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This is the first issue of The Fruit and Vegetable 1 = a0

Situation, one of a new series of comaodity reports racently /ﬁi 7/ 7Y

inaugurated by the Bureau of agriculturcl Economics. The

Fruit and Vegetable Situation will be issued monthly, and will

provide current information on chenges .in the factors-which

affect the outleck for production and vrices of fruits and

vegetables. - The pregent fora of this repcrt is experimental.

Comments, criticisms -and suggestions are welcome.

Suamary

With the exception of grapefruit and strawberries, the winter markct
supply of fruilts is below that of a yeur aso and prices for the next few
months probably will average somewhnat higher than during the correspouding

upgriod of 1936. OCupplics of grapefruit and strawberrive nre indicated to be

;@ﬁnsiderably larger than those of last yeazr, and it is probablce that prices

‘of these twe fruits will be maintained at scwmevhut lover levels thar during
the corrusﬁonding period a yecar earlicr.

Vegetable supplies for the late wintoer ung spring markets. probably
will be plentiful and priees may average slightly under those Qf the previous
season. FExceptions to this general tundency are found in the shortage of

.Potatoes and sweetpotatous, and perhaps some of the truck ééops that were
damaged sevorely by the recent freczes in California.

Prices of potatocs and sweetpotatocs wrc now atbstaﬁtialiy-higher than

AT ‘ ;
they were a year earliocr énd are likely to continue %o adv-ncc dﬁring the next

2 months, Prices of most other vegetables are now slichtly under those of

last year and probably will continuc at about prusent levels,
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citrus Fruits

Prices of citrus fruits in general have been somewhat lower thus far
in tho current marketing season than during the corresponding period of

last ycar.

Improvement in consumer purchusing power has not been sufficient

to completely offsct the price~depressing c¢ffect of wnusually l-rge supplies.
Carlot shipments of grapefruit this season to date have . been 45 percent

greater than a yeer earlicr.

Oraonge¢ shipments have been 10 percent greater.

The largest crop of grapefruit on record is indicated for the 1936-37 season
and a continuxtion of the relatively low grapefruit prices is in prospect.
The recent freezes in California are an extremely important development in
the outlook for orange and lemon prices for the balance of the present

markcting year.

If the frceze damage is as extensive as proliminary

estimates indicate, the C:lifornia crops will be reduced materially and prices
of oranges and lomons may be expected to average hlghcr during the remainder

of the marketing season ithan they have to dato.

The following table presents the Crop Reporting Board's estimate of

the 1936-37 citrus crops as of January 1,

1937, with comparisons.

Citrus fryit;j Indlcwted 1936 production on January 1, 1937 with
. g1) L) ) / £ omparlgons
Production 1/ N
Crop and State : Indicated s Average
24936 s 075 1920-32
:1,000 boxcs 1 OOO boxes 1,000 boxes
Oranges: —— —

Calife, all vuievevvunen.. : 37,68 33,049 33,022
Valenclios oo veeeennnenss 22,500 18, 5060 -

Navels and Misce  veow: 15,184 14,469 ——-

Fla., all  iiveeeennnean: 21,200 13,000 15,010
Farly and midscnson ...: 12,000 9,6C0 _—
Valencias oovevuvoneons: 6,500 6,300 -
TanEerines seeeesaeee..s 2,700 2,100 -

Tex. Cerecse et eyt 1,600 W7 292

Four other Statcs wesevesou: ___Jiii~m”mmn ko7 k92

Total scven States 2/ @ 61,119 _ 52,283 . __ 48,816
Grapefruit: :

Flae, all wrurverveneenns 17,500 11,500 11,657
Seedless . iauue..n . 5,700 4,000 -

Other wuevenueens Ceeent 11,800 7, 500 ———

Calif,; wf.‘uu,,.h,.........: 2,343 2,267 1,209

Texw' ."..‘\....;A\.".,\.”z,(.....,..: 6,790 2,741 1,457

AfiZ-'1---,--.@--».J..--..—:___h 1,750 1,800 k08

. Total four o%ntrg 2/eee.: 28,383 18,308 . 14,730
Lemons: | | R :
oallx., g/ cevdeeieneses.: 3/ 8,316 7,787 7,251

——— e e v ren by e .

1/ Relates to crop oft bloom of vear shéwﬁ' plcklrg Lev¢nn1ng ‘Wovember 1 in

California and Scptémber 1 in other States.

2/lNet cortents of boxes varies.

