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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT.OF - AGRICULTURE ’ January 21, 1947

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
WASHINGTON, D, "C. : ) MERCEAWTABLE POTATO STOCKS

AS OF JANUARY 1, 1947
WITE COMPARISONS

JANUARY 1, 1947 MERCHANTABLE POTATO
STOCKS LARGEST OF RECORD

Stocks of merchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers in or near areas of pro-
duction on January 1, 1947 are estimated at 150,230,000 bushels by the Bureau of Agricultural
Economicses This quantity exceeds by 12 percent the stocks of 134,020,000-bushels held ~
Janua.ry 1, 1944, It is 25 percent larger than the 120,280,000 bushels held January 1, 1946
and 42 percent above the 1936~-45 January 1 average of 106,155,000 bushelss

In the 18 "surplus late" States, merchantable stocks held January 1, 1947 are estimated

at 142,530,000 bushels, This quantity exceeds the 114,020,000 bushels in these States

on Janua:z’y 1, 1946 by 28,510,000 bushels., Almost two-thirds of these increased holdings

are in Maine, Stocks in the 12 "other late® States are 6,740,000 bushels, compared with
5,480,000 bushels held January 1, 1946 and the 1936-45 January 1 average of 6,036,000
bushels. In the 7 intermediate States, January 1 stocks are 960,000 bushels, 23 percent more
than the 780,000 bushels held January 1, 19464

In the 37 late and intermediate States, a record-high crop of 394,229,000 bushels was pro-
duced in 1946, Of this quantity 313,744,000 bushels, 79.6 perceat of production, are
estimated as sold or held for sale. Sales from the 1945 crop amounted to 273,818,000
bushels, 76.9 percent of productions The estimabtes of quantities sold relate to farm dispos
sition of the crop and therefore include all potatoes purchased by the Government under
price support programs. Factors contributing to the high percentapge ol sales from the
1946 production are Government purchases, an expected reduction in the 1947 potato acreage,
and a decline in the number of farms growing potatoes in 1946, which reduces the totval
quentity of potatoes consumed on farms where grown. :

3
Based on January 1 indications, a total of 26,699,000 bushels, 6.8 percent of production will
be fed to livestock or lost through shrinkage and waste after harvest in the 37 late and
intermediate Statess From the 1945 crop, a total of 25,983,000 bushels or 7+3 percent of
production were disposed of in this manner, The estimate of potatoes from the 1946
crop used and saved for food on farms where grown is 37,583,000 bushels, compared with
38,417,000 bushels from the 1945 crops, An estimated 16,273,000 buskels of potatoes are
being held for planting on farms where grown, compared with 17,635,000 bushels of home=
grown seed used from the 1945 crop.

In these 37 States, growers disposed of 163,514,000 bushels of the 1946 crop prior to
January 1 with 90,123,000 bushels, 55 percent of total marketings noving by rail and boat.
From the 1945 crop, marketings prior to January 1 were 153,538,000 bushels and 90,334,000
bushels, 59 percent of total marketings, moved by rail and boat. :

1947 Acreage Growers reported 1947 planting intentions with their January 1 stocks.
ntentions? These intentions must be considered as very preliminary since most growers
are undecided about the acreage they will plant this year. wever, on the
basis of the relationship between growers' January 1 reported intentions and acreages
actually planted in past years, plantings of 1,903,000 acres of potatoes are indicated in
the 37 late and intermediate States for 1947, This is 10 percent less than the 2,112,000
acres planted in these States in 1946, Reduced plantings-are indicated for the 18 "surplus
late" States, the 12 "other late" States and the 7 intermediate Statcs with the indicat-d

. reductions amounting to 10, 7 and 11 percent respectively.
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PpTATQES (IRISH): MSRCHANTABLE STOCKS IN HANDS OF GROWERS AND LOCAL DEALERS

