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THE DAIRY: SI'rUATION 

(Issued i1~~thi~) 
;• ·.·. 

The most serious anQ. wi despre~ad .dz:ougl:l.t in 40. years has res_ul ted 
in exceptionally poor pastures, an<t, prQ~pects for a short c:rop ·or hay and 
small. grailllL/1.:o.Q. _sg~:n:t .. \3\lPP~ies of hay for the 1934-35 feeding season. In 
the ·upper ,Mis'sissippi :Valley"'tfi.ere'-wh'::3"-~erat1v~ ·J:itt-le .. ra:'.l:n· -in· .the. early ...... 
spring and 1\fuy was exceptionaLl;.y dry,; I!uring th~ first 11 days of June, 
however, .raiaf~.l:L.in the North.Central St.ates ha$ been more nearly nonnal. 
The corn q,rop has ~ot.bee'D. eer:iou"sly huffi.ea·, -but:·productio-n--wi.Jo.l--depe.:nd.. .. on. 
ro.infulL.d.uring 1;.1J.~.;remainder of th(';l gr,owing seo.~on • 

. - ~ . ~· ··-··-. -:- . .-....... ..:.~-- . . 
Prior to J~me 1 the. drought hq.d been most~ serious. in. the Vfest··Nnrth · 

Central States, milk production per cow in this region on J\.mo·l vw.s.o.b6ut; 
17 porsent less tho.n o. year- e;...~.rlior~, und t.qtui mi).k' proao.xit1on. in·. the U:tdted 
Stute.s wus.about _5 .. P.~J.c~nt .. 1ess th~ on June· i., .1933· ....... ,. : .··' · 

~ ....... ~ ' ... • • .. .., • • ......... •. • • ·_ •.• • - .. .. -· "' • '"' • , .r, .... , J ~ ... , • 

• • • •.• . • •. _.. -·- •• ' .. 4 

Widespreo.d drougb.t, pL.stures ·verY j;)'ciorq·-· .. 1o. • • -~· •• -~ ... r ':. -: •.• ,._. :,. .. • • • • 

In 19 states, including -o.l-1 stu.tos from Op.io to N:evc.da, the condition 
of po.stures and hu.y on Juno 1 w.u.s the lowest. on record. The condition of 
pastures for tho United Sto...~. tes as a vrhole, V'IU.S the lowest for the month 
on record. Tho West North Gont:ral States showed the lowest condition of 
p:.J.sturos; '30.7 percent of norm._.l, compared with 82.3 percent in 1933 which 
wo...~.s ubout o.veru.ge, Pustures in the Eo.st North Central Stutes were o.lso 
very poor. 'l'ho hir,host condition of pustur6s on J~EJ 1, wus in the North 
Atl~ntic, Wosturn, ~nd South Central Stctes, but even in these States the 
condition on June 1 was decidedly below o.veruge. 

Duiry po.stu;ros condition, June·l, l-920-H~29 

avor~ge and 19:52-1934 

. , Condition of do.iry 
r· - June 1 percentage 

po.stures 
of normo.l 

; l 920.- . .. : .1%2 : 1933 
:1929 uv.: : 

Hogion 

:Percent· Pe"rcent 
Unitod Statos ••••••••••••••····= 84.7 '"' 5 ?8.3 
North li.i;l.unt ic Stu to~ , .. ·; .-~~ •. ,_: 85 ~ ("- '76 .$" 
Ea.st North Contro.l St•rt6s' ... ~.: 84,4 ·77.-1 
Wost.North.Cc:t:J.;t.rul St<.: .. tes ••••• : 82.9 80,7 
South·Atl . ..~.ntic S,t:1tes ., ...... , : 82.6 77.1 
South Centr:,l St"'tos • , •••••••• : 86.3 72.4 
Western Siutes ••••••••••••••••: 87.4 85.3 

Percent 
82.5 
85.5 
87.7 
82.3 
79.8 
79.2 
71.1 

. 
: 1934 . 
Percent 

53,3 
67,1 
47.3 
30.7 
74.0 
67.9 
69.7 

Whilo thE( drought .l;J.us been most serious in tho Dukotus ond P'-lrts of 
Minnosotn-. o.ndi'Nisconsin, pr,...~.cticaJ.ly ull of. the upper Mississippi :vo.lley 
h::.ts been u.ffected und ulso L.n. ureu extending cost int"o New York cind south­
West into Texas. 



