
FVS-2 

UIHTED STATJS DJ::P".RTi,1illJT C!F iJ.GRICt:LTURE 
Bureau of hgricultural Economics 

'.Vashington 

THE F'RUIT AND VEGETABLE SITUATION 

Febr'J.ary 19 37 

With tho exception of grapefruit, the early spring supply of 

fruits is below that of a year ago and prices for the next few months 

probably will avo rage somewhat higher than during tho corresponding period 

of 1936. Prices of oranges and lemons aro expected to average considerably 

higher during the remainder of the present marketing season (through 

October 1937) than in the corresponding period of last year. Grapefruit 

supplies are at a record high lovol, and prices will be maintained at 

somewhat lower lcJVols than during tho corros?ondL1g period of 1936. 

Vegetable supplies for the early spring market c were reduced by 

January freezes in California and unfavorable growing conditions in Florida. 

Supplies of most of thu truck crops, however, arc large:r than those of last 

year, and prices may average u~der those of a yoar ago. in the case of 

truck crops dawaged soveroly by the low temperatures, the reduction in 

supplies will result in highor average pricos than last year. 

Supplies of potatoes aro vory short and prices this spring probably 

will average as high or highor than in the spring of 1936. Prices of old 

stock potatoes are now subst~ntially higher than they were a year earlier, 

and aro lil<ely to continue to e<.dvanco during the next month or two. 
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CITRUS FRUITS 

Q_ra~g_e?_: yr_<?f?_J2ccti_v~ s_hor:t.9_r_ ~UJ?.El_i_es_.- Prices of orangos are 
expected to average considernbly high•jr. during tho remainder of the 
present marketing season than they have to date. Freeze damage has reduced 
tho California crop of Navel and miscellaneous oranges about 26 percent 
since January 1 and the Valencia crop about 4.1 percent. An unusually largo 
production of Florida oranges partially offsets the reduction in California 
Nav.;ls, so that supplies until late spring are likely to be only about 15 
percent smD.ll or than tho so of last year. The great reduct ion in tho 
Valencia crop, .1owevor, indicates very short supplies for suramer and fall. 

This year•s crop of California Navels and miscellaneous oranges is 
22 percent or 3,300,000 boxes less than the 1935-36 crop and 26 percent 
less than tho 1931-35 average. An increase of about 5,5v0,000 boxes in 
the production of other States, however, brings the total of winter and 
spring varieties for 1536-37 slightly above both the crop of last year 
and tho 1931-35 average production. 

Marketings thus far ir. tho current season have been heavier than 
usual. Shipments from F'lorida and California through the first week in 
E'ebruary were 22 percent greater than shipments for the corresponding 
period of last year, and 14 percent greater than the 1931-35 average; the 
greater increase occurred in Flor.ida shipments. The freeze dar.ago in 
California, togo thor with h0avior shipr;1ents during tho early part of the 
season, has reduced tho supplies of California orangus remaining for 
shipment during the spring months about 50 percent below supplies for a 
corresponding period of last year and 47 percent bolovJ the 19 31-35 average. 
Supplies of Florida oranges for shipment during the spring, however, are 
22 percent greater than those of last year and 28 percent abovo the 1931-35 
average. This partially off sot ts tho d0cre:J.S o in California supplies, so 
that total supplies of oranges for shipment during the spring are only 15 
percent less them last year and 10 percent below the 1931-35 av0rage. 
The prospective crop of Valencia oranges, as of February 1, 1937, is 29 
percent less thD.n the crop of last yeo.r, and 34 percent below the 1931-35 
average production. As California Valencia oranges constitute practically 
tho entire supply of oranges for consumption during the su1~mer and early fall 
months, the great reduction in the Valencia crop will result in extremely 
short supplies of oranges during this period. 

California and F'lorida orange prices rose rather sharply during 
the latter part of January in response to information regarding the freeze 
danage in C~lifornia. Prices declin8d during the first 2 weeks of February, 
but tho average of pricos for the week ended February 13 was higher than 
for the s0cond week of January. It is expected that orange pricos will 
follow a gradual upward trend until late spring and then advance r.1oro 
rapidly during tho sur.1mor and early fall when supplies will be very small. 
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yr~frui~! ~~~~rd ~oy_)pdi~ated.- The largest crop of grapefruit 
on record is indic~tod for the 1936-37 season, and a continuation of the 
relatively low grapefruit prices is in prospect. 

Large increases in the grapefruit crop this year occurred in 
Florida and Texas. Until this year TeX'lS has not produced a crop of more 
than 2,800,000 boxes, but with a large number of young trees coming into 
bearing and with favorable growing conditions, this ye~r•s crop is 
indicated to be almost 7,000,000 boxes. The Flor-i-d:a crop of 17,500,000 
boxes is the largest crop Florida has ever produced. Freeze damage in 
California and Arizona reduced their crops to about 50 percent of the 
1935-36 crop. Production in these 2 States represents only a small part of 
the total production, however, and the total crop was not ma-terially 
affected by these reductions. The total grapefruit crop is the largest on 
record and is 52 percent greater than the crop of last year and 46 percent 
above the 19 31-35- average production.· 

Total shipments of grapefruit this season through the first week 
of February were about 46 percent greater than during tbe same period of 
last season. In spite of heavier ~hipments in the early part of the 
season, however, supplies for the remainder of the marketing year are far 
in excess of those of a year earlier. 

