year (table 2). 
Plantings and combined production of winter and early spring spinach for p~o
cessing were down slightly from last year. But prospective acreage of all 
other crops is up. Processors plan materially larger acreages of lima beans, 
green peas, svTeet corn, beets, and cucumbers for pickles, and more moderate 
increases for snap beans, tomatoes, and contract cabbage for kraut. A nun1ber 
of factors, including the intentions reports, may cause processors to modify 
these early plans. However, should the intended acreages materialize, near 
average grovring conditions would result in a slightly to moderately larger 
total torinage of vegetables for processing than last year. The canned pack 
probably vrould be slightly larger, and the frozen pack substantially larger 
than in 1960. Because of smaller beginning stocks, supplies of canned veg
etables in the coming season would be about t~e same as those in the 1960-61 
season, but supplies of frozen would be materially larger. 
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Table 2.--Vegetables for commercial processing: Prospective plantings 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
: Planted acreage : 1961 as per-

=---------------------------------------=--------~~~~~-~-----------Crop 
• Average 
: 1950-59 lf . -

1960 
. . . . 
• Prospective • Average 
• 1961 : 1950-59 1/ . -

1960 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Acres Acres Acres Percent Percent ------- ------

Bean, green lima 
Freezing 65,190 63,670 59,450 91 93 
Canning 36,740 31,830 47,530 129 149 

Beans, snap 
Freezing 35,560 46,940 55,150 155 117 
Canning 122,080 135,010 139,450 114 103 

Beets for canning 18,440 15,120 16,800 91 111 
Cabbage for kraut, contract only 8,890 8,970 9,500 107 106 
Corn, sweet 

Freezing 65,240 78,390 93,450 143 119 
Canning 394,420 352,060 376,950 96 107 

Cucumbers for pickles 137,400 103,380 114,350 83 111 
Peas, green 

Freezing 126,970 125,660 150,420 118 120 
Canning 322,360 224,910 244,190 76 109 

Spinach, winter and early spring 9,010 10,200 9,800 109 96 
Tomatoes 339,700 280,800 301,400 89 107 

:---------------------------------------~----------------------------
Total 9 crops yy : 1,669, 710 1,476,940 1,618,440 97 110 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1/ Except lima beans for freezing and canning 1952-59 average; snap beans 1954-59 average; and sweet corn 

19'53-59 average. 3/ Does not include open market cabbage for kraut nor late spring and fall spinach. 

Vegetables - Processing, SRS, USDA, issued monthly. 

Prospects~ 
Major items 

Snap Beans. nisappearance of both canned anC:. frozen si).ap beans so far this 
season have been about the same as the high levels of last season. Prices for 
most canned bean items have averaged slightly to moderately above those of last 
season. Canners' stock of snap beans on April 1, at j.O million cases, 24/2 
equivalents, was slightly smaller than a year earlier. 

April intentions reports indicate that processors plan to plant or con
tract 7 percent more acreage of snap beans for processing than last year. 
Largest increase, about a fourth, is in the Pacific Coast States. Growers in 
the Central States also plan a substantial increase in acreage; and those in 
the East, a slight increase. In the East, substantial increases in New York 
and Maryland are partly offset by a cut in Florida. Intended acreage for freez
ing, which makes up about a fourth of the total: is up 17 percent, and acreage 
for canning up 3 percent. Should these acreages materialize, yields near the 
average of recent years would result in a substantially larger pack of frozen 
beans than last year and a slightly larger pack of canned. Such packs plus 
estimated carryover would result in materially more frozen beans in the 1961-62 
season than in the current season, and the same to slightly more car:ned beans. 
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sweet Corn. Movement of frozen sweet corn so far this season has been somewhat 
beiOW that of a year earlier. Movement of canned, though large relative to sup
plies, also has been significantly smaller than a year ago. Both f.o.b. andre
tail prices of canned corn have averaged moderately above those of a year earlier, 
while frozen i terns have averaged the same to higher. Canners' stock on April l 
of 9.1 million cases, 24/2 equivalents, was considerably lower than the 10.7 
million cases of April l, 1960. Tight supplies of some canned items will con
tinue to restrict movement during the remaining months of the season. Ample 
supplies of frozen corn are available. 

Intentions reports, as of April l, point to 9 percent more acreage of 
sweet corn for canning this year than last. Prospective acreage for freezing, 
about a fifth of the total, is up 19 percent. The West reported an overall 
increase in intended acreage of 15 percent, and both the mid-West and the East 
about 8 percent. The intended acreages with 1956-59 average yields would re
sult in about a sixth larger tonnage than last year. Total canned supplies in 
the 1961-62 marketing season would be at least moderately larger than in the 
current season. Frozen supplies would be much larger. 

Green Peas. Substantially less canned green peas have been available this sea
son than last. Although movement so far has been materially smaller, remaining 
supplies are about a fourth below those of a year ago. A much smaller carryover 
is in prospect. 

Although smaller supplies of frozen peas were available for the season 
as a whole, movement to date has been slightly to moderately larger than last 
season. Remaining April 1 stocks of 90 million pounds, were down sharply from 
the 116 million pounds of a year earlier. Into mid-year when supplies become 
available from the new pack, prices for both canned and frozen peas are expected 
to continue moderately to substantially above those of a year earlier. 

March 1 intentions reports indicate that processors plan to plant or 
contract 9 percent more acreage of peas for canning than last year. Prospective 
acreage for freezing, about 38 percent of the total, is up 20 percent. The 
intended acreage with normal abandonment and yields near the average of recent 
years would result in about a fourth more peas for freezing and moderately to 
substantially more for canning. Despite sharply lower carryover stocks, sup
plies of frozen peas in the coming season would be mater-lally larger than in 
the current season, and canned supplies the same to slightly smaller. 

Tomatoes. Slightly less tomatoes and tomato juice were available this season 
than last, but supplies of most tomato products were the same to larger. !Vlove
rnent of most i terns so far this season appears to be running ahead of last year. 
Remaining supplies of tomatoes, and catsup and chili sauce appear to be larger 
than a year ago. But remaining supplies of tomato juice are moderately smaller, 
and pas~ sauce, and pulp and puree substantially smaller. Prices of most 
tomato i terns in early April were the same to moderately higher than a year ear
lier. As usual, some price concessions are being made mostly to assure clean
up ahead of new pack, and also in the case of toraatoes to cowpete wj_ th new pack 
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from Florida. However, prices of most tomato i terns during the remainder of the 
season are expected to remain above those of a year earlier, reflecting lighter 
current supplies, and higher raw product and processing costs for the 1961 pack. 

Processors are planning moderately more acreage of tomatoes for process
ing than last season. March 1 intentions reports indicate an increase of 7 
percent over last year, with about three-fourths of the total increase in Cali
fornia. Prospective acreage in the East is up 6 percent and that in the mid
West is the same as last year. But intended acreage in the West, most of it 
in California, is up more than a tenth. Sign up of contract acreage in Cali
fornia was slow this year, and there was considerable concern as to whether 
processors would get the increased acreage. The problem was due largely to 
uncertainty as to availability of labor to harvest the crop, and the prospect 
of substantially higher costs. However, as the contracting season advanced 
processors offered higher prices, and reportedly got the desired acreage. 

Should the planned acreage materialize, and yields are near the 1956-60 
average, tonnage for processing would be a little smaller than last year. Such 
production with expected carryover stocks would result in 1961-62 overall sup
plies of tomatoes and products about in line with anticipated demand. 

Sauerkraut. Movement of sauerkraut during the first half of the season was 
moderately larger than a year earlier. Because of a large pack last year, 
however, remaining stocks are much larger than the light stocks of a year ago. 
During late March and early April prices of consumer size containers were still 
near those of a year earlier, but prices of institutional packs were moderately 
to materially lower. Carryover stocks at the end of the current season probably 
will be below average, but much above the small carryover of last season. 

April 1 intentions reports indicate that processors plan to plant or 
contract 6 percent more acres of cabbage for kraut than last year. The intend
ed acreage with 1954-58 average yield would result in at least moderately more 
contract tonnage. In adell tion to contract cabbage, packers typically purchase 
40 to 50 percent of their requirements from open market supplies. Such pur
chases vary considerably depending on the prospective supply-demand situation 
for kraut and the supplies and prices of open market cabbage. However, unless 
prices of open market cabbage are at relatively low levels, packers may put up 
a little smaller total pack of kraut than last year. Because of larger stocks, 
supplies in 1961-62 are likely to be a little larger than in the current season. 

Spinach. The Florida crop of winter spinach for processing of 7, 200 tons was 
a third larger than last winter. Canners' stocks on March 1 were about a tenth 
larger than a year earlier, and frozen stocks a third larger. Indications are 
that early spring production in California, typically about 40 percent of total 
annual tonnage, is down 4 percent. No data are available on probable acreage 
or production of late spring and fall spinach for processing. 
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Beets. Canners• stock of beets on March 1 amounted to 3.2 million cases, 24/2 
equivalents, about a million cases less than on March 1, 1960. April 15 inten
tions reports indicate 11 percent more acreage of beets for processing than 
last year. Substantially larger acreages are planned in New York, Hisconsin, 
and Oref,on, and a more moderate increase in other States as a group. Normal 
abandonment and 1956-60 average yields on the planned acreage would result in 
somcv1hat more tonnage than last year. In spite of smaller expected carryover 
stocks at the end of the current season, supplies in the 1961-62 season might 
be a little larger than in 1960-61. 

cucuwbers for pickles. Carryover stocks of pickles at the end of the current 
season are-expected to be smaller than a year earlier. Prospective acreage of 
c~cumbers for pickles, based on the April 15 reports, is 11 percent larger than 
last year. Intended plantings are up substantially in the vJest and Hid-west 
and up moderately in the Southeast. Despite the larger acreage, supplies of 
cucumber .picldes next season may be smaller than in the current season. 

