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LAMB CROP

The 1979 United States lamb crop is estimated at 8.02 million head, virtually
the same as 1978 and 7 percent below 1977.

On January 1, 1979 the inventory of breeding ewes 1 year old and older totaled

8.24 mi1lion head, 3 percent less than a year earlier.

Ewe lambs under 1 year on

January 1, 1979 totaled 1.67 million head, up 12 percent from a year ago.

The 1979 lambing rate (lambs born in the Native States, and lambs docked or
branded in Western States) per 100 ewes 1 year old and older on hand January 1
was 97 compared with 94 in 1978 and 97 in 1977.

WOOL PRODUCTION

Wool shorn and to be shorn in the United States during 1979 is estimated at
100 million pounds, grease basis, 1 percent less than in 1978 and 6 percent below

1977.

The number of sheep and lambs shorn and to be shorn is estimated at 12.6
million head, virtually the same as last year.

The average fleece weight for

1979 is estimated at 7.99 pounds compared with 8.08 pounds in both 1978 and 1977.

LAMB CROP AND WOOL PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES, 1977-79

: BREEDING : LAMB CROP

: wooL
' EWES : PER 100 LAMB °  NUMBER
statg ¢ 1 YEAR o o EWES CROP  SHEEP :
: OLD AND : 1 YEAR OLD 17 ¢ GHomn ¢ WEIGHT PER : poonicrron
OLDER, : AND OLOER, : — : 0N = "FLEECE
JAN 1 JAN 11/ .
1,000
HEAD NUMBER 1,000 HEAD POUNDS 1,000 POUNDS
1977 8,886 97 8,606 13,270 8.08 107,159
1978 : 8,540 94 8,020 12,540 8.08 101,277
1979 @ 8,243 97 8,019 12,550 7.99 100, 294

SEE FOOTNOTES ON PAGE 7.

MtAn 5-1 (7-79)

For Information Call: (202) 447-6880
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