54. 
DS-34 

may result in considerable li~uf4ati on:; . ·B~caus~ o'f the low culling in the 
past few ·years, a reia~Jvely 'i~r~e nul\iH~r'· o'i: cdVi's · could be cUlled from herds 
without greatly affecting' pt6d1ic.tion~ ·:~:: : .' ·: 

: . . , . • , . ; : ,": :~ :·. · ' I : , ' •. , ; i ' .~. ' .· :' 

April production less tpan,a year earlier 
. L ), ; ' ... 

. . ',, . ' ' \ . • • . - 1 

The total product~on of manufactured dairy p~oduets in April on a 
milk equivalent basi$ was 3.1 percent: J;~~s· than i:i: year earlier •. This we.s 
a smaller percentagei deciine. thtin iii .. tli~ earliet' InOnths of tht::l year. With 
the serious drought and short feod supplies the out1ook is for +ight pro-
duction for some time. ... · ···· .. · · ... ~ .. '.:. ·· ... 

Prices up 
' ~ ; ' ... ·, ~ 

With butter production be itlg curtailed because of the drought, butter 
prices rose at a seuso~ ·o:f · tlfe ·y(';tl.r wh'en p:ricc•s ·usually decline. The price 
of 92 score butter ci:t· Now York in May wa~ 24·~ 5 c~nts, 0.8 cents higher in 
April. The index number of butter prices which is adjusted for seasonal 
variution, rose from 79 in April to 86 in May~ Prices during the first half 
of June have continued at about the sdme level. 

; , . _i· : 

Cheese prices have a~ so indr~aso~, 
Even though butter prices h~ve be~n relatively strong the margin 

between domestic and foreign prices is still decidedly less than the tariff, 
On June 7 the price 'of ·gz score butter ut New York was 24.9 or 7.3 cents 
higher ·than the price of :New Zealand butt<:;r in London. With the present 
tariff rate of 14 cents, domestic prices could rise somewhat above 30 cents 
before imports urc probable, 

Tr~de output down 

In April trllde output of butter was ullOUt 1 percent less than Cl yoor 
uurlior, and trudc ·output of choose ·8.5 percent less. On a milk equivalent 
basis trado output was down, ubout 5 percent. 

\ii th highor retail pricos however, the estimuted consumer expenditures 
for both but tor .o.n..d .cheese in .. .Apr-il· ·Wd·S lurgor than a yea.r ea:c Ji 0r • 

.',• ..... i. ..... ·.. : 

nold storLge .. stocks. of .!'b'ut-'ter:':·6n June 1 of 27,100, ooo. pouYJ. d.s were 
B)OOO,OCO pmmds less thanil . .vei.ilr·-eur:iier and th•'l smc:.ll(~r::t fer .T1.m:::: 1 since 
lv<~<:L 'l''ho into-storngemovern~I:J.t'iri MJ.y of 15,30(),000 pounds.WJ.S only a 
little ove.r half as greut ~s in 1933, :und"also less thon the 5-yeo.r average 
of 22,500,000 pouncis• 

In contrc.'st ·with t:ti~ rei::.;.tivel'i 'srtlJ.ll stockS. of butt'er ~ stocks of 
1\m.erican ·cl'J,eose on June l of 5't,:sC)o,ooo ·pounds were tho largest on record 
for too.t· 'datG. and comp..:;.rc .. ~vii th ·the.'5.-~~:t.' l'J.verugo. o:t' 46, 5·o·~,_ooo pounds. 

Stocks of butter and cheese on June 1 combine~ on a milk equivalent 
basis wore tho s.JID.e as a year ·~a±-iier, 

·: : :·.. I· ;, : . • , '·' 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICVLTURE NEG. Z2185 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

fiGURE I -THE CONDITION Of PASTURES ON JUNE I AT 53 PERCENT Of NORMAL WAS THE LOW­
ES.T-. c.V£R R~POR.'J:·E:D. fO~ THAT DATE. 