The current marketing season opened in September with grapefruit 
prices at a relatively low level. The weighted average price per box of 
Florida grapefruit at Uew York was $2.34 in September 1936, compared with 
$2.74 in Se;tember 1935, and ~3.09 in September 1934· Since September, 
prices have declined seasonally, and in the second week of February 
Florida grapefruit averaged only $2.02 per box on the New York market. 
In view of the exceptionally large supplies of grapefruit avail~ble this 
year, it is oxp.ected that prices will remain at the present low levels or 
possibly show some further decline during the remainder of the marketing 
season • 

. Le!Il9_~~: Gma~~-~-~t_ ~-r_££ _in g x_~a_r~.- Lemon prices are expected to 
be maintained at a very high level during the remainder of the marketing 
year. January freeze damage reduced the 1936-37-crop to 5,832,000 boxes, 
28 percent below the 1931-35 average, and the smallest crop since 1924· 

Prices of lemons in the terminal markets advanced sharply in 
January, reaching a peak in the last week of the month. The weighted average 
price for the week ended January 30 was $7.28 at New York and .:';7 .58 at 
Chicago. During the first 2 we~?ks of F'ebruary prices declined, but 
remained at a higher level than.a month earlier. 
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Citrus fruits: Production, aver~ge 1931-35, annual 1935 and 1936 
production indicated on February 1, 1937 

--·-·· .. ...,_ ____ ,._. ___ -~ --·- --· ------·---- -·-- ----- . 
Crop and States : Average 

- _19}.~- - ____ : _ _l}.~~-:')5 ·--- .. 1936 
. - . ~ . ···-~ ... 

1,000 1,000 1,000 
Oranges: boxes boxes boxes 

Winter and spring variet.ies -
Calif. Navels and misc ...... : ll,232 14,469 15,216 
Fla. , all • . . • . • • • . . • . • • • . 21, 20.0 18, 000 16,824 
Five other .St a,t es •.•••.•.•.• : -·- _?., J.!+.~ __ --·- __ } ,_2}~ _____ __ )_~_0)_~ 

Total. ............. : 31+,772 33,703 33,076 
Summer and early fall varieties-: 

Calif. Valencias .•••••.••••• : 13,200 18,530 19,993 
Total 7 States .... :=.~4i~.9~ii.===--_22_,_~§_3 ___ =~-jJ_;of0~ · . .. . -· _ 

Grapefruit: 
Fla., all .•..••••.•..•....•.•• : __ }7_~_500 _ ---··-··--11_,500 -·-. ---~-1,_~_9}_ 

Seedless ••..•••••...•...•.... : 5,700 4,000 

Te~~her • ~ :: ~:: ~: ~:::: ~:::: ~:::: ~ ·- -~~-:-~-~-~-. ·-- ~j~-j--·.. 2,097 
Calif. • •..•.•••••••.••...•..• ~ 1,287 2,741 1,786 
Ariz. . . . • . .. .. • . . . . . • • • • • . • . . 1, 000 1, 8.00 961 

Total 4 states ••.. :_~)~~37I~~--:.:~~~-i]3~,)os~:==--16,:~-iC~ 
Lemons: 

Calif. •• ' ••••••• It •••• " ••••••• 5,832 7,707 8,018 
. 

------~--..---·- . ···-~--- .. --· ·----·-···--···· .. ---- _____ ,. ____ ,. -~ ------·-----
Net weight of contents of boxes varies. In California and Arizona the 
approximate average for oranges is 70 pounds net, and grapefruit 60 pounds; 
in Florida and other States oranges 90 pounds, and grapefruit 80 pounds; 
California 1 emons about 76 pounds net. 
l/ Relates to crop of bloom of year shown; picking beginning November 1 in 
California and September 1 in other States. 

Citrus fruits: Weighted average price per box at New York and 
Chicago, specified periods 

Week ended : Month 
Crop and market :Feb, i_:f:- Jan-:1"6-, :---F~b.--15-;--:-Jan.--;---··Jan~- ·-

. ___________ .... _ _ _____________ _: __ l_VJ ___ :_ .. -~23]__ __ :_}_~_3_6 ____ --~----lJ.li_._:_ _ _l9 3_6 .. ___ _ 

New York City: 
: R<:>).1_~r:--~-- D_o_l_l~r_s_ J2..o_l_laz:_~ :Qo_l_~-~~-s- Dollar_~ 

Ore.nges- Calif .Navels •.•• : 4.66 3·58 3-12 3.60 2.95 
Fla. • ••........ 3.26 2.82 3.06 2.94 2.84 

Grapefruit- Fla •••• · •••• :· 2.02 2.1.5 2.81 2.08 2.59 
Lemons - Calif. • •.••• : 6.37 5-30 4.68 5-57 4.81 

Chicago: 
Oranges- Calif.Navels ••• : 3. 99 3·70 3-14 3.76 3.06 

Fla. • . " .......... : 3· 23 3.02 3-35 3-09 2.91 
Grapefruit- Fla ••••••••• : 1.99 1.90 2.43 1.87 2.43 
Lemons - Calif. • ••••••••• 5-78 5.97 4-70 5.96 5.21 



FVS-2 - 5-

APPLJ!.'S 

Apple prices continue the upward trend started last fall and are expected 
to increase further during the next 2 or possibly 3 months. In other years of 
small crops and small storage stocks, apple prices have moved steadily upward 
from a low point in the fall tn a peal..: in late spring. The mov-ement of prices 
after April is dependent largely upon the quality of the stored apples. 

