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Per capita meat production during 191J.7 Is expected to be sl lghtly larger than 
in 191J.6, and, except for the recent war years, the largest since World War I. Beef 
suppl les promise to be large In 191J.7. Pork Production for 191J.7 as a whole may nearly 
equal that of 191J.6, although output will be seasonally small during the second and 
third quarters. Lamb output will be the smallest In several years. 
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LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER, PRICES AND MARKETINGS, MEAT PRODUCTION 
AND STOCKS, AND HOG-CORN PRICE RATIO 

FEDERALLY INSPECTED SLAUGHTER, UNITED STATES* 

.--~\ 

_[ 

j·-._ 
"·""-. 

0(; 

_"L­

tJ 
.... 

HOGS 
I 

J 
MILLIONS~--~ 

JO..JF i - \ -·-

I ·':-----1 THOUSANDS 

CALVES n :.1tLLtO~~s I r--·~-~--------,._~ L SHEEP AND LAMBS 

400 

0 
JAN. 

--- '-' +--~~ 6 

4 

2 

c 

1.200 

800 

APR. JULY OCT. 

900 

600 

L 
3 I ' 

I I ; 

~ y--1946 [ 1945 ' -

~
' 
. 

I ~ 1- I : ~ 
I , 

~1935tav. I 1 ~ 

2 

0 

300 

0 
JAN. APR. JULY OCT. APR. JULY OCT JAN 

MARKET PRICES AT CHICAGO 
DOLLARS ~---, DOLLARS I DOLLARS 

PER 100 
POU NOS 

DOLLARS ,------.---~-----­

PER 100 
POUNDS 

20 

16 

12 

8 

JAN. 

RATIO 

20 

16 

12 

8 

PER 100 SLAUGHTER STEERS PER 100 
POUNDS 

SLAUGHTER LAMBS 
POUNDS 

25 18 25 

20 15 20 

15 12 15 

10 9 10 
'--

APR JULY OCT. JAN. APR. JULY OCT. JAN. APR. JULY OCT. JAN. APR. 

HOG-CORN PRICE RATIO, MEAT PRODUCTION, MEAT STOCKS AND MARKETINGS, UNITED STATES 
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Approved by the Outlook and Situation Board January 20, 1947 

SUMlVlARY 

Prices of fed cattle, especially of· top grades, are expected to d!'lcline 

SCilmewhat from early January levels. J.J!arketings of such cattle will in~roase 

through tho spring. Prices of lower grade fed cattle and of stocker and feeder 

cattle probably will continue relatively high. Supplies of these cattle will be 

seasonally small. Hog prices are expected to remain near present high levels 

during the spring and summer as marketings will decline more than seasonally. 

Lamb slaughter will be smaller in 1V47 than in 1946. Prices of lambs will be 

higher relative to 1946 than prices of other livestock. 

Meat-animal prices generally will be higher during the first half of 1947 

than in the first half of l94G when price ceilings were in effec-t.. In the latter 

half of 1947, however, prices are expecte-d to decline. 

Domestic civilian meat supplies in 1~47 may average arnund 150 pounds per 

person, about 5 pounds more than in 1946 and the largest since 1911. Dressed meai 

eutput this year may total nearly 23 billion pounds, somewhat more than in 1946 

e.nd around 30 percent more than average production in 1937-41. Exports of meat 

and military purchases this year are likely to be materially less than the 2.3 

billion pounds in 1946. 

All 11f' the increase in meat output in 1947 will be in beef and possibly 

veal. A near-record number of cattle W[•S on grain feE::d Janl.lury l, promising 

a large cattle slaughter during the first 9 months of 1947. Dut the number of 

sheep and lambs on feed January l was 12 percent less than a year earlier, and 

11 percent less tnan the lj4l-4:S averar:;e. Total hot; sla.ugitter from April throut;h 

~eptember will be smaller than a year earlier, partly as a result of o.n 11 
\_/ 

percent reduction in the 1946 fall pig crop. Slaughter during; the fourth 

'!_uarter of the year, however, will be large as o. result of a prospectively large 

1947 spring pig crop. 
(For release January 28, A.M.) 
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OUTLOOK 

The 1946 pig crop totaled slightl.y more than 83 million head, 4 percc-:nt 
less thllll in 1945, and the ornallest since 1940. All of the decreao0 was in 
thn fall crop which was 11 percent below 1945· 