MILK PROOUCTION PER COW IN HERD FIRST OF MONTH 
(BASED ON REPORTS Of CROP CORRESPONDENTS) 
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'', Of. I'M: I'MENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG.I8880 BUREAU OF' AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

F, ClURE 2 - MILK PRODUCTION PER cow ON JUNE I • 1934 WAS THE LOWEST EVER REPORTED FOR 
THAT DATE AND I I. 5 PERCENT LESS ;HAN THE 1925 TO 1929 AVERAGE F'OR JUNE I • 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUlTURE NEG.26255 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

.. ~ 

fiGURE 3- PRICES OF BUTTERFAT ARE RELATIVELY LOW IN REL~TION TO FEED GRAINS. 

INDEX NUMBERS OF VOLUME OF MILK USED IN FACTORY 
PRODUCTION OF DAIRY PRODUCTS 

(CREAMERY BUTTER, CHEESE, CONDENSED AND EVAPORATED CASE GOODS) 

PERCENTr------,------.-------r------.------~----~-------.--------~----~----~ 
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U.S. D£P,4RTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. ~88,3 1 BUREAU or AGRICULTURAL 'ECONOMICS 

fiGURE 4 -TOTAL PRODUCTION OF MANUFACTURED DAIRY PRODUCTS IN APRIL ON A MILK EQUI­
VALENT BASIS WAS THE SMALLEST FOR THE MONTH SINCE 1930. 
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. , : ... Table 1. ~ .P.:r.oduction of·. dairy_ pro<rll_bts·;-· A~ri'1··1:933:-:- Juno 1934 ... 
-....--~----~.....;..·;.:;"',;.;."_~--~-;,.__:_....;..;._..;.. _ __,____. __ .... ···-·· ............ ' 

: Mi'1k :Percent-: D.a.iry Fac:t.ory producti'on of d~iry · : 01:Co-
. :produc- :age of :pMturesi: ·products' 2/ · ·:mar-

You.r : tion per: •cm1s : co'ndi- ~ .. : Con- .:·Eva.po- :: 'l'o.tal : gu'rine 
and :cow per :milked : tion -~Cream- Choese: densod . :rated : nliik :pro-

month· !day,1st.:1st. of :1st •.. of .l ery. · . :milk ':milk :cquivo.-:duc-
:0f m0nth: month :month 1 :butter . . : 3 3 : lent :tion 
: Million .Million Million Million Million Million 
:·Pounds Percent Percent pounds pounds pounds: pounds pounds pounds 

1933 
Apr. 
Muy 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov .. 
Dec. 

1934. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
M~r. 

Apr. 
MJ.y, 
June 

13.32 
14.39 
16.57 
15.29 
13.67 
12,74 
11.98 
11.48 
11.21 

11.46 
11.61 
11.96 
12.65 
13.75 
15.36 

68.3 
71.5 
74.6. 
75.6. 
73.9 
71.7 
69.3 
68.1 
66.5 

65,8 
64.5 
65.5 

64.6 
71~8" 

82,.5 
63 .• 5 
55.7 
57.3 
63 .• 7 

67.3 70.1 
70.3 66o0 
73.4 53-3 

138.0 
187,2 
;wo.7 
177,6 
166.9 
138.8 
129.7 
,112.4 
111.8 

,112.4 
106.4 
,122. 7 
133.2 

40.7 
56.8 
64.4 
57.8 
49.9 
43.3 
36.5 
24.4 
25.7 

28.4 
29.0 
37.5 
44.9 

4.6 · ... ·1?9.1 
6.5 213.9 
5.1 220.5 
4.8 1?9.7 
4.1 149.8 
3,4 126.1 
4.0 109.8 
3,9 73.0 
4.4 85.0 

4.8 
4.3 
6.0 
6.0 

99.1 
100.3 
131.7 
152.4 

3,709 ' 20.2 
4,984 19.7 
5, 355 ·15 .2 
4,714 18.2 
4,342 20.3 
3, 633 21.2 
3,339 23.5 
2,774 ''23.8 
2,801 ' 21.3 

2,874 
2,755 
3,256 
3,595 

•1 '7.3 
21.4 
23.6 

'18.2 

Index numbere udjustcd for se:..:.sond1 v~riation( Hl25-1929:100) 
1933 
Apr, 
Ma.y 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept, : · 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Dec. 