On February 1, 1937 storage stocks totaled 17,350,000 bushels, compared 
with 24,675,000 bushels on February 1, 1936, and the 1931-35 February l average 
of 21,082,000 bushels. Approximately 53 percent of the February 1, 1937 stor
age stocks were western bnxed apples and the remainder eastern apples. Rela
tively high apple prices during December and January encouraged withdrawals 
from stnrage at a greater than average rate. In the period 1926-35, an aver
age of 32 percent of' the December 1 storage stocks were moved into marketing 
channels during December and January. During these 2 months of the present 
season, withdrawals were almost 35 percent of the December 1 stocks. This 
tendency to move storage stocks earlier than usual has been a factor in pre
venting a sharp rise in apple prices thus far. 

The acccmpanyinv, table shows apple prices by varieties for the second week 
of January and the second week of February. These prices indicate the general 
upward trend in prices, which is expected to continue until late sprir~. 

Apples: L.c.l. jobbing and auction prices per bushel by varieties,specified 
periods 

Week ended Month 
Market and Feb. -l-3-,--Jan.-l-6-,--F--eb-.-1-5----,- ___ J_a_n_.-=.:.::.;...:.;;___J_a_n. 

____ v_ar_i_e_t_Y ____ _;____:l:-_~~· 3:..7:.__ _ _:___::l:..:.Sl..::3_:.7 __ _:_-=1.::..9.::.3_6 __ -'-___ l __ 9_3_7 __ __;.--:~-g-36 __ _ 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars 

Eastern applos (l.c.l, 
jobber prices): 

N.Y. Illlrket-
Greenings- N.Y •••••• : 
Baldwins- N.Y •••••••. 
Yorks - Va. . ........• : 
Mcintosh- Mass ••••.•. 

Chicago market
Mcintosh - Mich. • ••••. 
Greenings - Mich ••..•. 
Delicious- Mich •••••. 

Western apples (auctirn 
prices): 5:./ 

N.Y. market-

1.36 
1.47 
1.46 
2.16 

1.84 
1.34 
2.10 

Delicious- Wash. ••••. 2.GO 
Romes - Wash. • • • • • • • • . 1.88 
Spitz- Wash ••••••••• :3/ 1.81 

Chicago market - -
Delicious - Wash. • • • • . 2.40 
Romes - Wash. • • • • • . . • . 1. 67 
Jonathan - Wash •••.•• :~ 2.48 

1.33 
1.42 
1.45 
2.06 

1.68 
1.38 
1.74 

2.29 
1.81 

3/ 1.78 

2,25 
1.56 
1.7? 

Y Average for 2 days. 2/ Fancy grade. 

1.12 
1.00 

,83 
y 1.38 

1.30 
1.08 
1.25 

1.79 
1.63 
1.26 

1.47 
1.02 
1.38 

----

1.31 
1.40 
1.44 
2.03 

1.70 
1.39 
1.85 

2.33 
1.87 
1.79 

2.18 
1.61 
1.84 

~ l Average for 1 day. 

1.01 
,95 
.86 

1.32 

1.26 
1.13 
1.31 

1,48 
1.47 
1.62 

1,37 
1.19 
1.05 
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PO'rATOES 

It is probable that potato prices conerally will continue to rise 
durinc: the next 2 months inasmuch as the sup~)ly of potatoes, old and new com
bined, avaih1ble for market during the first half of 1937 is the smallest since 
1926. 

During the two seasons 1919-:-20 ar.d 1925-26, when the pntato supply sit
uation was COI;lparable with tfie present one, prices of old stock rose sharply 
during I(;arch and the greater part of April and then declined sharply through 
the remainder of the marketing season under pressure of heavy marlcetinc of 
new potatoes. In these two seascns new potatn prices declined from a high 
level in J:arch thrnugh the remainder of the season. Prices of' old stock 
potatoes this season to date have followed much the same trend. At New York 
and Chicago they reached a season low point in the early fall, and rose 
sharply to a plateau in January. In early February, New York prices tended 
to decline slir,htly under the pressure of heavy w..arketings from the eastern 
surplus states, but Chicago prices advanced to the highest levels to date of 
the late crop marketinr:; season. Prices of new potatoes declined olir,htly 
during the past month. 

The lTni ted States farm price r'lf potatoes averaged $1.22 per bushel 
on January 15, H~37, compared with $1.06 a month earlier and 65 cents a year 
earlier. On the basis of the present supr>ly and demand situation it is pro
bable that a further advance of from 30 to 40 cents per bushel will occur by 
April 15. 

Ea:rly reports on plenting intentions of potatn growers indicate an 
11.5 percent increase in the acreago for hnr7est in 1937 nver that harvested 
in 1936. 'I'he intended increases aro fc..irly uniform in all of tJ;e major groups 
of sto.tes. 1'~ though intended incrAnsos nre indice.ted in nearly e·:rery sto.te, 
the larc;est increases e.re indico.ted in those states where abc.ndc.nmcn t of 
acreage in 1936 was consi.der<.:ble becousE:: of drought. On a planted acreage 
basis the intended increase in acreage for ttle United Stn.tes cs a whnle 
amounts to only about 6 percent. Also, on the basis o:f the price of table 
stock Dnd the short seed supply, it is probable that the present planting 
plans vrill be modified dovmwnrd. As indtcrted in the genernl tJutlook stde
ment lo.st fell, the prospects are that the 1937 planted c.creage vrill be in
creased only slightly - nbout 2 percent over the planted o.croo.ge in 1936. 
This v:rould result in an ::tcrenge for llc.rvest in H137 about. 7 percent greater 
than vras harYe8ted in 1936 whtch, with average yields, vrould produce a United 
States potato crop of about 370,000,000 bushels. A crop of this size v:rould 
result in prices and incomes to grmters scmev7hat less than that nhich is 
being received for the l<J36 crop, but substantially higher than that recei Yed 
in other recent yee.rs. 
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Pot~toes! Shipping point prices, specified weeks 