POTATOES 
Significantly more potatoes were available in the first quarter of 1961 

than in 1960, and prices to growers averaged substantially lower. Storage 
stocks of fall crop potatoes on January 1, at 104 million hundred1.reight, were 
6 percent larger than a year earlier, and early spring production was almost a 
fifth larger. 

Movement of potatoes during the period January-March was a little above 
that of a year earlier, due mainly to larger use by food processing outlets. 
Movement to starch outlets averaged belm.r that of the previous season. Despite 
some1-rhat larger overall marketings, the heavier supplies of potatoes during 
the first quarter held prices about a fourth below the relatively high levels 
of a year earlier. Since early March USDA has been operating a program under 
ivhich supplemental payments are made to growers for di vertine: 1960 late crop 
potatoes, of U. S. No. 2 or better quality, to starch or flour manufacture. 
Diversions in Maine, the only State participating in the program, have been 
relatively large in recent weeks. The progr'J.m ie scheduled to end on May 30. 

Sprin~ Prospects 

Indlcations are that supplies of potatoes this spring will continue a 
Httle larger than those of a year earlier. Storage stocks of fall crop po
tatoes on March 1 amounted to 61.5 million hundredweight, about 4.5 million 
hundredi·reight more than a year ago. Also, total spring production may be 
slightly larger than last year. Prospective production for early spring har
vest, at 4.2 million hundrediveight, is substantially larger than in 1960, and 
indicated acreage of the late spring crop is doi.fll only 2 percent. Further, 
most of the acreage cuts for late spring were in the South, where yields ~re 
relatively low. Indicated acreage in California, which produces about 60 per
cent of the total late spring tonnage, is up 9 percent, and Arizona up 8 per
cent. Crops in these States are in generally good condition, with harvest 
under.·Tay in early areas. But prospective acreage in the Southeast is about a 
tenth smaller than last year, largely because of adverse 1.reather and curtailed 
plantings in the Baldwin area of Alabama, and reductions in northeastern North 
Caroliua. Considerable acreage was replanted in .~abama, with some cut in 
potential tonnage likely as well as delay in peak movement. First USDA pro
duction estimate for late spring potatoes 1.rill be available Iv1ay 10. 
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Domestic demand for potatoes is expected to be about the same this spring 
as last. Since Canada, the largest customer for our exports, has considerably 
more potatoes than a year ago, export demand for old crop potatoes will be 
down substantially from the high levels of last spring. Export demand for new 
crop supplies may be close to that of a year earlier. 

Prospects After svring 

Acreage. Intentions reports indicate close to the same acreage of potatoes for 
early summer harvest this year as last. But growers reportedly plan to plant 
about 7 percent more acres for late summer and fall harvest combined, than in 
1960. The increase is due to significantly larger acreages in the Central States 
and the West. Growers in the Western States report an 11 percent increase. 
Prospective acreage is up 15 percent in Idaho and 11 percent in Washington, with 
more moderate increases in Colorado, California, and Oregon. 

Potato producers in the 9 Central States plan to plant 8 percent more 
acreage, with only South Dakota reporting a decline. Substantial increases are 
planned in Minnesota and North Dakota, and slight increases in Michigan and 
Wisconsin. 

Table 3.--Potatoes, late summer and fall: Prospective plantings 

Acreage planted : 1961 as 
State and area ----19so=s9----:---------------:-:p-r~;~;p~~ti.;;---·: pE::rcentage 

-----------------------------------------~~:~~~:---------~~~~-------: __ :~~:--~~------------~~::~~--------
Maine 
New York-Long Island 

-Upstate 
Pennsj]vania 
Other States ~/ 

-, Eastern-Fall 

Mici1iE;an 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
North Dakota 
OtJ,er States 3; 

9 Central-Fall 

Idaho 
Colorado 
Washington 
Oregon 
California 
Other States 4/ 

9 Western-: Fall 

Late summer only: 
Other States y 

-1 otal late summer and fall 

Percent 

138.0 148.0 151.0 102 
50.6 45.0 44.0 98 
46.0 36.0 38.0 106 
60.3 49.0 46.0 94 
25.8 22.6 22.8 101 :-----32o:7 __________ 3oo~6-----------30i1~s------------~oo __________ _ 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::=~==========~=======:::::::. 

61.3 49.6 50.2 101 
54.0 53.0 55.0 103 
88.8 107.7 124.9 116 
98.2 113.0 124.0 110 

: 78.9 58.8 58.7 100 -----3si:z __________ 3sz:1 ___________ 41z:s------------~os~-----------
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::: 

172.2 237.5 272.0 115 
55.8 57.3 61.3 107 
35.1 37.0 41.0 111 
36.4 35.0 36.0 103 
28.6 27.4 29.0 106 : ______ 2g~~-----------JjWQ ____________ l$~a _____________ JJ __________ _ 

354.9 418.2 463.1 111 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::::::::-

55.7 41.8 40.6 97 

:-----r~-------------~--------------~-----------------------~-------
1,113.5 1,142.7 1,218.3 107 

---·-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1/ Intended acreage as of March 1. 2j New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 

3FOhio, Indiana, Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebraska. 4j Montana, Wyoming, Utah, and Nevada. Sf Illinois, New 
}ersey, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, and New Mexico. -

Crop Production, AMS, USDA, issued monthly. 
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Growers in the 8 Eastern States reported int·entions to plant about tb.e 
same acreage as last year. A sli~bt increase for Maine and a moderate in
crease for Upstate New York were about offset by a slight reduction for 
Long Island and a moderate cut for Pennsylvania. 

Danger of 
Overproduction 

The 7 percent larger intended acreages of potatoes for late summer and 
fall harvest, with yields by States near the average of recent years, would 
result in at least moderately more potatoes than last year. Since consumers 
eat about the same quantity of potatoes from year to year, a larger production 
would weigh heavily on markets and likely would result in relatively low prices 
to growers. Should production be as large as indicated by intentions reports, 
prices to growers probably would average substantially belOiv those of the 
current season. To prevent a surplus and accompanying low prices, the Secretary 
of Agriculture has urged growers to plant materially less acreage than indi
cated by che March 1 intentions reports. The Department's Acreage-Harketing 
Guide for Potatoes, issued in February and containing details by States, rec
cuuncnds about the same overall acreage of potatoes for late summer harvest 
as in 1960, and 5 percent less acreage for fall harvest. In view of the price 
depressing effect of even srnn.ll potato surpluses, growers \vauld do well to 
hold plantings near the rcco~nended levels. 

Sup})He[; Lighter, Prices 
Hi[Sher Than ~ Yea! Ago 

S\•T8ETPOTATOES 

Because of the smaller 1960 crop, supplies of S"\veetpotatoes this sea
con have been substantially smaller than in the previous season. Prices to 
gro1~rs have averaged about a fourth above the relatively low levels of a 
year earlier. With smaller remaining supplies than a year ago and about the 
same level of demand, prices to growers for the rest of the season are expected 
to remain considerably above those of a year earlier. 

Little Change in 
-'".ACreage Indicated 

March 1 intentions reports indicate that growers Tlan to plant about 
228 thousand acres of sweetpotatoes in 1961, substantially the same as plant
ed last year, but almost a third less than the 1950-59 average. Growers in 
Louisiana, largest producing State, plan to plant about 5 percent more acre
age than last year, 1men weather interferred "\-lith plantings. A few other 
States also plan increases, including New Jersey, 7 percent; Tennessee, 14 per
cent; Oklahoma, 11 percent; and California, 8 percent. But these increases 
are about offset by substantial decreases in a number of other States, "\-lith 
most of the decline in the Southeast. Prospective acreage is down around 5 
to 10 percent in Haryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas. 
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Prospects for the 
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Indications are that sweetpotatoes are likely to be in fairly light 
supply in the coming season. If farmers plant near the intended acreage, and 
yields by States should be near those of recent years, production would be 
moderately below that of 1960, and the smallest of record. Demand for sweet
potaotes has declined someWhat in recent years, and small crops no longer 
bring the sharply higher prices once experienced. However, growers probably 
could move a moderately larger crop than planned, without encountering serious 
marketing or price difficulties. Should production be nc larger than currently 
indicated by intended plantings, prices to growers in the 1961-62 marketing 
year probably would be moderately above those of the current season. 

Remaining Supply Close 
to~ Year Ago 

Overall supplies of dry edible beans available in the 1960-61 marketing 
year were slightly smaller than the previous season. However, due mainly to 
substantially smaller exports of beans so far this season remaining supplies 
appear to be close to those of a year earlier. 

Total remaining supply of colored classes of beans is moderately 
larger than a year ago, but below the 1955-59 average. Among important classes, 
supplies of pintos are about the same as a year earlier, and small reds down 
at least moderately. But supplies of red kidney beans are much larger than the 
small stocks of a year ago. Remaining supplies of White classes of beans pro
bably are close to those of a year ago, but substantially above the 5-year 
average. Supplies of Great Northern and small Whites are down materially 
from last season, but supplies of pea beans again are large. Supplies of baby 
lima beans are about the same as a year earlier, but supplies of the more 
popular large limas are down sharply from both a year ago and average. Re
maining supplies of blackeye beans are also down materially from a year earlier. 