1934 
hn. 
Fob~ 
Mc.r. 
Apr, 
Ma.y 
June 

96 
95 
95 
89 
91 
9L1 
95 
96 
96 

97 
94 
92 
91 
90 
88 

102 
101 
100 
100 
100 
101 
101 
102 
102 

102 
101 
101 
100 

99 
99 

80 
88 
97 
75 
70 
73 
81 

86 
81 
63 

115 
116 
111 
106 
115 
11? 
124 
130 
124 

113 
112 
113 
111 

115 
115 
112 
112 
113 
112 
103 

96 
112 

118 
118 
124 
126 

28 
34 
30 
38 
3? 
32 
35 
37 
38 

39 
40 
43 
37 

146 
142 
127 
129 
136 
137 
119 
107 
117 

116 
119 
129 
124 

116 87 
118 92 
111 80 
108 .. 100 
116 101 
117 92 
119 89 
122 91 
122 79 

1l3 . . 70 
112 88 
116 94 
113 ,. .. 78 

rr Porc~,m:t!lgo of nor:w"f1,excopt in the case Of index numbers for which the 
~yrecponding m~nths ,- 1920-1929 = ioo·~ 

The Pr:::>ductJ.on of chC;ose· condensed nnd eva.poruted cuse goods here given, 
~;s been revised on the b:..:.si~ of the final figures for 193~ production. 
~ CQse goods, unskimmod. 
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'Table 2.-Prices of feed and dairy products, April 1933-May 1934 

··-·· ., •... ; Index numbers :Prices paid: Wholesttle :prices :IndcJ 
: · Farni· :Pi·ice : By ·:New :Farm ·:for m.ilk· · :But- :Cheese.: Con- :Eva.- :J:®..:nu• 

·: Aug. 1909- :pro- :York :price:per 100 :ter :per · :den- :pora-:rac-i 
:J"uly1914 =· 100 ·-~duct :dairy:p·er.-·-·~pounds by :per :pound' :sod :ted · :ture1 

:Year :- . · . : .. :feeds:ra- :pound:. :Dis- :pound:.Ameri-:milk :milk :daij 
and :All. :Dai,lly:F~ed ·;:1913-:<tion :or: ·:con- :tri~92- :can :per :per ·:pro:1 

.montl'l.::com-·:pro-: :grains:l914 :per :but- .. :dens..;:tors·:score:twins :ease :case :ductl 
:modi-::ducts:' · ::100 ·:ton :ter :-aries:-:t:or· :New :Wis- :u.s. :u.s. :1910 
:ties ]J : y ::f'at :fluid:York :con- :aver-:a.ver-:1914 

19.~3.: 

Apr.: 
MQ.y : 
J"une: 
July: 
Aug.: 
Sept: 
Oct.: 
No~ •. : 
Dec.: 

1934 : 
J"p.n.: 
Fob.: 

·Mu.r.: 
· Apr.: 

May 

1933 
Apr.: 
M.a.y : 
Jlme: 
July: 
Aug.: 
Sept: 
Oct.: 
Nov.: 
Dec.: 

lc;)34 : 

53, 
62 
6~ 
76 
7~ 
70 
70 
71 
68 

?0 
76 
76 
74' .. 

