IRISH POTATOES
Utilization of 1966 Crop with Comperisons

September T, 1967

Movement of potatoes for fresh market from the 1966 crop totaled 133.9
million hundredweight-=4 percent below the 1965 crop movement but 3 percent
above 1964, according to the Crop Reporting Board. The quantity processed for
food products (excluding starch and flour) continues to rise-~66.4 million fram
the 1964 crop, 92.1 million in 1965, and 95.6 from the 1966 crop. Movement to
starch and flour, at 11.0 million hundredweight, wes much above the 8.1 from
the 1965 crop.

Total sales from the 1966 crop accounted for 265.0 million hundredweilght,
only 1 percent sbove the 262.4 million from the crop a year earlier. This
slight increase occurred in spite of the record large production harvested in
1966-=306.9 million ageinst 291.2 million a year earlier. The relatively large
shrinkege and losses on farms from the 1966 crop--28.5 million compared to 17.h4
million from the 1965 and 10.3 million hundredwelght from the 1964 crop=-
account for most of the reduction in sales from the 1966 crop. Potatoes used
on farms where grown for food continues to decline while seed used and volume
fed to livestock on farms where grown are slightly above the crop of a year
earlier.

The volume of potatoes used for frozen french friles continues to rise--
34.0 million hundredwelght for the 1966 crop sgainst 32.3 a year earlier. Other
frozen products also showed & gain far the 1966 crop compared with a year
earlier. The 32.7 million hundredweight of potatoes used for chips and shoe-
strings continued to show an increase over the previous year's use of 31.3 million,

Dehydrated products (flaskes, granules, diced, shreds, etc.) took 19.8
million hundredweight from the 1966 erop, a slight reduction from the 20.2 million
used fram the 1965 crop but much above the 10.8 million from the 1964 crop.

Canned products, including hash, stew, soups, used 3.4 million, slightly above
the 3.3 million used for the 1965 crop.

In lire with the larger quantities used by starch and flour plants, the
volume of potatoes sold for livestock feed, at 8.4 million, also was above the
volume used from the 1965 crop.

On a fiscal year basis (July 1, 1966 through June 30, 1967) the quantity
used for chips and shoestrings was 32.8 million hundredweight, which was sbove
the 31.7 million used a year earlier and 28.8 million for the year ended

June 30, 1965.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Statistical Reporting Service Crop Reporting Board
Pot 13 (9~6T7) Washington, D. C.
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