Except for pinks, Which are higher, prices of most other colored classes 
of beans have averaged significantly below those of a year earlier, with prices 
of the larger supply of red kidney beans much below the high levels of last 
season. Among the major White classes,prices of Great Northerns have averaged 
above those of the previous season. Prices of pea beans were someWhat below 
those of last season prior to initiation of the USDA program to purchase these 
beans for distribution to needy families. From February through April, however, 
the prices of pea beans averaged the same to slightly above those of a year 
earlier. 
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Through February 16 the Department had purchased 224,000 hundredweight 
of pea beans for distribution to needy families. In addition packaging con
tracts let and being let for the needy family program on pea beans taken over 
under the support program totaled 615,000 hundredweight. 

About 1.8 million hundredweight of beans, mostly pea beans, were deliv
ered to the Commodity Credit Corporation under price-support loans and purchase 
agreements in Michigan. Pea and dark red kidney beans acquired under the 1960 
price-support operation were made available on the CCC monthly sales list for 
March. At the end of March, about 450,000 hundredweight of dry beans remained 
under the support and loan programs in States in which the loans mature on 
April 30. Most of these were Pintos, small reds, and Great Northerns. Farmers 
probably redeemed a substantial portion of these beans before loan maturity. 

~~Same Acreage~ Last 
Year Planned, ~ of March ;!;_ 

March 1 intentions reports indicate that growers planned to plant 
1,478,000 acres of dry beans in 1961, about the same as in 1960. However, the 
Secretary of Agriculture in late March announced a substantially higher average 
support rate for 1961-crop beans. The higher support level may result in some 
increase in 1961 acreage. According to the early March intentions reports, 
prospective acreage in the Northeast was up 2 percent from last year. A 3 per
cent increase in Michigan, principal producer of pea beans, more than offset a 
4 percent reduction in New York State. Growers in the Southwest which produces 
mostly Pintos, reported plans to plant 6 percent more acres than in 1960. In
tended acreage was the same as in 1960 in New Mexico, but up in Kansas, Utah, 
and Colorado. Largest planned increase in Colorado was reported in the non
irrigated areas in the Southwestern part of the State. 

California growers also planned 5 percent more acreage than last year. 
Prospective acreage of lima beans is the same as last year, but acreages of 
pink, blackeye, and small red beans were up. 

Growers in the Northwest, which produces most of the Great Northern and 
small red beans, as well as substantial quantities of Pintos, planned a 10 per
cent cut in acreage. While prospective acreage in Nebraska was up 3 percent, 
and that in Montana the same as a year ago, materially smaller acreages were 
planned in Idaho, Wyoming, and Washington. Loss of the Cuban export market 
together with plans for increased sugar beet acreage appear to be primarily 
responsible for the intended cuts in bean acreage. 

Prospects for the 
Comin~ season 

Exports of dry beans during the remainder of the season probably will 
continue below those of a year earlier. But partially because of the 
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Department's distribution of pea beans to needy families, domestic use during 
the remaining months of the season is expected to be moderately larger than 
last season. Use at these levels would leave somewhat smaller stocks at the 
end of the current season than at the beginning. Carryover of colored classes, 
as a group, probably would be substantially larger than the light carryover at 
the beginning of the season, but stocks of white classes as a group substan
tially smaller. 

If farmers plant about in line with their March 1 intentions, total 
supplies of beans in the 1961-62 season probably will be a little smaller than 
in the current season. However, the Secretary of Agriculture on March 30 an
nounced a national average support price of $6.32 per hundredweight for 1961-
crop dry edible beans, 70 percent of the March 1961 parity price, and $.97 
above the average support price for the 1960 crop. The higher support level 
may result in a larger acreage than originally intended, and a corresponding 
increase in production. Farmers probably could market the production from a 
moderately larger acreage with little or no difficulty. 

The support prices, by classes, for 1961 beans are $6.40 to $6.90 per 
hundredweight for pea and medium white beans, depending on area; Great North
ern $6.40 to $6.90; small white and flat small white $7.21; pink $7.01; 
small red $7.06 to, $7.16; pinto $5.78 to $6.38; red kidney $8.39; large 
lima $9.93 to $10.08; and baby lima $5.28 per 100-pounds. Premium for U. S, 
Choice Band Picked, and U. S. Extra No. 1 beans will be 10 cents per hundred
weight except for pea beans the premium on U. S. Choice Hand Picked will be 
25 cents. Discounts for U. S. No. 2 grade beans will be 25 cents per hundred
weight. 

Should dry bean acreage in 1961 be at or moderately above March inten
tions, overall supplies of beans would not be burdensome. While supplies of 
some classes, including pea beans might be relatively large, most classes 
would move into domestic and export channels readily. Overall prices to 
growers for 1961 crop beans probably would average about the same as those for 
the 1960 crop. 

Remaining Supplies 
Below ~ Year Ago 

DRY FIELD PEAS 

Supplies of dry field peas available in the 1960-61 marketing year were 
about a fifth smaller than the previous year, because of a sharp cut in 1960 
production. Domestic use of peas so far this season probably has been the 
same to moderately smaller than a year earlier, and exports have been down 
about a tenth. Remaining supplies are materially smaller than a year ago. Be
cause of higher prices for the smaller supplies of Alaskaa and other smooth 
green peas, overall prices to growers during the first part of the season aver
aged moderately to substantially above the relatively low levels of a year 
earlier. 
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Barring unfavorable weather at planting time, acreage planted to dry 
field peas is likely to be materially larger this year than last. Growers in
tentions on March 1 indicate plans to plant 331 thousand acres of dry peas, 9 
percent more than last year. Increases over last year were reported in all 
States except Colorado, where a shortage of irrigation water is likely to re
sult in a smaller acreage . Washington State, the leading producer, shows a 
10 percent increase over 1960; and Idaho, second in importance, a 3 percent 
gain. First official production estimates for dry peas will be available in 
early July. However, yields near the 1956-60 average, by States, would produce 
3-9 million hundredweight, about a fourth more than the crop of 1960. 

Larger Supplies in Prospect 
in the Coming Season 

Carryover of dry peas at the beginning of next season is expected to be 
substantially smaller than a year earlier. But if farmers plant the intended 
acreage, an average growing season would result in sharply higher production 
than last year. Total supplies for the 1961-62 marketing season would be mat
erially larger than in the current season. Under these conditions, domestic 
use of dry peas next season probably would be moderately larger than in the 
current season, and quantities available for export would be considerably 
larger. Exports in recent years have been at relatively high levels compared 
with earlier years. With expanding processing facilities abroad, export demand 
is expected to continue strong. 
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T.i\EI:DS n: ':'liE CEO':;.HAz~rrc I'ATTER~: OF PRODUCTION OF LATE CROP POTATOES-¥· 

Ti1e potato inductr: duri.nc- the pact 15 to 20 years ho..s been chara~er
-~ .::ec:l by raricll~' increasinr_· GJ!ecialization, concentration of production, 
·wr.hunizatiou, Lnproved oreedinc· and cultural pructices, and the introducti.on 
und expc;;...l13j_on of processed products. These and other forces have operated 
to brint:~ :.::.bout a big increase in yield, a sharp reduction in acreage, c;.nd 
si.cnificant shiftc:. in the rei_>:ional and the intra-re;:ional })atterns of potato 
~lroduction. 

Total lo.te nu~nner and fall potato pr·oduction over the past !.10 years 
fluctuo..ted •,;idely but shmred no marked tre!ld. Acreaf_;e declined more than 60 
percent from 19'20-24 to 1955-59, but yield increased to more than two a~d one 
half times the earlier level. The sharpest decline in acreage, almost bO 
percent, occurred in ·the Central region, 1.rhere yield i::; l,; .. ;e;}t. 

These c~1anges in acreage and yield resulted in marked shifts in the 
regional pattern of production. The Central region, vh:ich in the early 1920's 
produced almost half the total late crop, declined sbar11ly in iHbJOrtance --
to 22 percent of the total in 1955-59· Tr1is decline vas larr:;ely offset by 
rapid ej:pansion in the 'de stern re[:;ion, Hhich increased its sbare of the U. S. 
total from 20 to l~lf percent. Production in the Ea.st in 1957-59 averaged 3l1. 
percent of the U. S. total, about the same as in the earlier period. 

LATE CROP POTATOES 
Trend in Production by Regions * 
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40 

0 
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*ANNUAL AVERAGE FOR PERIODS SHOWN. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. ERS 8-61 (4) ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 

*By ~vi11 M. Si1mnon.s 1 Economic and Statistical Analysis Di vision1 ERS. 
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Period 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 
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Table 4.--Late crop potatoes: Trend in acreage, yield, and production, 
United States, by regions, 1920-59 1/ 

Eastern 

1,000 ~ 

768.0 
683.9 
722.9 
658-9 
629.1 
531.1 
347-7 
292.-1 

Cwt. 

80.1 
84.8 
95-4 
92-3 

lo8.4 
155-7 
189.2 
218.0 

Mil. cwt. ----
61.5 
58.0 
69.0 
6o.8 
68.2 
82.7 
65.8 
63.7 

Percent 

33-3 
34.2 
38.3 
36.1 
37.4 
41.4 
37-7 
33-9 

Acreage, by regions 

Central '.Vest ern 

1,000 ~ 1,000 ~ 

1,524.2 479.6 
1,231.0 465.5 
1,432.6 529.3 
1,177.0 461.3 

959.6 467.0 
601.3 449.9 
364.3 356.4 
327-5 398.7 

Average yield per acre 
CYrt. 

56.2 
57-4 
46.8 
51.9 
58.1 
81.7 

114.7 
127-5 

85.? 
70.6 
67.1 
61.1 
55.8 
49.1 
41.8 
41.8 

Production 

Cwt. 