Compar·2d with 1946, about 6 percent moro sows are expected to farrow in 
the 1947 spring; season (December 1946-May 1947) according to farw:rs1 intcmtions 
reported about December 1. Based on the' indicA. ted number· of sows to fo.rrow 
in tho spring of 1947 and the 1935-44 average size of littE;rs., the 1847 
spring pig crop would total about 53 million ht~ad, or l.tbout ono-h:::.l f million 
more thnn the 1946 spring pig crop. The indicated incrcc.se of' 6 percent in 
the number of sows to farrow in th0 spring is, howov<Jr, considerably smaller 
than has occurred in years wh'3n hog-feed price rslf:l.tionrohips W<)rG not ns 
favorable as those of the current season. 

Total hog sltmghter will decline ser..sonally after January or early 
February. A secondary peak in hog slaughter is expected about ~.1ay, but 
the peak in Mrcy probably will b3lower than thn.t of ~Jlay 1946 because of 
the smaller 1946 fall pig crop. From o.bout July through SE:ptember slaughter 
will be seasonally small. A g:reater-than-seasonal ri s(; in hog slaughter ; s 
in prospect for thG fourth quarter of 1947, r2flccting th8 increased 1947 
spring pig crop. 

More than seasonal reduction in pork supplh;s during the spring ·~nd 

su::uner will bE: a strong support for hog prices at that tirr~e. But, it is 
unlikely thc.t hog prices will be much above the current high levels, partic­
ularly in view of the substantid increase in beef supplies in pros!Jsct. 
Hog prices in October-December 1847 probably will be lower. Prices lcre 
expected to sto.y ahove support levels during the 1946-47 hog marketing 
year.· The support, announced last Octobor, is rm av·::rage price of $14.25 
per hundred pounds, Chic~go basis, for good ond ahoice butcher hogs. 
It varies seasonally from a low of $12.'15 in December 1946 to a high 
of $15.75 in September 1947. This support l~vel reflects a parity of 
.$15.10. If the parity price for hogs on Murch 15 exceeds $15.10 p0r 
100 pounds, tho support price through SeptembGr 1947 vlill be incrco.sod 
proportionately. Po.ri ty for hogs on Decembr~r 15 was :irl5. 50. Hogs nre 
thtl only meat animals for which price supports o.re rrendatory under 
existing legislation, if funds are available. 

Farmers' cosh receipts from hog rr.D rkstings in 1947 o.rc expect0d to 
be slightly above 1946, but below both the record of $2.9 billion in 1943 
and the $2.8 billion in 1944. 
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Prices of burrows o.nd r,il ts o.t Chicago declined from tho reco rd-hir.;h 
8.Verage of ~p21, 78 per hundrnd pounds during the week ended Novc-:mbor 30.1946 to 
nn nverc.ge of $22,15 for woeJk ended Januory ll, 1947. This dEle line followed de­
clines in pork and J.c,rd prices t~t rcta.il and wholesc.lo. Wholesale; prices 
of' nost fresh pork products reached a pa~~k in October, nnd ht;l.VU sine e d~-

cljned materially. Wholes~lo prices of most cured pork items r~ached o 
ponk in November but ho.ve since declined moderately. Vfuolesalu lard prj cos 
(prime str~o.m, 1-pound cartons) fell from a po~1.k of 48 cents per pound at Chic "-.':0 

durinr; the week ended October 19, · 1946 to 26.6 cents per pound durinG the week: 
ended January 11. 

Table 1.- Hog prices o.t Chic a':"o compo.rod with composi to wholesr.J.le 
0.nd retail hog product prict!S at New York n.nd wholesr:.le 

and retail values o.t New York 

Average :Composite price per.pound:Valiio-of products from· 
:_price per 100: hot; products, New YorJr :100 pounds li vo hog, Hew Ycrl: 

Yc;a:t 
and 

rn-:mth. 

