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UNITED STATES DSPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE January 24, 1940
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D. C. MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS
AS OF JAITUARY 1, 1940
WITH COMPARISONS

Stocks of merchantable potatoes available for sale, in the hands of growers
and local dealers and buyers, on January 1, 1940, are estimated by the Crop Report-
ing Board of the Agricultural Marketing Service, to have been 103,318,000 bushels.
This total is only 232,000 bushels less than the 103,550,000 bushels on hand on
January 1, 1939, but is 2 percent below the 5-year (1934-33) average of 105,362,000
bushels. : '

January 1 stocks in the 18 surplus late States are estimntcd to have been
95,296,000 bushels, compared with 95,669,000 bushels o year earlier. In the 12
other  late States, stocks on January 1 were 6,786,000 bushels, compared with
5,870,000 bushels a year cerlicr, and in the 7 intcrmedinte States 1,236,000 bu-
shels compared with 2,011,000 bushecls on the same date last yeer.

Growing conditions during the 1939 season were somewhat varinble., The sver-
age yield for the 18 surplus Stntes, as a group, was below thnt of 1938 but above
the 10-year (1928-37) average. In the "other lnte! group of States, yields wecre
better than nvernge, and obove those of the 1938 season. Yields were lower than
in 1938 in all of the intermediate States, and below average in all of these States
except Kentucky and Missouri,

In Maine, yields were below average, and the proportion of small sized tubers
was relatively large. In spite of dry weather early in the season, vields were
better than average in New York and Pennsylvania. Dry weather in southern Michigan
and blight infestations on the upper peninsula reduced the crop in that State. In
Nebraska, crops made excellent yields in irrignted arens, but dry-land crops were
light. Some diseasc damage was reported in Colorado, but there was comp-ratively
little loss from insect damnge comparcd with last season. -

After deducting from the total 1939 production in the 37 States, the quan-
tities of sound and cull potatocs fed to livestoek to Janunry 1, loss from shrink-
age, waste and decay to that date (including pot~toes unfit for human consumption
or seed still on hand), soved for houschold use on farms where grovn, and saved for
planting on farms wherc grown, the balance of the 1939 crop totaled 222,478,000
bushels. 'This total is the sum of sales in these States to January 1, 1940, and of
merchantable potatoes on hand nnd available for sale nfter that date. It is slightly
less than the estimated sales of 224,326,000 bushels from the 1938 Crop.

The analyeis of the 1939 crop in the 37 States indicates that potetoes fed

to livestock, unfit for food or secd, and lost through shrinknge and waste to
‘ January 1, totalcd 22,691,000 bushels compared with 28,346,000 bushels accountcd

for in this manaer during the full morketing season for the 1938 crop. . During the
current marketing season, shrinkage, waste, and fed to livestock havc been fairly
heavy in Michigan, Wisconsin, Mimaesota, Idaho, Colorado, Washington, Oregon, and
California. 3But for the 37 States as a group, smaller quantities were fed to live-
stock to January 1, 1940, than to January 1, 1939, and shrinkage and waste appears
to have been somewhat less,
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Fewer potatoes were saved for food in the farm household this vear than last,

t@e estimate for this item totaling 50,510,000 bushels from the 1939 crop compared
with 53,524,900 bushels from the 1938 crop. The quantity saved for seed cn farms
where grown is slightly less than last year and is estimated at 29,929,000 bushels
for this season compared with 30,513,000 bushels last season. Growers report that
of the total seed for plarting this spring, 65.2 percent will be home-grown seed.
In 1939, growers indicated that 68,0 percent of the total seed to be planted would
be home grown, and in 1938, the indication was 70.2 percent.

. Sales to January 1 in the 37 late and intermediate States are estimated to
have been 119,160,000 bushels from the 1939 crop compared with 120,776,000 bushels
from the 1938 crop. Rail shipments to January 1, 1940, totaled 50,202,000 bushels
compared with 54,303,000 bushels to the corresponding date in 1939. Reports from

growers indicate that shipments by truck have increased this season over a year ago.

