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-------------------------------------------------------------
THE FRUIT J,ND V~GETABLE SITUATION 

- Spring Outlook Issue .-

-------------------------------------------------------------

This is suo, which has been prepared vvi ~h particular 
reference to the report of farmers' int'entions to· plant as 
issued March 19 by the Crop Reporting Board of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Econohlcs, brings U.p:to O..ate tho 1937 outlook 
reports for strawberries, po tat<;>es, sweetpotatoes, truck crops 1 

. dry edible bocins~ and-p-;anuts I which -wereTssuGd-by-thv Bureau 
'incooper-;tionwith F.ederal and State extension workers last 
November. · 

SUMMARY 

It is probable that prices of all fruits 1 except strawberries 1 will 

advance more than usual du.ring the, spring wonths, the Burvau of .Agricultural 

Economics reports. 

Supplies of oranges for spring marketing are s).ightly below average 

and supplios for tho G'J.D1:"er .>:d early fall are extremely smo.ll. Lu.rge quanti-

tics of gra:pefrui t have b eon canned and marketings for fresh use have been 

extremely h~avy. Tho supply of Florida grapefruit available for market during 

the remainder of tho season now appears to bo little largor thru• that of a 

year ago. A larger production of strawberries is for<Jcast for each of the 

early 3tates f"r 1937 ·chan -. J.S obtained last year. Strawberry a.creago in the 

socol-.d oarly ..• nd intcroodirLto States is indicc .. ted to be loss than 1 ast year, 

but acreo.go in tho late States is about 9 percent greater than that of a year 

ago • 

The total acreage of potatoes intonded for harvest in 1937 is indicated 

to be about 6 percunt largor than that harvested in 1936. With averag8 yields, 
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this increased acreage would produce a crop of potatoes about 11 percent 

larger than th~,t of lnst Y0<-r and probably would result in prices and in­

comes to growers somewhat lower than those rece·J..v.ld fo·r :the 19 36 crop, but 

substantially higher than have been received iri o·thor recent yon.rs. The 1937 

acruage in the commercial early States is expected to be about one-third 

larger than last year, in the intermediate States· about 7 percent larger, 

and in the surplus late States 6 percent greater. 

Reports receiv<.:d·from sweetpotato growers on·intontions to plant indi-

cate a slight decrease in acreage for 1937 from that harvested in 1936. The 

acreage is expected to be increased slightly in the areas that grow sweet­

potatoes for market, but doc~uases are indicated in the South Central States 

whore swoetpotatoes arc grovm largely as a food crop. 

The· corabined o.creage of important comourcial truck crops grown for 

market in 1937 probably will be slightly larger than in 1936. The largest 

acreage increases arc reported for cabbage ·and watermelons, while estimates 

of the 1937 onion acre;age s~1ows the greatest decline. Generally lower prices, 

largely resulting from seasonal declines and increasing supplies as crops 

recover from unfavor:::tble growing conditions, are indicated for the next few 

months. 

·It is likely, the Bureau pointed out, that the acreage of veg~tables 

contracted for canni:1g this year will show r..n increase over that of 1936, 

and prices po.id to producers will be slightly higher. Stoc~~~G of canned 

vegetables avo.ilable for tho remainder of the current marketing season are 

generally Sl"Jaller th~J.n the rolo.tively large supply available for the corre­

sponding period a year ago. Stocks carried over at th0 end of the present 

marketing soason probably will be smaller than a year earlier. 
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Inten.tion~to-plant rep-orts rocei ved from growers indi-cate that the 

·acreage of dry edible beans for harvest in .. l937 will be increased o.bout 11 

percent over the relatively small acreage harvested in 1936. This larger 

acreage, with average yields, however, would produce o. crop only slightly 

larger than tho rolat.ively sraall 1936 production. 

Tho 19.37 peanut o.creage is expected· to be increased 2 porcont over 

the record largo o.crcage harvested last year but, with average yields, this 

incrcas ed acreage would ·r osul t in a total puanut crop slightly under that 

produced in 1936. 

CITRUS FRUITS 

Oranges: P~~~e advances expect~~·- The supply of oranges available 
for shipm~mt during the spring months ic slightly soaller than average, and 
it is oxpoctcd that at loact tho usual seasonal rise will occur in prices of 
California Navels and Florida oranges. Prices of California Valencias o.re 
expected to start the soo.son at a relatively high level and probably will 
make raoro than the usual seasonal advance during the sural'!cr and "n.rly ., fall. 

Cool, wet weather in the California and Arizona citru3 belts during 
February wns particularly favorable to trees which h.:l.Ci been frozen, and the 
da1:1age now evident in oost areas is ouch less than would normally bo expected 
following the low tenporaturcs which occurred during January. 

Prior to tho freezes in January tho outlook was for excoptiono.lly largo 
production of o.ll oranges, with record crops i1~dicntod for Florida and Texas. 
Freeze danage reducud the crop of Californio. Navel ru1d oiscollo.neous varieties 
about 25 percent, however, which brought the toto.l of winter and spring varie­
ties down to o.bout .35 million boxes--only 2 uillion boxes above the 1931-35 
o.verage. Tho March 1 crop report indicatE:s so1:1o i4l.prove;;lent in the crop of 
California Valencia oranges, but the estinate of 14 nillion boxes is still 24 
percent less tho.n tLc crop of last year und 29 percent below the 1931-35 
average. Since this variet .. · constitut OS practically the entire supply of 
oranges during the suuner and early fall uonths, oranges will be ro.ther scarce 
during this period of 1937. 

Prices of California and Florida oranges at New York City for the 
current seo.son are compared in the accorJpnn.ying ch1rt with the 10-year oonthly 
average of adjusted prices. Tho prospective large crop of oranges resulted 

in below average prices early in the season. The freeze darJagc in January 
resulted in sharp price rises, especially for California ~Javols. After a .more 
accurate appraisal of the daoago bocane o.vo.ilable, however, prices of the 
California product docl~nod somcl but prices ot Florida oran€ea !:laved steadily 
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upward. With present supplies of oranges .for the spring slightly less than 
avorr.gc, priced of California Navels and Florida oranges are expected to cake 
at least t:~o UE:Ual seasonal advance during tne balance of the season, With 
the supply of Valencia oranges so very sr.lall, however, it is expected that 
the seasonal rise of Valencia prices will be oven greater than UD~nl. 

Gr~~fruit: More than .usual pr:ic_~:r:_i~e_p_roba~,..; , Grpaefruit prices 
have been at low levels thus far in the current marketing year, but sone io-

prover.JCnt will probably occur during the renaindcr of the season. An un­
usually large proportion of this year's record crop has been canned, and 
LJarketings as fresh fruit have been abnorno.lly heavy. The balance of the 
crop available for shipncnt during the rc;:1aining 1:1onths of the season now 
appears to be only slightly larger than that of a yo;:;,.r ago, and no greater 
thM the average quantity narketed after tho niddle of March during tho last 
5 years. 

The March l estinatc of tho 1936-37 crop of grapefruit was unchanged 
fron the February ostinate for Florida and Texas, the principal producing 
regions. Sonc inprov..;;".iOlJ.t wc:.s indicated for Californi.::t and Arizona, however, 
as the January freeze danag0 docs not now appear quite as extensive as it did 
on February 1 •. Tho March l ostinates are given in an acco1:1panying table with 
conpa.risons. 

Shipnents of Florida. grapefruit for the season through March 6 totaled 
15,732 cars, conparod with 11,233 cars to a corrusponding date a year ago, 
and 12,764 cars, the 19 34-36 average. Shipw:mts frou Texas totaled ll ,370 
cars for the season through M~rch 6, conpa.red with 5,389 cars for the corre­
sponding period last year,. and the 1934-36 average o:f 4,490 cars. 

The c cc:rJr.lpanying chart shows tho current season's prices of Florida 
grapofrui t nt Now York City, coL1pccrod with tho 10-yoar r1on thly average of ad­
justed prices. Tho oxtr0;:.uly large crop is responsible for the low level of 
prices this season. As is indicated by tho average curve, it is cu3touary 
for prices to rise during tho spring .and early suncor, Since the reuaining 
supplies arc not u.nu.cu.u.lly large, and in vi ow (.f tl:o present rolntivoly low 
level of prices, it setH:JS probable that r.1oro than tho usual season'J.l rise will 
occur this year. 

