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MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS AS OF
MARCH 1, 1945 WiTH COMPAR]SONS

LI

Stocks of merchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers
in the 37 late and intermediate States were 26 percent below the
record March 1, 1944 stocks but 19 percent greater than the March 1,
1943 stockse Estimates of the Department of Agriculture show holde
ings of 55,350,000 bushels on March 1 this year, compared with e
74,980,000 bushels on March 1, 1944 and 46,350,000 bushels on March 1,
1943,

Ninety-six percent of the March 1, 1945 stocks were in the 18
surplus late States with growers and local dealers in Maine holding
36 percent of these stocks, Maine stocks of* 20,050,000 bushels of
potatoes were almost equal to the record holdings of 20,400,000
bushels held by growers and local dealers on March 1, 1944,

Potatoes available for marketing for foody seed and processing
on and after March 1 are included in these estimates, However, .
potatoes held on farms for home consumption and for planting on pro~
ducers! own farms, together with an allowance for the usual shrinkage.
and waste from March 1 to the end of the marketing season, are ex~

cluded from these estimates,

Marketings from the beginning of the season to March 1 in the
37 late and intermediate States are estimated a# 185,851,000 bushels
compared with marketings of 212,536,000 bushels to March 1, 1944 and
176,526,000 bushels to March 1, 1943, Potato shipments were delayed
in January and February by a shortage of cars and bad weather in
eastern and central States, Marketings of 49,310,000 bushels in Jan— -
uary and February of this year were 16 percent below the 59,040,000
bushels markcted in these two months last year and S percent below the
54,430,000 bushels marketed in January and February 1943,

Shipments by rail and boat in January and February of this year
amounted to 30,149,000 bushels or 61 percent of total disappearance
in these months, Recorded rail and boat shipments of 36,440,000
bushels in January and February 1944 accounted for 62 percent of dise—
appearance, 4 total of 31,496,000 bushels or 58 percent of disappear—
ance in January and February 1943 moved by rail and boat,
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