On.the basis of estimated sales and recorded rail shipments to January 1, truck
shlpmenPs to January 1, 1940, accounted for 58 percent of sales to that date com-
pared with 55 percent a year earlier, :
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POTATO®S (IRISH): PRODUCTION, SALES, AND MERCHANTABLE STOCKS ON HAND
JANUARY 1 IN THE 37 LATE AND INTERMEDIATE STATES, CROPS OF 1929 - 1939

: : Sold :
Crop of: ¢ Production . (Season total) : January 1 Stocks

;37 States 37 States :

. 1,000 1,000 : :

!  bushels : bushels : Date ¢ 1,000 bushels
1929 : 304,194 203,738 tJan., 1, 1930 82,957
1930 H 309,191 @ 207,695 ¢+Jan, 1, 1931 ¢ 88,388
1931 H 344,723 ¢ 223,679 tJan. 1, 1932 108,164
1932 v . 348,148 ¢ 220, 540 tJan, 1, 1933 109,314
1933 : 313,749 ¢ 210,617 ¢Jan, 1, 1934 ¢ 98,404
1924 : 369,454 ¢ 234,700 tJan, 1, 19235 ¢ 123,739
1935 : 352,581 ¢ 226,535 tJan, 1, 1936 ¢ 106,127
1936 : 305,888 213,561 tJan. 1, 1937 : 85,418
1937 : 357,158 245,408 tJan. 1, 1938 : 113,155
1938 : 336,709 224,326 ¢Jan, 1, 1939 103,550
1939 H 325,608 ¢ % 222,478 tJan., 1, 1940 ¢ 103,318

# S0ld and available for sale.
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POTATOES (IRISH): MERCHANTABLE STOCKS ON HAND JANUARY 1 IN THE 37 LATE AND INTEZRMEDIATE STATES,
CROPS OF 1929 - 1935 1/

‘. Jan. 1, © Jam. 1, . Jem. 1, . Jan. 1, ; Jam. 1, ; Jan. 1,
Poe%0 Tt Trem T i 1e32 ) lesz [ 193¢ [ 1935
GROUP and STATE === —— - T T T~ At S
e P Crop of ; Crop of , Crop of , Crop of ; Crop of , Crop of
. 1929 , 190 ., ez ., 1932 , 1933 , 193¢
_ Thousand bushels
SURPLUS LATE POTATO STATES: .
MAine vuveveeevsnsnsssaees 23,492 20,553 27,618 22,152 22,494 31,65
New York oovvueevenvnenens 7,035 7,372 8,628 11,021 8,980 14,649
Pennsylvania .......... cer 6,307 5,514 8,715 6,181 - 6,266 12,460
Michigan seeveeevesacessss 5,227 3,779 8,933 12,259 8,671 14,848
Wisconsin eeeseo... ceeiaae 5,818 5,090 7,640 7,226 4,983 11,535
Minnesoba seesesesesssenss 6,603 6,041 10,110 10,111 6,050 - 4,749
North Dakota seees.. veenes 1,445 1,093 2,026 3,247 2,571 1,576
South Dakota eeuvseeenesns . 483 292 82 704 - 210 80
Nebraska vueveeeesevenass . 1,751 2,803 2,908 2,425 3,648 1,625
Montana ...... Cerereeraans 414 445 450 753 877 - - 590
1daho «eerevnns. ceeenneens 6,289 12,915 11,033 10,189 11,478 9,027
Wyoming ve.e.e.. e . 376 1,005 1,016 728 1,264 295
COLOTAA0 +errevrnsoanrasne 4,758 6,877 3,085 4,934 5,500 1,350
Utah wevevenones Cereeeeas . 406 451 496 716 563 192
Nevada +..... ceveas ceeeees 211 320 131 202 182 177
Washington ..... eeereenas 2,857 3,754 3,073 3,444 3,849 3,284
OTEEON ¢vvaereevoseennnens 1,329 2,674 3,196 2,882 3,510 3,229
California e.veeeeveneenns 1,601 1,390 1,448 1,114 1,347 1,948
TOTAL 18 78,390 82,288 100,556  10C,268 92,049 113,271
OTHER LATE POTATO STATES:
New Hampshire e.evecevecea. 382 555 555 491 590 647
Vermont sveeeveeeeeeannss . 507 778 775 633 526 1,059
Massachusetts co.vviann. . 164 389 324 432 539 628
Rhode Is1and seeevoees.ens 38 78 70 96 120 172
Comnecticut vovvuuennn e 185 526 585 658 861 878
West Virginia v.eeeeeeo... 530 42 247 335 218 252
Ohio 4evrrennnann. e 1,437 1,232 2,033 2,413 1,310 3,204
INAdiBna vevuesneenrnennnne 559 520 716 1,007 525 1,370
T11i0018 wevrvrenennanns .. 269 139 295 352 45 165
TOWE ovureerennncaeannns . 516 124 73 657 348 47
New Mexico ..... Ceiveeneas 28 33 38 102 128 35
Arizona ....eeon.. Ceeneane 20 45 49 87 48 21
TOTAL 12 4,635 4,461 5,780 7,383 5,158 8,902
30 LATE STATES 81,025 86,729 108,318 107,651 97,207 122,173
INTERMEDIATE POTATO STATES: :
New Jersey eeeeeeeessnsves 398 653 608 443 543 600
DelaWare aeevevseecessens . 36 13 66 84 59 116
Maryland v..eeesesenses. . 228 146 270 185 162 288
Virginia ceves.... e 380 123 216 77 87 217
Kentucky «eeevevensns N 39 134 240 275 - 126 238
MiSSOUTL Wevvunnnnvannnnen 232 324 271 344 114 58
KaNSaS wuvevevevensenennns . 251 256 175 255 121 49
TOTAL 7 1,932 1,659 1,845 1,883 1,197 1,568
37 LATE Ay INTER- T T TTTT T ToTTm T e e e
MEDIATE STATES 62,957 38,388 108,184 109,314 98,404 123,739