78.8 
88.1 
83.5 

101.2 
125.1 
151.1 
187-7 
206.0 

37.8 
41.0 
44.2 
46.7 
58.4 
68.0 
66.9 
82.1 

u. S. total 

------------1,000 ~ 

2, 771.8 
2,380.4 
2,684.8 
2,297.2 
2,055-7 
1,582.3 
1,068.4 
1,018.3 

66.7 
71.2 
67.2 
73.4 
88.7 

126.3 
163.3 
184.2 

Mil. cwt. 

185.0 
169.6 
180.3 
168.6 
182.4 
199-8 
174.5 
187.6 

Production as percentage of U. S. total 
Percent 

46.3 
41.6 
37-2 
36.2 
30.6 
24.6 
24.0 
22.3 

Percent 

20.4 
24.2 
24.5 
27.7 
32.0 
34.0 
38.3 
43.8 

Percent 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

!/ Annual average for periods shown. 

Compiled frdm Statistical Bulletins 122 and 190, annual summaries of Potatoes and Sweet
potatoes, AMSj USDA. 
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Total acreac;e of potatoes for late sunm1er and fall harvest in the 
',-!estern region, declined u fourtb frotn 1920<~!~ to 1950-)4, then increased. 
Acreage in 195)-)S/ averaged about a sixth less than in the e<3:rly 1920's. 
Sharp declines in Culifornia, Colorado, \-Jashington, anC. a number of less 
important State;:; were partly of:fset by a tl·rofold increase in Idaho. Acreage 
ill Orec:on shm1ed relatively little chang8. Yield increased sharply in all 
States. ThG 1:egion ~w-,.,r produces more than l~O percent of late sur.u;1er and fall 
rotutoes. 

Acreae;e shifts and yield changes 'i·rithin the regj_on have resulted in a 
doubling of production in the '.-lest, and a sharp increase in the relative 
importance of' Idaho. Production in Idaho in t;le early 1920's was less than a 
fifth of the rec;ional total, and slightly smaller than that in Colorado. But 
output in Idaho expanded from about 7 million hundredvreight to almost 38 
milliou hundredveight, and the State's share of the regional total jumped 
from 19 to 41 percent. Oregon also inc1·eased in relative importance from 6 to 
ll percent of the total. Even though tonnage increased in Colorado, 
C~difornia, and 1liashington, these States' relative importance in the region 
declined. Among the less important States, production declined in Nebraska 
and Montana, remained about the sarrre in Nevada, and increased in Nevr Mexico 
and Utah. 

LATE CROP POTATOES 
Trend in Production, by States, Western Region * 

MIL. C 

80 

60 

*ANNUAL AVERAGE FOR PERIODS SHOWN. 

ANEBRASICA, MONTANA, WYOMING, NEW MEXICO,' UTAH, AND NEVADA. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. ERS 9-61 (~) ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 
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Period 

- 23 - APRIL 1961 
Table 5.--Late crop potatoes: Trend in acreage, yield, and production, 

selectE.d States, ~Test ern region, 1:;,20-5~ y 

. . 
Colorado California: 'dashington: Idaho : o~h 0/ : ~ecional 

. v ~er ~ . 

. . total . . . . . . 
------....:.:-::-1-,0:;:;-:00 ~ 1,000 ~ _1,000 ~ 1,000 ac!rcs J.,()00~cre"s-i,-08(; -:.:.cres-"5~,CCO o."crcs 

l:J2C-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-41; 
1C:J45-l;9 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

~.0 
813.2 

101.2 
90.4 
75.0 
73.8 
53.0 
55.4 

80.9 
97·7 
74.8 
94.7 

122.9 
153·3 
195.8 
200.1 

Eil. cvrt. ----
7·9 
8.6 
7.6 
8.6 
?.2 

11.3 
10.4 
11.1 

Percent 

20.9 
21.0 
17.2 
:8.4 
15.8 
16.6 
15.5 
13.5 

61.8 5lf.6 37.2 65.2 162.8 47l).6 
42.4 53.0 36.4 i3'). 0 156.5 465.5 
25.2 52.8 45.2 115.8 189.1 529.3 
33.4 42.8 37.2 118.6 138.) 461.3 
36.0 36.6 )fl. 4 148.0 130.0 lfo·r. o 
38.0 33.2 42.8 162.4 99·7 1~4;,!. 9 
29.6 28.4 34.8 150.7 )9.) 356.4 
27.7 lfl. 4 37·7 189.9 46.6 39<3. 7 

AvenJ.ge yield per acre 

Sf2.0 96.2 63.2 lJ.O. 7 57. If '(6.8 
100.3 101.3 68.1 J.l8.9 59.1 ::38.1 
137·9 9'.:3.2 84.6 126.2 50.2 83.5 
157.6 110.5 103.2 132.6 61.4 101.2 
186.1 133.4 137.4 llfO. 9 34.y 125.1 
203.7 1)7.1 162.1 1!:·9·9 110.2 151.1 
243.8 2hl. 5 217.5 132.2 121.9 187.7 
268.1 21+5.2 232.6 197.8 153.1 ~:o6. o 

·----- -·. ----. ··-·-- --- ·------·- ---------
Froductton 

Mil. c·.rt. r:n. c•..rt. -r.;ir:-cirr:--Tri'i":--c::...f:--1ti.T.ci-it -:--·-r.ffi":- c>-rt. ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
5·7 5.2 2.4 7.2 9.4 37.8 
!f.6 5.4 2.5 10.6 9-3 41.0 
3-5 5.2 3.8 llf.6 9·5 !.flf. 2 
5·3 4.7 3.8 15.7 8.6 46.7 
6.7 4.9 5·7 20.9 11.0 58.4 
7-7 6.6 6.9 24.4 11.1 68.0 
7.2 6.9 7.6 27.6 7.2 66.9 
7.4 10.1 8.8 37.6 7.1 82.1 

-------- ··~ --------- -·-----
Production as percentage of regional total 

Percent ·-·---- Percent ·--:Perce-nt--- Percent PercTent --·-- -Percent -

15.1 13.8 6.3 19.0 24.9 100.0 
11.2 13.2 6.1 25.8 22.7 lCO.O 
7.9 11.8 8.6 33.0 21.5 100.0 

11.3 10.1 8.1 33.7 18.4 100.0 
11.5 8.4 9.8 35·7 18.8 100.0 
11.3 9·7 10.1 36.0 16.3 100.0 
10.8 10.3 11.4 41.2 10.8 100.0 

9.0 12.3 10.7 45.9 8.6 100.0 

!/ Annual average for periods shown. 
5} Nebraska, Montana., ~Tyoming, New Mexico,· utah, and Nevada. 

Compiled form Statistical Bulletins 122 and 190, and annual summaries of Potatoes and Sweet
potatoes, AMS, USDA. 
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UnHke the \.Jest, ,.,rhere the late summer and fall potato industry has 
crown rapidly, the industry in the Central region has declined sharply, with 
production in recent years accounting for little more than a fifth of U. S. 
total. Acreage in the region was cut almost 80 percent between 1920-24 and 
1955-59· Despite a 6.9 increase in yield per acre, production dropped sharply. 
Drastic acreage reductions occurred in Michigan and Wisconsin. A big cut also 
occurred in ~·1innesota, and a more moderate reduction in North Dakota. Among 
other Stutes in the region, both acreage and production declined sharply. 

The net. result of acreage and yield changes has been a 50 percent cut 
in production in the region, and a big increase in the relative importance of 
North Dakota. During the early 1920's, North Dakota produced less than a tenth 
of the regional total, compared with more than a fifth each in Minnesota, 
f'.·1ichigan, Hisconsin, an<.l other States as a group. By 1955-59, however, North 
Dalwta vas the only major State showing an increase in actual tonnage over the 
earlier period, and had become the leading producing State with 27 percent of 
the regional total. Although production in _r..unnesota had been cut in half, the 
State still produced almost a fourth of the tonnage in the region. Michigan 
and Hisconsin declined in relative importance, as did Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Imra, e.nd South Dakota. 

LATE CROP POTATOES 
Trend in Production, by States, Central Region* 

MIL. CWT. 

80 

60 

40 

*ANNUAL AVERAGE FOR PERIODS SHOWN. 

A SOUTH DAKOTA, IOWA, OHIO, INDIANA, AND ILLINOIS, 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. ERS 11-61 (4) ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 
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Period 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
19lro-44 
1;!45-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-31, 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950~54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
19lro-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

- 25 -

Table i). --Late crop potatoes: Trend in acreage, yield, and production, 
selected States, Central region, 1g20-59 ~ 

Minnesota : Michigan \•lisconsin :North Dal;ota : Other y : . . . . . . . . 

APHIL 19{)1 

Regional 
total 

11 000 acres 1~-0-00 -;:cres ___ HY;-000 acres---.!_, 000 acres.- 11 000 acres 

3')(. 4 
320.2 
361.6 
259.4 
208.8 
128.4 
81.4 
84.8 

303.2 
238.8 
28lr.8 
257.0 
190.lr 
120.2 

66.8 
53.2 

288.6 
236.6 
274.8 
224.4 
163.0 

95.0 
56.4 
48.4 

133.8 
99.6 

137.4 
123.0 
157.6 
137.2 

93.8 
9lr.o 

401.2 
335.8 
37lr.o 
313.2 
239.8 
120.5 
65.9 
47.1 

1,521r.2 
1,231. 0 
1,432.6 
1,17'7.0 

959.6 
601.3 
364.3 
327.5 

------------------ --- ----·- --------------------

cwt. 

55·7 
57.8 
41.8 
lr7 .8 
53·9 
78.8 

107.4 
llg.ll 

62.4 
59.2 
54.3 
57.9 
60.1 
76.5 

ll2.0 
138.3 

Average yield per acre 
Cwt. 