Looons: Crop cnallost since 19~·- Ler.10n prices are at a relatively 
high level at present, and :,re oxpoctod to 1:1a.kc a further r:;easono.l Q.dvancc 
during tho sunucr. Ler.1on prices usually follow an upward trond froo late 
spring to :::.. high point in July or August, experiencing sol".lo decline thereafter 
until the end of the narketing season in October. 

The March 1 estir1ate of citrus production indicates that tho lor1on crop 
in California was injurud by tho January freozo·to a greater extent thatn other 
citrus crops and sho•irs a reduction of 108,000 boxes fror:1 the February 1 csti1:1at• 
The present ·crop of 5,724,000 boxes is 29 percent below the 1931-35 average and 
the suall.est _crop since 1924• 



ORANGES AND G-RAPEFRUIT: WEIGHTED AUCTION PRICE AT 
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Citrus fruits: Production, nver~ge 1931-35; annual 1935 and 1936 1/ 
---------·----·--------------p-r-oductT0n2T 

Crop .,nd States 

Oranges: 
Winter .::md spring varieties 

Calif.,N~vels end misc ••.• : 
Fltt.., n.ll ................. : 
Five other States •••.....• : 

Average 
1931-35 

1,000 boxes 
J. 93.:-:::.5-::----­-·l·,·ooo boxes 

1936 
1 1000 boxes 

15,216 14,469 111648 
16,824 18,000 211200 

--~1~·~0~3~6----~~1~2~3~4~---~72,? __ 1 5~------
'I'o t o.l ••••.•..•...••....• : ___ 3=-3::....z....0:...:7_;:6:.__ ___ 3_3_._7-'0;.....3___ ~~~'- 203 

Summer :::nd early fall 
vurieties 

C~.lif,, Valencias ••••••.•• : ___ ____;.1~, 99.:::3 _____ ___::1:..::8..L.,.:::..5?Q_ _______ ~_JOO __ _ 
Tot2..l 7 Stc.tes •...••.... : 53,069 52,283 49,1_Q.3 ______ _ 

Gr::tpefrui t: 
Fla., all ••...•••....•.••... ~ 11 1 997 11,500 17 ~00 ___ _ 

Seedless •....•...........• : 4,000 5,700 
Other •••••.••....•..•..... : ____ ---______ ? 1500 11, 800 

Tex ......................... : 2,097 2,267 6,790 
Co..l if. . ..................... : 1,786 2,741 1,3S3 
Ariz. . ...................... : 961 .. 1' 809 _____ __L 200:_' --

Tota.l 4 States ...•.......• : __ .;::1.:::..6,841 18,3Q8 ~6.=->-,8=-43=---
Lemons: 

C2-lif. . ..................... : 8,018 7 '787 

Net weight of contents of boxes v:::.rios. In Cnlifornia :md Ariz one.. the 
npproximo.te \'Verage for oranges is 70 pounds, net, and grapefruit 60 pounds; 
in Florid:·, n.nd other St£>.tvs orr.mges 90 pounds, nnd gro.pefrui t 80 poU-TJ.ds; 
Californic.. lemons a.bout 76 pou:ads, net. 
1/ Estim.::.:.te o..s of March 1, 1937. 
?:.1 :Rel.~'.tes to crop of bloom of yeo..r shown; picking beginning November 1 in 

CD.lifornit'\. and SoptGmbcr 1 in other Stp.tes. 

Citrus fruits: Weighted o.ver:--.ge price per box at New York ond ChiCC160, 
specified periods 

---------
_ ___:Ae.Y.._c_p:tg_e _w~~k en::d~_<i_ ___ ~ver_Q£_~'l!_ont:t::L_C2_f_ 

Market and crop :Mar.l3, :Fob.l3, :1hr.l4, Feb. Feb. 
-------------------------~=~1~9~3~7--~:~179~3~7--~:~1~9~36 1937 19~3~6:__ __ _ 

:Doll.::.~ Dollrrs Do11:~rs Do11::.rs Do11::rs 
New York City: 

Or.::-.nges - Calif. navels . 4.02 4.66 3.01 4.21 3.21 ..... 
Fla. .............. : 3.72 :3.26 2.97 3.42 3.05 

Grapofrui t - J!'la. . ........... 2.29 2.02 2.42 1.98 2.56 
Lemons - Calif. . ............. 5.42 6.37 6.43 5,89 4.62 

Chico.go: 
Oranges - Calif. Navels . 3.89 3.99 3.10 4.00 3,21 ..... 

Fla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.84 3.23 2.93 3.45 3.21 
Grapefruit - Flr: .• . ........... 2.21 1.99 2.73 1.86 2.40 

Tex. ....... ' ... 2.05 1.95 2,61 1.86 2.66 
Lemons - Cnlif. . ............. 5.58 5.78 5.14 5.84 4.89 
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STRAWBERRIES . 

Production of strawberries in the early group of StEJ.te;; is 
expected. to be 21 percent greater th~ in 1936, but only 2 percent 
above the 1928-32 average. Improvement in consumer purchasing power 
probably will not fully offset the price-depressing influence of these 
larger supplies, .ind. it is ·likely that' prices of the early stock 7<ill 
average below the ~elati,vely high prices of last season. 

A ·larger production than le.st year is forecast for e?.9h of the 
early States. With the exceptio:p. of Louisiana, the increase. is le.rgely 
due to much higher yields. In Louisiana, however, yield.£". this year 
are expected to be less than those of ayear ago, but an ip.crease in 
prorluction is indicated by the rather large increase in a~reage •. 

Straw1)erry n.creage in the second e8.rly group of States is 
indicated. to be about 10 percent less than that of a year ago, and. 
24 y;ercent below tiw 1928-32 8.-rer&J.ge. In the Intermediate Strtes the 
1937 acreage is expected to be about 2.5 percent less than t.hat .. of last 
year and. 12 percent below the 1928-32 average. In spite of these 
reductions in acrep..ge, however, average yields would produce larger 
crops in both of these groups of States than were raised. last year. An 
increase of 9 percent over last year's acreage and. 25 percent above the 
1928-32 average is indicated for the late States. Yields in the late 
States were slightly above average last year, but if only average yields 
arc obtained this year, production will exceed that of 1936 and will be 
considerably above the 1928-32 averc;.ge. 

Carlot shipments of Florida. straw·berries were about twice as 
heavy for the season through March 13 this year as they were for the 
correspon<iing period. of last year. In Jonu.iry and Febro_ary prices of 
]'lorid.a strawberries were lower than those of a yuar earlier. Frost 
damage in late February throughout the important southern producing areas 
delayed production, however, and a temporary shortage of supplies developed 
in early l,~arch. Consequently, prices o.dvanct.d sharply, a.nd. though declines 
occurred in the ::;econd week of March they wore still hit:;her than a month 
earlier or o. year earlier. Mov0ment in volume from Louisiana is exnected 
toward the end of March ond prices o.re e:-::pocted to mo.ke at least th~ usual 
seasono.l d.ecline during the next 2 months. 

Stocks of frozen strawberries were 9,628,000 p0~2d.s on M.~rch 1, 1937, 
compared with 10,399,000 pounds a month eu.rlier. 
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Stro.wb errie s: Acreage and production, a-verage 1928-32, 1936 and 1937 

Second Early ..... 54,460 45,960 41,550 3,219 2,205 
Intermediate .... 4?,760 43,160 42,130 2,868 1,951 
Late . 46,280 53,100 57,800 3,096 3,804 • • • • • • • • • .. • M 

·-·---·-· ,. __ ----· ··---------- --- --····-Total 
all States ._ ••.• : 185' 950 171,520 173,830 1]:._,.620 lQ_,_9lQ_ _____ - --

Strawberr:!.es: L.c.l. price per quart, Now York and.Ohicaco, SJ)Ocified periods 

Market 

Cents Cents ·--·- -----
Now York City 

Florida 32 26 
Chicago 

Florida 33 25 
Lauisiana ~r) 

·-----------·-·--··--
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PQTA'rOES 

rrhe United States acreage of potatoes,·:i,Iltended for harvest in 
Hl37, is indicated to be about 6 percent 1arg9i· than that harvested in 
1036. On t1:e basis of these prospective increas~d plantings and if 
yields sho'.l:l c1 be av·n·s.gc, the United states produlCt ion of potatoes in 
1037 would total abo1,1t :l65 million bushels.. A crop, 9f. th~s. size would 
be about 35 million bushels (or.ll percent} rnore- ~han. tho. relutively 
small crop produced tn 1936 and_probably wquld r~~~t. in. prices and 
incomus to grov1ers somewhat lower than those being received for the 
1936 crop, but subst?.ntially hj_gher than what grcwe:r~. h.avo. :recej_yucl in 
other rocont years. . . . . .. 