?4 

53 
62 
64 
76 
?2 
70 
70 
71 
6c;) 

J'an.: 70 
Fob.: 76 
M<.r.: 76 
Apr.: 73 

'Md.y ·:-···"74 · ·;· 

: : · : : use : :sin :age : ;age ::100 

59 
63 
65 
71 
72 
76 
78 
78 
76 

73 
77 
79 
,76 
76 

43 
.58 
60 
90 
77 
75 
64 
68 
69 

72 
75 
76 
75 
?7 

.. 
• 

59 
6? 
?0 

. 97 
.• 93 

81 
7? 
78 
73 

.?9 
84 
90 
88 
85 

Dolls Cents Dolls Doll~ Cents Cents · Dolls Dolls 

21 
23 
24 
30 
29 
27 
26 
26 
26 

l6.5 
20.2 
19.7 
23.0' 
18.4' 
lc;).6 
20.1 
20.4 
18.0' 

2? 16.1 
21.6 
2~5 

.. 21.0. 
... 21.5 

.81 

.93 
1.00 
1.07 
1.10 
1.0'7 
1.10 
1.08 
1.00 

.c;)7 
1.10 
1.11 
1.02 
1.00 

1;47 
1.45 
1.4c;) 
1~5'7 

1~67 
1.72 
1.77 
1.?9 
1.80 

20.7 g.5 
22.5' 11.6 
22.8 12.0 
24.5' 12.0 
21.3 11.0 
23.6 '10.5 
24.0 10.5 
23.6 10.5 
20.1 9.3 

1.81 lc;).9 c;).6 
1.80 25.4 12.6 

'1.79-·25.4-,13.2 
1 .. 81 23.7: 11.0 
1.81· 24.5' ... 11.4 

4.c;)3 2.21 68 
4. c;)3 . 2.47 75 
4.c;)3 . 2.51 76 
4.c;)4 2.53 80 
4.c;)4 2.54 72 
4.c;)4 2.55 77 
4.c;)4 . 2.57 78 
4.95 2.56 77 
4.95 2.55 68 

4.c;)5 2.56 68 
4.90 2.·57 83 

·.<-~4.88: .~,2.~ :. 83 
·4.88 .. : 2.55 78 

Index numbers, adjusted for se<.lSonal ve.riat.io!!.iP..Fe-wu.r=lOO) 

60 
65 
68 
?5 
?5 
78 
7? 
?5 
72 

43 
58 
57 
86 
72 
72 
65 
72 
?3 

70 ?6 
?5 ?7 
77 76 
?? 75 

''78 --: .... ""l? 

59 
. 66 

72 
98 
94 
83 
79 
?7 
70 

?7 
83 
91 
88 

... 83 

?3 
?9 
85 

108 
c;)8 
89 
89 
92 
90 

92, 

63 
80 
81 
94 
?6 
?7 
?6 
73 
63 

58 
81 
86 
80 
85 . " 

57 
69 
76 
81 
78 
75 
74 
72 
65 

82 
84 
87 
c;)l 
95 
96 
c;)7 
9? 
9? 

63 9? 
73 98 
?6 9c;) 
72 101 
?4 ...... 104 

?0 
79 
80 
86 
?4 
77 
76 
?1 
60 

64 
81 
80 
79 
86-

73 
85 
88 
c;)l 
78 
72 
68 
69 
61 

61 
85 
94 
84 

....... 83 .. 

109 
109 
109. 
108 
109 
109 
107 
108 
108 

108 
107 
107: 
108· 

66 ?1 
74 80 
76 81 
75 86 
76. 76 
75 77 
'75 76 
76 72 
'75 63 

95 66 
96 . 82 
76 . 82 
'7 '7 80 

i Ind.ex nuraber of qy-product feeds is b.:.sed on wholesale· pri'ces a·t prilTl£lry markets 
Y Wholesale pric.o .Iier; .ton of dairy rat.ion at Uticu, New York, (in· cuir lots) as· 
published in Fo.rm Economics by Corneii University. · · · · l'. · · 
Y In M;J.rch 1931 the 48-c .. m cases chu.ngod from H)-ounce· cuns to 14..:1/2 ·ounce canS• 
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Table 3.-Rctail prices~ o..."id stocks of do.iry products, April 1933-June 1934 

- Retuil prices Stocks 
{Bureau of Labor Stutisti£21 first of month 

Index . ' . 
numbers . :Evo.po-.c Cold storo.ge :Manufacturers: Tota.l Yc:..r . . . 

tond :Hll3 = 100 . But-:Cheese:rated:Cre~: :Evapo-: milk . 
month: tcr : per :milk . 40 . . Con- :re.ted :equiva-. . . 