61.8 
62.6 
51.5 
47.6 
48.8 
78.5 
133~7 
138.1 

50.7 
47.9 
35·9 
52.2 
69.7 
90.6 

lll.2 
122.4 

Cwt. 

49.8 
54.8 
46.6 
53.5 
59.0 
82.1 

ll5.1 
128.8 

Cwt. 

56.2 
57.4 
46.8 
51.9 
58.1 
81.7 

ll4.7 
127.5 

---------------------------------·--·------------
Production 

Mil. cwt. nil. cwt. Mil. cvlt. Mil. cvlt. Mil. C\vt. Hil. C\·Jt, ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
22.1 18.9 17.8 6.8 20.1 85.7 
18.5 14.2 14.8 4.8 18.3 70.6 
15.1 15.5 14.2 4.9 n.4 67.1 
12.4 14.9 10.7 6.4 16.7 61.1 
ll.2 ll.4 7.9 ll.O 14.3 55.8 
10.1 9.2 7.5 12.4 9·9 49.1 
8.8 7·5 7.5 10.4 7.6 41.8 

10.1 7.4 6.7 11.5 6.1 41.8 

Production as percentage of regional total 
Percent Percent Percent --Percent Percent Percent 

25.8 22.0 20.8 7·9 23.5 100.0 
26.2 20.1 21.0 6.8 25.9 100.0 
22.5 23.1 21.2 7·3 25.9 100.0 
20.3 24.4 17.5 10.5 27.3 100.0 
20.1 20.4 14.2 19.7 25.6 100.0 
20.6 18.7 15.3 25.2 20.2 100.0 
21.1 17.9 17.9 24.9 18.2 100.0 
24.2 17.7 16.0 27.5 14.6 100.0 

~ Annual average for periods shown. 
gj South Dakota, Iowa, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Compiled from Statistical Bulletins 122 and 1901 and annual summaries of Potatoes and Sweet
potatoes, AMS, USDA. 
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The Eastern region, with a third of the U. S. total, has about held its 
O' • .ffi in late surruner and fall potato production during the past three or four 
decades. Acreage declined about 60 percent from 1920-24 to 1955-59, but 
yield increased to about two and three fourths times the earlier level. 
f.laine, which has the highest average yield per acre in the region, vras the only 
State to maintain or increase acreage. Acreage declined more than 75 percent 
in both New York and Pennsylvania, second and third ranl-;:ing States in the 
region. 

Changes in yield and shifts in acreage \lithin the region have resulted 
in a big increase in the importance of r'laine. During the mid-1920's, Maine 
replaced Ne'..r York as the leading producing State in the region. Production j_n 
Maine increased from 19 million to 37 million hundred'.veight, and in 1955-59 
accounted for almost 60 percent of the regional total. Production in New 
York and Pennsylvania has fluctuated \videly, but in general has lost both in 
terms of actual tormage and relative to the regional total. Nevr Yorl;: in 
1955-59 produced 23 percent of the regional tonnage and Pennsylvania 12 per
cent, compared i·ritll 35 anci 22 percent in ·i:;he early 1Y20's. Production in 
other States as a group, historically small, tended to decline. Among States 
in the group, production increased in Rhode Island and Connecticut 7 but declin
ed sharply in Nei·r Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Vlest Virginia. 

LATE CROP POTATOES 
Trend in Production, by States, Eastern Region* 

MIL CWT. 

lj; ANNUAL AVERAGE FOR PERIOOS SHOWN, 

Jl. HE'll HAMPSHIRE, VERMONT, MASSACHUSETTS, RHOOE ISLAHO, CONNF.CTICUT, ANO WEST VIRGINIA, 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. ERS 10-61 (4) ECONOMIC RESEARCH SEPVICE 
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Period 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-:34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
19'50-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 
1955-59 

1920-24 
1925-29 
1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950~54 
1955-59 

- 27 -
APRIL 1961 

Table7 .--Late crop potatoes: Trend in acreage, yield, and production, 
selected States, Eastern region, 1920-59 1) 

Acreage, Eastern region 

New York Pennsylvania r1aine other?) :Regional total 

11 000 ~ 1,000 ~ 1,000 ~ 1,000 ~ 1,000 ~ 

304.8 223.0 133.2 107.0 768.0 
237.2 205.0 150.0 91.7 6133.9 
237.8 214.8 171.2 99.1 722.9 
218.2 19().8 156.13 93.1 658.9 
196.4 163.2 173.2 96.3 629.1 
154.2 110.4 192.4 711.1 531.1 
104.8 67.2 132.2 113.5 347.7 
71.2 46.6 143.2 31.1 292.1 

Average yield per acre 

Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. ----·- Cvt. --- CIIT.. --

71.2 60.8 143.0 67.4 80.1 
63.7 613.3 152.3 65.9 84.8 
79.2 71.1 161.6 72.9 95.4 
73.6 70.3 157.0 72.5 92·3 
89·3 72.9 176,4 85.0 108.4 

139·9 110.4 214.2 103.5 155·7 
179.2 139.2 243.4 125.6 1139.2 
204.6 158.6 260.8 140.8 218.0 

Production 

Mil. cwt. r~n. cwt. Mil. cwt. Mil. cwt. Mil. cwt. ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
21.7 13.5 19.1 7.2 61.5 
15.1 14.0 22.9 6.0 58.0 
18.8 15.3 27.7 7.2 69.0 
16.1 13.4 24.6 6.7 60.8 
17.5 11.9 30.6 8.2 68.2 
21.6 12.2 41.2 7·7 82.7 
18.8 9·3 32.2 5.5 65.8 
14.6 7.4 37·3 4.4 63.7 

Production as percentage of regional total 

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

35.2 22.0 31.1 11.7 100.0 
26.0 24.1 39.6 10.3 100.0 
27.2 22.2 40.2 10.4 100.0 
26.5 22.0 40.5 11.0 100.0 
25.7 17.4 44.9 12.0 100.0 
26.1 14.8 49.8 9·3 100.0 
28.6 14.1 48.9 8.4 100.0 
22·9 li.6 58.6 6.9 100.0 

Y Annual average for periods shown. 
gj New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island~ Connecticut, and West Virginia. 

Compiled from Statistical Bulletins 122 and 190, and annual summaries of Potatoes and Sweet
potatoes 1 AMS 1 USDA. 



Table 8. --Truck crops, potatoes and sweetpotatoes: Unloads ut 38 markets, indicated reriods lpC; and 1)51 
' J 

) 

I 

(Expressed in carlot equivalents) , , 
February 20-March 16, 1960: !·larch 19-April 15, 1:)00 : _I_ebru~ry lJ-r.;arciJ l}'.L.l/ul: : :Cn~ch }:.--Tr:~i_l ___ l_~,_.-1_ ~1_ = 

Commodity 

Asparagus 
Beans, lima, snap and 

fava 
Beets 
Broccoli 
Cabbage 
Cantaloups and other 

melons y 
Carrots 
Cauliflower 
Celery 
Corn 
Cucumbers 
Eggplant 
Escarole and endive 
Lettuce and romaine 
Onions ?) 
Peas, green 
Peppers 
Spinach 
Squash 
Tomatoes 
Turnips and rutabagas 
Watermelons 
other vegetables 

(including mixed) 
Total 

Potatoes 
Sweetpotatoes 

Grand total 

Rail,: . . Rail,: . . Rail,: . HaL,: b t . . I . . . . . . , 
oa ' · Truck: m- :Total : l::oat' : Truck: Im- :Total : boc:t' : Trucl:: Im- :Total occ:t' : 

and : :ports : : and :ports : ana :ports : o.Ea 

'rm
T::-ucJ~ ~ !"~orts : T.ct:J.l 

air : : : : air : : _: ____ :__air_: ____ : ___ : ___ _:. _:i_::__ _:_ ___ _:. _____ .:. __ _ 

81 

41 
9 

157 
906 

l 
802 
211 

1,165 
13 
39 

1 
70 

3,179 
582 

4 
111 
241 

l 
104 

2 

226 

351 
35 

117 
1,853 

4 
882 
430 

1,441 
95 

128 
61 

236 
2,569 
1,692 

32 
401 
186 
333 
865 
254 

25 

17 

545 

5 
203 

42 
4 

238 
112 
152 

5 
1,549 

155 
128 

307 

417 
~4 

274 
2,776 

550 
1,684 

641 
2,6c6 

113 
370 
104 
310 

5, 748 
2,512 

148 
664 
427 
339 

2, 51t'l 
411 
128 

303 

153 
12 

287 
.--£.':) 
';}'"-

863 
377 

1,302 
65 
14 

65 
3,587 

746 
36 

137 
2o8 

l 
299 

7 

694 

585 
Go 

103 
2,199 

1 
020 
500 

1,588 
260 
199 

.35 
270 

3, o8') 
1,742 

77 
431 
2o6 
401 
777 
229 

8 

74 

5 

783 

4 
159 
2) 

7 

134 
31 

148 

4 
1,711 

133 
314 

1,477 

812 
72 

3'}C! 
3,166 

7'....,0 ,...;_,. 

1,633 
877 

2,390 
329 
372 
114 
342 

6,676 
2,672 

144 
716 
414 
1106 

2,987 
371> 
322 

09 

33 
2 

218 
600 

685 
335 

1,074 
32 
20 

29 
3,156 

461 

227 
212 

5 
476 

3 

253 

5r:J 
58 

10" •. L;) 

2,130 

784 
43h 

1,403 
168 
230 

61 
225 

2,C74 
l,G65 

29 
503 
120 
3SG 

1,40:> 
1 ac:: .-_,·...; 

4 

;!;. 