ON JANUARY 1 IN 37 LATE AND INTERMEDIATE STATES X/ <" ~-
T ¢ " 10~-year average T January ls,0,. ¢ . . damwary 1, "
vooooiTo i Jan, 1, 198648 B s _ 1906 Y1 il e ' ___
GROUP AND STATE : Crops of : Crop of : Crop of
—_—————— e — 3 193544 3 1946  _ _ __s___ 1946 __
SURPLUS LATE STATES: - . .- -Thousand bushels
Maine 26,697 - T 31,720 49,470
New York 8,193 5,870 13,400
Pennsylvania, 6,290 4,800 7,570
- M:.‘Lchigan 8,082 , 5,540 7,940 -
= Wisconsin : 4,171 2,700 2,680 -
Minnesota o 6,492 8,300 : 7,440
North Dakota ., 5,573 10, 330 © *8,900
South Dakota _ 390 . 850 : © 810
Nebraska ‘3,521 5,200 5,000
Montana, . 552 650 910
Idsho 12,809 | 20,620 ’ 18,450
Wyoming . 885 1,260 - - - 1,380
Celorado . 5,863 : . 6,430 : 7, 350
Utah | . ' ’ 763 1,220 © - 1,010
¥eovada , . 208 450 410
Washington ) 2,653 ’ 1,480 . 2;0320
Oregon 3,150 ’ ) 4,200 -~ 5,000
_ California (Late) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,660 _ _ . _ 2,400 2,800 _ _ _ __
_ _1_8_SERE_LES_I§TE _____ 98,949 . 114,020 . _132 2,530
_ OTHER TATE STATES: . ‘
" New Hampshire 398 . 380 . 470
Vermont 547 - 370 - 420
Massachusetts 469 470 . 630
Rhode Island © 192 . 290 470
Connecticut 904 1,630 2,190
West Virginia 237 170 180.
Ohio 1,662 1,100 1,400
Indiana ’ 882 - ' - 700 580
Illinois 194 80 ) 70
Lowa, ' 442 ‘ 200 : 280
Nevw Mexico 54 g 40 30
_Arizopa  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____% _ __ _ _______5% _________50 - ___
12 OTHER LATE 6,036 5L4§0__ . 6 L'?EO ______
30 LATE STATES 104,985 119, 500 149, 270
INTERMEDIATE STATES:
, New Jersey 373 250 . 300
Delaware 53 : 40 ‘ 40
Maryland N ’ 175 140 . 150
Virginia 123 : 140 160
Kentucky 186 120 190
i ssouri 166 50 ) 0
_Kamsas _ _ __ _ _ __ _ ____9% _ _ _ ________* _______ G+ S
7 INTERMEDIATE - 1,170 ] 780 __ %0, ___
37 LATE AND , . o
INTFRIEDIATE STATES 106,155 - . 120,280 150, 230 3

pmefieomengieme o g oo e i G iene i g o= fves e gihaes S e S e e

1/ Merchantable stocks consist of potatoes held by growers, local dealers and buyers-on farm
or near areas of production for sale or delivery after December 3l. They include potdtoes
held for sale or delivery to starch factories and other processors, ' ’

_2_/ Note that the 10-year average figures ("group" and "all States") are the averages of the
yearly totals, not the sum of group or State averages.
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POTATOES (IRISH): PFODUCTION AND FARV DISPOSITION IN THE 37 LATE AND INTERMEDIATE STATES
CROP OF 1945

S S e e ot " — o — ot ot e e o ot p ot o o ot m et m— s o e e o . n v e ot o et

: : FARM DISPOSITION
v ‘ GROUP AND STATE ~ : PRODUCTION :"¥ed to Tive=: ;- '~ ~¢ Used Tor ¢~ Balence of crop
ti% : 1/ istock, shrink-$ , “2°0  : seed on i _ _ (Sold) _ S—
‘ s tage, and loss? sfarms vhere: sg s Percen
,f N S tafter harvests DORSeROldy *rio Quantity B/ 4 M oron
¢ SURPLUS LATE STATES: Thousand bushels
Maine 54,549 1,636 660 2,234 50,0189 92
New York 30,440 1,065 2,542 1,300 25,533 84
Pennsylvania 16,577. 1,078 2,720 1,053 11,726 71
Mi chigan 18,040 1,984 2,790 1,969 11,297 83
Wisconsin 13,160 1,459 3,600 <66 6,135 50
Minnesota, 19,140 2,297 3,000 1,287 12,556 66
North Dekota, 23,460 2,698 1,488 1,459 17,815 76
South Dakota 2,945 368 725 302 1,550 53
Nebrasks, 11,730 928 1,200 54 9,235 79
Montana 1,650 165 240 142 1,102 87
Idaho 45,000 4,500 420 1,890 38,190 85
Wyoming 2,362 236 46 139 1,941 82
Colorado 17,745 1,509 220 1,401 14,615 82
Utah 3,240 275 119 106 2,740 P5
Nevada 760 69 24 41 626 82
Washington 9,120 729 400 i) 7,769 85
Oregon 12,324 1,233 230 612 10,249 83
_ Californie (Late) _ 13,340 _ __ _600 _ ____ 60 _ 288 __ _ 12,392 93
__ 18 SUFPLUS LATE 294,582 22,839 20,484 15,756 235,433 72,9
OTHER IATE §TATES: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~—~ T T T T T T T T T oo oo oo T
New Hampshire 1,020 51 255 6 68 67
Vernont 1,225 80 462 74 809 50
Massachusetts 2,899 101 416 4 2,335 81
Rhode Island 1,332 40 42 12 1,238 93
Connecticut 3,482 209 275 28 2,970 85
West Virginia 2,900 247 1,800 251 552 21
Ohio 2,021 457 2,125 217 4,122 59
Indiana 3,645 255 1,360 184 1,848 51
Illinois 1,805 125 1,235 65 370 20
Iowa, 2,750 248 1,804 168 520 19
Ne?v Mexico 338 26 24 16 272 80
_Arizona _ _ _ __ 1,580 _ _ _ _ _ 53_ _ & _____ N____ 1,449 95 _
12 OTHER LATE 29,947 1,902 9,806 1,10 17,051 56,9
30 LATE STATES 324,529 24,741 30, 290 16,954 252,544 77.8
ERVMEDIATE STATES: T T T T T T T T T T T oo e
New Jersey 12,567 377 172 150 11,8568 24
Delaware 315 25 101 2 169 B4
Maryland 1,915 115 550 az 1,118 60
Virginia 8,772 263 2,200 175 5,134 70
Kentucky . 3,762 301 2,590 173 "693 18
Missouri 2,600 91 1,850 %0 619 24
—Kemsas _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 1,394 _ _ _ _ 0 _ 644 _ 37w 643 43
@ o L LD 8121 882 __ 2Lam 679
INTEREDIATE STATES 355,854 25,983 38,417 17,633 273,818 76,9

