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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE .
" BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
WASHINGION, D. C,

March 15, 1944

MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS AS OF
MARCH 1, 1944 WITH COIPARISONS

. v -

Stocks of merchantable potatoes in hands of growers and-~local dealers
on March 1, 1944 were 70 percent larger than stocks on hand March 1,
1943, Estimates of the Crop Reporting Board of the Department of
Agriculture show holdings of 77,000,000 bushels on March 1 this year,
compared with 45,300,000 bushels on Merch 1, 1943, These holdings
comprise potatoes that are available for marketing for food, seed,
processing, etc., on and after March 1, They exclude ppﬁgtpeﬁ held on
farms for consumption and for planting on producers' own farms,. Most
of the March 1 holdings were in the 18 surplus late potato States,

Apparent marketings to March 1 in the 37 late and intermediate States
totaled. nearly 220,000,000 bushels from the crop of 1943 compared .
with about 178,000,000 bushels from the crop of 1942 to March 1, 1943,
an increase of 24 percent this season over last season. Since January 1,
1944 the 1943 crop has moved to market at a much slower rate than prior
to that date. Marketings from January 1 to lMarch 1 were only 10 percent
larger than during. the. corresponding period in 1943, Prior to January 1,
1944 marketings were 30 percent greater than they were for the corres-
ponding period the previous season, with an apparent movement of nearly"
159,000,000 bushels from the crop of 1943 compared with 122,000,000
bushels orior to January 1, 1943,

During January and February of 1944 the apparent disappearance of mer-
chantable potatoes was 61,000,000 bushels., In January and February of
1943 disappearance was £5,480,000 bushels, For these two months carlot
shipments by rail and boat accounted for 36,751,000 bushels in 1944,
compared with 31,496,000 bushels in 19043, Truck shipments and loeal
sales accounted for a smaller portion of January and February market-

ings this year than last, dlthouzh sctual quantities transported by

truck were slightly larger in 1944 than in 1943,
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