NUMBER OF FARMS AND LAND IN FARMS

United States 1959-68
By States 1959-68 January 10, 1968

TRERND CONTINUES TOWARD FEWER AND IARGER FARMS

Farms operating in the Nation during 1967 are estimated at 3,146 thousand, accord-
ing to the Crop Reporting Board. This is a 3 percent decline from the previous year.
Total land in farms, at about 1,132 million acres, continued to decrease, but at a
mich slower pace than the number of farms.

The number of farms expected to be in operation during 1968 is estimated at 3,059
thousand. The reduction in total land in farms also continues at about the same rate
with a preliminary estimate of about 1,129 milllon acres for 1968. Préeliminary esti-
mates by States of mumber of farms and land in farms for 1968 are shown on pages 5 and
T, respectively.

Since 1959, the number of farms has declined a fourth. During the same period,
the laend in farms has decreased only 5 percent. These changes are associated with an
increase in the average size of farms from 288 acres in 1959 to 369 acres in 1968 --
a 28 percent increase. Discontinuance of small farming enterprises and merging of
larger units with existing farms continue as the important influences in the change
in farm numbers.

This report includes data for Alaska and Hawail in national totals for all years
presented. State data for famm numbers for U8 States, 1910-1959 and land in farms,
1950-1959, are published in Statistical Bulletin No. 316, June 1962.

Number of Farms and Land in Farms, U. S. 1959-68

Year Farms : lend in Farms T Average size of Ferm
(Thousands ) :  (Thousand Acres) : (acres)
1959 ? L, 105 1,182,563 288
1960 1/ : 3,962 . 1,176,946 297
1961 1/ 3,821 1,169,899 306
1962 1/ 3,685 1,161,383 315
1963 1/ 3,561 1,153,072 3oL
1964 1/ 3,442 1,146,806 333
1965 1/ 3,340 1,141,536 3k2
1966 1/ : 3,239 1,137,161 351
1967 1/ 3,146 M 360
1968 2/ ; 3,059 1,128,567 369

1/ Revised. _[ Preliminary.
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Basis for Estimates of Number of Farms

The estimates of the number of farms by years published by the
Crop Reporting Board are benchmarked on the quinquennial Census
of Agriculture with adjustments for !incompleteness. The annual
estimates between Census years are based upon expansions and pro-
jections from the Statistical Reporting Service enumerative and mailed
surveys, data from State farm censuses in a limited number of States,
indications derived from other inquiries, and extension of trends.

Post-Census analysis by the Bureau of the Census indicated that
the count of the number of farms was short by about 8 percent in 1959.
No publication of under-enumeration has yet been made for the 1964
Census, but the SRS estimates assu}ne incompleteness to be less than
1

for the previous Census. I

Annual State farm censuses supply data on numbers of farms in 12
States, 10 of which are in the North Central Region, Changes shown
by these surveys are the principal basis for the annual estimates in
these States. Some of these annual censuses may be less inclusive than
the U. S, Census with respect to farms that are marginal either in size
or in sales of farm products. Annual appraisals of the data are made
for each State.

The annual enumerative survefs provide indications of the number
of farms in operation at the time the surveys are conducted. Beginning
with small samples in 1957, these surveys have been expanded to the
48 State operational level of 1967, In 1963 the number of area segments
enumerated in 28 States was about 10,500 with a national total of 12, 350,
In 1965 the sample represented 48 States with a total of 15,785 segments,
14, 485 in 39 States. The national total of 16,430 segments in 1967
represents 48 States on an operational basis. Variability in the enumer-
ative data is, of course, greater for individual States than for all States
combined; and the data are necessarily interpreted with regard to sample
size, 'comsistency, procedural changes, and trends in individual States,
as well as geographic regions.




In addition to data from the Census and enumerative surveys,
various collateral data aid in estimating the direction and extent of
change in number of farms. The regular mail surveys conducted by
the Statistical Reporting Service in estimating crop and livestock
numbers provide comparisons of size of reporting farms. In some
States, data are available on the number of farms selling milk, or
the number of producers of other commodities produced commercially.

Estimates of land in farms represent the places defined as farms
in the number of farms estimate, As in the Census of Agriculture,
these estimates of farm land exclude Government owned land grazed on
a permit or fee basis but include land leased from the Government for
grazing purposes. In Alaska, only about 70,000 of the total acreage
is actual farm land under private ownership, averaging about 200 acres
per farm.