: pounds good :-· 
: nnd choice Wholesn.le 
:200-220 pound: l/ 
:butcher hogs,: 
: ChiCDbO : : 

He tail 
y 

------ ----: -DoTlt=i.rs- --- _C<Jnts --- -~Cents 

1946 . 
June 14.85 24.67 30.20 
July 19.6 5 39.46 43.88 
Aur,ust 22.44 44.11 51.36 

November 24.35 51.62 58.34 
· Dcce!:lber 2 3 0 L18 

I 

:Wholesale ~/ 

-DoTlo.rs Doll m· s 

13.27 15.90 
21.22 23.10 
23.72 27.04 

27.76 ~~0. 71 

23.77 28.38 

Y(Srnokod.ho.i!ts, baeoii-:-p-icnics-;-rr"Gsh loins and carton lard combin0d in 
proportion to their respective yields from live weight. 
2/ Composite average of semi-monthly quotations for various cuts, including 
Tarrl, combined in proportion to their respflctive yiRlds fro'Tl live weight. 
?.,j Includes lo.rd, wholessle br.<sed on 53.78 pounds and rstecil 52.64 pounds. 
Source: Production and !'ilad::eting Administration. 

The soasono.l peak in weekly hog slaughter for the current season o.:)po.rently 
wns r0ached in the third w,:ek of Novomber. December and <.Jurly Jo.nuo.ry slou;;ht3r 
continued seasono.lly large but below that of o. yef.;.r earlier. Slo,.lghtcr und0r 
F•.CJderr:tl inspection totnled 5.1 rnillion hsad during Decemb0r, 7 p·;rc(mt le~s .Lhun 
n. ye;or earlior and the sma1l0st for tho month since 1938. ln r;ovcmb,.r :::'od ral_ly 
inspected hog slaughtGr wns tho lo.rgvst for the month on rr-jcord, except for 1943. 
The only yci\rs, since 189'!=)'whr\f(N'ovem.b~·r si.lo.ugh.ter 1/r:>.B g-r0c•ter tbo.n D(:c0mber were 
1911, 193·1, ~md·, 19:46;,1 ·= 
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it n,:ur-recor.J number of' cnttlo o.nd cn.lvos wtts on grain feed January 1. 
Tho usti ·m tcod 4. 3 million on fo0d was 2 pnrcent· more thnn on J:tnuo.ry 1, 1946, 
nnd 26 p~rccnt more than tho 1937-11 avernge. Tho nw1ber on feed oxcooded 
thd of n yt::nr eFtrli~..-r by 8 pe:rcont in thu Etlst North Central States, and by 
2 pcrc,mt in the host North CuntrrJl Stl:l.t•3s. Those incrouses much more than 
offset n reduction of 5 p<lrc··lnt. :in thr-J · W ]Stern States. 

Th·;rc wes e. much lo.rgGr proportion of calves and oth11r light weight 
f<~cdcrs (undci' 9UC' pounds) on feod in the Corn Belt on J,.muo.ry 1 tho.n a y•.w.r 
cnrlic:r. .Records of shipments of fcodur t.nd stockdr catt1e from 4 lending mar­
kets show A lar~c incr0ns0 in tho mov0ment of stocker and foedor c~lvos, cows, 
und heifers c0mpnred w:i. th u yuo.r earlier, vhilo thors was only a. moderato :in­
CI"OA.sc in the movc'!llint of st·~ors. 

Shipm·~nb· of stocker m1d feeder cattle into 8 Corn Belt 8tates in December 
wore 25 pcrc\.mt f!,ronter than u. yunr eo.rli<.::r. Sidpmcmts of' feeder and stock0r 
cnttlo from 4 markets in ourly .Tuni.W.ry continued a.bovG those of o. yoo.r er.rlier. 

'l'nblc 2.- Cottle end ct.lVJS on fned in principal fGeding Stlltes 
by regions, Jnnuc.ry 1, 19~~7-41 nvorage, 1942-47 y 

.. . 
Yc>ar ·: 

1937-41 o.vero.ge ·: 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1::146 
1947 

12 North Central States:--
---;,..--,. 
T<'ast-1i0rt~- West :'forth: 

C:ontro.l · C1mtra:i . . 
Thous~:~.nds Thousrmds ---- ·-----

876 1, 725 
961 2,293 
U93 2,540 
905 2,319 
90? 2, 6 f>2 
888 2, 448 
961 2, 500 

--
Oth<..'lr Tothl 

Th()usnnds Thou-sands 

818 3,, 419 
931 4,185 
912 4,445 
791 4,015 
842 4,411 
875 4,211 
84G 4,30? 