In Californid and Arizona the approximate average for oranges is 70 pounds nct
and grapefruit 60 pounds; in Florida and other States oranges 90 pounds, and

grapefruit 80 pounds; California lemons about 76 pounds net.
3/ December 1 forecast.
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These figures indicate that unusually large crops of all citrus fruits
were in prospect on January 1, 1937. Severe freeze damage in Celifornia since
the first of January, however, has reduced the crops in tiiat State materially.
Preliminary estimates of the damage (as of January 22) indicate that the
California crop of Navels and miscellaneous oranges will be about one-fourth
less than the January 1 estimate; the crop of Valencias one-third less; grape-
fruit and lemon harvests almost one-third less. If the actual damage is as
great as indicated, the total United States orange crop will be about
2,000,000 boxes less than last year. The lemon crop will also be less than
that of last year by about 2,000,000 boxes. The reduction in the California
grapefruit crop will not appreciably reduce the total crop, so that the outlook
is still for a record preoduction of grapefruit this Seasoll.

In the following fable prices of the various citrus fruits for the first

part of the current seazon are compared with- those of corresponding periods of
last year. i

Citrus fruits: Price per box at New York and Chicago,spécified

periods
tAv. lst. :Average :Average :Av. lst. :Average :Average
Crop and market :half of : Dec, ¢ Nov. :half of : Dec. : Nov.
e :Jan.1937 1936 o 1936 :Jan.1936 : 1935 : 1935
N.Y. - ‘ :Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
Oranges - : '
Calif., Navels ;  3.17 2.93 3.95 3.05 3.43  3.92
Fla. +.v.0...0: 2.95 2.38 ©2.72 2.99 2.84 3.12
Grapefruit - :
Flae cvievnnnst 2.22 2,10 1.99 2.67 " 2439 2,84
Lemons - :
Calif v.evuvaoes 5.13 3.85 L.39 5.06 6.45 5.73
Chicago: :
Oranges - :
Calif., Navels : 3.23 2,91 3.61 3.13 3.41 3.78
Flae weeveeanset 2.90 2.46 2.71 3,00 3.01 3.07
Grapefruit - :
Fla. ciiveeesa: 2,00 1,80 2.06 2.55 2.00 2.59
Lemons - :
Calif. .......: 5.46 Lell Lol7 5.48 6.20 5.72

Carlot shipments indicate that markst supplies of grapefruit this season
have been about 45 percent greater than a year earlier. These larger suppliee
have resulted in lower grapefruit prices despite improved consumer purchasing
power, While prices of oranges and lemons have averaged semewhat less so far
this season than for the same period last year, the decrease has not been as
great as in the case of grapefryit. Carlot shipments of oranges to date exceed
shipments of a year earlier by only 10 percent, and shipments of lemons have
been slightly less this season than last season. Heavy supplics of grapefruit
are in prospect for the remainder of the season, accompanied by a continuation
of the relatively low prices., The reduction in the California orange crop
will undoubtedly result in higher orange prices, particularly during the latter
part of the season when market supplies are made up almost entirely eof
California Valencia oranges.
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Apnles

Apple prices during the mast few moanths have %e“n at higher levels than
during any similar meriod since the 1930-31 secson, Stocks of anvles in
storage on December 1, 1938, were about 13 mercent bclow averaze and supplies
durin:: the remainder of the marketinz year will be relatively small, In view
of thece emall sup-lics, and with continuing improverent -in consumer denand,
it is expectecd that anplc oHrices will make a breatcr—tnhn—usaal rise during the
renainder of the marketing year. -

The moverient of anples into storage is usually completed by December 1,
so that stornge stocks on thint date indicate the supnly of apples aveilable
for conswrption during the winter and spring onths., On Decemler 1, 1986,
total storagze stocks of apples were remorted at 28,500,000 bushels, 20 percent
less than the stocks on Decerber 1, 1235, and 13 vcrrent below the 1925-35
averaze. Of the total December 1 stocks this season, about 12,500,000 bushels
vere eastern apvoles and 13,900,000 bushels western apnles, compared with the
10-year averaze of 13,600,000 bushels of eastern apsles and 16,300,000 of
western apples, During the rionth of December the novement of spnles out of
storage reduced the totel stocks by about 15 worcent, as comparel with the
1322~36 averaze December reduction of 13 mercent. If this creater—-than-averase
rate of out-of-storaze movernent continues, sunvlies of apoles during the

latter part of the marketin- ycar will be extrenely ‘small.

The averace price of opvles received ty srovers at local uarlets on
January 15 was 110.9 cents mer bushel compared with 106,00 on Jeccmber 15, and
€l1.3 on Jenuary 15, 1936, In the Tacific Cosst Ststes the grower mrice ranged
from 85 to 95 cents »ner bushel 2nd in the other arincimal -roducing re_ ions
from 110 to 13%5,

The weizhted ~verage nuctlon orice of western aviles at Now Torlz was
$2.21 per box in Decomber and $2.09 in Nove.ser, corpared with 21,84 and £1.93
for the same montbs a yerr nzo. On the Chica~o market western anale nrices
~verased 1,85 in December and 81.8€ in Nowerber, cormared with $1.39 and
81.64 in Deccuber ~nd November of 1935.

