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July 1, 2000, All Sheep and Lamb Inventory Totals  8.50 Million Head
2000 Lamb Crop Totals 4.53 Million Head

All sheep and lamb inventory  in the United States on July 1, 2000, totaled 8.50 million head, 6
percent below July 1, 1999.  Breeding sheep inventory declined to 5.03 million head on July 1,
2000, 6 percent below July 1999.  Market sheep and lambs (including newborn lambs), at 3.47
million head, were 5 percent below last July.

Of the July 1, 2000 breeding herd, 4.12 million head were ewes one year old and older, 205,000
head were rams one year old and older, and 710,000 head were replacement lambs (including
newborn lambs).

Comparing July 1999 and July 2000 market lambs by weight groups:

           July 1999  July 2000
                 -- 1,000 Head --

Under 65 Lbs. 2,120       2,010
65 - 84 Lbs.    730          710
85 - 105 Lbs.    465          400
Over 105 Lbs.    260           280

Total 3,575       3,400

Region 3 (CO, MT, SD, UT, & WY) accounted for 34.9 percent of the total sheep and lambs. 
Region 2 (NM & TX) accounted for 21.2 percent, Region 1 (AZ, CA, ID, NV, OR, & WA) for 16.8
percent, Region 4 (IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, & OK) for 15.3 percent, and Region 5 (all other
states) accounted for 11.8  percent.

The 2000 Lamb Crop in the United States is expected to total 4.53 million head, down 4 percent
from the 1999 lamb crop of 4.72 million head.  Lambs born during January through June 2000
totaled 4.02 million head or 89 percent of the yearly total.  An additional 510,000 head are expected
to be born during the period July through December 2000.
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All Sheep and Lambs Inventory:  By Region
and United States, July 1, 1999-2000

Regions 1

All Sheep
and Lambs

2000
as %
of

1999

Breeding Sheep
and Lambs

Market Sheep
and Lambs

1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000

1,000 Head 1,000 Head Pct 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

US

1,500

2,000

3,040

1,340

1,120

9,000

1,430

1,800

2,965

1,300

1,005

8,500

95

90

98

97

90

94

940

1,300

1,650

740

720

5,350

900

1,170

1,600

715

645

5,030

560

700

1,390

600

400

3,650

530

630

1,365

585

360

3,470
  1 States included in regions as follows:  1 - AZ, CA, ID, NV, OR, & WA; 2 - NM & TX; 3 - CO, MT, SD, UT, &

WY; 4 - IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, & OK; 5 - all other States.

Breeding Sheep and Lambs Inventory:  By Region
and United States, July 1, 1999-2000

Regions 1
Breeding Sheep-One Year Old & Older Replacement

Lambs

Total Breeding
Sheep and

LambsEwes Rams

1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000
1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

US

800

1,070

1,370

595

545

4,380

765

970

1,330

575

475

4,115

35

55

50

30

45

215

35

50

50

30

40

205

105

175

230

115

130

755

100

150

220

110

130

710

940

1,300

1,650

740

720

5,350

900

1,170

1,600

715

645

5,030
  1 States included in regions as follows:  1 - AZ, CA, ID, NV, OR, & WA; 2 - NM & TX; 3 - CO, MT, SD, UT, &

WY; 4 - IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, & OK; 5 - all other States. 
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Market Sheep and Lambs Inventory:  By Region
and United States, July 1, 2000

Regions 1

Market Lambs
Market
Sheep

Market
Sheep and

Lambs

Under
65

Pounds

65
to

84 lbs

85
to

105 lbs

Over
105

Pounds
Total

1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

US

155

425

975

265

190

2,010

170

130

170

145

95

710

140

30

90

100

40

400

55

25

110

65

25

280

520

610

1,345

575

350

3,400

10

20

20

10

10

70

530

630

1,365

585

360

3,470
  1 States included in regions as follows:  1 - AZ, CA, ID, NV, OR, &  WA; 2 - NM & TX; 3 - CO, MT, SD, UT, &

WY; 4 - IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, & OK; 5 - all other States.

Market Sheep and Lambs Inventory:  By Region
and United States, July 1, 1999

Region 1

Market Lambs
Market
Sheep

Market
Sheep and

Lambs
Under

65
Pounds

65
to

84 lbs

85
to

105 lbs

Over
105

Pounds
Total

1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

US

155

485

980

295

205

2,120

175

135

175

150

95

730

165

40

105

100

55

465

55

20

110

45

30

260

550

680

1,370

590

385

3,575

10

20

20

10

15

75

560

700

1,390

600

400

3,650
  1 States included in regions as follows:  1 - AZ, CA, ID, NV, OR, & WA; 2 - NM & TX; 3 - CO, MT, SD, UT, &

WY; 4 - IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, & OK; 5 - all other States.
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Lamb Crop:  Per 100 Ewes 1+, Number by Region
and United States, 2000 1

Regions 2
Lambs Born

Jan-Jun 3
Lambs Expected

Jul-Dec 4
Total
Lamb
Crop

Breeding
Ewes 1+

Jan 1

Lambs per
100 Ewes 1+

Jan 1
1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head Number

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

US

600

735

1,450

665

570

4,020

215

145

20

60

70

510

815

880

1,470

725

640

4,530

796

980

1,394

519

539

4,228

102

90

105

140

119

107
  1 Lamb crop is lambs born in the Native States and lambs docked or branded in the Western States.
  2 States includes in regions as follows:  1 - AZ, CA, ID, NV, OR, & WA;  2 - NM & TX; 3 - CO, MT, SD, UT, &

WY; 4 - IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, ND, & OK; 5 - all other States.
  3 Lambs born alive between January 1, through June 30, 2000.
  4 Lambs expected to be born July through December 2000.



The next "Sheep" report will be released at 3 p.m. ET on January 26, 2001.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice
or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

ACCESS TO REPORTS!!

For your convenience, there are several ways to obtain NASS reports, data products, and services:

INTERNET ACCESS

All NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet
and go to the NASS Home Page at: http://www.usda.gov/nass/.  Select “Today’s Reports” or Publications
and then Reports by Calendar or Publications and then Search, by Title or Subject.

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTION

There are two options for subscribing via e-mail.  All NASS reports are available by subscription free of
charge direct to your e-mail address.  1) Starting with the NASS Home Page at http://www.usda.gov/nass/,
click on Publications, then click on the Subscribe by E-mail button which takes you to the page describing
e-mail delivery of reports.  Finally, click on Go to the Subscription Page and follow the instructions.  2) If
you do NOT have Internet access, send an e-mail message to:  usda-reports@usda.mannlib.cornell.edu. 
In the body of the message type the word:  list.

AUTOFAX ACCESS

NASSFax service is available for some reports from your fax machine.  Please call 202-720-2000, using the
handset attached to your fax.  Respond to the voice prompts.  Document 0411 is a list of available reports.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
PRINTED REPORTS OR DATA PRODUCTS

CALL OUR TOLL-FREE ORDER DESK:   800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada)
Other areas, please call 703-834-0125                FAX:  703-834-0110
(Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order acceptable for payment.) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ASSISTANCE

For assistance with general agricultural statistics or further information about NASS or its products or
services, contact the Agricultural Statistics Hotline at 800-727-9540, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail:
nass@nass.usda.gov.