'1/ .!.stim~ttL:s includconly cattle bdng fo.ttvnod f'ormnrkc0t ~:~.s o. dif:ti.nct agri­
cultural enterprise. Cattle fattened in smo.ll operations inciriento.l to dairy 
tlnd genorul fr~rming excluded, also excluding cuttlo finicho<l on distillery slop, 
1"\ostly in Kentucky, o.nd on byproduct· f,;cds in other States c,nd lo.rge numbers 
being winter fe:d in Wost Virginia., Virr~inio., Kentucky, and othur sto.tes. 
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Chttle slaug~tor in 1046 of around 10.3 million h0nd wns locs thru1 in 
ei thor 1CJ45 or 1')4~ but w;,s (~roator thrm be kill duriw~ rmy GIJ.rlt0r year. 
Fodero.lly Jnspocted catt.le slrmghter jn J.r;l.i.6 totalod ll.l+ mlll:i.on hcn.d Gompnred 
with 14.5 million a year e:·.rlior, However, slauc;htor of cattle in noninspoGtod 
plants in early 191+6 was of record size, and for tho y~ar c~s a whole apparently 
was greater than in 1945. 

The nurriber of calves slaughtered in both le;LJL!- altld lr 1 1~'5 excr,;cded 13 
mill.i on hend and set ne1v records. Slaughter in li)L~6 is tentatively est:i.mntr;d n~ 
nbout a million head leas than in tho two proceeding yp,ars, l1ut cons:irlc'jrably 
n1!ovo Utot for any other year of record. Calf slaughtnr :l.n 191n is oxpocl.c:d. 
to tH; :1.1311 in above average, 

Fe~ Q_£tt1~ Pr.Lces Prohubly Love:c in 1947 

' 
Avcre.ge prices of -prime and choice Corn Belt beef steers d.ecUned from 

~~·)3.')7 per 100 pounds for the week ended November 23, l')~-6 to $28.87 the wock 
ende<i January 11, 1r)l+7 a decline of $4~ .. 70. The declim' in prices for good r,rmle: 
steers :Ln th:c1t poriod was from $26.10 to ~;21t.94 or $1,16 per 100 pounds. Furthr:or 
subst1mtit1'1 doelln0n j,n prices of bot tor r:;ru.de fed cattle· a.re likPo>ly as m?rl-cctLngs 
of' mu~h cattle jncrease through the spring, Prtccs of lower grn<lo slEmghtcr 
ca1.+.lc and. fr:wder and stoclmro are likely to rr)rnai.n relativoJy high through th• 
oprin1~, w:l t-.h seasonally small suppHes for market. Such c•tttle make up the 
1mlk of supply in the fall. Prices of lower srade C'tttlo are likely to clcclinl: 
more than seasonally in tho fall. It iEJ possible that total consumer income will 
be: a.t a lower level late tn t!w year than tho record levo1 now prrJVaJ line • 
Also n t that time, consumer spend.:tnc for food ww b.e a smaller percentaL~e of 
Lot:Ll consumer spending than nmr, J\t prosont, ma.n,y consumer goods remain s~arce. 

The totnl number of sheep and lamho o.n foecl for. market January l >vas 
cstimatod Lo bo. 6 mill:lon hc:nl, 12 pr:rccn·l, 'loss than on ,Tr:muary 1, 191+6,. 
and 11 percent less than the ~·.vr.::J··ago number on feed J1cnuary l during the Vf.'J.r, 
but 1 pore en t. g:t'nL'.t.cr l~h:m for tho 1037-41 aver~!f:SG. M0sl·, of the reduction 
from a ye:.l.r oarl·ir;r W'•<J Jn th"'' ll+ i,fl_sl,r:·rn Sheep Sto."l-.es :u1d :ln Nel)raslm. 'I'hc· 
nunibcr on fer~d Januo.ry l was clmm, com-pnrocl with a yoar oD.rlior, by 12 percent 
:ln l~ho Ens+. North Ccmtrrtl St.:cLteo, :5 percent :Ln the Weot North Ccnl·.l'al St.:, tc:J, 

·and 20 pt~rcent in the Western Sh<i!ep Stntes. 

Tc.b1c 3. -Sheep n.nd lam1)8 on feed. Junuary 1, averugo 
1937-41, annual 1~42-47 

Yoe.r 

1937 -~-1 average 

1942 
l')Lr j 
1 C))+)+ 
1 l)ll '5 
].Q)~.6 

1s1h7 

:11 Corn Belt 
: 5 East . . . 