Shipping point 
F.o.b, per 100-pound sack, : Cash to grower, bulk per 100 

LocaH ty week ended _ pounds, week ended 
Feb. 13,: Ja.n. 16,: Feb. 15,: Feb. 13,: J:m. 1'6,: FE>b. lS, 

1937 1937 1936 1937 1937 1936 

Potatoes: Termino.l market prices per 100-pound sr:.ck , specified weeks 

All purpose varieties Russet Burbanks 
Feb. 13,: Jnn. 16,: FGb. -15,: Feb. 13,: Jon. 16,: Feb. 15, 

1937 1937 1936 1937 1937 1936 

TRUCK CROPS 

Dollo.rs 

2.27 
2.00 

Al t~r. u.gn supplies of fresh ve:geto.bles produced in the Southern St.'\tes 
and C~:..Llfornia for the winter and early spring are now indicated to be less thM 
w.::>..s o.nticipnted in en.rly Jo.nuc..ry, supplies [).re still gener::-..lly ln.rger thr.n n 
ye~r· ngo. Prospective production was reduced or reta.rded by freeze dnmage in 
Cn.lifornio. and by unfuvorable weo.ther conditions and ins·oct. o.nd disease dnrno.ge 
in Floridc.. Prospective omounts of snap beo.ns; celerJ, ·lettuce, green pec.s o.nd 
tomn.toes 8.Vailnb1e for mo.rket were lowered somewhat the past month. On the 
other ho.nd, production o.nd mn.rketing of co.bb['.E';e, peppers and spinnch continue 
large, The fo.rm price index of COITIDterci[1.l truck crops in January of this year 
wa.s 115 compo.red with 118 a. yeo.r en.rlier a.nd 117 in Jc..nuo.ry 1935. In December 
1936 it W.':',S 99, 
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The export movement of Cu.br.n vc,;;ctn.bler.; to the United States for the 
1936-37 season has pnssed its pen.."~{: .-::J.ud..is ~:xpccted to decline during the 
latter half of Febru.~ry. ·High t·:;mp,::rz:.ctureB kcs.tened muturi ty this. season nnd 
pl!:mtings wnre somew}1o.t ei'trlier tho.n usuo..l. Bccc:t.lS\J of': severe freeze dc..'Llc~go 
to vot;;eto.bl<Js il1 Mexico ii1 Jo.nuary, · smallGr ainounts proonbly will bo imported 
from that country during tho remainder of the: seas'on. · 

Snap beans.- Prices of snc.p beans aclvunced substantially during the 
first half. of February as a result of d0creo.sed supplies. Shipments dropped 
followL1c; t:te pen?.: in tlle Flor~da ho.rvost nnd insect o.nd disec1.se domar.o;o to tl1e 
crop in the Evcrglo.dps und on th!J Eo.st Coast. Florida. :Sountifuls sold ot o.bout 
one dollc.r more :.ncr bushel during the we13k ended Februo.ry 13 thc.n durinG C!. 

correspondint:;; week '-'-.month earlier. The.prospective wiJ:ttcr crop in Florida. 
ho.s be0n reduced by frost do.mo.ge but is still larger th,::~.n tho.t of ln.st yoo.r. 
Tho crop is no,r.r i"1dicated to b9 1,950,000 bushels.compn.rod with 1,800,000 
bushels in 1936. 

:Seetn.- Texas bw"'.ched bods sold Qt slightly higher prices on the 
Chic::>.r.;o 0.11d l1Tow York me>.rkets during the weuk ended Februo.ry 13 thon duri~1g o.. 
corresponding week a month earlier. More recent quoto.tio:.1s, however, !'.ro o.bout 
the sorno as severnl weeks earlier. The indico.ted production this yo:::x is 
16 percent below thn.t of 1936. A sUg~1t. rise: in prices through Febru:cry and 
Mo..rch ;;:ncy be ex:gected. 

Co.· •. /ba,go.- Cn.bb.a.ge prices showed only minor fluctuo.tions d.uring the 
la.st month, a.nd relq.tively low prices of southern grown stock are likely to 
conti:cme for scvera.l 'weeks. There vms a' slight recovory in prices in late 
J anu.o..ry o.nd CL1.rly Februr·,ry, but .orices nt shipping points in Texas cmd 
importc,nt city tormino.ls have reccmt,ly d.<::clined t9 c..bout. t}:1e s.::JnG low le·,rel 
roached in Jc.~mary. Domestic Round type. sold ::-,t r:pex~.s shipping points durL1g 
the ·;.;eok ended Februo.ry 13 at !1l1 aver~.ge of 72 cents per lettuce size cr.:,te 
compa.red rli th 76 cents during o. correspondin:;; Yveuk in Jo11~ry .:c:..1d 79 cents o.. 
yeC'..r a.go. Stored Dc.nish type sold c:.t 1Jew York shippL1g points during the 
week enclod Fe-bruary 13 o.t o.n a.vero.ge of $17.04 Sr'..cked per ton corrp.a.red with 
$16.87 rluring a corresponding period a week en.rlier, o..1;,d $19.67 a yeo.r e.'~.rlior. 