On a regional basis, the l!rospect is for sharply increased. 
plantinc~s in nearly ~11 of thc;.pon:rrn\)rC~13l:.f:'Jarly and i:p.tormc;diate .. 
Stater-J. T::.e· ind:Lcat(;Jd. planted acreage in tho CO:mrTier9i8). early statC:s 
is about one .. third largo:r. than :that harvested in :)..936, whereas the 
intenU.od o.crcr.lgc in :tho commercial intorr:,e¢liate Stf-l,tes :"t· only 7 per­
cent larger. 'J:he March intentions reports indj.Cflte increases of about 
6 :porcent ;i.n the 18 surplu::r producing lato;-pot&to Stc:tiJ.s., but about 
the so.me aorec.go ~ ... s. wo.s harvostod in 1936.; ~n tho 12 othe;r late stctos • 

. On i;he basis of the ind icatod incrco.ses in ·:;he p1nnto~ acreages 
in t:w cormnercicl o·.:.1·ly c_·.d tntrsrmudioto Stntus, end if yields are 
eq_ual to the o.vernrce of l'GCLnt years, a 1crgor product~on "f new 
potatoes will be c.vuilable for market t:1is scn.son then was nvcil'Jble 
in tho firs-: )1:;..lf of 1036. Offsottinr: this lnrgd crop of ne11 potatoes, 
hov;revor, is vno much slDLlller supply -Jf "ld potatoc.:s ronrJ.ining to be 
m'J.rkot r;(l • 

.L~nrlwt and shipping-point prices of old poto.top.s declined 
slightly during the last month ui1der pressure of relc.t.i v-oly heavy 
mo.rkotin;0s. On the othur hand, prices of n(:;-w potntoes advc.ncod. 
The Uni tod ,.Jtntos avero.go price rocuivod by fo.rrrers o.dvo.nced from 
$1.22 per 'I:J JShe1 c.m Jrmu..xy 15 tn f;L30 on Februc.ry .15. On the latter 
d0.to, it v.-n.s 62 cents o.bove the avorago pr l.co of the same do.te in 
1936. 



Fotntoes: Acreage and prod'.wtion, avera:ge 1928-32, annual 1934-37 

·-··---------------· ---·--·--·--··-----------··· ··-------·--· 
Grouyl :AVGrage l93t.!: 1935 l93G : I nte:J.<led 

______ :19?8-32 _ __:_ _____ : _______ : _______ : __ J.93] ___ ----
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Acre11ge! acres acres acres acres acres 
Early: 

•rotal .................. 
Conmlercial •••••...• : 
r\ , ' 
J G~lGT • • •. • •••• • •• • •! 

Intermedj.ate: 

--
300.0 431.0 

-r56.4 156,0 
233.6 275.0 

-- --- ---
417.0 390.0 426.0 
132.4 134.6 l79 .4 --·-·-· 

284.6 255.4 246.6 

~['otoJ .................. : 340.0 333.0 322.0 302.0 311.0 
Commercial ••..••.•• : ""143. 4---14i:2 ---i 21 ~2~-· 118. o"'-r26"J)"'"""-- -· 
Other •••••••••••.•• ; 196.6 191.8 200.8 184.0 184.5 

18 SUr})1UG Late Ste.tes: 
Tot nl ••••••••••••••••• : _2 t.!-~)-~ ~-~"~ ___ 2_.,'-3-~ 5 • .Q__s_3_Q. '5 • 9. __ 1-<-,_,9 6 7 • 0 

3 Eastern • • • • • • • • • • . 620 .o 666 .o 637.0 579.0 
5 Central •••••.••••• :1,055.0 1,156.0 1,136.0 907.0 

10 Western ••..•••••• : 521.0 533.0 532.0 481 "0 

2, qg~~-o ... --·-·· 
608.0 
971.0 
52."1.0 

12 Other I,aLe :::; :,ates: 
Total ••••...••••••• : 401.0 

30 Latr::; States Corr;btned ... :2,59?.e 
37 Lato A.i:ld Intermediute 

478.0 
2,802.0 

497.0 
2,802.0 

309.0 402.0 
2, 366 .o 2,495 .o 

States ••••••••••••.•.• :2,937 .o __ _2J-_?_6_.:..;o'--__ 3_z....,l..:..:?_,4-_.=-)'--___;2, 6~0 2 ~80 ~._9 ______ . 

U. S. 'J'otal •••••..• :3,327.0 3,597.0 3,541.0 3,058,0 3,232.0 

~----------------------------------------------------
. 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Product ion: 
: l,')OO 
:bushels 

1,000 
bushels bus'cJ.e1s busheJs bushels 

Early: 

Tot:ll ••·····•·········=--~3~2~,~7~1~7----~~~6~,~6~5~1 __ __ 3~.J..799 __ 2 G, J.oo _________ _ 
Conrrnercial •••••••.• : 16,788 19,274 14,035 13,292 
Other •••••••••••••• : 15,929 17,377 19,764 12,808 

Intormeclio.te: 
Total ••••.••••••••••.. : 39,212 32, 279 34,9-10 

Cormnercj '11 ••••••••• :·- 22 ,5-~2o-,o-:3o --··18 ,411 
Other •••••••••••••• : 16,625 12,214 16,529 

18 SUTJ!lUS L8te S tr1·:,s s: 
'.rotal .................. " _?.60 ,473 291,811 271 !020 

3 Eastern ........... 96,673 l26-;'"'i"41 -· 91,?66 
5 Contrql ........... 90,081 9(),01'7 96,783 

10 Western •••••••••• t 73,?19 ~~! ,153 82,~71 

12 Other Latr-3 Stutes: 
Total .................. 39 '71~') ~5, :3u~~ 46,621 

30 Late ~3tatr.)s combinocl ••• : ZfJO ,1fJG 337,1'1~ 317 ,c,n 
37 Late and ,: ~· t ·.:rmccJ. ~.c1te 

States ................. 33<J,308 360 ,454_ 352!581 

u. s. Total . 372,115 406,105 380,380 • • • • • • I • I 

26,187 
16 '518 

240 7254 
96,668 
64,67(') 
78,916 

37,456 
277,710 

303,897 

329,99'7 

. .... ~- -- --- -- . .. .. 
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Potatoes: Torm:l.na.1 market J. rices per 100~pound sack, specified weeks 

:Russet Burb~~s, week endii:i"g : 
:Mar. 14, : :E eb. 13, : Mar. 13, : 

Other varieties,week ending_ 
Terminal Mar. 14, :Feb. 13, Mar. 13, 

1936 1937 1937 193.6 1937 1937 
Dol. Dol. Dol-.--------------=~~..;--_;_....;:.~;_ __ :._...::.:::.;..::.____::.__.=..:..:;:::.-~-=.:...:..=--__:_----=::-:-: 

Dol. DoL. Dol, 
Old crop -

New York City l.c.l. 
Chicago carlot .•.•.. : 

New crop -
New York City l.c.l. 
Chicago I. c .I. ....... 

y Carlot price. 

2.32 
1.78 3.53 3.48 

. --.--

1.74 2.60 2.50 
1 .. 54 2.85 2.71 

2.90 3 .• 54 3.88 
4.00 4.05 1/ 4.36 

Potatoes: Shipping p~int prices, spe-cified r,·e0'k3 

F.o.b. per 100-pound sack, . Cash to grower, bulk per . 
Terminal week ending : 100 pounds, week ending 

:Mar. 14, Feb. 13, Ear. 13, :Mar. 14,:Feb. 13, Mar. 
1936 193? lg3? 1936 193? l<J37 
Dol. lic-1. Dol. :LJol. Dol. Dol. 

