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United States and Canadian Cattle Inventory Down 2 Percent 
 

All cattle and calves in the United States and Canada combined totaled 111.3 million head on July 1, 2012, down 2 

percent from the 113.5 million on July 1, 2011. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 44.6 million head, were down 2 

percent from a year ago. 

       

All cattle and calves in the United States as of July 1, 2012, totaled 97.8 million head, 2 percent below the 100.0 million 

on July 1, 2011. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 39.7 million head, were down 2 percent from a year ago. 

 

All cattle and calves in Canada as of July 1, 2012, totaled 13.5 million head, down slightly from the 13.5 million on  

July 1, 2011. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 4.91 million, were down slightly from a year ago. 
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States and Canada: July 1, 2007-2010 

Class 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

Cattle and calves  .....................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ...........................................................  
    Beef cows  ............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  .............................................................................................  
 
All other cattle  ..........................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ................................................................................................  

119,965.0 
 

48,309.6 
38,180.2 
10,129.4 

 
71,655.4 

 
42,178.9 

118,210.0 
 

47,739.2 
37,417.4 
10,321.8 

 
70,470.8 

 
41,430.3 

116,315.0 
 

46,739.1 
36,574.8 
10,164.3 

 
69,575.9 

 
40,827.0 

114,795.0 
 

45,961.5 
35,846.0 
10,115.5 

 
68,833.5 

 
40,463.1 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source:   National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada  

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States and Canada: July 1, 2011 and 2012 

Class 2011 2012 
2012 as 
percent 
of 2011 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Cattle and calves  .....................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ...........................................................  
    Beef cows  ............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  .............................................................................................  
 
All other cattle  ..........................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ................................................................................................  

113,530.0 
 

45,512.8 
35,354.2 
10,158.6 

 
68,017.2 

 
39,911.9 

111,320.0 
 

44,611.7 
34,457.9 
10,153.8 

 
66,708.3 

 
 

98 
 

98 
98 

100 
 

98 
 
 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada 
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States: July 1, 2007-2010 

Class 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

Cattle and calves  ........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  .............................................................  
    Beef cows  ...............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 500 pounds and over  ......................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement .......................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  .......................................................................  
    Other heifers  ...........................................................................................  
 
Steers 500 pounds and over  .......................................................................  
Bulls 500 pounds and over  .........................................................................  
Calves under 500 pounds  ...........................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ...................................................................................................  

104,300.0 
 

42,300.0 
33,150.0 

9,150.0 
 

16,500.0 
4,700.0 
3,900.0 
7,900.0 

 
14,900.0 

2,100.0 
28,500.0 

 
36,758.7 

103,300.0 
 

42,000.0 
32,650.0 

9,350.0 
 

16,300.0 
4,600.0 
3,900.0 
7,800.0 

 
14,700.0 

2,100.0 
28,200.0 

 
36,152.5 

102,000.0 
 

41,400.0 
32,200.0 

9,200.0 
 

16,200.0 
4,500.0 
3,950.0 
7,750.0 

 
14,400.0 

2,100.0 
27,900.0 

 
35,939.0 

101,100.0 
 

40,900.0 
31,750.0 

9,150.0 
 

16,200.0 
4,400.0 
4,050.0 
7,750.0 

 
14,400.0 

2,100.0 
27,500.0 

 
35,694.8 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source:  National Agricultural Statistics Service.  

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States: July 1, 2011 and 2012 

Class 2011 2012 
2012 as 
percent 
of 2011 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Cattle and calves  ...........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ................................................................  
    Beef cows  ..................................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ...................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 500 pounds and over  .........................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement ..........................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  ..........................................................................  
    Other heifers  ..............................................................................................  
 
Steers 500 pounds and over  ..........................................................................  
Bulls 500 pounds and over  ............................................................................  
Calves under 500 pounds  ..............................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  

100,000.0 
 

40,600.0 
31,400.0 

9,200.0 
 

16,000.0 
4,200.0 
4,200.0 
7,600.0 

 
14,200.0 

2,000.0 
27,200.0 

 
35,313.2 

97,800.0 
 

39,700.0 
30,500.0 

9,200.0 
 

15,700.0 
4,200.0 
4,100.0 
7,400.0 

 
14,000.0 

1,900.0 
26,500.0 

 
34,500.0 

98 
 

98 
97 

100 
 

98 
100 
98 
97 

 
99 
95 
97 

 
98 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source:  National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – Canada: July 1, 2007-2010 

Class 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

Cattle and calves  ........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ..............................................................  
    Beef cows  ...............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 1 year and over  ...............................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement  .......................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  .......................................................................  
    Other heifers  ...........................................................................................  
 
Steers 1 year and over  ................................................................................  
Bulls 1 year and over  ..................................................................................  
Calves under 1 year  ....................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ...................................................................................................  

