BUSH BERRIES

INDICATED PRODUCTION -~ WASHINGTON AND OREGON -
JUNE 15, 1966 June 24, 1966

The mid-June survey of Washington and Oregon bush berry growers indicates
that the production of red raspberries, loganberries, and boysenberries and young-
berries will be above last year, but that the production of black raspberries and
currants will be below a year earlier, Iate spring frosts have reduced prospects
from earlier expectations. Harvest of red raspberries is expected to ‘begin about
June 27 in Oregon and. around July 1 in Washington. .

" Red raspberry production is forecast a.t 35.5 million pounds, 12 percent more
than last year and 25 percent above average. In Washington the acreage is down
from last year but better yields are expected., Oregon's acreage of red raspberries
is unchanged from last year but yields are expected to be well above 1965. A
frost in Washington on May 27 caused serious localized damage but the majority of
the fields escaped with little or no damage. Yield prospects in most fields are
for an average or better crop. Prospects are good in Oregon but on some non=
irrigated acreage the fruit is not sizing well due to the dry conditions this
spring. Some scattered frost damage occurred in (lackamas and Maltnomah counties,
but very little acreage was affected. Frult set and size are very good on the
first and second year plants.

M production is forecast at 4.3 million pounds, 23 percent less
than last year but 14 percent above average. Most of the production is in Oregon.
A hard freeze in that State during late May severely damaged the crop in Clackamas,
Maitnomah, Washington, and Yemhill counties. In other producing areas some frost
damage occurred, but very little of the acreage was affected. Dry weather has
reduced production on the non-irrigated fields in all areas. The older plantings
seemed to have been hurt most by the dry wegther. Localizedi {frost damage has also
reduced. prospects in Washlngton.

g_m,z;agg_g- Washington s production of currants is expected to total 1.h4
million pounds, down 6 percent from last year but 45 percent more. than average.
Acreage is unchanged from 1965 but yields are expected to be down. A late spring
frost lowered yield prospects in both the Yakims Valley and on Vashon Island.
Harvest is expected to begin about the second week of July.

Boysenberry and youngberry production in Oregon is forecast at 5.7 million
pounds, up 26 percent from last year and 43 percent above average. The late May

freeze also caused some 8amage to boysenberries and youngberries, but not as ex-

tensive as to black raspberries. Yield prospects are up from last year. In most
areas the crop development is about a week ahead of a year ago. Harvest is ex--

pected to start around July 1l.

loganberries: The Oregon loganberry crop is expected to total 1.7 million
pounds, 19 percent more than last year but 14 percent below average. Acreage.and
yield prospects are both above last year. Widely scattered frost damage oceurred,
but the acreage affected was small. Berry size will be smaller than last year on

some of the non-irrigated acreage because of the dry weather. Barvest will prdb-
ably get underway about the last of June. -' ‘
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1/ Yleld and productlon estimates :f'br_ this crop will be released July 25, 1966. .
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