Old CrOJ! -
Presque I.3le, 1:e. ... 1.34 1,96 1.86 1.17 1.78 1.68 
Rocheste1·, _:;j. '{. ..... l/1.18 2.23 2.10 .85 1.97 1.73 
Grand Re. ~)j ds , Ivlich. : 1.16 2.26 2.03 .82 2.00 1.68 
Waupacr:, ~.7is. ......... 1.03 2.21 2.04 .?6 1.91 1.78 
Idaho Falls, Id.aho ... 1.0-± 2.80 2.67 .85 2.46 2.41 

Now crop -
Florida. East C·:J8.St .. 2.63 2.P0 3.29 

Y Commercial pr-:1.ce. 

13, 
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Reports r¢cf3iV.Gd fr(,f~i grower·s ciri intontfons to 9ro.nt sweet-potatoes 
indiC'lte R sHght decrease in tl:.e UriUed Str.'.tes acren.ge. for 193? f'ror:J. that 
harvestecl in 1936. The acreage is expected to be increascc~ sligl1tly in tne 
are'l.s that· {;TOVJ swcE)t~otntoes for market, whereas decreases are :indicated in 
the South CentrC'.l Sb.tes where sweetpotatocs are gvo~m ~argely as ::1. food crop. 

';lith avcre.Ge yi()lds, tho production fror:: tho sualler 1937 United Stetes 
acrea:";e ..-rould toto.l about 71 million bushels. Such o. c;ro-p Y/ou1d still be 11 
percent nore than tho 1936 production and A.bout 7 percent more than tho 1928..,32 
avcrat;c crop·. This lo:rgor crop, together with a larger lo.tc .Irish-"?otato 9rop 
in' pros:pect, · ...-rould ros·ul t in s·omevrhat lower prices of sweetpota..to.es. in 1937, 
corxpared with .prices beinG recei. ve~. for the. cuxrent .. (1936-37) r:;,arkotinc; season. 

Tho United Sto.tes price received by producers on February 15 averat;;ed 
93.9 cents per bushel, or 6 cents above the aver8go for a month e8rlier, 24 
cents r"igher than the avor<>,t;o for FebrU?.ry 15, 1936, and the highest -price for 
this r:1onth since 1930. The Rverage for the 1936-37 season is estimated tentll­
ti vel;r at 94 cents T,Jer bushel, a~:ainst 70.4 cents for the 1935-3.3 crop and. the 
highest sco.son avera,;e since 1930-01. 

Srwctpotatoes: Acroat;c ;1ar',;ested and production, avcrar::e 1928-3:::;, 
annual 19 34- 37. 

Groups of States Ave:tage 1934 ~935 . 1936 Intended 
1928-32 : 193? 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
acres acres 9_C~'CS acres Q,_Cres 

AcrGa..::e harv~_)ted: 
4 C<:::!tr.ql Atlar)_tic 1_/ .. : G6 66 70 08 69 
4 Lo~or Atlantic~····: ~56 311 315 262 2G3 
8 So~th Ce~tral 3 ••... : 414 538 538 451 4:31 
6 other States :d ...... ! 38 .;3 /~6 41 44 

Tot21 . 771 958 909 822 807 . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

bushels pushels bushels bus:1els 
Production: 

4 Ccntra.l Atlantic ]J •• : 8,205 7,850 8,481 8,876 
4 Lower Atlantic?) •..• : 20,676 25,420 27,698 20,270 
8 South Cen ~: rr-tl ';2/ . ..•• : 33,793 41, 0 '::3 43,037 31,779 
6 oUwr Sk~tes 11 . 3 694 _____ 3,_119 3 912 3,219 . . . . . . 

Total . 66,368 77' •182 83,128 6·1, 144 . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

1./ Nov1 Jersey, Deli'.Vlare, l.brylnnd, and Vircinia. 
?) l-fvrt:1 Carolina, South Carolina, Georcia, and Florida. 
Q} Ke:nt,~cky, Tennessee, Aln't,r>na, JHss issi "!pi, .Arkttns;ls, Louisiana, Oklahor:-:a, 
and Texas. 
'1/ Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Misc;ouri, Z:ansas, and Crtlifornia. 
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TRUCK :CROPS · 

Preliminary estiraQ.tes of :planted acreae;es .of early ve>;otables ru:d 
· c-roYters 1 intentions to ulant some interr:cediate and late crops incUcate a con-
b - . -

bi ned acrea{;e for 16 col"!lr.',ercial truck crops ,<;rown for rJarket of a bout 4 percent 
greater than in 1936 and about 22 percent greater than the 5-year (1928-32) 
avorac;e. .A large. mJIJ..ber of crops sl1ow increased acrE:a0:es, v-ri th the sreatost 
increases ropo1·teJ. for c~bb.n.ge and w~termelons. InC.ic.~tions of the onion 
acre::.::;e shows the srontest docrease •.. .Acreacse in:'.ic?.tl.ons for asparagus, e'"'rly 
beets, -_:Je<?.s D.nd lettuce show only slight declines. 

Vii th few exce:'!tions connercial truck crOJJS vJere selling at higher prices 
t~e fi.rst h2lf. of Hnrch th::~.n a Lonth erJ.rlier or during a co:rres"?onding ~9eriod a 
yc::tr c:.go. Recent favorable growinG con_c~i tions and pron:oects of increased JJro­
dclCtion in those nretls w},ere crops were replanted or rc·tarC',ed by freeze dc:u:1af.e, 
however, iD.:l.icato incr.:Jn.sint ;;1l:J?:plies of tr•lck crops durins the next nonth or 
six weeks. 

Gener."lly ,_ower ·prices, lar;~:oly res,l.l tin~ froEt seasonnl declines and 
recovery of crops fro~ unfavor~ble srowinc conditions, are indicatGd for the 
next fc'<'l sunths. 

Asuaragus: Asrr:.'l:·e c..bout sm.1e 3S in 1936. The 1937 as:'Jar:c;':70.S acrea.;·e 
for n~.rkot anc," canning and for manufact,J.re is indic~ted to be about 1 percent 
less th:m the ar:re.<.~ge cut in 1930. The total ac:c"eace reported in California is 
nbout tho sa;:,e as the t,_,t~.,_l '"::reace harvested l~st ye~r. The acre::tce in South 
Carolina and Georgia this year has been reduce(!, sli<~~'tly. .AcreaGe for cutting 
ia the late Stntes shovrs little cha:tre fron 192~ 3 •. Er.rch 1 condi tio:"ls in.c,icate a 
total production in the early States 2 uercent sDallcr thn:::-1 last Jear 1 s total 
productic1n. 

Because of the lHte:J.css of tho California crop occasiuned by unfavorable 
weq:thcr condit:ions, early season su~"?lies this year have "been licht anC. prices 
relatively high. Shi-p~.:onts fron Califorr"i!l, which sup1Jlies a major -part of 
tho enrly crop, are cxpocteC!. t<> reGch a :pe'llc in early April. 

Stocks of cannc-i c:.sparnc·~us pva:i.l~,ble on J:>c::J.uary 1 were about 50 perce::1t 
largvr thu.:1 a ~·ear en.rlier, which, toc:ether vtith sarly price.3 'Jf fresh asparngus 
averacinr hiE;·her than lrtst yeG.r, indicates that nore of the California crop 
lfill be ;;;arkoted fresh ~!-"an last year. On the other :1and it is indicr-tted that 
canners and q,J.ick freezers will tol{e lar:s-e:r ar:1ou.'1ts of the crop in Eastern States 
this ~'ear. 

Cnulj_flowe!:_: S::<21l<n' s:u-p"Jl,'L• The prJs-pects arc for a snaller supyly of 
sprinr" crop cac:.liflower t~1an ::.n 1936. .Also, nrices are likel;'f/ to continue at 
hl.::;he~ leYels than a year a[o. Production in. C::tlifornia, pr:lctically the only 
source of cm"91:)ly clurin,~· the s1Jrinc ~:onths, is incUc::teC. to be 13 percent scaller 
than last ~rear's production. 
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Q{lJbo.Pe: Pro::::~;;~_tlve .rris:_u..§__lgwer. An incroe:,·e of 5 per'ce:Lt in the 
total acrc::tLe pla~1ted or to JG planted. to cabba~'SC for the 1937 crop rnarketine. 
year is indicn.ted b;y preliDinary re:9orts of acreag,es plantect in the fall, early 
and seconc~ en.rly croup of States, and by growers 1 intentions to plaht reports 
in interneuiato nncl J.ate States. Thbse increased plantincs, With averac;e 
yields, ;:ould result in a lnr,r,;er cabbarze crop in each o.f the areas than.vras 
hP..rvestod lo.st soo.so~1.~ Prices received by farmers, therefore, r!lay be expected 
to averac~e below those in 1936 throuc.'l"wut ndst of 1937. 