The following table shows prices of castern and western annles by
varieties cn the New York and Chicaso mrrkets this sceson with commarisons.
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Annles: L.c.l. jobbins and nuction wrices =mer bushel by veorieties,
specified »eriods

Narket and variety ¢ Jan, 1937 Dec./: Nov. & Jan,1935 : Dec. : Nov,
areet € 6 : lst weelr ¢ 19337 1936 ¢ 1lgt weelk @ 1925 : 1935
: Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Onllnrs Zollars
Eagtern amples (l.,c.l. :
jobher prices): :
J.Y. narket- :
Greenings - N.Y. ...,..¢ 1.30 1.33 1.32€6 1. 12 1.05 1.00
beldwing ~ N, Y, .......: 1,38 1,37 1.20 1.04 .33 W72
Yorks - Va. ..ovevnenont 1.45 . 1.45 1.21 .92 - -
“l'cIntosh - Mass, ..... .l 1.98 2,01 - 2,10 1.35 1.33 1,45
Chicagro nariket- :
ilcIntogh ~ lMich., ...... N 1.74 1.70 1.28 1.36 1,26
Greenings - Hich, ... 1,33 1,42 1.39 1.12 1.22 1,04
Jdelicious ~ lich. ..... : 1.83 1.69 1,58 1.17 1,27 1.07
Western apnles (auction
prices): :
N.Y, rarket- : :
‘Delicious - Wash. .....1¢ 2. 33 2.25 2. 24 1.53 1.23 2.01
Komes - Yaghe ....v... . 1,87 1.80 1,893 1.36 1.79 1,83
Spitzenbergs - Washe ...: 1,79 1.75 1.37 1,59 1,53 1.64
Chicaro narket- H
Delicious ~ ashe v.e..: 2.06 1.92 1.92 1.40 1.43 1,49
Homes -~ Wash., ......... : 1,37 1.356 1.59 1,57 1.35 1.59
Jonathan - Vagh, ......: 1.92 1.54 1.50 1.17 1.11 1.43
Strowberries

The larcest orcduction of strowberries since 1833 is forccast for
Floride, the enrliczt chipains State. This yerr's crop is exmectcd to be 45
wercent rreater than the cron of last year. Stravberry acrease in the early
States which marizet their »Hreduct sfter the Florila season, is estinated to be
about 14 percent greater tann that of last year, but still alnost 14 mercent
below the 1923-22 nverage. Carlot shiwmzents through Januoary 1€ this yeor
totaled 205 cars, corared with 55 to a corrcsrondinge date in 1336, Irices
2re now below those of a ycar aro, 2nd it is probeble that they will decline
sheroly durins the next few months, On the New Yerk siarket, rlorida straw-
berrics sold at 14 cents ner pint (1.c.1. hasis) on January 15, 1937, compared
with 17 cents on January 15, 19386,

The following tabulation shows estimates of the 1937 acreare ond pro-
iction of early strawberrics, with comssrisons:

: Acreare : “rocuction

: 1,000 1,000 1,000

: Acres Acreg Acres crotes croates crates
Flow v 9,200 6,900 7, 300 644 4.5 523
Other early ....: 29,200 25,650 33,970 ——- 1,605 1,915
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Potatoeo .

Owine wo the umall uu")ply of 1936 late potatoes going inte storage
for winter and spring marketings, potato prlces advanced sharply during
the last month,.and indications are.that, aside from minor recessions from
time to time, the sharp upward trend Nlll,contlnue during the next 2 or 3
months. 'The peak in priCés.for_the'1936—37 season Is expected to be
reached about the middle of April, at which ftime it'is not unucual for
heavy supplies of new potatoes to move from the Southern States. Prices of
carly potatocs probably will average sumewhat higher than ‘a year earlier.