Estimates of number of farms and land in farms for 1968 are
to a2 large extent based on extension of previous trends. They are
published by States on a preliminary basis and are subject to revision
as results of enumerative surveys, State farm censuses, and the U. S,
Federal Census of 1969 become available., With each Federal Census,
the annual estimates published by the Crop Reporting Board are revised
to bring the series in line with the results of the Census, with adjustments
for under-enumeration.



Numbexr of Farms, by States, 1959-G8
i

— State ¢ ] 1
and ] 1959 t 1960 z 1961 1962 1963
division 3 T
s
Maine : 20,000 18,900 17,900 16,700 15,600
N. He : 79500 7,000 6,500 6,000 5,600
¥i M 14,000 13,200 12,300 11,600 10,900
Mass. : 14,000 13,000 12,000 11,100 10,200
Conne ' 157000 37400 37800 8,200 31600
oRnNe 3 »
8 irC Lm0 5T 00 —we i P70
P £ ry U2 000 ﬂE‘i‘UUB MW, s n =
Ne Jo 1 17,000 15,800 15,200 14,800 13,3200
‘Pas 1 110,000 106,000 101,000 96,000 92,000
DEIo 1 153,000 1T om | mrm ISQ,UW IES,MU
Inde t 138,000 134,000 130,000 126,000 121,000
Ill. 'y 164,000 159,000 155,000 151,000 148,000
Miche T 123,000 118,000 114,000 106,000

8




"STate ] 1 3 3 )
and : 1964 * 1965 t 1968 ' 1967 : 19¢s 1/
division 3 1 3 3 ]
3
Mains : 14,500 13,600 12,700 11,800 11,000
Ne Re 3 Ss 4,800 4,500 4,200 3,900
Ve t 10,300 94,700 9,100 8,600 8,100
Masss 4 9,400 8,700 89100 7500 7,@
Re I s 1,300 1,200 1,100 1,100 1,000
Conne 7,100 8,500 6,100 5,700 5,300
e L] B » AT, 500 )] m 35,70
. 270 . LFeie o e QR - .y B 000
He Jo ] 12,000 11,000 10,000 9,500 9,100
Pa. 1 000 85,000 82,000 80,000 77,000
WM. Ail: 3 T%"W, 71 PO (75 B . s (+ D L/ i< B
o » » * » »
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Ille.
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o e
Iowa
Mo
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L ]
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We Voo
He Co»
Se¢ Co
Gae
Ra,

|
]
)
L.
—t
3
L
3
3
4
:
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Md. t 23,000 22,100 21,300 20,400 19,500
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Estimates of Land

in Farms, by States, 1950-58

~5tite 1 ) ] 1
1 1959 ] 1960 t 1961 H 1062 t 1063
division 3 3 3 3 3
1 1000 T,000 T IRRF T,000 T,000
) scres acres aores acres acres
3
Maine 2 3’500 3’350 3:2“) 331@ 3.000
Ne He» t 1,300 1,240 1,180 1,120 1,060
vt. 3 3'270 3'150 3,050 2,950 2’850
Mases 3 1,300 1,240 1,180 1,120 1,060
R. I. * 148 14 - 134 128 122
Colne 3 1,140 1,080 ' 1,020 9_?3 900
. s T, p I ; ¥s Us3 B,902
g R T TS S
Pac P e 130%0 | 12300 S 13 o0
e 4 2, 00 : » 11:9’00
o TiY 25 o By Pl ] —27010 YLy A
o $ 10,200 10,000 TR0 5500
Inde : 19,400 19,400 19,200 19,000 18,700
Ill. t 30,900 30,700 X 30,600 30,500 30,400
Miche [ 15,700 15,400 ' 15,100 14,800 14,600
Wise. 3 223400 224,200 ‘ 22,100 g% . 21. ?%
® Ne L p i ' 2 ——— __!m____
nole » 400 TZ .30 »
Iowa 34,700 34,700 34,700 34,700 34,500
Moe 34,800 34,700 34,500 34,500 34,400