Tho estimated o.creo,c;e of cabbo.ge in tho second ea.rly st ... tes this yeo.r 
is slightly l:::.rg0r them. Lest yeo.r <>)1d considorn.bly l:::.rger thr'n the fr.yeo.r 
(1928-32) .::'..verc.go. There o.re reported incron.ses over 1936 of 40 percent in 
Alabo.mo., 36 percent in Georgie.., o.nd 12 percent in North Cr.rolin.~. Grov:ers in 
Mississippi Ccjid. Virc;inio. ho.vc: reported d.ecrea.ses of 3 percent in o..cre-:>.r;o. 

Carrots.- Cr1lifornia bunched c:::.rro.ts arriving on ma.rkots duri:1g the 
first hc.1f of FobruD.ry shoy;ed doJna.god tops as ('.. result of the J.:-:.nua.ry freezes, 
and priccc~ d.e'clined. The full extent of the freeze dnrna.:;;c is not yet knorm. 
E.:;..rlier reports indico.tod c.. combined prodJ.ction of the Co..lifornio.. f1:.1.ll crop 
t:ond the Texf.'I.::J o.nd Arizona early crop 17 percent grec.ter tho.n in 1936. Shipment~ 
have fallen off in recent weeks rmd some improvement in prices during tho next 
few Viee£s is expected if quality improves. 
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Co.uliflower.- Cv..uliflower prices during the second week in Fcbrur;.ry 
were c.bout 25 percent higher thr--..11 during a. corresponding week in Jnnuc..ry r.nd, 
at present, a.ro consider ..... bly t'..bovo prices of 0.. yeD .. r o..go. Shipments, \7hich 
v:erc light in e.~rly FcbruD.ry, hv .. ve since increo.sGd. but e.rc still belo·:r ><h::-.. t · 
is ordinnrily expected t~"lis se['..SOn of th~ year. Prices u::ma.lly rise frcm 
Februn.ry to MD..rch as shipmento d.ocline. The scD.son 1 s peok in prices mo.y hD.ve 
been reached durine:; ti1e recent c.dvo..nco. 

Celery.- Fro0ze dc.mo.ge in Californi:.:.. o.nd WD.XT:\ dry weather in Florida 
have reduced production of celer-; in tho e::crl~r States. Production in those 
States is no\·: indicated to be olif.~htly smo.ller thnn in 1936. Acre['_go for the 
summer crop in Ct." .. liforniD. is. estirnl'..tcd to be 1, 700 acres or D.bout 11 percent 
smc.ller tho.n t:.1.e 1936 c.cre~e. Ce:lery prices during the week ended Fcbrur.ry 
13 were considerc.bly lo'.·1cr thon during n. corresponding ·.•coJ~ in J:mur.ry. Lo..rge 
shipments nnd accomp[mying low prices resulted in D. shipping holid<\f' being 
cnllGd in Florida. in early Februo.ry. Prices htwe since shown some rocovor-J 
o.nd D.re expected to rise c.s tho mr;.rkots become relieved of the recent lcrge 
supplies. Tho normal sea.soll.D.l price trond is up·uc.rd from Fcbru.:'!..ry to Mr'.rch. 

Onions.- Prices of onions have c.dva.nced st.£' .. rply o.t shipping points 
and importc.nt terminal lfiD.rkcts since oo.rly in Fcbru'.'..ry. ThG shr;.rp rise in 
prices h.::,s occurred dcspi tc the hoo..vy production of lo..te crop onions last "jrccr 
a.nd record stocks reported in growers• c.nd d.e:'..lers• hands on Jr-.mu.ry 1. Tl-;.o 
sharp upturn in onion prices is r;..ttributed to (1) f'..ll unusur;.lly (.;ood demcnd 
over the widespread a.rco. hit b;y the 1936 drought, (2) improved domn:;.1d conditions 
in generc.l,. nnd (3) tb.e present prosp(;.cts for c~ s;.na.ll 11cw crop in the early 
group of Stc..tes. Thuro \7r,s o.lso r::omc reported dDJar-.-::;e: to onions on the '::est 
coD..st during t1w roce11t freezes. 

Onions: Pric..;s per 50-pound SD.clr:, cn..rloa.ds, f .o. b. 
shipping points, specified rJGeks 

Week ended 
LOC.:'.li ty 

Feb. 13,: J 1".:;.1. 13, Dec. 12, Nov. 14, 
1937 1937 1936 1936 

Ce:·.ts Cents Cents C-::r..ts 

Western :'.nd Centrnl: 
lil'ew York ?6 54 56 42 

Grrmd RL'-:t>idc, ... '. i r.dC!l.: 86 44 50 38 

Feb. 15, 
1936 

Cents 

102 
91 

.. ····---···---------------·--------
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The -:Jreflent si t1.1.ation upy :-;e con~/.<;~.recl vri tl1 1935. L1:1te thgt vrinter 
and e.-::rly s-~·rin;:: !Jrices of bte cro:) onions o.rlvqnced s'.1arply. ?rices rose 
ra~idly durinc:· the 1:-J.ttor -._)art of :ifoi)r11~ry, tnrrmch ?f..,_rch and early 1\.-)ril, 
and an unusuoll;y :.::ood. Qcnand c1cvelo1;ed over the area affected by the 1934 
drow~ht. In :.·:rmy sections of the drou.;ht l'!.re."\. hone store(l and canned s;arden 
'!}roducts ,-ere short. The ''resent su-!pl~- si tw:ttion :;,lso corres-.;onds to that 
"Jrevailinc in E'32-33. In late Febnw.ry and. :io.rch 1933, there wns n substantial 
rise in onion ~)rices. This season, ~iith an iu2:JroveLl. denanct and wide distribu
tion of the crop, it is quite likely thf1.t the trend in cnion prices durinc: the 
re;.1<.1.inder of tlle season ·orill :.1ore noarly a·}·;roach that of 1935. 