. The supply of all potatoes for the first half of 1937 is row indi-
caueﬁ to be tie smallest since 1930, when there were unusually small Jan-
uary' 1 stocks of old potatoes and a relatively small production of mnew p0ua~
toes. The indications are that only about 73,000,000 bushels oif old notatoe
were in countiy werehouses on January 1, 1937, and early reports from growe:
in the Southern otateo which market nearly all.of the new crop before July
1 indicate thazt, with average growing conditions, the.early crop may approxi-
mate 26,000,000 bushels. The producticon range. on the intended acreage re-
ported is frowm 18,000,000 to 30,000,000 bushels, the:actusl size of the early
crop depending ubon growing conditions. On the basis of this information,
the prospective tctal supply of potatoes for the first 6 months or 1937 is
slightly in excess of 104,000,000 bushels, compared with 124,700,000 bushels
available for the corresnondlnr perioZ ol last year, ard the .19/ 8 32 average
of 121,500, OOO bushels,

Potatoss: Acreage and productioi of ewrly cwrop an’ January
1 stocks of old crop, 1937 with comparisons‘
-_m~_-— Lereaze Pruﬁu0513n toc
H=yr., 8Y.: “lone ¢ 193y ¢ OTYT. av. 1036 1957
1928-02 . : ¢ legg-52 o+ .
skeres bcres Acres 1,000 bu. 1,600 bu. 1,500 bu.
Tall 2,400 1,700 2,100 1z0 85 147
Barly (1) 23,400 29,700 38,500 . 3,833 2,307 -—
Farly (2) 32,400 75,200 98,300 8,818 11,955 —-—=
Second early: 50,000 46,000 55,400 6,243 4,229 ———
Total
4 groups :173,200 152,300 194,300 19,014 1¢,072
Stocks of
1936 crop: .
held on Jan.l: -== == --~ 102,520 - 105,669 78,011

The firal crop renort for 1936 indicated
duction of approximately 330,000,000 bushels of
yere reported 'in November.

bushels less

thon

potato Stetes have £40,254,000 bushels, or. a
1935 production end 20,000,000 bushelz below

eight Bastern Statec heve 6,500,000 bushels more
more than evernse, but the ten Central States show a grect shortage,
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or about 2,000,000
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‘and 2,500,000
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Wholessle prices of eastern potaotoes at Mew York City advenced from
$2.41 per 100 pcunds the first week of December to mbeut $2.77 thz first week
of Januvary. Tiey averaged $1.72 a year ago., Idaho Russet Burbanks at Hew
York advenced from $3.23 per 100-pound sack to $3.42 during the last month
and now compare with {2.25 per sack a year ago. At Chicazo, prices of northern
Round Whites averared $2.28 per 100-pound sack durin;; the Tirst week of Janu-
ary, against $1.88 a month earlier and $1.19 a year ago. Prices cf cther
varieties at Chicaego followed the same general trend, Ideho Russet Burbanks
averaging 33.18 per 100-pound sack the first week of January, compared with
$2.53 in the corresponding period of December and $1.89 in early January 19306.

Shipping-point prices and cash-to-grower prices also followed the
broed upward swing of terminal prices during the last month. Details of these

changes in important shipping sections are shown in the followine~ table.

Potatoes: Shipping-poirt prices, 1937 and 1936

F.c.b. per 100-1b. : Cash-to-grower,

. sack L bulk per 100-1b.
Locality : Veek ended-. : Week enced-
Jan. 9,: Dec. 5: Jan.ll : Jen, 9, : Dec. 5, : Jan.ll,
_ 1937 . 1936.: 1936 . 1937 : 1906 : 193¢

:Dollars Dollars Dollsrs Dollars Dollars Dollars

1.83 1.16

Presque Isle, ile. 2.21 £2.06 .75 0.97
Rochester, iI. Y. | : 2,16 1.93 1.25 1475 1,97 .93
Riverhecad, L. I. T R.75 L 2.33 ——— 2.58 2.18 -—=
Grand Rapids, Mich. : 2.08 1.78 1.06 1.72 1.37 .78
Waupaca, Wis. Tt 2.00 1,60 el 1.62 “1.30 .68
Idalo Falls, Iduhn T 2.38 1.78 1.00 1.90 1.54 .84

New notalous were moving frem the South at the rate of 5 to 10 cars
dally, considerably more than the movement of & year ago, and Floride Bliss
Triumphs were returning shippers in the southarn part »i that State about
$2+90 psr 100 pounds, while wholecale d=alers ir New York received $3.5C cu
this new stock,

shipments ot 0ld potatoes reached nearly 4,000 cars during the last
week of December, but decreased toc about 3,600 cars the Iirst full week of
January and were not quite so large as the output of a year ago. The mcs
active shipping States were Maine, Michigan, Colorado snd Idaho. Ry January
9, rearly 80,000 cars of potatoes had been shipped by rail or beat from the
18 surplus producing States, compared with 67,000 to the same time last sca-
son. The larger rall shipwents this y:ar do not indicate larger marketings
but are due to the fact that production is relatively small in nearby mevicet
areas from which potatoes are usuall: moved br motor truck.
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For the United States as a whole, the average price to growers for
potatoes advanced to $1.22 per bushel by January 15, compared with $1,06 on
December 15, 1936; about 65 cents on January 15, 1936; and a 1909-13 average.
of 64 cents per bushel, The average of $l 22 is the highest January avdrage
price to growers since 1999