Frou a lov1 point reached durinc the third week in Jnnuary, :prices of 
Early Dor:1ostie; cabbaje, VTi th a few r:dnor. recessions, have .shown a slight 
Ul;_wrard trend. Prices durin,_: the .second v;eek in ~.1o.rch v1ere a little above 
those of a year a[o. Durin{ the 1936 J;1arketine; scasun cabbage prices J;"eached 
a lov1 poirt in Earch, rose slichtly in April, declined acain in i;fay and then 
aivanr.ed to unusU/3.lly hich levels during the sunr::er. Present prospects in­
dicate fOnorally lower prices this season. 

Oni~: Sraall_er su-oPli es ~ikely. Prelioinary reports on the plan ted 
RCre1._:;e in the early ~Toup of States and growers 1 intentions to olant in the 
internodiate and. late croup of St:=1.tes i nd.icatc a to tal 19::3? onion acreace in 
t~1o· United. States of ilb'mt 94,130 acres con:pn.red with 109, <±80 acres in 1936 and 
a 5-,year avern,:::e (1928-32) of 84,430 e.cres. If these snaller acreac;es are 
planted. and :.werA.<-:;o :fields :per acre are obtt:1in''~"'-. smaller ,-;up-plies of oni.ons 
throu,:;hout uost of the 193? se.<?son would be produced and :~;rC>wers would receive 
rene rally hichcr prices than those vrhich prevailed durinc the nnrketin~r.: ye.:--r, 
1936-37. 

Prices of late 1936 crop onions n•:'.vanced n~teriall:f C.urin .. 3 the neriod 
fro~J late Janu:::.ry to the third ;:eek in February. ?rices ::~eclinel slichtly 
from the F'::l'oruary peal: anr~ rt::::lained fairly ste:1dy c1 'J.:."i n,~: t~1e first half of 
Harch. Present pris~s of old stock are above tr.ose of a yoer aco, rrhen the 
r:.ar~:et cteclir.ed C',urin.~ the closinc; v;eeks of t:1e marketing season, and t:1ey are 
eJC9ectcd tc cor.t inuc !.d::hcr than last yeor. 

A rccn:r-"~ crop of onior.s wn 3 prot'luced in the early States in tl1.e spring 
of 193G, and prices were extrenely low. Thir year, with prospects for a 
sDaller crop of Eerr.:u.la type ontons, with J..q.te cror~ onioris sell in:; at higher 
prices than in 1936, and with generally tr:rpruved iem.<:tnd conditions, it is 
probable that tLe price of the early crop will averr~:..:e consiC',erably hi,::hor thar 
last ycnr. 

Tonat-;~: Probo.bl~ larr;er acrear.;e. Tl:e preliminary estimate of tomato 
acrea~e for the second section of tLe Early :::.rou-p of States showt a clecrease of 
15 percent belorr last ;rear's acrear~e. The conbincd estir;Jated at.-rea_se of fall, 
first and second sections of the earl;f c;roup, however, is greater than the 
acrea~e planted in 1936. It is probable that the total 11.Creace planted to 
tor:ntoes in the balance of the Ur.ited St::1.tes this ~'ear will be greater than 
that })lanted last senson. The trend of :oroduction and consur.1ptio:1 of tonatoes 
has been upward in recent years. 
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Recent prices "'ere higher ti1.an a month earlier but lo7er than a year 
Flgo. Prices ma.y be exp~,cted to improve sJ:i(.<;htly dm·ing the next month and 
then to decline seasonally d,rrinc May .and Ju .. 11e; 

Tote.l Cf'!.rlot shipmH1~;s and imports to March 13 this year ;~Tere abo1.1.t 
26 percent greater than u~) to a corresponding date a year ago. Florida 
sllinments were B6 percant greater; i.mports from Cu,ba -vere about the same 
as last season wi1ile imports from Mexico 77ere smaller. 

Watermelons: Acrea12:e smaller ~anticipated. Watermelon p·,,-,.=.rs 
in the early and second early States report that they intend to increase the 
acreage planted to ·.'l'a.termelons by about 6 percent over that harvested in 
1936. In view of the relatively high prices received for the 1936 crop, this 
incre<:~s·a is smaller than ""wuld normally b"J ex:oected and may be acco1.mted for 
by the improved prospects for other crops that compete for the land. 

1Jn the basis of ··'resent acreage indications, a.nd wi ::)1 yields equal 
to the ave:cage of the last five years - 212 melons }')er acre, the 1937 crater­
melon prod<lction in these areas combinod "'O<J.ld be about the se.me as that 
harvested in 1936. Yields per acre of -;ratermelons, ho·Hever, have been de­
clining during the h~st decade or mor4. For the t-:vo ,'7ou:ps reported, yields 
averaged 212 melons per acx·e du.ri!l.g the 5-year 1932-3o period, ·7hereas d<J.ring 
the period 1927-31 the: arerc: ~ed 303 melons. If th<, Jo·· r-a.cre yield should 
be, somB-:vhere bet·.veen tile averages for the last t·:ro 5-year periods, therefore, 
the 1937 crop would exceed tL1e 1936 crop. The smaller supply, -:-rith im­
proved demand conclitions du.rins the 1937 mark~::;ting season, -:vould resnlt in 
considerably hio1er prices th<;.n those receiv-:;d in 1':136, but th~ larger crop 
7JO'l~ld mean lower prices for 1937 th<:m were received in. 1936. 

Tp~ck Crops for Ca,:.'lning or Manu.f<~cture 

Stocl:s of canne(l vegetables available for the remainder of the cur­
rent marketin.; season are L.;enera1lv smaller than the relatively large su:p­
:n1y available for th·- corre~11)ondin.g period a year a.:;o. March 1 stocks of 
canned peas and canned corn -vere 25 't'ercent and 37 percent, res~ective1y, 
belOiT those o.!:' a year earliEr. FE>bruar;r 1 stocks of cannod snap beans and 
tomatoes crere about r.o :nerceLlt and 10 :nercent le~s t:t->an holdin<;s ['.t tne same 
tlme last SE·ason. On the otner hand, Jan;wry 1 stocks of Elsparar~lls -:vere 
about 50 perce.et ereater than those of a year Parlier, and stocks of ·beets 
and spinach ';'\l'ere about 7 pc,rcbnt and 19 percent higher. 

Eeca.us•.> t"!f the smaller total sU,P.:PlY of nearly all these vegetables 
availa.ble for the entire c·:n-rer.t (1936-:H) marketin.:: sbason, shipments and 
consumption ti:lis season to date have been at u. sll'l·':'er rate than in the :nre­
vious year aM_ may be expectc,d to continue so c:-,.ring the remainder of the 
marketing T'eriod. Carry-over stocks at thE e:nd of the CU''1·c:1t marke-ting 
season a.lso probabl '' will be smaller than a year earlier. This situation 
has tended to strengthen priceG of ~anned vegetables generally. It is likely, 
therefore, that slight incroases in acree.ge of vegetables for eanning will 
be contracted for in 1937 at prices to producers ~lightly higher tl~ those 
paid in 1936. 
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Acreage expansion is a.l:read~r indicated for spinach and green peas. 
Tlw Oahi'o:cniD Ei.Crec.ge of spinach for canning is estimated at 13,170 acres 
for 1937, age.inst 12,970 acrc::s in 1936. Proclu~tion is indicated to be 
about 46,10.0· tons, comp11-rel.'L with 41,500 tons a year ago. 

intEmd 
1936. 
areas, 

With ro--;ard to green peas, the early reports indicate that grov:rers 
to incree.se th·., 1937 acreage by 2. 3 percent over that planted in 
The <;xpansion is expected to be; general. throughout all producing· 
with the largest increases occurring in the far-·.vestern States. 

