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LAMB CROP DOWN 4 PERCENT:

The 1977 United States lamb crop is estimated at 8.5 million head, a 4 per-
cent decline from 1976 and 13 percent smaller than in 1975.

The January 1, 1977 inventory of breeding ewes 1 year old and older totaled
8.8 million head, down 6 percent from a year earlier. Ewe Tambs under 1 year on
January 1, 1977 totaled 1.4 million head, up 4 percent from last year.

The 1977 lambing rate (lambs born in the Native States, and lambs docked or

branded in Western States) per 100 ewes 1 year old and older on hand January 1
was 96 compared with 95 for 1976.

WOOL PRODUCTION SHOWS 4 PERCENT DROP:

Wool shorn and to be shorn in the United States during 1977 is estimated at
106.1 million pounds, grease basis, 4 percent less than in 1976 and 12 percent
below 1975. The number of sheep and lambs shorn and to be shorn is estimated at
12.9 million head, a 5 percent decline from last year. The average fleece weight
for 1977 is 8.19 pounds compared with 8.06 pounds in 1976.

LAMB CROP AND WOOL PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES, 1975-77

TEREEDING :LAWE CROP : : o

. EWES  : PER 100 : LAMB : NUMBER :
YEAR : 1 YEAR : EWES : CROP : SHEEP : : : :

: OLD AND :1 YEAR OLD: 1/ & SWORN : "SIGHT i ppo D WEIGHT & gy

: OLDER, :AND OLDER,: 2/ * DUCTION : : DUCTION

COAN 1 i JAN T 1/ . = FLEECE , FLEECE

: 1,000 1,000 1,000

: HEAD NUMBER 1,000 HEAD POUNDS POUNDS KILOGRAMS KILOGRAMS
1975 : 10,062 98 9,820 14,466  8.30 120,050  3.76 54,454
1976 : 9,359 95 8.896 13.635  8.06 109,944  3.66 49,870

1977 8,839 96 8,520 12,947 8.19 106,055 3.72 48,106

SEE FOOTNOTES ON PAGE 2.

MtAn S5-1 (7-77) For information call: (202) 447-6880
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CROP REPORTING BOARD, SRS, USDA

LAMB CROP AND WOOL, JULY 1977