1/ Merchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers and buyers. Includes potatces for
sale to starch factories after January 1.
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POTATOES (IRISH): MERCHANTABLE STOCKS ON EATD JAWUARY 1 IN THE 37 LATS AND INTZRMEDIATE STATES,

CROPS

e e e e e e e e et v e e e e e e e e — = S M e e e S L e e

Maine I T T
New YOTK sveveeeesccroncannne
Pennsylvenia cesvecececcecens
Michigan evecivernseasnannnes
WisconsSin veeseceas
Minnesota veveveerveenn. P
NOI"bh Da..kota eesssceveansescvan
South Dakota eeseneeeencennne
Nebraska ecesececesncsoncesons
Monbana seeeeeesercacens
Td2hO eeveeenncacenoncsaconna
Wyoming eveevecasences
Colorado veseesecescssscssane
Utah eceseoonns
Nevada eecevecescenacass
Washington. esecess.s Crecesens
OTERON seeaoscsssoncsacosnsns
California eseescereacssccenss

veossov e

se e

cv e o0

sesscvrsesodece

LAC R

OF 1935 = 1940
Y Jan. 1,
. 192 .
: Crop of §
: 1936 :

e e — e —— — — —

e e et e - —— = — —— ot — et e o e

Thousand bushels

26,535
8,598
7,002

11,498
5,502
7,603
3,897

182
2,500
301
14,408
7651
5,800
598
192
3,553
3,432

7LT79
11 6,020°
"11,851

5,241
G,908
¢ 3,958 ¢
Tolea

24273
400
"12,787
' 398
4,055

- 706
178

12,816

3,518

3,583

e et e e e o — o — — et . —— - ——— = e e i e e e e e e e

95,669

New Hampshire eevececescvcons
Vermont o..oveevaee reerceasrene
Massachusetts coeveenvnas
Rrode Island eeeceeess
Connecticut seveeevennesssens
West Virginia eoeeecseccosses

vess ®

Ohio es b8 0scscence esseecescece
Indiana. ----- seceecesocsssavet
T11iN01iS seesasssscssccssassn
IO'Wa eessesesserssesesesavreoal
New MexiCo evieceacscsns ceeee
ATIZONE sesevevronns seceeeass

e e e et et e e et e — e —— — — —— — e . —w e —m

evs s e
.