'l'he total acreage and production of" asparagus for market an·:'L canning 
in California, the principal asparagus-canning State, is indicated to be 
slightly less than a year ago. This smal10r crop, together ivith early 
market prices for fresh asparagus averagin~ higher than last season, is 
expected to result in a smaller canned-asparagus pack this season. 
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Tr11cL: ~Y'O')S: Acreage a.nd Jlroduction, av 1;ragG 1928-32, annual 193fJ and 1937 

Commodity 
· and. cro11:1J 

. ____ __., __ rocl.:uction _____ , __ 
: 1937 

. . ' 

: ( Indi­
:catotil_ 

Acree Acres ~2.: : 

l/ ' i~-1 '000 
.,. 

A s-para.gus 
Early . 74, r550 79.900 78,760: crates: 7,249 7,925 7.771 ......... '. 
I,ato ........ ' .. : ~ .• ..5.30 27.360 27,500: II·. . 2 011' ?.043 '. Total 2 groups: ·jC; '080 101,260 106,260: II g,260 10,968 

E8ans, Sn0.p 1,000 : 
]'all . 12,000 14.900 2l,OOO:bushe1s: 1,013 1,295 1,9sc . . . . . . . . ~ . . . 
Eorly (1) . :2, 66o 30,000 30,000: II ·936: . ·l;BGO 1, 0 5::'1 0 0 •••• , 

'l'otsJ. 2 groups: 21,660 41+, goo. "il,OOO: II 1 ·,·949 3,-095 3,q-)6 
BC:E1t s : .. 

Ee.r1y •• 0 •• 0 •••• f 4, 710 7,400 5, 6oo: II ·g) ?;:o : 2/ 1,036 86S •C.. .,.1./ _::., 

Cabbage 
li'EJ,lJ. . tHO 1,)20 2,:500': tons : r;,300 9,500 22,200 •••• 0 ••••• ,. 

Early . 37,560 57,100 58,000: II :g./ 211,.000 2/ 307,300 327,9Cll • I 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 f 

Second early ... ' 13,B10 13,300 19,400: II : ?:../ 150,700 ?,/ 92,100 
In t<:rmedio.te ... ' 25,220 32,510 3./33,180: II 157 '706" l6o,4oo ; 

Late ........... : 11 '750 J)! .030 )/30,100: II :2/ sn, 6oo 1=119.800 .. 
Total . . . . . . . . : 1l~g ' 1 t:jl) ns-;, s6o l93,4SCJ: II :'2L1,o26,goo 2L1,o89,1oo 

C.J.rrots : 1,000 : 
Fall •••••••• 0 ••• 5,230 7,100 10,400:bushGls: 1,830 3.337 4, 576 
Early . c;. 46o 11,000 6,300: II ·2L J.,s4o 2L 1,811 1.1~~ , ••••••••• t 

'r('Jtal 2 grouna: n, 14o lS ,100 19,200: II 3.610 5,214 6,109 
Ca'i.:tl iflo·<'ver 1' n J 

Fa.ll and winter.: 7,990 8,800 9.150: crates: 2,261 1,952 2,356 
ECJ.rly . :3, (;~o e;, 6so 1.900: II 2,235 2,491 2,1~3 ' .......... 

Total 2 gr01XpS! 16,620 17,450 11,650: II 4,l.r96 4 443 4, l.rsg 
:celery 

Fall and. '.'lin ~;r r : 7,130 :),050 11' 500: II 1,240 1,538 ~/1, 84o 
Early . 7' 620 6,900 10,050: II 2,533 2,538 2,501 . . . . . . . . . . . 
So<:!ond early . J ,000 1,900 1,100: II s~o 969 . . . . 

Total 3 p.;r ou:n s : _;lS_,_!~OO 19,850 2-2.250: II 4, 361 5,045 
Cucumbers . : 1,000 . . . 

Fall ............ 1,160 1,600 l,600:bushc1s: 93 J.60 96 
E fi:e.IJ l<'·.n t : 

Fall ............. 1,170 980 1,350: II 210 133 245 
Lettuce : J.,ono : 

:F~arly . 49, 71.ro 36,010 35,250: crates: 5,821 gj 4, 793 5.037 . . . . . . . . . . . 
&nions : : 1,000 . . 

:F:I11'1y 
o 0 0 0 o eo o 0. I 23,06o 3h,970 2~-. 200: sac>:-s :?_/ 2,)03 ?:./ 3,302 

Intcrm8diate . 8,330 20,400 3../17, 200: II : ?:.! l, ::;37 2,209 
Late ............ ~'i,040 54,110 -~L52, no: II :2L c;, 602 ll,Sll 

Tot11.1 ......... ~4,430 l09,48Q gl.l,1j0: II :2L l3,Z41 2/ 11.322 
PcD.s : 1,000 : 

Early . 6,470 16,4oo 16,200 :bushels: 4)8 1,300 929 . . . . . . . . . . . 

Continued -
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Truck cro:t)S; J,r:ruago o.nd production, average 1928-32, annual 1936 and 1937--Cont'd 

-------------------,...-----· 
Production : _______ AcreE:E._e::..----- ____ _ 

: /1Vero.ge: 1937 Aver ago --:~ --~9~-;-1 
---------------~;1_9_2_8_-_3_2~~ __ ~ __ 93_6~ __ C_Pr_e_l_._)~~-u_n_i_t __ ~_1_92_8_-_3_2 __ ~ __ 19_3_6 ____ ~~n~~m~: 

Cor.uodi ty 
and group 

Acres :A.ores 

Poppers, green 1,000 
Fall ••..•.••.•• : 2,010 2,400 J,600:bushols: 406 350 640 
Early (winter) •• :.'2f,l,'-"'3=2_0 __ 6oo 3-LC?O~: " :5} __ 8.].E:__ __ ~_.'2_? ______ 6.6._o_ 

Total 2 groups:_j.-.t2)0 3,000 6,609_: " l 1 2Lf0 . .J~82 ·-~~00 
Spino.ch 

Fall ••••••••••• : 2,940 2,900 2.600: fl 

Early •••••••••• :_lQ '.~. 51,450 62,000: 
To tal 2 groups : .2l.!..?:....0_0_5""-4~, 3:s:o~_-_6.;..;;)~t'...::.6_;,.0..;..0: 

" 
II 

Tonatoos : 
Fall •••••..•••• : 4,010 7,300 11,700: II 256 584 444 
MX 1 Y ( l ) • • • • • • • 10 1 9 9 0 ll t Q 00 1 9 f 2 0 0 ; II : 1,218 990 1,632 

: __ 2, 06lt _____ 2 ~- §.36 ____ ._.:.:.::_ 
.2 J .538 ~--_lu 2l 0 

Early (2) •••••• :~,88~~2~~___3-~00: 
Total 3 groups:_Jg_J330 .'23t.500 60,900: " 

Waternelons 1,000 
Early ••••••••••= Lf1,460 23,500 l/27,000: nolens: l5r202 8,942 
Second early ••• :151,230 169,_200~_76,~00: n :,g/_)9 1 8j..;..8_--::~::=-·~33,f126 _____ -:.-:.: 

Total 2 groups:l92,090 192,700 __ ~0.J.L800: =.2L:...2;2 1060 V42,768 

--- ·--·- --~--..,__ _____________ -------
Y Includes aspQl·aguG for na.rkct and canning. 
2/ Includes sone quantities J:?.Ot harvested on account of LW.rkct conditions. 
'jj · ·Acreage bo.sod on growers' )ntontions to plant. 
!:tJ Includes proc'uotion which was destroyed by cold woather. 
2/ Short-tioo r.voro.go. 
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'l'ru~k crops: W'n?lesale pric.~s at Chjcago and New Yorl:, specifieu weeks 

Comrnodjty 
and 

Stat~ 

---·-·---·· -·----:----· ---· 
____ .,...C_h_i_c_a~ New York --'- _ 

·• Week ended Week ended Unit 
:-Mar .• l3,·:Feb.l3, :Mar.l4, :Mar.l3, ::B,eb~Io, :r,·:ar.l4, 

1937 1937 1936 ·: 1937 : 1937 1936 

A spar ag11 c ( med iun) 
Calif • •••..••..•.•. : 
s. c. . ............ : 

Sna9 beans·· 
Fla. ( groen) ••..•• : 

" wo..x " .......... : 
Lima beans-

Fla. . .•.. , ........ : 
Beets­

Tex. ............... 

crate 

" 
bushel 

" 
II 

Cabbage- : . 