, Truck Crops

Unusually low temperatures during the third wesk of January have been
reported in the Imperial Velley of California but the full extent of the
demage to growing vocgetables has not yet been determined. It is recported
that letfuce was badly frozen, cerrot tops were much discolored and the Delta
celery crop severely damaged, @n the basis of information available prior
to tiis, freeze, however, the outlook was for plentiful supplies of truck crops
in the Southern States and California, With few exceptions, acreages planted
were lincreased over 1036 and shinments to date have besn generally larger than
a year carlier. Agide from the effects of the freeze damage on the crops
mentioned, it is likely. taat supplies of truck crons-generally will be plentiful
during the remeinder af the winter marketing seadson and tnat priczs will average
siightly under thoss of a year earlier.

Slishtly larger acréegeslof Vchtablés havé been planted tals year in
Cuaba, Puerto Rico and 'exico, but weather corditions have not been favorable
for a normel growth except in Mexico. Heavy rains in Cubz and Puerto Rico have
lowered yiclds and quality., IExports to the United States from these three
areas combined, ther:fore; may not cxceed those of lukt zear, which were about
double thiz Dmall exports of the 1033-3Y4 suaSOn.

Snan beans.~ Prasent crop conditions and acreages plarited indicats a
produetion of wiater crop-snan beans in Florida U2 nbrcenu above the 1030 preo—
duction. The acreage was reportnd to be onlr 7 percedt greater than le year
but the yield per acre is expected to be one-tnird larger., Present market
prices reflect tinc lorger supplics available in that they are considerably
under those of a year agoe, Higher prices for early snap beans may be expected
as the volume of shipments from Florida declines.

Beets.~ The production forecast of beets in Texas, the principal source
of the winter market supply, is 16 percent below 19%6, Prices are likely to
rise and it is expccted that the secson's average will be above that of last
year.

Cabbage.~ A large new crop of cebbage in Lhe Southern Statses, which
ntarted to move to market earlier and in lorger volum: than a yeor ago, re-
sulted in considcrably lower prices in December and January of this season
than during a correspondiing pericd a year ago. Beceuse of the unusually large
crop in Soath Carolina and an early heavy movement from Texas, the seasonal
decline ocrurred earlisr than usual this year. Altkough prices declined on
both the Denish (1936 crop) und the new Domestic type from the South, declines
were mich more marked on the latter type., It scems likely that most of the
scasonal price decline has already occcurred and that prices of nsw crop
cabbage may remain near present lsvels until after the peak of the harvest.
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Stocks of Danish-type cabbage in grover°’ and dealers' hands on
January 1, 1937, were reported to be the smallest on record, —ith the ex—
ception of the small stocks on hand January 1, 193h Stocks on January 1,
19737, were estimated at 49,520 tons, compared with 78,18( tons last year
and 35,87C tons on Jamuary 1, 1934. Production of cabbage in the fall and
garly States in 1937 is indicated'to be 350,100 tons compared with the record
crop of 353,600 tons in 1934, Thus, it is indicated tant for tac laote winter
marketing period there will be plentiful supplies of cabbage ond that prices
generally may remain at about the present lew levels for the next scveral
months. :

8n the New Yorik markst sales in late January of Texas domestic round-
type cabbage wsre made at $1.75 — $2 per Lettuce crote, compared with $2.37% -
$2.5) in December, and $1.75 - $2.25 during a corresvonding period in January
1936. Recent sales of New York Danish stock wire reported at $20 — ¢c2 bulk
per ton, about the same price range as in January_l9j6. On the Chicego market
recent sales of Texas domestic round were madc at $1.50 per Lettuce crate com—
pared with $1.75 - $2.15 a month earlier, and 31.75 - $2 in Jenu~ry 1936.

Prices at shipdbing points reacted in much the same menner, as indicated
by the following table:

Cubbage: Shipping point prices, specified piriods

Locality : : Waek ended
and : Item : dJan.23 ¢ Dec.,1l9Y : Nov.21 : Jan.2b
tyne : 1937 ¢ 1976 : 1936 1 1936
: : Dollars Dollers Dollars Dollars
Western VWew Ycerk, ‘Sacked per :
Danigh ............! tton, f.o.b., ¢ 1U-16 1720 17-22 1h-29
Browmsville, Texas, :Lettace crateg:

Domestic round.....:f.0.D. o......% .60=.80 1.00-1.45 —— .90-1.00

Carlot shipments of the nev Southurn crop during the weck ended January 23
totaled 428 cars, comparcd with 449 the preccding week, and ith 295 during the
corresponding week in 1936. A total of 2,386 carloads were shipned this scason
to January 23. Up to a corresponding date in 1936 there wire only 1,779 carloads
shipped. Carlot shipments of Northern Danish cabbage during the week cnded
January 2% totaled 180, compored ~ith 256 the prsceding weeck, end 197 for the
corregponding week a year earlier.