336 
10 

l 
12G 
17 

5 

'Oc24 
~7G 

67 

377 
14) 
125 

331 

665 
Co 

341 
2,610 

336 
l, 47::,_1 

_~ l () 
V-·./ 

2,h77 
201 
lJ20 
Jh 

259 
6,030 
2,4;;c 

107 
797 
340 
391 

2,~42 
347 
l·)~ -_, 

l~.~.f) 

152 
l ~ 
-::0 

lGO 
C32 

6')) 

1~)6 
l,o67 

;r-:._. 

82 
1 

43 
3, 01·3 

511 
46 

114 
:Jl 
/~ 

3 
7 ')~ 

Jl 

1 

r;:~lr 

/jC: 

~~51 
.;3 

.!...-' 
..., ..-,r·"' 
t.::., ,::.v..:.. 

1 
7~-

~~~: 
l J 3::::--

33~ 
c~;; j-

12.'} 
235 

2, S\51 
1,.31.3 

~~~, 

4,<:; 
~_, 

236 
421 

1,257 
159 
ll; 

lC·) 

6'?]_ 
l~ 

27 
:,:o 

(_ 

30L~ 
J,c 

70 

l 
1, lll 

11 
23 

l,lv3~ 

.--,,.} 
._,);,. / 

7·) 
2'J3 
·~] -, -

0'72 
l L. ?() _, "-./ 

S-:'6 
2,} ?5 

·~~ '"';) 
7:..1 
1~0 
?34 

c; Cf7() ./' /: ./ 

~,5::;8 
173 
CG9 
327 
425 

3,1<'3 
275 
247 

1,567 119 l 1,687 1,606 129 --- 1,735 1,669 105 l 1,775 1,441 129 --- 1,570 
9,~81 l2,310j,I8I ~4, 178 i:C;53614,653--3,5'Xi '29,-179 '9;486 T3;3i2--2,Y~0-25,1i:S6 --9-;541'i4,-5:;5. '2/(26 '21,"252-

7,667 5,507 
3 1,125 

; 16' 962 18' 942 

9 13,183 
1,133 

8,721 
7 

4,733 
1,145 

l 13,455 
1,152 

6,270 6,002 
3 845 

24 12,29'5 7,480 
848 5 

~' 913 
)lC 

0 13,397 
';23 

3,190 39,094 20,258 20,531 3,597 44,386 15,759 20,659 2,212 38,630 17,032 a,G16 2,726 2;.1,574 

·---------------
!f Except watermelons. ?) Includes shallots, chives, cipolinas, leeks, scallions, and green onions. 

Markets include: Albany, Atlanta, Baltimore, Birmingham, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Coluniliia, Dallas, Denver, 
Detroit, Houston, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Louisville, Hemphis, Miami, l·lihvaukee, t·.,inneapolis, Nashville, Ne1·rark, J'Tew 
Orleans, New York, Oakland, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Portland (Ore.), Providence, St. Louis, St. Paul, Salt Lru'e City, San Antonio, 
San Francisco, \ol'ashington, and Wichita. 

Truck unloads are not 100 percent complete but represent highest percentage obtainable !L'1der local conditions in markets covered. 
Ha.rket News: '.-leekly reports, Al\18, USDA. 
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Table 9· -·-Vegetables, fresh: Representative prices (1. c .l. sales) at New York 
and Chicago for stock of generally good quality and condition (U. S. No. l 

when available), indicated perlods, 1960 and 1961 

Market 
and 

commodity 

Beans, snap 
green, Contenders 

Beets, bunched 
Broccoli, bunched 
Cabbage: 

Domestic, 
Round type 

Carrots: 
Eunched 
Topped, washed 

Topped, washed 

Cauliflower 
Celery: 

Pascal 
Pascal 

Escarole 
Lettuce, Big Boston 
Onions: 

Yellow, medium, 
(Western s~ction) 

Ye:)J.ow, large 
Peppers. green 
3:P inach, Sav0y 

Chicag(t): 

Beans, snap 
green, Valentine 

Beets, bunched 
Broccoli 
Cabbage: 

Domestic, 
Round type 

Carrots: 
Topped, washed 
Topp~d, washed 

Celery: 
Pascal 
Pascal 

Lettuce, Iceb~rg, 
dry pack 

Onions: 

State 
of 

origin 

Florida 
Texas 
California 

Florida 

California 
California 

Texas 

California 

Florida 
California 
Florida 
FloridA. 

New York 
Iilaqo 
Florida 
V:Lrginia 

Florida 
Texas 
California 

Texas 

California 
Texas 

Florida 
California 

Arizona 

Yellow, Spanish Idaho 
Yellow, medium Midwestern 

Peppers, green Florida 
Spinach, flat type ~~if0rnia 

Unit 

Bu. hatllper and crts.: 
2/3 HGI\ crt. 42's 
l~'s, small crt. 

l-3/4 bu. crt. 

~ doz.2/3 WGA crt. 
48-l lb. film bag 

crt. 
48-l lb. film bag, 

mesh bt.q~·c 
ctns. film ,;rpd. 12' s: 

16-in. crt. 2-4 doz.: 
16-in. crt. 2k doz. 
l-l/9bu. crt: 
2 doz. crt. 

50-lb. sack 
50-lb. sac], 
Bu. bskt. 
Bu. bskt. 

Bu. hamper 
42's 
14' s, t crate 

l-3/4 bu. crt. 

48-l lb. film bag 
48-l lb. film bag 

16-in. crt. 2-4 doz.: 
16-in. crt. 2-3 doz.: 

2 doz. head crtn. 

50-lb. sack 
50-lb. sack 
Bu. bskt. 
.!)u. bskt. 

Tuesday nearest mid-month 

-~ ------- --·--·--··----------
r.tu.r. 

J 5 

6.00 
j.')O 
3-75 

2.15 

4.65 

j.OO 
5-25 
l. 65 
l. 50 

1.30 
2.45 
!1 .• 00 

6. ~~5 
3.35 
3.15 

2.15 

2.45 

2.85 
11.85 

3.25 

2.25 
1.25 
6.25 

Apr. 

19 

Dol. 

3.50 
3.65 
3.00 

2.2) 

1J.4o 

3·75 

2.80 
3· 75 

2.75 
3. '(5 
l. 50 
2.50 

3· 75 
l. 50 

4.00 
3.15 
2. 50 

2.65 

3.15 
2.40 

2.50 
3.25 

4.25 

5.00 
3·15 

,Jan. 

17 

Dol. 

). '(5 
5.00 
Y(5 

2.25 

6.00 

j.;?5 
).00 
1.65 
3.00 

1.65 
2 .·ro 
l:.oo 

).00 

3·35 

2.00 

5.00 
I~· 35 

2.85 
3.50 

3·75 

2.30 
l. 30 
4.15 

. . . . 
Feb. /.iar. f\pr. 

1~ . lB 

. . . . 
--~--~----~--- ----

Dol. 

'(.50 
4.00 
j.25 

2.35 

~ .25 

6.25 

~.75 
3.no 

3 ''" .c.,., 
)·15 
l. 75 
2.75 

2.25 
3.110 
3-25 

6.00 
3.75 
2.75 

2.00 

5.35 
~. ~0 

3·35 
4.15 

2.00 

3.00 
1.85 
3.25 

Dol. Dol. 

6.50 y~.OC1 
3· '(5 4. 35 
3.7) 2.'/5 

2.50 

).60 

j. 90 
j.25 

2. 50 
j.')O 
2.10 

l. 5C 
j.OO 
1+. 25 
1.00 

5.50 
3.50 
3.25 

2.25 

) . 25 
3.4o 

2. 50 
3.50 

~' .15 

2. 70 
1.10 
4.60 

6.2) 

2.'75 
j. 90 
l. 90 
;~.25 

1.60 

5.50 
3.00 

4.50 
3.65 
2. )0 

2.35 

5.25 
U35 

~. '(5 

3·35 

3.00 

3.00 
1.10 
6.'{5 
3.)0 

-l.l April ll1 1961 price. . 
Weekly '3Ul1Dllary of terminal market prices, MaJ;"ket Ne;rs Heports, AMS, USDA. 
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Table 10. --Vegetables, frozen: Cold-storage holdings, !'larch 31, 1961, with comparisons 

Coumodity 

Asuaratr,us 
leans, lima: 

Fordhook 
Baby 

Total ?) 
Beans, snap: 

Retr,ular cut 
French style 

Total ?) 
Broccoli 
Brussels Sprouts 
Carrots 
Caulif1ovrer 
Corn, s1-reet 
Peas and carrots 
Peas, green 
Potatoes, french fried 
Spinach 
Mixed vegetables 
Other vegetables 

Grand total 

r·.tarch 
average 
1956-60 

1,000 lb. 

11,089 

n. a. 
n. a. 

69,000 

n. a. 
n. a. 

: 48,97~ 
: -1r11,20 

18,866 
n. a. 

17,3)8 
48,lg-( 
11,645 

115,170 
75,000 
30,245 
20,418 
89,'{08 

599,939 

196o 1961 

t.Jarch 31 January 31 February 28 :March 31 y 
1,000 l£.:_ 1,000 ~ ~000~ 1,000 ~ 

9,244 17,247 13,281 11,331 

28,809 41,991 37,036 32,320 
23z654 
52,463 

47,054 
89,045 

39z777 
76,813 

32,956 
65;276 

28,823 
18,098 -··Lib.g;l 
44, 95 ,171 ,707 47,965 
17,037 26,945 23,027 20,455 
24,594 49,402 42,790 39,930 
10,329 30,585 25,349 23,650 
45,088 9(3,.029 75,192 62,035 
11,401 15,700 12,077 11,795 

116,122 181,464 121,283 89,529 
107,504 150,648 169,353 186,119 

37,388 43,831 37,312 52,620 
20,813 26,048 23,970 24,087 
70,889 111,607 107,230 100,246 

614,488 847,530 

y Preliminary. g} Not reported separately prior to January 31, 1960. 
n. a. - not available 

Cold Storage Report, SRS, USDA, issued monthly. 