e e e e e ——— o — — A e — e oo e e s

New Jersey ecveeeeee eneecnes
Deloware eesecascorencass ieee
Maryland eeeceensesocss cererea
Virginia eceececss cedeveesenen
Kentucky seseeeccecseenares .e
MiSSOUTL aesesvccvccasssnience
Koansas eceveosceoscancscansns

37 LATE AMD
INTERMEDIATE STATES

1/ llerchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers and tuyers. Includes potatoes for
sale to starch factcries after Jamary l.
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POTATOES (IRISH):

New York cevevess
Pennsylvania ...,
Michigan eceve-.s
Wisconsin ...
Minnesota eceee..
North Dakota ee..
South Dakota «...
Nebraska c.ovevese
Montana «voev..
Idaho sevesenenns
Wyoming eeeveo...
Colorado eeeeeene
Utaheo'eronns
Nevada ecieseoens
Washington cee...
Oregon «.vv...
California ...

esoe

PRODUCTION AND FARM DISPOSITION IN THE 37 LATE AND INTERMEDIATE

40,414
26,840
22,002
30,000
19,080
20,700
12,070
1,624
6,240
1,620
28,750
1,200
11,830
2,244
336
7,588
7,740

‘"B -

1938 CROP

OTHER LATE STATZS:
New Hampshire ...
Vernont ..... ceve
Massachusetts ...
Bhode Island ...
Connecticut .....
West Virginia ...
Ohio ‘

-----

Indiana e.ven.. .o
I1linois eveu.n. .
IOWa eevenenenns .

New Mexico v.ee.e
Arizona e.....

INTERMEDIATE STATES:
New Jersey ... .+
Delaware veeevnse
Ma:cyla:nd bevecvece
Virginia sev.....

- Kentucky +.......
Missouri ....
Kansas ¢.....

37 LATE AND
INTERMEDTATE STATES

2,041

" Fed to Tive- : - ¢ Used for
tstock, snrink-: Used in ! seed on
tage, and loss ¢ farm  :farms where
safter haryest i household : grown 3  ®S7PTW 3 O
Thousand bushels
3,105 1,109 2,808
2,684 4,070 2,802
2,200 4,340 2,369
2,700 4,392 3,157
3,244 3,750 2,198
1,242 4,620 3,328
724 1,230 2,199
1 594 343
250 1,340 581
130 538 250
3,738 554 1,851
144 118 227
1,183 358 1,473
157 227 94
24 27 29
605 728 488
€19 608 649
1,383 180 1,269
24,216 28,733 256,115
104 384 57
151 601 177
143 454 68
37 6& 12
185 403 3l
190 1,500 296
631 4,216 1,055
296 2,314 436
223 2,332 302
341 3,800 376
16 38 33
14 12 22
2,331 15,916 2,865
26,547 44,709 28,980
316 400 421
18 136 18
120 802 218
417 1,767 338
417 2,080 24
350 3,080 113
151 750 55
1,799 8,815 1,533
28,346 53,024 30,513

l/ Includes potatoes sold to starch factories,

(Over)

Balance of crop (Sold)
— T T T T T T Percent
Quantity g of crop
1/ 33,392 83
17,284 - 64
13,093 80
19,751 85
3,888 52
11,510 58
7,917 66
606 37
4,089 65
-702 43
22,597 79
‘711 59
8,818 75
1,766 79
256 ° 76
5,747 76
5,864 76
16,965 86
180,934 69.6
751 58
955 51
1,376 67
513 82
1,891 73
734 27
6,724 53
1,894 38
867 23
1,367 24
438 83
227 83
17,537 45,4
198,471 66.4
9,393 89
196 53
2,050 89
77,8767 76
1,798 39
2,289 39
2,253 70
25,855 68.0
224,326 68.6
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POTATOES (IRISH): PRODUCTION AND FARM TDISPOSITION IN THE 37 LATE AND INTERMEDIATE STATES
5 . o :