Carrsts.- A decrease of 18 percent in production of carly crop carrots
from Arizona and Texas is indicated. The combined production of early crop
from the above States end the Californin fall croy, how.ver, 1s indicated to
be 17 percent larger. Prices provably wrill follow pretty much the same course
as last year, raonging slightly hizher as the morketings of the large fall crop
are completed. .
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Celery.- Production in the two early States, California (spring crop)
and Florida, is indicated to be 16 percent larger than last year. The above
estimate does not take into account any recent freeze damage in California.
The Florida crop is expected to be 19 percent greater than last year. Prices
at market centers on January 15 were reported to be slightly lower than last
year and unless the freeze damage in California is severe, they may be
expected to continue at these lower levels.

Onions.~ Onion prices at shipping points and large terminal markets
showed onl/ minor fluctuations durinz the last month with prices in the first
3 weeks in January holding at practically the same levels as a month earlier.
During November there was a rather substantial rise in prices of mid-western
and eastern grown stocks. Western Valencias have shown very little change
in price at terminal markets since the season low point was rcached in
October. In view of the relatively large stocks of late onions in warehouses
on January 1, 1937, it is expected that onion srices will not show the usual
seasonal rise, but will change very little during the next month or 6 weeks.
Price movements in late February and carly March will depend largely on
prospects for the new crop, particularly Texas Bermudas. The preliminary
estimate of acreage for the early onion States is 31 percent below that of
last year, but 5 percent above the 1920-32 average acreage.

Stocks of the 1936 late crop of onions on hand January 1, 1937, totaled
3,625,000 sacks (100 pounds) compared with 3,368,000 sacks a year earlier,
This year's Januery 1 stocks arc larger than in any year from 1929 to date
with the exception of those on hand January 1, 1933.

Stocks on hsand January 1, are 30.5 percent of the total production in
the late States in 1936, while those on January 1, 1936, were 33.1 percent of
the 1935 proluction. Production in 1932 may be compared with that in 1936,
since the crop in both years was relatively large. On January 1, 1933 stocks
of late onions on hand were estimated at 3,955,000 sacks, or 32.5 percent of
the previous year's large crop. No information is available relative to the
size of the carly onion crop but the acreage plantcd or to be planted is
indicated to be about 31 percent less than in 1936 but 23 percent larger than
in 1933,

On the New York City terminal market, yellow stock from western New York
points sold recently at 55-75 cents per 50-pound sack. A month earlier the
price range waos the same, while in January 1936, 50-pound sacks were quoted
a2t $1.10 - $1.35. Since October prices of Western Valencias have fluctuated
very little and within a narrow range. Recent sales were made at $1.05 -$1.15
per 50-pound sack. These prices compare with $1.55- $1.65 a year ago. Much
the sawe situation has prevailed on the Chicago wholesale market. As shown
in the following table, shipping-pmint prices have followed similar trends.

Onions: Prices per 50-pound sack, carloads, f.o.b. shipping points,
specified periods
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A total of U497 carloads from the important late producing States were
shipped during the week ended Jamuary 23 commored witih 753 the mreccling weelk
d 359 during a corresponding weekx in 19%b6. Sudpments this season to Jonuory
Pj from the impertant late States totaled 14,385 carlowuds compared with
14,729 during a corresponing date last season.

“Bpliaach.- Thi vear's tntal acrenze of s/ﬂuakn in trw corly zroun ol
States (C allfornla, Loulslanq South Carolina, Texsasz) is 7 merceant grester
than last year's tetal acre eaze. Total production in Texnas, vhere 94 percent
of this year's acreage is planted, is indicated to be 27 percent larger than
last year's total crop (includinm the pro’uction from 6,+OO ncreés tolen by
canners). Becavse of the large sur,ly of spinaoh uvailanle this season,
prices are clightly lower than those of a year errlier and proovably will con-
tinue below last year's levels throngh tno renalL“,; of the carly marizeting
season. '

Tomatoes.- This rear's acrease of winter crop tomatoes in South Florida
is estimated to be 72 nerceat rreater than tunt of last year, ~ncd is the
largest on record. Theoe increnses plantirss wovld indicate ~n umasu-lly lorge
production of winter tomatoes, which togpether with a record large fall crom,
totaling 609,000 bushels, noint to a Hlentifwl supnly for the winter nariketing
season. Shimaents to date from Jonestic sources have noved at o slower rate
than to a correspending date last ysar excent in rocest weelrs hen they were
larzer.

