LAMB CROP
AND WOOL

g Crop
Reporting
Board

Statistical Reporting

Released: July 19, 1976
3:00 P.M, ET

Service

US. Department
of Agriculture

Washington, D.C.
20250

LAMB CROP DOWN 10 PERCENT

The 1976 United States Tamb crop is estimated at 8.9 million head, a 10
percent decTine from 1975 and 16 percent smaller than in 1974,

The January 1, 1976 inventory of breeding ewes 1 year old and older totaled

9.3 million head, down 7 percent from a year earlier.

Ewe lambs under 1 year

totaled 1.3 million head, down 11 percent from last year,

The 1976 lambing rate (lambs born in the Native States, and lambs docked or
branded in Western States)} per 100 ewes 1 year old and older on hand January !

was 95 compared with 98 for 1975. .

WOOL PRODUCTION SHOWS 10 PERCENT DROP

Wool shorn and to be shorn in the United States during 1976 is estimated at
108.4 million pounds, grease basis, 10 percent less than in 1975 and an 18 per-

cent decliine from 1974,

The number of sheep and Tambs shorn and to be shorn is
estimated at 13.4 million, a 7 percent decline from last year.

The average

fleece weight for 1976 is 8.08 pounds compared with 8.31 pounds in 1975.

LAMB CROP AND WOOL PRODUCTION, UNITED STATES, 1974-76

: BREEDING :LAMB CROP :

EWES  : PER 100 | 0 . NUMBER - WOOL
: ] YEAR : EWES : . SHEEP : : :
YEAR © (D AND :1 VEAR OLD: Cﬁ?P . SHORN “EégHT . PRO-  : WE%EHT - PRO-
: OLDER, <:AND OLDER,: - f2t leecE - DUCTION : [/Ep.c @ DUCTION
JAN 1 AN T 1/ : : : :
1,000 1,000 1,000
HEAD NUMBER 1,000 HEAD POUNDS  POUNDS KILOGRAMS KILOGRAMS
1974 : 11,106 95 10,508 16,142  8.24 132,963 3.74 60,311
1975 : 10,062 98 9,820 14,472  8.31 120,197 3.77 54,520
1976 : 9,334 95 8,856 13,410 8.08 108, 395 3.67 49,167

SEE FOOTNOTES ON PAGE 2.
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For Information Call: (202) 447-6880
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