TablP 11.--Vegetables, fre<-h: Averare J)rices per hundredi·reight received by farmers, 
United States, indicated periods, 1960 and 1961 

19 0 19 1 ------ ------
Commodity February 15 ~/,arch 15 January 15 February 15 March 15 

Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. ~ 

Beans, snap 14.70 14.00 12.00 12.40 9·50 
Broccoli 10.70 10.30 12.00 10.70 10.50 
Cabbage 2.05 1. 35 1.30 1.50 1.35 
Carrots 2.10 l. 95 3·55 3.40 2.85 
Cauliflower 3.65 3.65 4.05 3.20 2.80 
Celery 3.60 3.40 2.75 3.60 2.60 
Corn, s•.feet 7.30 6.80 6.80 6.90 6.90 
Cucumbe:cs 10.lfO 13.30 9.10 10.30 9.80 
Lettuce 5.20 5.10 lf, 35 2.70 2.50 
Onions 1.40 1.35 1.75 3.00 1.85 
Peppers, green 19.60 1].60 9.40 5.60 9.00 
Spinach 8.00 8.10 9.80 8.20 5· 70 
Tomatoes 11.4.o 13.20 6.lfO 7.20 10.70 

·---
Agricultural Prices, AMS, USDA, issued monthly. 
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Table 12.--Canned vegetables: Commercial packs 1959 and 1960 and canners' and 
wholesale distributors' stocks 1960 and 1961, by c:ommoditi·es, United States 

Pack Stocks 

Commodity ; ==~~ ·c~~~~-=u:-·-·-- ---== -~~~~~~~~e~c!!_~tiiYJ~~o£~ j]_ 
1959 1960 

Date Date . . . . . . . . 
· ·-r,-ooo _ _:_ __ i;ooo __ ._ ------·---1,ooo --'-·-i,ooo -·'- -------·-1,-ooo- -'---i,-ooo-

Major commodities 
Beans, snap 
corn, s\fee>t 
Peas, green 
Tomatoes 
Tomato juice gj 

cases 
24/2's 

25.338 
33,810 
25,674 
24,126 
31,116 

cases 
24/2's 

2'(,J86 
28,926 
23,545 
25,413 
33,018 

cases 
24/2's 

Apr. 1 7,099 
Apr. 1 10,657 
Apr. 1 '),OlG 
Apr. 1 '(' 001 
Apr. l 16,D49 

cases cases cases 
24/2's 24/2's 24/2's 

6,96h Jan. 1 :. , ·J·:rr ;:,T:ll 
9,121 Jan. 1 3,1\'( 3,0~4 
6,667 Jun. 1 .), J 13 2' ~~4(J 
7,61) Jan. 1 3,···/) J,lY• 

16,013 Jan. l ~~,L_)l 2,4)11 
:------... - ·------ ------------ ..... - ------------ .. ·--- ... ~. --------- .. ----

Total 

Minor commodities 
--rsparagus 

Beans, lima 
Beets 
Blackeye peas 
Carrots 
Oltra lJ 
Pickles 
Pimientos 
PUmpkin and squash 
Sauerkraut 
Potatoes 
S1-1eetpotatoes 
Spinach 
other greens 
Tomato products: 

Catsup and 
chili sauce 

Paste 
PUlp and puree 
Sauce 

Vegetables, mixed 

Total comparable 
minor items 

Grand total 
corr.parable items 

5,811 
2,692 
'(, 914 
1;727 
2,373 

: 627 
:!:!:/23,052 
: 638 

3,666 
:!:!:/ Ll,089 

2,959 
7,268 
7,135 
1,791 

: 19,253 
:§) 8,520 

3, 525 
9,4118 
3,560 

·-·---

6,536 
3,0'(8 
(,255 
1,707 
1f' 136 

543 
~/23,147 

741 
4,078 

!:!:/11,2'75 
n. a. 
n. a. 
6,391f 
2,ln6 

21f' 587 
_0'10,351 

4,11.22 
10;(13'{ 

3,904 

f\olar. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

t,Iar. 

Apr. 
Apr. 

l.oJar. 

Apr. 
Apr. 
A:rr;. 
Apr. 

l 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
' .J.. 

1 
1 

1,061 1,<'59 Ja!1. 1 );J,! 563 
1,341 1,568 J'an. 1 11:J3 44h 
11 '2313 3,205 J·an. 1 1,030 91~7 

1,6t.l'( 2,184 Jan. 1 Jqo 1:66 

')4) 1,138 <Tan. 1 516 11)11 
'.2)2,719 2)4,125 Jan. 1 J76 711 

1,893 2,094 Jun. 1 623 61'( 

~,1"(1 11,039 ,Tan. l 1,~29 1' )..:ill 
]}2,636 l/2,0131 <Tun . 1 063 dJ3 v 76~ 'JJ C·~lt5 .Tan. J. u23 

~I) ,• 
b,,u 

:U'4,47) 1/2,~5 Suu. 1 7)4 7 ~·~!~ 

-----------------·-· --
l/ Converted from actual cases to standa~d cases of 24 No. 2 cans. 
gj Includes combination vegetable juices containing at least 70 percent tomato juice. 
3/ Okra, okra and tomatoes, and okra, corn and tomatoes. 
~ Crop for processing converted to a canned basis by applying an overall conversion factor (pickles 

68 and sauerkraut 54 cases equivalent to 1 ton fresh.) 
5/ Reported in barrels; converted to 24/2's by using 14 cases to the barrel. 
'§) Estimated, basis California pack. 
1/ California only. 

n. a. - not available. 

Canners' stock and pack data from the National Canners Association, unless othenrise noted. 
\{holesale distributors' stock from United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 



TVS-140 - 32 -

To.ble 13. --lfegetables, corrunercial for fresh market: Index numbers (unadjusted) 
o.._' pril~•'s received by farmers, as of 15th of the month_, United States 

by months, avere~.~e 1935-39, average 1947-49, and 1950 to date Y 

. -- . -- ---- ---- (1910-1914 = 100) 

1-t::!J."i.Ou Ja.u. Feb. 
: 
M~r.; Apr.; : May June July Aug.; Sept.; Oct. Nov. 

-- ~----- -·-·--
1935-39 lJ.ll 121 133 130 y:..-<) 98 87 82 Bl 90 103 
1947-49 288 305 310 308 277 215 207 1?6 1')3 204 241 

Year 
1950 257 213 195 2'(6 231 211 200 170 156 165 214 
1951 338 346 288 333 276 215 203 197 190 211 290 
1952 301 21t') 294 341 311 294 28<) 2~0 203 227 272 
1~53 267 273 254 252 251 285 246 209 191 206 226 
1954 254 23S' 236 26) 255 204 222 192 176 202 240 

1955 251 273 260 272 25~ 220 206 210 226 219 245 
1)56 246 276 271 2h6 262 291 264 202 184 215 281 
1957 241 237 238 2'{1 285 281 269 233 200 213 217 
1958 310 356 401 342 280 218 196 169 186 210 244 
1959 285 288 281 202 261 216 225 215 240 254 272 

1960 32~ 1961 ?) 23 2j5 ;~82 
2 0 '~32 

290 333 245 280 200 205 203 238 

APRIL 1961 

Dec.: Av. 

.--.~ 

115 107 
2lf6 249 

249 211 
343 269 
285 276 
241 242 
223 226 

230 239 
267 250 
246 244 
227 262 
301 260 

241 261 

})'Jfn addition to the vegetables included in the series published prior to January 1954, the 
?} Preliminary. following have been added; broccoli, sweet corn, cucumbers, 

Agricultural Prices, AMS, USDA, issued monthly. 

Table 1~.--Potatoes: Acreage and prospective plantings 

Yield per 
Acreage harvested 

Seasonal group 1950-59 acre 
average 1950..:.59 

average 
1,000 
acres ~ 

Acreage harvested: 
~linter 27.9 155.8 
Early spring 25.5 138.8 
Late spring 175.0 11+0.2 

Total 228.l+ 

Prospective plantings: 
Early surruner y 124.7 ~118.0 
Late surruner and fall ~ :__2:dl3.5 '[/182.7 

Total : 1,23l:L2 

!/ Intended acreage for 1961 as of February 1. 
g; Yield per planted acre, 1956-60 average. 
1J Intended acreage for 1961 as of March 1. 

Crop Production, SRS, USDA, issued monthly. 

and watermelons. 

for 1961 season with comparisons 

Acreage 

1961 as 
1960 1961 percentage 

of 1960 
1,000 1,000 
acres acres Percent 

21.1 23.6 111.8 
28.3 25.6 90.5 

151.6 148.2 97·8 
201.0 197.4 91:1·~ 

112.3 110.8 98.7 
lzl42.7 1,218.3 106.6 
1,255 •. 0 1,329.1 105.9 



Seasonal 
group 

Table 15.--Potatoes, winter and spring: Acreage, yield per acre, 
and production, average 1950-59, 1960 and indicated 1961 ~ 

--·--·---Harvested acreage : _ _Lield per:_~~---= Production ---· 
;Average ; 1960 

Indi- . . : Indi- : 
: cated .Average . 1960 : cated : Average ; 1960 

.1950-59 : : 1961 ;1950-59 ; : 1961 : 1950-59 : 

: Indi:... 
: cated 
: 1961 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1, ooo-·~r;ooo 

Hinter 
Early spring 
Late spring 

acres 

27.9 
25.5 

175.0 

acres 

21.1 
28.3 

151.6 

acres Cl-rt. 0.-rt. 