Imports this seasoa throwh Jravw ry 16 were con’volent to 1,222 car-
loads, compared withh 1,130 corlonds o o corrcsnoniins date in 1930. Owing
to 1fﬁvor,blc wertaer conditions in Cuba wnd Jderico, 1t is li%ely thet the
season's total luyorts frow these reas will be loass then in the wrevious

serson when they vere at rolotively hih levels.

Vateimelong in Sounthe-stern $totcs.-In vicw of e relotively high
prices received by zrowers for witem:slens in the four Southeastermn St tes
(Tlorida, Georgia, South Savolina and Torth Carnlina) in the 1936 seas
1t is probable tirt the acresz-z lnitel to wite melons in 19)7 in thoge urea”
will bz increased ohirnly. Tids levror rcrs.-c with awvernze yields would re-
sult in 7 larger productinu timn wag harvested in 10%6, and couse prices to
decline to slishtly lower levels. If wields por cere -ere scmewand larzer
then averare, the cimanded acrca~e weuld iicrecs: nroduction shoerply and prices
for the 1937 season would averuye mrich lower thnmu in 193%6.

O the basis of the relotionshiu cxisting between the cerease plented
to watertielons in the four Southossbern Strtes ard the prices received b
grovers thno previcus year, it iz iacdicnted tict the toinl acrensre planted iu
1957 to wotermelong in these arens may be incrensed by at least one fourth
Thig increc~e would near a totnl for the four Statss of 137,000 acres cormercd
with 104,800 acres harvested in 1936, and it would be the largest avnilable
for horvest since 1971,

A roviey of the aversie yield ner acre for the 3outherstern Stotes
indicates thot yields hnve declined shnrply duriug the last 15 years. For the
5-year perind 1922-26 the ~verase yield was 329 nelons woer acre. During the
next 5 years it wos 313 melons, ~hile for the lant 5 yeors the average wng
only 205 melons ner acre. Jlb charp decline in yields duaring this perioed is
ot digzimilar to the decline thnt has taken 1:lece in meny of the other inm-
portant truck crops for fresh market shipricnt. It nay be observed that o the
acreages of these crops expanded sharnly during the last 15 years, yields per
acre declined fairly sharply.
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On the basis of present acreage indications and with yields ecual
to the average of the last 5 years, a production’of 28,500,000 melons is
indicated for these four States, If 1t is assumed that yields will be equal
to the lowest yield of the last 5 years, production would total 23,300,000
melons, but if the highest yields are assumed a-production of 32,800,000
melons may be expected. Since watermelon'growers’iﬁ the Southeastern States
received relatively high prices for thie 1936 crop, thére is a possibility that
better cultural methods will be employed in the production of the 1937 crop.
This could toke the form of better care of fields, hépvier applications of
fertilizers, the purchase of better seed, etc. If such sction should be
taken =znd growing conditions should be favorable, higher yields per acre
would be obtained. If the per-acre yield should be somewhere between the
aversge of the lest 5 years and the aversge of the preceding 5 years - soy
260 melons per acre —~ production on the indicated acreage would total about
35,600,000 melons. This would compere with 24,740,000 melons produced in
1936 and with 26,000,000 mclons, the recent S-year (1932-36) average pro-
duction in these States.