—— et o - e e o — e e —— e Y e e —
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crop is shown,

2/ Consists of potatoes sold for food, seed i : hoses
under suppcrg prograns, » Seed, processing, and all purchases by the Gowernuent
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POTATOES (IRISH): PRODUCTION AND FARM DISPOSITION IN THE 37 TATE AND INTERMEDIATE STATES
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GROUP AND STATE

3
. _]J tstock, shrink-: saved for ¢ seed on  i_ ;ﬁ_Sgl_c}. and for se,le)_
tage, and loss Hfoad in farmifarms where gy 4oy ¢ Percen
S TS _ _afbor hervest ! household i grown . i WMW i o or
SURPLUS TATE STATES: Thousand bushels -
Maine 77,745 3,110 680 2,182 ~71,773 92
Yew York 42,570 1,918 2,376 1,015 37,263 88
Pennsylvania 20,066 1,204 2,550 830 15,482 77
Michigan 18, 327 1,649 2,480 1,914 12,284 67
Wisconsin 11,865 1,127 3,520 986 6,232 53
Minnesota 16,610 1,495 2,976 1,196 10,943 66
North Dakota 17,760 1,154 1,37 1,449 13,781 78
South Dakota 2,842 284 700 254° 1,604 . 56
Nebraska : 11,725 938 1,150 405 9,232 79
Montana, 2,080 138 300 154 1,428 69
Ldsho 41,160 4,733 432 1,650 34,245 83
Wyoming 2,498 175 46 111 2,166 87
Colorado 19,780 2,572 228 1,263 15,717 79
Utah 2,775 264 135 108 2, 268 82
* Nevada 672 68 2 36 547 8l
Washington 10,120 759 375 155 8,831 87
Oregon 13,000 1,235 250 520 10,995 85
_ California(Late) _ 13,800 _ _ _ _ 828  _ _ _ _ _ . S 0 _ __. 12,678 _ __ 92 _
18 SURPLUS LATE 325,395 23,709 19,639 14,478 267,569 82.2
OTHER TATE STATES:
New Hampshire 1,159 83 272 22 807 70
Vermont 1,392 112 442 68 770 55
Massachusetts 3,498 140 465 33 2,860 82
Fhode Island 1,742 104 46 12 1,580 91
Connecticut 4,209 189 294 24 3,702 88
West Virginia - 2,970 237 1,850 210 873 23
Ohio 7,560 454 2,106 ZrL 4,689 62
Indiana 3,120 125 1,080 212 1,703 55
I1linois 1,764 115 1,260 73 216 18
Towa 2,880 172 1,840 172 696 24
New Mexico 340 30 - 20 16 274 8l
_Amisona __ _ __ __ 1,88 _ ____ W0 __ . _6_____15 ____ 1,705 _ _ _ 93,
12 OTHER LATE 32,470 1,846 T 9,68l 1,168 _ _ 19,775 _ _ _ 50.9
30 LATE STATES 357,865 25,555 29,320 15,646 287, 344 80,3
INTERMEDIATE STATES: - .
Wew Jersey 14,076 212 150 144 13,570 %
Delaware 354 25 86 17 226 - 64
Maryland 2,244 112 551 58 1,523 68
Virginia 10,0676 220 2,226 180 7,950 74
Kentucky 3,996 280 2,520 168 1,028 26
" Missouri 3,456 121 2,170 29 1,136 33.
_Kemsas_ _ _ _ __ __183% ____ _ 74 ___ _860__ _ __3_.__ ___ 967 __ _59 _.
7 INTERMEDIATE 36,434 1,144 8,263 627 26,400 _ 72,5
iz 7. .12
INTERMEDIATE STATES 394, 299 26,699 37,583 16,273 313,744 _ 19_._6

l/ Production is for the total crop grown in each State except California where only the late

‘crop is shown.
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CROP OF 1946
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: INDICATED FARM DISFOSITION
PRODUCTION: Fed to live- & Used and ¢ Saved for

~ Balance of crop

3/ Consists of potatoes sold and to be sold for food, seed, processing, and all purchases by
the Government under price support programs.
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