North. 
: ;· Centro.l -.------:. -

'l'hous. 
1 '2::?') 

l ,0(33 
1,049 

• 1 '031 
()50 

1,033 
912 

States 
6 West l.~ 

North Western 
Central: Ste:br::;s 1/ = 
'I'hous·. Thous. 
l 'q,;;.' 2 ,'(l)l) 

~?, 7,61 2, <)7(?. 

3' ~260 2 ,')96 
2,931 2,'306 
3.~04 2,521 
3 .• 182 ;) , riB') 

3,017 2 .. 061 

}) Includes North Dakota, OkL"homn, t!nd Texas 

Nevr 
York 

'l'hous. 
47 

45 
)j. .') 

~ ir 

36 
37 
:>q _,' 

-------

Total 

Thoufl. ----
5 ,97') 

6. 86lr 
6: <..)~~)lt 
6 '~·12 
6.cn1 
6. <~·r· 
'' - I 6 ,02') 
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Sleu["hter of sheep and lambs durihg January-April will be ·boJmr ~hf't of 
a yeo.r ·~arl~9r, reflr:cting thA s::n.<:<.1ler number of' 1runbs on feed i..Lt the beP,Jnn~ng 
of the year. Tho 19lt.7 la.mh. crop a.loo will bn swllr:Jr -f:.h3Il in 1946, bec::11W0 ·:he 
number of breeding ewes on fn.t'lJlG ls down t:,o ~he lowest lavel it} around 20 y-enrf'J. 
As a reAult, lumh slaughter during 194'( .'3nd ln o£'.rly 1'148 probably "1111 be tne 
s~lle~t in recent years. 

Fewer meture she0p nre e.:JC!)ected to be slaughtered in l()'-+7 than j n 1946 
when sheep slaughter wa.c much larger thn.n usual. Since October the proportion 
of 3heen ln tot31 sheep and lmnb sl':l.ughter w1der Federel :i.nspection has bo~m 
d8cllnhg. In Nove:m1er 1')46, sheep con~tltuted ~1 percent of tot~:..l fl7derally 
inspcct-.Jd she0p ~lnd lam1l slaup,hter, cOllll)rired witb 33 pcrcont a year e:;.rlier. 
The proportion of sheep in total slaughter in November 1946 was the smnllcst 
for the month since 1941, l'lut wac greater thr:m in Novombor of any previous 
yea.r of record. 

Totnl ohoop nnd lr:~mb Glaughter under J!,ederal inpsection du.r-l.ng Docemhcr 
wns 25 perljent lees t.hrm the reln.tl vel;v l11.rge slaughtel~ of a year onrlier. 
Slaughter tn e1:1rly J~.nu3ry continued less than "'" year earlier, 

In view of the prospective small supply of fed Jtunhs for the spring mon'1J.1s, 
prices of nlaughtor lami)S nre likely to advance fJNtnonA.lly through th0 STJrin[~ .• 
bnt prohably vril1 d':3c1lne cluring the su1lll!1er A.nd fall as mr rkot:Lngs of m:w-oror 
lo.mbs incrcn-l.so seasonally. The decline wi.ll be greater tha.n seasonel j f consumer 
lncomes d.ecJ ine nppreclPbly. 

Despite seasonally reduced slaut;htor of aheep o.hd lambs 1.n Decr'miber r-md 
JP.nuary, good end. choice slaughter lamb prJ ces u.t Chicngo declined rnod.u::'""ltely 
from tl10 reco't'd high avcrn.go uf $24.35 j.n Garly Deoorribor. Prices of gocd ani!. 
c>:oice slangh ter ewes nt Chicago in Decomhur .~tnd early Jn.nu.a:.~y , a·•er0.ging 
'1rOUI!d $7. 5·0 per 100 pounds, were nround ~3. 25 lower thr.tr! ·the pe~l~ wuekly ·price 
of mid-October. 