Estimates of Land in Farws, by Stetes, 1959=58 — Continued

State F 3 T ]
and t 1964 ! 1963 : 1966 ¢ 1967 1968 2/
division 3 H : :
1 1,000 acres - 1,000 acres 1,000 aores 1,000 sores 1,000 aores

Malne 5 2,900 2,800 2,700 2,600 2,500
No He 3 1,000 940 880 830 780
Vo ) 2,750 2,650 2,570 2,490 2,410
Mags, 3 1,000 940 890 B840 800
Re Ta 3 116 111 106 102 97
Conne . 3 840 790 740 700 560
N. Engs 1 B,0606 8,031 72550 7 0L 74287

. . 3 » » 12’800 12,3?)‘6 E,m
R Y 28 R S 5o

- 3 00 1,000 0

e ALY T I O00 Ra ) ] 24,450 73,090
Oblo F] 18,400 18, 200 15,000 17,500 17,600
Inde s 18,500 18,300 18,100 17,900 17,800
1‘11. 3 30,3(1) 30,200 30’100 30,@ 29,900
Miche ot 14,400 14,100 13,900 13,700 13,500
Wis, 3 21,600 21,400 21,200 21,000 20,800
T, N Terke 1 10T 200 152,200 BLI0 100,800 .50
Minn, 1 325400 32 4 400 32,400 32,300 32,400
Iowa 1 34,600 34,600 34,600 34,500 34,500
Moo 3 34,300 34,100 33,900 33,700 33,500
Ns Dalk, 2 42,100 42,000 42,000 42,000 42,000
Se Dake 2 45,600 45,600 45,500 45,600 45,500
Nebr. 1 48,230 48,200 48,200 48,200 48,200
Kanse 2 50, 200 50,200 50,100 50,100 5,100
V. V. Conte 3 287,25 207 5 100 200 , B0 15‘6:'330 ZEG, 200
Del. ] 760 70 730 730 720
Mﬂ.. H 3,“ 3’4& 3.4‘00 3,3% 3,m
Vie : 12,500 12,300 12,100 12,000 11,800
We Va, 2 6,200 6,100 5,700 5, 500 5, 400
He Co s 16,400 16, 300 15,200 16,200 16,100
5. Co t 9,200 $,100 9,000 8,800 8,600

%o 1 16, 200 6y 16, €,200
¥. Atl, 3 &) B3, 100 B2 5040 1, 150
KY' 3 17,600 17,500 17, 300 17,100 17,000
Tenn, t 16,100 15,900 15,800 15,700 15,600
Ala. 3 16,200 16,000 15,700 15,400 15,200
Migs, 3 18,600 18, 300 18,000 17,800 17, 700
Eo gc Lent, E ij 3’_’ 700 [:I a.m Bim
ke ] Y7, 500 17,500 17, 500 17,900 T7, 500
Lao 1 11,200 11,400 11,600 11,800 12,000
Oklas : 37,300 37,300 37,300 37,300 37,200
Texap 3 147,000 146,000 146,000 145,000 145,000
Bork o 3 674200 67,150 67,100 675100 67100
Idaho 3 15,400 15,400 15,400 15,400 15,400
Tyo. 3 36,900 36, 900 37,000 37,000 37,000
Coloe 1 39,500 39, 500 39,500 39, 500 39,500
N Max. 3 49,000 48,800 48,700 48,500 46,600
Aria, ) 43,800 43,700 43,600 43,500 43,500
Utah 1 13,500 13,500 13,400 13,300 13,300
Nev. 3 8,800 8,800 8,800 8,500 8,800
T T T P U, R ¥ i- PV - i Py v S 7Y M
Wask. t 15, 200 18,200 15,20 18, T00 18, 100
Oroge ] 21,000 21,000 20,900 20,900 20, 500
Calif, 3 38,000 37,800 37,600 37,400 37,200
Paoe I IO L0 IATO0 78 L 300 7 s 200
45 States T 1,142,396 1,137,151 1, 132,5
Maska Y/ 3 1,360 1,545 1,505 1,500 1,500
Hawsil 1 2,450 2,400 2,400 24360 2,350

U. 5, 1 11J146jws 1,341,538 I_“Ig,sIsI 1,131,982 1,125,557

1/ Exolusive of grazing land lessed from U. S. Govermment, Alasks farmland totals about 70,000 acresse

2/ Preliminary.
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