Carlot sl:i 1Jnents fron ir:::;:J0rta:1t L1te Ste.tcs cturin::_- the r.reek ended 
Fe'nuary 13 totrled 864 ce.rs co;.r;;mrecl ·;ri th 791 cars durinc the preceding vreek 
2.nC. 6~:'.:5 c2rs durin(· n. corres';ondinc: vreek in 1936. Shi-:-Jr.::ents this season to 
Febru.qr;[ 13 totaleC. 16,714 cars cor:::_Jared ·;.'i t:1 16, ?2·1 to 1 corTes~)ondin·; do.te 
in U36. 

Green ?eas.- ?rices of :e"ls '::1ac.e substn.nttPl f1dvrnces in Febru::1ry, ancl 
e>.re e:nectec. to continue nt consi.dern't-ly bieber levels than in 1~'136. ProC:uctior 
of earl] .'Teen -,ens in Floride.·, Texas .<>ncl_ the Ll'?erid Vnlley of CaHfornin 
is i:J.dic~.ltec1_ to be only 929,000 i:n.1shels, CO'.I!}rtrec_ 111ith 1,300,000 bushels in 
l'J36, n reduction of about 29 ··)ercent. The ~lea cro~) in t~1e St~te of Sonoro, 
Mexico, rras severely d&.v:-.,-::ec'. by freezes :"In~:_ it is e;ident that only a s::~nll 
::u-:wunt ;rill be ex:)orted to the United. St.n.tes this seetson. 

?e'T!ers (r-reen) .- :2rices of (:reen 1)ep:;ers have shovm little cl1em,:;e in 
the ·;:1st ;:!ont;1. Su::_J:)lies l1ave 'Jeen :-:-·lentiful nnd. recent -;:Jrices have been 
only G.b')ut one-half of those of 3. ye,,r e0.rlier. Production of winter crop 
reen )8::_J-;ers in Florida is ex:)octed to l)e 660,000 "bushels cor'?ared vri th 

132,000 bushels in 1936. The lon -::;rod.uction in 1336 1:ras the result of storn 
dar:;a:-:e to seed beds. Prices Qre ex-:_)ected to show little chance durino; the 
next fe·;r Yreeks. A 1arce cro-;_J is re::;orted in Cubn, ~mt unfavorable D8.r1-cets are 
holdin:: lJacl:: OJq:;orts, resul tine in wast0c;e of :9art of the '?rocluction. 

S·;inoch.- Wi t'::1 "]lentiful su:p-:::>li es avail8ble fro:.1 Texas -- the "?rincipal 
source of fres:1 Sliinach d11rin;:: tl'w winter nonths -- :;.:.rices hRve shown 1 i t·tle 
chan~·e qnd r·re ex:jected to continue !'It the :;resent rel(-1tively low levels. 

WATERMELONS 

-;ro.ternelon r-rowers in the four Southeastern States (Floricla, Geor-:;ie., 
South C,-,_rolirn e.nd-1Jort~1 CaroHna) ro"'Jort the.t they intenrl to increase tho 
acre':'.·;e -:;le.ntccl to waternelons by ,-,"bout 6 •7ercent over tb"l.t lv1.rvested in 
1336. In vieTI of the relatively hi:)1 "'Jrices received for the 1336 crop, this 
increase is suoller than wrJuld nor;-Jally te e~ectcd and nay be accounted for 
"by 70'Hers 1 strter-:ocnts that thcJ ex-pect to :'_)rofi t :::1ore by :rlantinf their fields 
to so·.~1e other cro:p in 1337. 

On the besis of "'Jresent acreac·e indications, e.nd vri th a ;yield equal to 
the "~.ver.?.''e of t:1e nqst 5 years, the 1937 vrater:.1elon production in this area 
would be sli::-htly under thnt h2rvested in 1936. If tbe per-acre yiolcl. should 
be so:::eY:here ;;o:tvreen the FtveraPes for t~1e last two 5-year l_;)eriods, the 1937 
cro:'_) vro,~lc. exceed the 1936 crop 'by n_:)out one-fifth. The sDaller su::)ply vrould, 
ni th i:~r?rovec~ de~1anc conc.i tions durinc the 1937 :1-Jrketinc season, result in 
considerably hi[her ~rices than those received in 1336, but the larrer crop 
would :::1ean slichtly lower :;rices for 19 37 than were received. in 1936. , 
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Truck crops: Acreage and production; average 1928-32, annual 1936 and 1937 

Commodity 
and group 

: ---.!~-~~~~- ________ : __ . __ . ···--------~-ro~_uct_i£E _______ .. ___ . __ 
:Average: : 1937 : 1 Average : 1937 
:1928-32: 1936 :(prel.): Unit : 1928-32 1936 :(indicated) 