15,665.0 
 

6,009.6 
5,030.2 

979.4 
 

2,457.7 
662.7 
489.8 

1,305.2 
 

1,771.7 
261.6 

5,164.4 
 

5,420.2 

14,910.0 
 

5,739.2 
4,767.4 

971.8 
 

2,344.6 
642.7 
478.5 

1,223.4 
 

1,622.5 
256.8 

4,946.9 
 

5,277.8 

14,315.0 
 

5,339.1 
4,374.8 

964.3 
 

2,389.5 
621.4 
475.3 

1,292.8 
 

1,697.4 
243.6 

4,645.4 
 

4,888.0 

13,695.0 
 

5,061.5 
4,096.0 

965.5 
 

2,284.1 
600.1 
475.1 

1,208.9 
 

1,615.3 
232.8 

4,501.3 
 

4,768.3 
 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.  

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – Canada: July 1, 2011 and 2012 

Class 2011 2012 
2012 as 
percent 
of 2011 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Cattle and calves  ...........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  .................................................................  
    Beef cows  ..................................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ...................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 1 year and over  ..................................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement  ..........................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  ..........................................................................  
    Other heifers  ..............................................................................................  
 
Steers 1 year and over  ...................................................................................  
Bulls 1 year and over  .....................................................................................  
Calves under 1 year  .......................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ......................................................................................................  

13,530.0 
 

4,912.8 
3,954.2 

958.6 
 

2,325.6 
640.0 
475.3 

1,210.3 
 

1,631.6 
226.5 

4,433.5 
 

4,598.7 

13,520.0 
 

4,911.7 
3,957.9 

953.8 
 

2,341.7 
662.2 
478.1 

1,201.4 
 

1,614.7 
228.6 

4,423.3 
 
 

100 
 

100 
100 
100 

 
101 
104 
101 
99 

 
99 

101 
100 

 
 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source:  Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada. 
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This publication is a result of a joint effort by Statistics Canada and NASS to release the number of cattle and calves by 

class and calf crop for both countries within one publication. This information was requested by the United States cattle 

industry to provide producers additional information about potential beef, mutton and lamb supplies. United States 

inventory numbers were previously released on January 27, 2012. 

 

Information Contacts 
 

Listed below are the commodity specialists in the Livestock Branch of the National Agricultural Statistics Service to 

contact for additional information. E-mail inquiries may be sent to nass@nass.usda.gov 

 

Dan Kerestes, Chief, Livestock Branch  .......................................................................................................... (202) 720-3570 

 

Scott Hollis, Head, Livestock Section  ............................................................................................................ (202) 690-2424 

 Travis Averill – Cattle, Cattle on Feed  ..................................................................................................... (202) 720-3040 

 Sherry Bertramsen – Livestock Slaughter  ................................................................................................ (515) 284-4340 

 Doug Bounds – Hogs and Pigs  ................................................................................................................. (202) 720-3106 

 Donnie Fike – Dairy Products  .................................................................................................................. (202) 690-3236 

 Mike Miller – Milk Production and Milk Cows  ....................................................................................... (202) 720-3278 

 Alissa Cowell-Mytar – Sheep and Goats  .................................................................................................. (202) 720-4751 



  

  

 

 

Access to NASS Reports 
 
For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways: 

 

 All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: http://www.nass.usda.gov 

 

 Both national and state specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free 

subscription, visit http://www.nass.usda.gov and in the “Follow NASS” box under “Receive reports by Email,” 

click on “National” or “State” to select the reports you would like to receive.  

 

 Printed reports may be purchased from the National Technical Information Service (NTIS) by calling toll-free 

(800) 999-6779, or (703) 605-6220 if calling from outside the United States or Canada. Accepted methods of 

payment are Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order.   

 

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540, 

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@nass.usda.gov.  

                                                                                 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 

basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 

status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's 

income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at 

(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 

(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/
http://www.nass.usda.gov/


  

  

 

 

 

USDA Data Users’ Meeting 
Monday October 22, 2012 

 

Crowne Plaza Chicago-Metro 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 

312-829-5000 

 

 

 

The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service will be organizing an open forum for data 

users.  The purpose will be to provide updates on pending changes in the various statistical and 

information programs and seek comments and input from data users.  Other USDA agencies to 

be represented will include the Agricultural Marketing Service, the Economic Research Service, 

the Foreign Agricultural Service, and the World Agricultural Outlook Board.  The Foreign Trade 

Division from the Census Bureau will also be included in the meeting. 

 

For registration details or additional information for the Data Users’ Meeting, see the NASS 

homepage at http://www.nass.usda.gov/meeting/ or contact Vernita Murray (NASS) at 

202-690-8141 or at vernita_murray@nass.usda.gov. 

 

This Data Users’ Meeting precedes an Industry Outlook Meeting that will be held at the same 

location on Tuesday October 23, 2012.  The Outlook meeting brings together analysts from 

various commodity sectors to discuss the outlook situation.  For registration details or additional 

information for the Industry Outlook Meeting, see the Livestock and Marketing Information 

Center (LMIC) homepage at http://www.lmic.info/ or contact Erica Rosa 303-236-0461 at 

rosa@lmic.info or Laura Lahr 303-236-0464 at lahr@lmic.info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/meeting/
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http://www.lcmic.info/
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