: 
.. 
.-: . ... 
... 

Fla.(pointed) •••.• :J.t bu.hmp. 
Tex.(domestic) •••• :lettuce crate: 

Csrrots-

8.25 

---
4.78 
4·.65 

4.85 

1.11 

1.44 
1.91 

Caltf •• , ••......•• :lettuce crate: 2.38 
~ doz. 

Cauliflower-
Calif. • ........... : crate 

Celery-
Calif ••••••.•.••• : i cra.te 
Fla ••••••.••.•.•• : 10 11 cr .. ,te, 

Lettuce­
Calif. 

On tolls-

............. 
1-10 doz. 

crate 4-5 
doz. 

: 

1.47 

2.81 
3.35 

5.42 

Yellr1ws ••• t • II t • t t e II 50-lb .sack :?:./ .81 
Valuncias 11 " 11 1.42 •••• 0 ••••• 

Peas-
Fla. ............. : tushel 
Calif. ............ " 4.44 
Mcx. . . . . . . " ........ II 4.78 

Fe:ppers-
Fla. ................ crate 3.62 

Spinach-
'l'e:x: • ............... bushel .92 

'r<'matoes-
Fln. .............. : lugs 2.53 
Cuba .............. : ,, 

. . 
[l 

. . 
Average for 1 day.··--~-· Street sales. 

quality and condition7 

2/ 

3.51) 
3.12 

3.12 

1.25 

1.64 

2.31 

1.94 

2.00 
2.12 

4.70 

.64 
1.14 

1/t>.OO 
4.97 

2.12 

.. 79 

2"38 

2/ 

4/ 

y 

g Not 

4.40 

2.38 
2.75 

3.75 

.98 

1.47 

8.12 

3.88 
3.94 

4.08 

1.11 

1.16 
2.04 

2.04 '!:/2. 71') 

1.22 

2.10 
2.68 

2.74 

.62 
1.15 

2 •. 51 
2.28 

4.80 

.73 

2.15 

quoted 

1.63 

3.00 
3.18 

1.20 
1.72 

4.84 

5.A8 

2.7'1 

.89 

2.17 
2.46 

6 doz. 

6.67 

3.32 
3.15 

3,95 

1.36 

l.l'j 
l.C'l 

2.55 

2.19 

2.30 
1.96 

5.18 

.'JO 
1.33 

3.B2 

5.31"1 

1.32 

.86 

1.64 
2.10 

4/ 

3.88 

2.21 
2.79 

3.18 

1.11 

1.15 
1.94 

2.58 

1.52 

2.46 
2.23 

3.08 

.79 
1.44 

1.92 
2.6-1-
2.38 

4.25 

.74 

2.92 
3.89 

I,'air 
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~~'he j_ndj_cations are that the acreage of dry edible beans for 
ha.rvest in _;_~,:y; will bt'l increased about n· percent over the relatively 
small acrecwe harvested in 1_936. On the basis of" this iricrease in 
acreage-- and if average growing conditions pr-evail, the 1937 crop. 
would total approximately 11,500 ,000 bags of 100 pounds, or about 400,000 
bags (4 percent) more thanwq,s produced in 1936 but abou-t 700,000 bags 
( 6 perc•Jnt) less than the 192.8-32 average crop. On the othe:..' nand, if 
yields per acre in 1937 are higher than the average, as they were ·in · · 
1935 and 1936, a dry bean crop of 12,700,000 bags, or only Slightly · 
larger tban average, ·would be in prospect •. such a cr0p would be lc.rge 
enough to cover Oflly 'average req_uiremeots. Since carry-over stocks of 
old beans p:"obabl:'/ will be below normal this fall 1 it is likely that 
total supplies of behns for 1037-38 will b~ less t:i1an usual and average 
prices to producers will approach those of 1936-37. -- ·· 

Because of the relatively small supply of dry edible beans avail-· 
ablo f'or the 1936-37 market ine seas0n, and the improved cenerDl demand 
situation, prices received by farrrers .this season to date have averaged 
considerably abovu those of any year since l'J29-30. The aveTage of $6.44 
per 100 pounds received by gr.owers on February 15 Has the hichost for 
that r:lonth since 1':'2:~ o.nd tho ,,j_';hcst for any month cince No7ember T929. 

RecePt trade reports i::1dicate that storaee holdin,~s, except in 
California, are cons :Ldore.bly below those of a ye<::.r ago. J?riccs1 there­
fore, may bo ...:xpected to continue at present or so1newi1at highe:r levels 
durinc most of the remainder of the cmrent mD.rkc-:;iLf, r-:8asono These 
h;_ghor prices are l:Jrgely responsible for the exp~'nsio:1 in tho acreage 
intended to be plrmted for harvest in 1937. They also hnve resulted 
in increPsud imports of beans this season to date. Frorr September to 
January, incl usi Ye , this season the imports totaled 132 ,000 bags of 
100 pounds, corr.pnrod with 50,000 bo.gs during the corresponding period 
of lr: st DOLcr:on and 114 ,OCO bags two seasons ago •. 
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Dry odil1le borms: .Acrecge. o.nc~ product ion, e.>rero,ge 
1' ;y'-::3~:;, :.::.unuoJ 1~33'-:37 · 

•·--- -·--··-·---·--·-~-·-w-•· 

:Intended 
Sto.to 

:Average 
1933: : ··1934' 1935 1936 

:1928-:32 1937 ·--·- -~._._.-,.-~------.. -
1,oqo 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
acres acres acres acro::J acres acres -·-- ---

.Acroo.go: 
-·Mo., Yt., N.Y., Mich., 

Wis~, Minn. y ...... . '/33 737 803 73q .. 624 633 
Nobr., I.]:ont., Idr:t!'J.(l, : 

Wyo., O:r.·ug. y ...... . 213 177 151 195 171 Hl8 
Kt:ms., Colo., N. r,~ex., : 

Ariz. 3/ • • • • • • • • • . • • • . 547 540 207 615 420 509 
C.'Jlif. y ............... : 314 275 299 339 

----------~--------·----------~. 
- :'~ ____ _:?,_:g]:._ ----

Total ••.••••••••..•. __..;1., _80..;;..,_6 __ l;:;;..L.., 7.._2;:...9:____:.1;_;,~4:...6-=0---=l;.z;,-=8-8_5 __ __:.1.J,., _5_6 __ 2 __ l_L? 31 ____ _ 

Product ion; 
l1flc. , Vt. , 1-T. Y. , :rvti c11. , • 

Wis., ~ftinn. y .. ..... : 
Nebr., l'.Iont., Ido.llo, : 

Wyo. , Oreg. _y .•.... , 

1,000 
bags 

4,624 

2,283 

1,000 1,000 
bngs_ beg~ 

5,326 5,494 

2,116' 1,729 

1,000 
bngs 

6,365 

Knns. , Colo. , N. I1.r,ex. , : 
.A.rjz. 3/ ........... : 1,930 1,809 4?9 ~-,896 

Cal if. ~ •.••••••••••• : ~1-~48 _ ·-3~1 .... 5_2_0;._..... __ 3_._, 6_8_4 ___ ::: , 9 65 

Toto.l .............. :12,181 12,771 11,386 14,323 

1/ Largely Pon. be;r·JlfJ. 

1,000 
_Er.:.gs 

3,614 

1,995 

1,432 
4,J81 

11,122 

1,000 
bags _ 

2/ LnrGely Gr. ::orthern. 
Y Lercol~/ Pint"'. 

