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MARCH 1 MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS
WITH COMPARISONS o

Stocks of mcrchantable potatoes held by grow»rS*und local dealcrs in or
ncar areas of productlon on March 1, 1946 are placed at 60,110,000 bushels.
These stocks 1re 17 percent greater than the 51,490,000 bushels held Morch 1, 1945
but 20 percent below March 1, 1944 stocks of 74,980,000 bushels. Thése stocks
consist of potatocs that will be marketed for food, sced and processing from
March 1 to the cnd of the scason, However, potatoos held on farms for home con-
sunption and for pl-nting.on producers' own farms, together with an allowance for
expected shrinkage and waste after March 1, are excluded frorn thesc estinates.

Sixty-four percent of the March 1, 1946 stocks were in th& four States of
Maine, North Dakot-~, Minnecsota and Idaho. In Maine, stocks nre below those of
each of the p~st two years and indications point to a rather close utilization
of the crop. However, stocks in the Red River Valley States of North Dakota
and Minncsotn are 80 percent greater then those of March 1, 1945 and 13 per-
cent larger than the quantity held March 1, 1944. In these Stutes, shortage of
cars and Heavy snows retarded nmarketings in January and February. With ab-
normall’ large stocks rcmaining in these States, growers fcar deterioration
after Ma;ch 1 will be much heavier thmn usuzl.. In Idaha, March 1, 1946 stpcks
are.greafer than holdings on the corresponding date of 1945 and 1944.

In the 37 latc ond intermcdiate States, marketings from the -beginning of
the scason to March 1 arc cstinated at 213,254,000 bushecls, compared with
192,038,000 bushels to March 1, 1945 and narketings of 212,536,000 bushels prior
to March 1, -1944. Rail and boat shipnents from the beginning of the scason
to March 1, 1946 account for 126,731,000 bushecls), or 59 percent of total market-
ings to that datc. In 1945 the movement by rail and boat to March 1 was also
59 pereent of the total, or 113,364,000 bushels. Shipments by rail and boat

anounted to 122,746,000 bushels prior to March 1, 1944, or 58 percent of total
marketings. .

During January and Fobruaty 1916, marketings in the 37 late and intcr-
ncdiate Statcs ‘arc ostinated at 58,940,000 bushcls - a quantity 13 percent greate
than the 52,390,000 bushels markcted during tho first two nonths -of 1945, but
nearly as nuch as the 59,040,00Q bushels marketed in January ~nd February of 1944
Shipments by rail and boat in January and Fobruary of this ycar accounted for
37,525,000 bushcls, or 64 percent of total narket ings during these two nonths.
The 31,270,000 bushels moving by rail and boot in January and February of 19415
were 60 percent of narketings, while rail and boat shipments in the .corr¢spond-
ing months of 1911 were 36,440,909 bushels, or 62 percept, of total narketings.
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