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LAMB CROP DOWN 7 PERCENT

The 1978 United States lamb crop was estimated at 8.02 million head, a 7 per-
cent decline from 1977 and 10 percent smaller than 1976.

On January 1, 1978 the inventory of breeding ewes 1 year old and older totaled
8.54 million head, 4 percent less than a year earlier. Ewe lambs under 1 year on
January 1, 1978 totaled 1.49 million head, up 6 percent from a year ago.

The 1978 lambing rate (lambs born in the Native States, and Tambs docked or
branded in Western States) per 100 ewes 1 year old and older on hand January 1 was
94 compared with 97 in 1977. This year's lambing rate was the lowest since 1969
due to the effects of prolonged cold weather. In Texas, poor winter grazing condi-
tions and unfavorable conception rates reduced the lamb crop.

WOOL PRODUCTION DROPS 6 PERCENT

Wool shorn and to be shorn in the United States during 1978 is estimated at
100 million pounds, grease basis, 6 percent less than in 1977 and 9 percent below
1976. The number of sheep and lambs shorn and to be shorn is estimated at 12.6
million head, a 5 percent decline from last year. The average fleece weight for
1978 is 7.99 pounds compared with 8.11 pounds in 1977.

The January 1, 1978 inventory estimate for Nebraska included sheep being
wintered from Wyoming, Utah and Colorado. These sheep were returned to their home
State where they were sheared and lambed.

LAMB CROP AND WOOL PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES, 1976-78

:BREEDING: LAMB CROP :

: EWES : PER 100 : NUMBER WOOL

: 1 YEAR : EWES : LAMB : SHEEP : : : :
YEAR . oLD AND:1 YEAR OLD ; CROP . SHORN . WEIGHT . ppg . WEIGHT . ppq.

. OLDER, :AND OLDER, : X/ . 2/ . PER  .pyction: PER  .pucTION

cJAN YL ¢ JAN1 1/ : : FLEECE : : FLEECE :

© 1,000 1,000 1,000

. HEAD NUMBER 1,000 HEAD POUNDS  POUNDS KILOGRAMS KILOGRAMS
1976 : 9,314 95 8,888 13,669  8.11 110,817 3.68 50 266
1977 : 8,886 97 8,605 13,191 8.11 106,927 3.68 48 501
1978  :5/8,537 94 8,023 12,566  7.99 100,415 362 45 547

SEE FOUTNOTES ON PAGE 7.
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CROP REPORTING BOARD, ESCS, USDA

LAMB CROP, JULY 1978