-4/ i:iiccollr>.nnous -rr'rl· o·i',l'"s no"tlv Ll".,.,.,...,s J)r:b'r r,;'l'n..,s B1 ~ ct. e"•os 8"''··11 mtl· tcs ' v v '"' v - i• e> , JJ» - 1 J J. , ·'·"""" 1 J.L., ""' J , w<.l VI 1 ,. 

und Pinks. 
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Dry edible beans: Supply and disposition, average 1928-29 to 
1932-33, annual'l933-34 to 1936-37 

. Average . . . 
Item : 1928-29 .. 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 

:to 1932-33: 
1,000 1,000 1,ooo 1,000 
~ bags ~ bags 

Production ................ : 12,181 12 '771 il '393 14,323 
Carry-over ]) ............. 1,095 1,250 2,000 1,~50 
Imports . 653 158 . 389' 147 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total supply •......•... : _1£,_ 929 14,179 13 782 ·15_, 620. 
~--

E:cports and re-exports . 254 79 ht.~ 92 .... vv 
Shipments to noncontiguous: 
u.s. territories .•..•...• : 286 333 271 332 

Carry-over ?} . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1!231 2!000 1!150 1,000 
Domestic disappearance . 12,158 11! 767 12,306 14,196 . . 

1/ Stocks in warehouses and elevators in main producing sections at 
ning of crop ~narketing season September 1. 

?.! Stocks at end of season. 

1936-37 

~-----·-

1,000 
~ 

11,122 
1,000 

begin-

Dry edible ber-ms: Avf'rage price per 100 pound"'. received by farmers, 
by months, average 1928-29 to 1932-33, annual 1933-01 

to 1936-37 

Average 
Month 1928-29 to 10:33-34 1934-35 1S3.5-36 1936-37 

1932-33 
-

Dollars Dollars Dollars pollars Dollc-..rs 

Sept. ..... ; 4.98 3.29 3.83 3.08 4.35 
Oct. . " ...... 4.6S 2.64 3.83 2.89 4.83 
Nov. ....... 4.46 2.85 3.56 2.67 5.30 
Dec. . 4.37 2.64 3.43 2.44 5.49 . . . . . . . 
Jen. . 4.34 2.70 3.51 2.61 5.87 . . . . . . . 
Fe·o. ......... 4.38 2.82 3.50 2.85 6.44 
Mar. . 4.29 2.75 3.62 2.86 . . . . . . . 
Apr. ..... " . 4.21 2.61 3.63 3.00 
May . 4. f52 2.61 3.62 3.02 . . . . . . . . 
June . 4.43 2.74 3.54 2. 96 . . . . . . . 
July . ~.40 2.79 3.41 3.76 . . . . . . . 
Aug. . 4.53 3.19 3.26 4.33 . . . . . . . 

Weighted 
average . : 4.48 2.79 3.56 2.93 
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PE.AJ§UTS 

The 1937 acrea,ge of peanuts, grown alone for all purposes, is 
expected to be 2 percent lruger than thrtt harvested in 1936 and will be 
the largest acreage on record. If the ·acreage actually h::lrvested for 
nuts in 1937 is correspondingly larger. than ~l1c:..t harvested in 1936 <:md 
if averD{;e crowing conditions prevail, the supply of pe:.~.imts available 
for mc.rket in the 1937-38 season would be slightly smaller them the 
supplies available during the last 2 seasons. If growing conditions 
are I)..S fo.voro.ble as in 1935 and 1936, however, a.pe8.nut crop slit;Ltly 
larger them the record 1c.rge crop of 1935 would be produced. 

::Juring· the lt::~st 2 :;casons, ·unusu.'111Y large qunnti ties of peanuts 
were crushed for oil end the indico,tions are that still L:..rger quanti ties 
are being so used in the current (1936-37) season. Whereas, crushings 
aver:cged 73 million pounds of peunuts in the hull during the 5 yec~rs 
1928-32, and tota.led only 45 million pounds in the 1933-34 seo.son, they 
incre~'..sod to 220 million pounds in 1934-35 r.nd to 241 million pounds in 
1935-36. In the current seuson (1936-3?), crushings during the first 
quarter v:ere 26 percent grenter than in the first quarter of the 1935-36 
ser,son. 

This unusual increased demcnd for peanuts, together with improving 
consumer purchD.sing power, has resulted in substantio.lly higher averc..ge 
prices to growers during the last 3 seasons, despite the large crops 
produced. Although the production of pe<'nuts for nuts toto.led 1,300 
nillion pounds in 1936, comp£'.red with 945,886,000 pounds, t"'lC :!.9:~8-32 
average, prices received by growers have risen sh2.rply from the se1.son 1 s 
low point in November e.nd have avero.ged higher t~1n.n for MY S0ttson since 
1930. On Februc.ry 15 the United States average :price received by farmers 
was 4.1 cents per pound, the sNme as on Jnnuary 15, but fully 1 cent per 
pound hiGher tho.n in mid-February 1936. Prices of cle::-.ned and shelled 
peQDuts, f.o.b. cleaning and shelling plants, were quoted recently at 
fr?m 1-1/4 to 2-3/4 cents per pom1d above those of c year ago. 

With <mother lo.rge pe::mut crop in prospect for 19:57, it appec.rs th,::-.t 
crushers will 11€;nin have to take a relnti vely large quc'.:lti ty of peo.nuts, 
if prices are to continue at the levels prevailint; in r ~ce1~ t years. Recent­
ly, prime crude peonut 'D'il, with 5 percent refining lo~;·,, w:-s quoted at 
10-1/8 to 10-1/4 cents por pound, conpared with 8-3/8 to 8-1/2 cents a year 
earlier, Md bleac:!:cd cottonseed oil, Mo.rch deliverJ, ranged from 11.20 to 
ll.35 cents per po'Und, nc·tinst 9.30 to 9.43 cents a year ago. Bnsed upon 
the relationship Jf nor::1c.l requirements of edible fats .:md oils generally 
to tl1o prospective supply fQr 1937-38, it is probr~ble that the demc.nd for 
pec.nuts for 'Jil production will be D.S great next season as in the 1936-37 
season. 
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Peanuts: Acreage and production, average 1928-32, annual 1934-37 

:Average Intended 
Section : ~928-32 1934 1935 •. 1936 1937 . 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
acres acres acres acres a.cres 

Acr~grown alone for all ~ur~oses 

Va. - N.C. ]) ••....••. : 402 398 395 402 427 
I 

1,239 Southeastern ;]_; . 954 1,082 1,079 1,201 . . . . . . . . 
Southwestern ~/ . . . . . . . . . 

Totnl .................. : 

. 

347 339 472 453 432 
1!702 1!819 1 946 21056 b_998 

Solid equiva.1ent of acres from which peanuts 
were harvested 

Va.-N.c. 1./ .•..•...• ; 389 394 383 381 
SoutheB.stern 9_/ ••. , ••• : 775 977 989 1, 044 
Southwestern~/ •...... : ____ ~2_5_3 ______ ~3~2~8~---- 353=------~3~1~1 ______________ _ 

Total •••••.......... =--~=-=l'-'-7 ___ ....:1=-''-'6::...:9::...:9=-----=l_._,-'72..:..5"--- .b_736 ______ _ 

1,000 
pounds 

Production harvested for nuts 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1, OC;O 
poundiL_ 

l,OOO 
pounds 

V~.- N.C. 1/ •........ : 382,199 419,350 419,975 400,785 
Southeasten1 ?J ....... : 435,327 597,490 686,450 773,615 
South.iJstrnn 2../ ••.•.•• :_].28,360 106,200 l96,3JO L;'J 140 

·-------~~-----~~~~ ~~-------
Toto.l ............... : 945,886 1,123,0401,302,8051,300,540 

1/ Includes Tennessee. :ii/ South Carolina, Georgia, ]'iorida, Alabcma, rm_d __ 
Mississippi. ~/ Texas, Oklcl1oma, Arkansn.s, and Louisinna. 

r------------.. ·-----· -··- .. --··-··---------~--· .. ·----- .. ---·------------ ------· .... ·-

I 
. ! 

Cop:i,.es of 11.Agriculturnl Stn.tistics, 193611 AvD-ilable 

A limited number of copies of "Agricultural Statistics, 
1S36 11 n.:te still av~ilable. This 420-page printed volume contains 
statistics which cover practicdl:r-all of the important fa.rm 
products of the United Sto.tes. The stn.tistics relC\te to o.creage, 
production, fc,rm price, farm Vf'.lue, and foreign trade of the 
principal commodities. Copies may be obtc.,ined from the Superin­
tendent of Docu.ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D. C. nt 50 cents ench. 
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