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v MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS UNUSUALLY LARGE ON FEBRUARY 1 1/

Stocks of merchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers in or near
areas of production were unusually large on February 1, the Bureau of Agri-
cultural Economics announced today. Combined grower and dealer holdings of
118,800,000 bushels were 13 percent larger than the 105,420,000 bushels held
a year earlier, and only 2 percent below the record holdings of February 1,
1947. . Potatoes held for use as food, seed or livestock feed on farms where
grown .and those~§urchased by the Government under the price support program
but released to the grower for livestock feed are not included in these
merchantable stocks estimates.

Estimates of February 1 stocks are based primarily on the published estimetes
of January 1 stocks and estimated marketings in January. 1In estimating
January marketings,, consideration was given quantities purchased by the
Government under the price support program, carlot movement, truck shipments,
local sales including deliveries to processing plants, and shrinkagé and
waste: during January. .

For' the surplus late States in the Zast (Maine, N. Y., and Pa.),February 1
stocks.were;26 percent larger than holdings of a year earlier and 9 percent
above the record February 1 stocks held by growers and local dealers three
years ago. .In the 5 central surplus late States (Mich., Wis., Minn., N.Dak.,.
§.Dak.), Pébruary 1, 1950 stocks were 17 percent larger than a year earlier,
but 6 percent ‘below February 1, 1947, holdings. In the West, February 1 stocks
were 9 percent below those.of a year earlier with most of this difference
accounted for by reduced holdings in ‘Idaho. Compared with February 1, 1947,
holdings this year in the 10 surplus late States of the West were down 1l
percent.

Below-zero weather-delayed movement in January from some ?ﬁ? s, especidlly the
Red River Valley. Y¥or the 37 late and intermediate potatohﬁlgéppearance during-
the past month is estimated at 26,640,000 bushels, compared with marke tings of
30,460,000 bushels in January 1949. Included in .these quantitiés are Govern-—
ment purchases of glightly more than 5.8 million bushels in January 1950 and
nearly 9 million bushels in the first month of 1949. Total shipments of old=-
crop potatoes in carlot quantities by rail and boat during the past month, in-
cluding Gevernment purchases moved in this manner, are estimated st 12,854,000
bushels, or U8 percent of total marketings. ' In January 1949, 15,993, 000
bushels or 53 percent of the quantity marketed moved in this manner.
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l/ This spebial report of merchantable potato stocks is made possible under
funds providgd by the Re§§qrch and Marketing.Act.of 1946. ) ’
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