Acr~s__ -~ __ 4-.c.£~~ : 
Asparagus, :1,000 

Early 1( •.•...... : 74,560 79,900 80,300:crates 7,249 7,925 
snap beans' : :1' 000 

Fall •••..••••.••• : 12,000 14,900 2l,OOO:bushels: 1,013 1,295 1,986 
Early (1) ••••••••. 9,660 30,000 30,000: " : 936 1,800 1,950 

Total,2 groups :-=-2\~.-~~~-~· __ 4A;:io2 __ j]_,)_q_<?.: · =-~=~- i,9I9-·~-];o95~))l._j~-~-
Beets, 

Early ............ : 4,710 7,400 5,600: " 
Cabbage, 'JJ 

Fall ••••••••••••• : 810 1,']20 2,800:. tons 
Early •. : ••••• , ••• : 37 ,)60 57 ,100 58,000: · " 
Second early ••••. : 13,810 18,3.00 19,400: 

To tal, 3 groups : 3-~~~i"so':_jj_ ,_l2~(- :§:p_;2~oo: 

5,900 9,500 22,200 
:2/ 211,000q'J07,300 327,900 
: :gj_8~!..70 ~._9_ ~1:_ 0-~- _ .. ---

Carrots, :1,000 
Fall ·····•••·•• •• : 3,280 7,100 10,400:bushels: 1,830 3,337 4,576 
Early ..... ; •.•••. : ·--~4_6_~~~~~---~J?.?_~: " :g/ 1,840 _g/1,~_7? ______ f,S33 

Total,2 groups :_l_h'Z.49 ... _l_t2_,1q_Q .. _j..J-L~o_Q_:_ " : ___ _,l'-6_70 __ S_,1_1J±_ ___ 6 .•. l.q_~--
cauliflower, :1,000 

Fall and winter •• : 7 1990 8,800 9,7)0:crates 2,261 1,968 2,356 
Celery, 

Fall and winter ••. 7·,180 9,050 11,)00: " 
Early •• , .•••.•••• : _7_,_~~q_ __ ~iJ_O_o ___ !-_q_,.Qj_O_:. " 

Total,2 groups : __ 14_,80_? ___ l7,J.S0 __ _£1_~_..'20: " 
Second early •••.• : 1,000 1,900 1,700: " 

1,240 1,538 !tfl,840 
: _ .. _. _?_,_5.1) ____ ?..,!.5)_0 __ . 2_, so 1 
: .. _ ___j_,]J]__l±..,OJ-_§_ ____ 4 .• 34!-_ . 
: 590 9o9 ---

Lettuce, :l,ooo' 
Early ............. 49,740 36,010 35,250:crates 5,821 4.798 5,037 

Onions, ;J : 1 , 000 
Early ••.••••••••.. 23,060 34,970 24,200:sacks :g/ 2,308 E./.'3.302 

P~as, :1,000 : 
Early •••••••••••• : 6,470 16,400 16,200:bushels: 1+38 1,300 929 

Peppers, 
Fall ............. : 2,010 2,400 3,600: 406 350 6L~O 
Early (winter) •.• :_ .3.•3..~_0 __________ 609 ..... 3LQ..C!_O_: " :. --·- -- 8 3!t_ ____ __ _])~-- - -__ 6_6_o_ -

Total,2 groups •• :_.5.J3.J..q . ..J..LO_~o. ___ 6J_~OO: " 
Spinach, : :1,000 

: ______ 1 •. ~4.<?. __ 482 ___ ~-·~o_o_ __ 

Fall ••••..••..••• : 2,940 2,900 2,600:bushels: 888 754 700 
Early ••.•.•.•.••• : 3_0_,_§_6_q __ 5:1:., 4.5_0 _ §.f?_,_o_o_?_:_ " : _ _ ]_,_599 __ ]_,5._~_6_ _ _ 11, W1J- __ 

T Total, 2 groups •• : .. )J.J_8_0_9. ___ .?_4.L3..20. --~4.t.~_oo: " ·--~t4.S7 ___ e ,j,S_o ____ l.~, 62.~ ... _ 
omatoes, : : 
Fall •••••.••..••• : 4,010 7,300 11,700: 11 

Early ( 1) •••••••• : __ t~J..2.5l_Q_ __.g_,_ooo __ ljl_t?OO: " 
Total,2 groups •• : 1),000 18,300 30,900: " 

256 584 
: 1 218 990 
----~-----·-

1,474 1,574 

4L~4 
1,632 
-2,'67"6'- .. 

-·-··- ... __ . : : 
.H ... 00 00• 0 00 Oo "-000 -- 0 Oo ...... - ....... ·- ··- -· 0- 0 o0 ....... ·- ... -. 00 000 .. 00 --- .. --·----- ~--~----- > 

1 l/ Includes asparagus for market and canning. 
Y Includes some quantities not harvested on account of market conditions. 
2/ Stocks of Danish cabbage, January 1; 1929-32, 66,075; 1936, 78,180 and 
1937' 49 ,)20. 
~ Includes production which was destroyed by cold weather. 
~ Stocks of onions, January 1; 1929-32, J,069; 1936, 3,368; 1937, 3,605. 
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Truck CroYJs: \Jholes.;•lE: nrices n.t Chic"'.c~o a~1d Nev.r York, s-::wcified vroelrs 