On the bnsis of the lower indicated production for 1937 (based upon
the prospective plantings -nd yields equal to the average of the last 5 years),
and on demand conditions somewhat improved over those of 1936, prices re-
ceived by watermelon growers in the four Southeastern States in 1937 would
average slightly lower thon they did in 1936, or about $125 per car of 1,000
melons, ageinst $146 in 1936. On the other hand, if the larger indicnted
crop were produced and demand conditions were improved, the price to growers
in the four States probatly would aversge mach lower, possibly as low as
$80 per cor.
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Truck crops: Acreage, production, and January 1 stocks, 1937 with
comparisons
¢ Acreage : Production - Stocky
Commodity tb-year : ¢ S-year
and raverage : 1936 1937 : Unit : average : 1936 1937
group :1928-32 : : : 1928-32 :
: Acres Acres Acres :
Asparagus, : +1,000 -3
Berly 1/ ....: 74,560 79,900 80,300:crates: 7,249 7,925 ——
Snap beans, : ; :1,000 .
Fall wvuvnnnns : 12,000 14,900 24,100:bush. : 1,013 1,295 2,286
Early (1) ....:__ 9,660 30,000 32,000: 936 1,800 2,560
Total,2 groups.:_ 21,660 44,900 56,100: " 1,949 3,095 4,846
Beets, : : .
Early «ev.... ot 4,710 7,400 5,600; . 830 2/ 1,036 836
Cabbage, : ‘ ' : : .
Fall .oivi..: 810 1,920 2,800: tons : 5,900 9,500 22,200
Barly ........:_ 37,560 57,100 58,000: "  :2/211,000 2/407,300 327,900
Total,2 groups.:_ 38,370 59,020 60,800: " : 216,900 316,800 50,100
Stock of 1936 . : .
Danish crop on : : :
hand,Jan. 1 ...: : 3/ 66,075 78,180 49,520
Carrots, : . :1,000 :
Fall veeuve...: 3,280 7,100  10,400:bush. 1,830 3,337 4,576
Barly ........t_ 8,460 11,000 ~ 3,800; " ~:2/ 1,840 2/1,877 1,533
Total,2 groups.:__ 11,740 18,100 19,200: " 3,570 5,214 €,109
Canliflower,fall: :1,0600 :
and winter ....: 7,990 8,800 9,750; crates: 2,261 1,968 2,356
Celery, fall : :
and winter ....: 7,180 9,050  11,500: " 1,240 1,538 1,840C
Barly eeeeven. r 7,620 8,900 10,150: % 2,533 2,538 2,957
Total,2 groupse.:_ 14,800 17,950 21,650: " 3,773 4,076 4,797
Cucumbers, : :1,000 :
Fall veeveeves: 1,180 1,600 1,600t bush. 93 160 96
Egegplant, : :
Fall weenn... ot 1,170 930 1,350: " g 210 133 245
Lettuce, : :1,000
Boarly vuove... .t 49,740 36,010 35,250:crates: 5,821 3/4,798 5,037
Onions, : 11,000
Barly ........: 23,060 34,970 24,200:sacks :2/ 2,308 2/3,302
Jan.l stocks .: " 3/ 3,089 3,368 3,605
Peppers, : +1,000 :
Fall veovvvvner 2,010 2,400 3,600:bush. : 406 350 640
Spinach, : : :
Tall veveveneat 2,940 2,900 2,600; " 888 754 780
Barly oo......:_ 30,860 51,450 62,000: ¢ 7,599 7,598 11,849
Total,2 groups.:_ 33,800 54,350  64,600: " 8,487 8,350 12,629
Tomatoes, : :1,000
Fall ...oo0vu.t 4,010 7,300  11,700:bush. : 256 584 609
Barly (1) +...:_ 10,990 11,000 18,500: ! 1,218 990
15,000 18,300 30,200: " 1,474 1,574

Total,2 groups. !
;; Includes asparagus for market and canning.
2/ Includes some quantities not harvested on account of market conditions.

3/ Four-year (1929-32) average.
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Truck croms: L.c.l. toerminal mrices and corlot shinients
i, . 3

smecified weriods

.

erlot shionents

! -3 Terminal »rices :
Corodity : ¢ Chiicamo :  New York : .Senson to
and : Unit ¢ Jap. : Jan. : Jan., ¢ Jan.,  Jan.  Jan,
State ; : 15, 15, 15, 15, .: 18,---¢ 1§,
: ¢ 1935 3 1927 ¢ 1956 ¢ 1937 ¢ 1236 ¢ 1937
: ':'Dollg, Dolls. Dolls. Dolls. Carsg  Cars
Snan bveans 1/ ....° Dushel. % 1,830 2,252
Pla. (rreen)....: basket "¢ 3.12 2.00 2.88 2,00
(vax)e.....: L 4 2,50 2.82 2,75 2.38°
Beets vevrnernenoas : 144 82
TCXe wevnevnn-n : 1/2 crate: 1.12 1,08 1.32 1,06
Cabhare vovvennnn. : Lettuce °: 1,484 2,458
Tex. (Domestic)..: crate i 2.00 1.55 2.35 1.75
Carrots «.vvvun... i crate : 2,487 3,078
Colif. .o..ov... ? 6 dogen 't 2.88 2,80 3.62 3.C62
TeXe wevrvunnn. .1 1/2 crater  --- 1,12 1,70 1.68
Celery wvweevenens : s 4,214 . 5,320
Calif. ..... ce.. 320" crate ' -
245 -3 doz.: 3,12 2.88 3.50 3.38 ..
Onions 2/ +..o.....t : C 14,430 13,081
Yellovws vooonn.. : B0 1bs. ¢ 1.00 .55 1.30 .02
Valencias +..... ;"o 1,31 .83 1,32 1.08 ;
Sninach, (savoy)..: bushel : _ 2,483 . 2,856
TEXe wevevnrvnnns ! basket ¢ .78 .75 .95 .82, :

1/ Carlot shivments include linma beans. :
2/ Chicaro onion mrices are based on corlot sales.
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