:All :Dairy:Milk . per :pound per :per- :Buttor:Ameri-:densed:milk lent • 
:foods:pro- . por :pound: can :cent . . can milk : case y . . . 

:duets: que:a.rt: y :40-qt.: :cheese: case :goods 
:'co.ns2/. goods: 
Thou- Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 

Cents Cents Cents Cents S'lnds ~ lbs. ~ lbs. lbs. -1933 
Apr.: 90 89 10.1 25.3 21.0 5.8 53 9.3 41.6 5.9 50.6 735 
Mo.y : ~4 <;;12 10.0 28.2 22.3 6.5 54 9.4 3?.3 5.3 3'7.0 664 
June: ~7 94 10.2 28.1 23.1 c.? 112 35.2 41.3 9.9 48.1 1,279 
July: 105 98 10.4 31.0 23.6 c.s 194 106.4 67.5 15.0 104.1 3,170 
Aug.: 107 06 10.9 27.3 23.6 6.9 200 150.9 82.8 16.9 132.0 4,325 
Sept: 107 ~8 11.0 28.0 23.5 3.8 166 175.5 94.4 16.4 177.5 5,056 
Oct.: 107 08 11.1 28.2 23.3 6.8 200 174.7 £9.3 14.7 208.5 5,153 
Nov.: 107 90 11.1 28.4 23.0 r.~.s 218 1·30.5 ld5.8 13.2 234.7 4,873 
Dec.: 105 \J7 11.2 25.0 22.6 6.8 201 138.2 85.1 10.8 225.0 4,272 

1034 : 
Jun.: 105 96 11.1 25.'7 22.2 6.8 174 111.2 77.8 G.1 210.4 3,59'7 
]'cb.: 108 102 11.4 30.6 23.6 C.8 140 76.0 65.5 6.4 16'7.1 2,632 

.Mur • .:. 108. ,, 102 11.1. 31.3. - 24.2 6.8 104 36.~ 54.9 4.8 112,£ 1,582 
Apr.: 107 £9 11.1 2£.0 23.8 6.8 82 15.·1 4£.9 4.9 99~2 '1~050 
Muy : 98 11.8 52.2 5.9 115.8 1,039 
Juno: 12G 27.1 57.8 

Index numbors, adjusted for I.i..Ldex numbers, corresponding 
: sousona.1 V;.J.ri::J.tions, 1£10-Hll4 a 100: 

1~33 
months, 1£25-1£29= 100 

l>pr.: ~5 v3 J.18 70 G£:C 72 10£ 113 45 61 97 
Muy : 98 98 116 81 101 81 132 108 32 37 89 
June: 101 100 119 82 105 83 155 105 38 37 106 
July: 109 105 121 90 107 86 132 122 •11 59 117 
Aug.: 111 102 127 78 107 86 115 112 43 67 108 
Sept: 110 102 127 78 105 85 119 116 42 89 114 
Oct,: 109 101 127 77 103 85 130 125 43 110 125 
Nov._: lOS 100 127 75 101 85 144 126 43 132 137 
DE•C.: 106 97 127 67 gg 

19:.::<.;, : 
85 171 125 42 143 154 

h~· ... .1.07 98 127 69 9? 83 229 136 48 179 190 
Fe·: .. ~ H2 105 130 83 103 85 243 134 40 172 189 
Mc:..1•,,• 114 104 128 83 107 85 206 131 34 133 156 
ilp:r. ~ 113 104 129 80 107 85 180 135 37 120 138 
May.: 166 151 36 117 138 
June: 120 147 . 

TIP:" 1 p . 
14-f --l'lor to 1932 the prices were for 15-16 ounce cans, in 1932 prices were for 

ounce cans. 
Yr converted to 40 percent basis. Y nc1udes 20 percent cream 

Not including cream. 
------- 0 -------
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