Cor:codi ty 

·'ll1d 

St.,-,_te 

Unit 

.. _ .. _________________ _ 
. Chic::..::o , New York . . 
·--\ioek!Weck_:_7ee;:.:: -:-lieek :· i7eek : Week 
: endei : ended : ended : ended : ended : eneed 
:Feb.l3, :Jan.l6, :Feb.l5, :Fcb.l3, :Jan.lG, :Feb.l5 1 

------'---------'--· l2?,LL . ..1J23.'".L_;_l_8..3__Q. _ _:_.J.]_37 : J 97{7 .: 19!"?6 

Sn.:rJ 3cans ......... : 
FlD .• (:Uountifuls.) : busbel 

13eets .............. · 
Tex •.•........... : ~ crnte 

Cao"J,"'·.~ce ( · · · · · · : · ). · · : Lettuce 
TGx. Douest1c ... : cr~te 
Flo.. (?ointec~) ..• :1-~ bu. hDp. 
N. Y. (Jenish) .... :50 n. sack 

Carrots ............ : 

3.10 

1.25 

l. 64 

• 69 

C1.lH •........... :crn.te. 6 doz.: · 2. 31 
Tex . ............ : ~crate 

Caulil.flri-i'mr ·•'ft• •••••• : ,, ' 

C3.lif ••••......... : cr;te 
Celery .......•..... : 

C;.lif. ••........ :20-22 11 crG.te 
4-8 doz. 

Fla. • .•..... , ... : 1011 crrtte 
~1--10 clo z. 

Lettuce ( Ice~)Orc:') ... 
'· crn.te 

C1.lif. ·· •• •• ••. ··: ~ 5 P')Z r-"• ..... ,, 

Ortions ............. : 
Yellows ....... : 50 lb. sn.ck 

II V0,lencias ...... : n 
?ens . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . bushel 
II 

Flr: .. 
Tex. 

?e"'T)ers 
Fla. ( Fancy): Il bu. 

(xF~ncy): 2 
cr. 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
Tex. • ............ : 

To:·:13.toes •.......... : 
Fla. 
C1iba 

. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . v ........ : 

bushel 

Lw~s 6 x 6 
II II 

l. J5 

1. 96 

2.15 

.?4 
1.14 

3.12 

2.18 

• 7'J 

2. 60 

. 

1. 84 

l. 08 

l. 59 

.?4 

2.J6 
l. 26 

l. 70 

3.20 

3.15 

. 51 
• 86 

2.66 

2.15 

.73 

2.55 
2.54 

2.58 

.95 

1. 75 

2.65 
1.20 

1. 30 

2.25 

l. 03 
J..OS 

.95 

~~. 18 
;.:.60 

3.32 

l. 38 

1. 89 
1.12 

• 56 

2.45 
1.09 

2 .• 19 

2.13 

2.18 

5.20 

.87 
l. 33 

3.62 

1. t..O 

.86 

1.?4 

1. 70 

1.10 

l. 74 
.78 
• 51 

3.58 
l. 61 

1.76 

3.13 

;).13 

3.36 

.63 
1.08 

2.05 

1. 68 

2.17 

1.29 

2.14 
1.44 

.64 

3.10 
l. 35 

l. 51 

3.06 

2.90 

2.85 

1.18 
l. 52 

l. 53 

4.1'3 

1.02 

2.00 
2. 46 

l)--~1 e~r -y,;~lr ~:;-ri-ze s --r-8-.-~..,-r-e_s_e_n_t_a_u_c_t_i ;) n ~-~le s, al·_~--;~;.;-;.---------------

----0----



POTATOES, U.S. NO.I (EXCLUSIVE OF RUSSET BURBANKS): ADJUSTED 
PRICES AT NEW YORK AND CH ICAGO,I919-20,1925-26,AND 1936-37* 
DOLLARS,----
PEA 100 
POUNDS 

5 

4 

3 

2 

ADJUSTED L.C.L. PRICE AT NEW YORK 

; I I 

1------4------:---------~--------·-------1 

0 
6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

0 

ADJUSTED CARLOT PRICE AT CHICAGO 

1925-26 ............. ""' , .... 'I ,_, 1"\ ,. .., 
I v'J 
I 

I 

APR. JUNE AUG. OCT. DEC. FEB. APR. 
•ADJUSTED FOR CHANGES IN B.L.S. INDEX NUMBERS OFWHOLESALC trOOO PRICES, (JULY tj)5 -JUNE 1936 = 100) 

PRODUCTION IN 371NTERMCDIAT£ AND LATE STATES; 1919 -CO=C80,1CJ,OOO BUSHELS; 1925·?6~<275,362,000 BUSHELS; 
1936-37, BUSHELS 

JUNE 

U S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 31648 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONO .... I CS 

' 
IN PREVIOUS YEARS WHEN JANUARY I STOCKS OF POTATOES 

IN THE 37 INTERMEDIATE AND LATE STATES WERE SIMILAR 
TO THOSE INDICATED FOR THIS YEAR, ADJUSTED WHOLESALE 
PRICES AT MARKET CENTERS ROSE SHARPLY FROM THE SEASONAL 
LOW POINT IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER TO A PEAK IN APRIL OF 
THE FOLLOWING YEAR. 


	00000001.tif
	00000002.tif
	00000003.tif
	00000004.tif
	00000005.tif
	00000006.tif
	00000007.tif
	00000008.tif
	00000009.tif
	00000010.tif
	00000011.tif
	00000012.tif
	00000013.tif