1533 CRCP
: FARM DISTOSITION (Preliminary)

saved for Balance of croo

. » . .
. . *

istock, shrinke : gaved for : seed on :_ (Sold or for sals)

. . - : o —_ ———— o —

tage, and loss . juce in farm ¢ farms vwhere & ..+ Percent

iafter nervest =4 houschold :  grown ¢ Quantity , of crop

Thous=and bushels

SUEPLUS LATZ STATES: —
Maine ...0L0.0L 0L, 38,250 2,055 1,033 2,593 2/ 32,553 85
New York wuwovnvons 25,797 17746 3.E54 a0ea 2 19,025 7
Pemnsylvania ...... 22,440 1,122 4,270 2,750 14,728 33
Michigan vevevensa,s 24,250 2,425 4,026 2,182 " 14,817 50
Wisconsin vove..... 17,336 1,734 3,800 2,310 9,692 56
Mirmesota «uu.es... 20,315 1,625 3,920 3,271 11,499 57
Nortn Dakobta a..... 11,880 712 1,485 2,457 T 7,025 61
South Takoba v..... 2,400 120 632 387 1,261 53
Nebraska eevesseess 7,695 308 1,534 595 5,328 58
Montona veeeseesees 1,530 ‘ 9 492 204 742 48
T1d8NO seereevnenene 29,670 3,530 594 1,741 C 33,775 80
Wyoming eeeesevaves 1,600 96 132 211 1,161 73
C0lorado sessesvens 14,400 1,205 Al 1,408 ©11,327 79
Ubah 4eevveosnennns 2,015 121 232 152 1,511 75
Nevada oeevoseesene 280 20 20 22 208 74
Washington ee.e.... 7,350 588 714 448 5,802 76
OTEEON svnereonnnne 7,200 548 595 62 5,334 74
California ........ 22,544 2,038 204 825 19,573 86
18 LATE SURPLUS 258,053 19,912 27,455 25,515 185,061 71.7
OTHER LATE STATES:
New Hampshire e.... 1,395 £5 378 50 oo 65
Vermont eevecesceos 1,950 78 587 121 1,154 60
Massachusetts we... 2,575 105 498 81 1,951 74
Bhode Island see..e 779 31 78 13 857 84
Connechbictt svees.s 3,238 ay 414 47 2,680 83
West Virginia ee... 3,020 182 1,50 385 73 32
Ohio wevnvncees 12,500 5¢ 3,864 1,216 7,015 56
INdiond eeeeeeennns 4,550 182 2,150 284 1,844 40
T11i001S eeveveernn 3,441 206 2,080 205 950 28
TOWA oeennvnnennnes 5,600 204 3,038 388 1,940 35
Hew Mexico weeeeees 480 14 38 40 388 81
ATIZONA evrrevenens 220 11 12 19 178 3
12 OTHZR LATE 29,938 1,690 14,687 2,929 20,652 51.7
3C LATE STATZS 297,991 21,602 42,132 28,544 205,713 £9.0
INTZPMEDIATE STATES:
New Jersey secr e 7,480 150 330 220 o 6,680 89
Delaware eveeessces 320 19 130 23 © 148 46
Maryland eeeeeove.e 2,375 95 559 209 1,512 64
Virginia seeeecons . 6,785 271 1,395 237 4,833 71
Kenbucky soveeue.ns 3,864 193 2,144 317 1,21 31
MiSSOUTL seeeeersns 4,364 223 3,036 189 - 1,208 26
KODEAS evevnvennne 2,128 1283 784 c 1,176 55
7 INTERVMEDIATE 27,617 1,089 8,378 1,365 18,765 60,7
37 LATE AND
INTERMEDIATE STATES 325,608 22,691 50,510 29,92 52,478 6843

. e ca e e e v v — —— —— e o — e e e e e et e e e e e e — e et et v~ o ;e ey s e —ha i - - — ——

_]J Fed to livestock and loss to January 1, 1940, Includes shrinkage, waste, and decay to that
date and quantities unfit for food or seed still on hand.

_._2/ Includes potatoes sold to starch factories.
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