23.6 155.8 154.7 
25.6 138.8 123.7 

148.2 l40.2 181.0 

Cwt. cwt. cvrt. cwt. -
178.9 4,327 3,264 4,222 
163.1 3,557 3,502 4,176 

--- 24,263 27,434 

~ This acreage and proauction is later included in reports of total potatoE)s-.--

Crop Production, SRS, USDA, issued monthly. 

Table 16 . --S\-reetpotatoes: Plantings, average 1950-59, annual 1960 and indicated 1961 

·----- ---·-· -.-----------·------- -·-------- ----·---- - -- Acreage 

Area Average : 6 : Indicated : l9ol as percent-
1950-59 : 19 ° : 1961 1 1 : age of 1960 -----.C...---::--~ -·-·- ---- ----- -- -·------·-- -·--- ·-·- ;;;;;.;_ __ . _______ --------

1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres Percent 

Central Atlantic 3} 
Lo-.rer Atlantic 31 
South Central ~ 
North Central '2) 
California 

United States 

38.5 
90.7 

187.1 
3.5 

11.9 

333.4 

38.5 
46.2 

128.6 
2.9 

12.0 

228.2 

37.2 97 
44.2 96 

131.2 102 
2.9 100 

13.0 108 

228.5 100.1 

8 

Ui 
I 

1-' 
+:-
0 

w 
w 

1" Indications as of March 1, 1 NeH Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia-:- 'iJ North Carolina;-
South Carolina, Georgia,and Florida. }v Kentudi:y, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, ~ 
Louisiana, Oi\:lahorr.ta>'and Texas. 2} Missouri and Kansas. t=l 

1-' 

'8. 
Crop Production, AMS, USDA, issued monthly. 1-' 
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Table 17---Potatoes: Price f.o.b. shipping points and wholesale price per hundredweight at 
New York and Chicago, indicated periods 1960 and 1961 

Item 

F. o. b. shipping points: 
New stock 

Dade County, Florida, 
U. S. No. 1, Size A, 
Round Red Y 

Old stock 
San Luis Valley, Colnrado, 

Red !>lcClure ?} 
Idah0 ~alls, Idaho 

Russet Burbank 
Arrostook County, Maine, 

U. S. No. 1, Size A, 
rratahdin y lJ 

Hartford, Connecticut-Rockville area, 
Katahdin 

Rochester 1 \,rest and 
Central New York, mostly Katahdin Y 

East Grand Forks, ~dnnesota, 
Hound Reds mostly Pontiacs, washed 

Terminal l·larkets: 
Ne·,, York: 

New stock 
Florida, Round Reds !/ 21 

Old ::;tock 
Long Island, Katahdin !/ }!) 21 
1•:0.ine 1 Katahdin 1) ]/ 21 
Idaho, Russets l)'~ 

Chicago: 
Nevi stock 
Florida, Round Reds !/ 21 §/ 

Old stock 
Idaho, Ruszet s 21 7) 

Y 50 pound price doubled. 
Y. 2 3/4 " minimum, washed. 
3/ ~! 1/4 " minimum. 
B/ Chippewas and ~ahdin. 
5/ U. S. No. 1, Size A. 
7jj Street sales. 
J.J Carlot sales. 

Feb. 
20 

Dol. 

5.00 

2.72 

4.,;8 

1.24 

Mar. 
19 

4.08 

4.90 

2.88 

3.46 

3.60 

2.89 

Apr. 
16 

6.00 

3.28 

3·92 

3.32 

Week ended 

Jan, 
14 

2.52 

3.68 

1.66 

2.00 

2.34 

1.82 

Feb. 
18 

4.00 

2.45 

3.32 

1.60 

1.96 

2.18 

l. 71 

Mar. 
18 

3.50 

2.44 

3.10 

1.42 

1.78 

2.o4 

1.66 

TUesday nearest mid-month 
------~1~~~0~-------~- ~1 

Feb. 
16 

Dol. 

7.00 

3.10 
3.40 
6.50 

6.80 

5.50 

Mar. 
15 

6.90 

3.76 
3.80 
6.90 

6.50 

6.20 

Apr. 
19 

Dol. 

8.00 

4.00 
4.40 
7·50 

7.20 

6.60 

Jan. 
17 

Dol. 

5.76 

2.40 
2.90 
6.10 

5.05 

Feb. 
14 

5.00 

2.40 
2.90 
6.00 

5.00 

4.80 

Mar. 
14 

5.50 

2. 00 
2.75 
5.80 

5.10 

4.60 

F. o. b. prices are the simple averages of the mid-point of the range of daily prices. Terminal 
market prices are for Tuesday of each week and are submitted by Market News representatives to the 
Fruit and Vegetable Division of AMS. 

Apr. 
15 

3.20 

3.08 

1.48 

1.99 

1.92 

2.36 

Apr. 
18 

5.00 

2.20 
2.60 
6.20 

4.70 

5.50 
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Table, 18. --Svreetpotatoes: F. o. b. prices at Southern Louisiana points and 
representative market prices (1. c .1. sales) at Ne..r York and Chicago for 

stock of generally good quality and condition (U. S. No. 1, when 
available), indicated periods, 1960 and 1961 

-----~--,----:---:--------------: Week ended 
: ==:_--:=- .19£0 ===------ -·-196T --= =~-==--= = 

Location and variety Unit 
Mar.: Jan,: 

: : 
Feb. .'\.pr. Feb . : r·iar. : Apr. 
20 19 16 14 1':' 18 15 () . . . ·--------------Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. 

o.· b. ship;Eing points 
s. H. Louisiana points 

Porto Rican, u. s. 
No. 1, cured 

:50 pound: 
crate 2.75 2. 8lf 3.12 11.50 4.50 11.50 4.75 

. . . . . . 
: Feb. : i-1ar. : 1\pr.: Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. 
; 16 ; 15 ; 19 ; 17 ; 14 ; 14 ; 18 ---·--------- --~---------------Terminal markets 

Ne1-r Yor]';: 
Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. 

Nevr Jersey, orange 
Jersey type 

North Carolina 
Porto Rican type 

Chicago 
Louisiana, 
Porto Rican, cured 

Bushel 
basket 2.25 2.13 
Bushel 
basket 3.25 3.50 

:50 pound: 
crate 3.50 3.50 

2.20 3.00 3.35 

3.40 4.65 5.15 

3.Go 5.15 5.25 

3.30 3.65 

5.00 5.38 

5.25 5-50 

F. o. b. prices are simple averages of the mid-point of the range of daily prj.ces. 
l-1urket prices are for Tuesday of each Heek and are submitted by Market News 
representatives to the Fruit and Vegetable Division of' AJ1S. 

Table 19.--Average price per hundredweight received by farmers for potatoes, 
sweetpotatoes, dry edible beans, and dry field peas, 

United States, indicated periods, 1960 and 1961 

Commodity 

Field crops: 
Potatoes y 
S1-reetpotatoes 
Beans, dry edible 
Peas, dry field 

Feb. 
15 

Dol. 

2.21 
3·75 
7.46 
3·75 

!/ Monthly average price. 

1960 ---------=-= 
Mar. Jan. 
15 15 

Dol. Dol. 

2.70 1.89 
3.58 5.03 
7.41 7.15 
3.65 4.08 

Agricultural Prices, AMS, USDA, issued monthly. 

196f 

Feb. 
15 

Dol. 

1.80 
5.25 
6.97 
4.12 

-----

Mar. 
15 

Dol. 

1.63 
5.40 
7.01 
3.91 
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Table 20---Beans, dry edible: Prospective plantings for 
1961 season, with comparisons !/ 

------·---------------------·-----Yield per -;~~-=---Acreagep:larited ____ -
Acreage planted : 

Group of States Planted · Indicated.l961 as acre 
1~50-~_9 : 1956-60 : 1960 : 1~1 ;percentage 
avera5e : average : : gj :of 1960 -T,ooo -- ·---------- -1,ooo- -- -~ooo _______ _ ----··.-----------
acres Pounds acres acres Percent 

r.!aine, Ne'.r York, Michigan 615 1,021 628 639 101.8 
Nebraska, Montana, Idaho, 

~-Jyoming, and washington 316 1,639 344 309 89.8 
Kansas, Colorado, New 

Mexico, Arj_~ona, and utah 29(3 719 264 279 105.7 
California 300 1,381 239 251 105.0 

. - -------------·-·-- -----------------------------
United States 1,528 

--~ Includes beans grown for seed. 
~Indications as of March 1, 1961. 

1,167 

Crop Production, AMS, USDA, issued monthly. 

1,475 l,lq8 100.2 

Table 21.--Peas, dry field: Prospective plantings for 
1961 season, with comparisons !I 

Yield per Acreage planted 
Acreage planted 

State planted acre Indicate( 1961 as 
1950-59 1956-60 1960 1961 :Percentage 
average average gj ;Of 1960 --- 1,000 --r;-ooa-· 1,000---------~ 

acres Pounds acres acres Percent 

Minnesota 5 790 8 10 125 
l'!orth Dakota 4 911 11 12 110 
Idaho 101 1,245 101 104 103 
Colorado 18 505 16 15 94 
' . .Jashington 139 1,235 157 173 110 
Oree;on 10 1,390 12 17 142 

----- 4--- ______________ .. ___ 

United States 290 1,183 

~ In principal commercial producing States. 
gj Indications as of March 1, 1961. 

Crop Production, USDA, AMS, issued monthly. 

305 331 108.5 
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