Focd ~ and HR.;y Supplies I.n.rgo 

Feed-B!'ain supplies wore larger on January 1 thr.:n for any previouo Yt'C'..r 

of record except 1943. 1n relation to the grain-cons,_UJJ.ing units :1f hvestoct 
and poultry, which are lower t.han in ~my of' the previuus :) years, the Januar;y 
1 feed {7,!':J.Jn supplies were t)1u largest of record, exceeding thos-6 . of ''ny other 
January 1 hy .'l.t least 7 perc0nt. In addi U on, tho feed. gr9-lns c.re montly of 
Vf'r.v good guali ty. January 1 f11rm stoclm of corn wore 17 percent gre~:; ter thon 
a yeo:r earlier and ~ .. bout a. fifth larger than t,.ve:r.a~o. · O'lte atoclm on f.':U11le 
Jnnnury 1 were 8 percent belov.r the nll-time recnrd stocko in Jrmu:lry 19!~6, hut 
W(:ro abou-t; 26 p0:r.cent a1)ove the 1936-45 Hvcre.e:e, Hay stocks on January 1 
wo:ro the oocond- lm-·~EJst for that date in 10 yor.trs, exceeded. only by thoee of 
a yo<'r ago. Procurement of fe0.d for i:l.vostock dur:l.ng thE"; rBnuindor of tho 
ct:rrcnt feeding ooaoon will, ox~opt in some lccrJ.l are<:ts, be matcriLlly easier 
than during the past three or four yeurs. 
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1947 Meat Outvu~ Mny Exceod 1946 Production 
El l Billion Pounds 

Total meat output in 19~-7 rey be nw1rly 23 b:Lllion pcunds ( drE'3sed l1'J~r'l.t 
basis), That. would be around ·1 b_:_lll.on pounds more thnn produc tJon in 19!~6, 
tentatively estimated at 21.9 bilHon, or 5 l)_i.llion pounds more than ·i-, 11C 1937-41 
average of less than 18 billion poundc. I,a.st yeur was the fifth conso,;u\·iv0 yeor 
that meat output exccedsd 21 1)illion pounds, Production rcc:;.ched a peak in lr;4h. 
of 24.7 U.llion pounds 1mt declined to 22.9 bUli.on :in 191+5 .. and w~,s further 
reduced in 1946. 

Beef ovtput in 1947 may set 'l nev record, and ir-: likely t.n bP l'l.rg0 d'H'­
ing 1948 and posstbly 1049. But lnmb and mutton produc"~ion, vlhich ucu'>.lly 
accounts for loss t.h·m 5 percent of total mont suppl.; cs, is lJkely to be smallGl' 
in 19lrJ th~J.n in 191+6, roflectjng the reduction ju lrunb f0eding 'md thc: prO[ipuc­
ti vely small 191-1-7 lmnb-crop .. · 

Pork pro<luction ln 1947 probably will not. he crentl3' uifferont from 19l16. 
Whethr-r :1 r; vrill bo larger or smaller depends ls.rgcly upon uhethel' the· incrcoo·3 
in slaughtor irJ the last q_unrtl7r of ihe ;year from tho 19117 opring lJig crop 
of1'sets smh.lJ er s laugh t.er earlier in tho yolir. 

Pork production i.n the yen1· bocinnine October 1, 19lq prolJ~<bly will h::: 
greater l·han in l~he cur:ron+:. hog marketing ye.·1r because of the r~s~: j_ro:'tci incrc<.ls;~ 

in trw nturJbcr of CJOI-TS fnrre>wJ.ng thin sprin~. An incre."':.ne in the number o:t, suws 
farro-v;ing nnxt; f-'111 .to also likol;y, ::1.s hog pri.ces prooo:t1)l:r vr:L11 con-c1nue :r!.g:1 
relnti vre: to corn prices through the spring and on.rly sunnwr; 

Per cap~ to. meat pl'oduci:ion :in 191:7 is cxpcctou to be nround 160 .Poundc, 
about 5 pounds moro than that now entinn C"'~J. for 1046. (Soc cover p~,ge). 
Per cap·l'.a procluction :i.n 1')47 will bo lower for lamb nncl mut '.on +;hnn in 1)!~6, 
a·hout the same i'm: pork, and larger for he::r·f n.nd ve-~1. Per C'tp] tn '[JroductiC'n 
of' all moat tn l9ln wjll be about thP s::rr.e o.c· in l'llJ-2 .·.nd J.Ol+':i, 1JUt will br=: 
below· the peak production of 178 pound8 per p:-Jroon in lo4.1J.. P8:r' cap:l tn. me~: t 
pro¢-uct ion i.n l(?ln is likely to be above tlwt for any yeo.r _, <n:cept ',.he recent: 
war years, cince at J.eant 1919. Prnduction wlll exceed that of ~ost of the 
yenrs of ~he ln.tt) Fi20 ';:; and 1J30 1 s l1y a w:i do margln. 

Tcutl. meat suppl:l.es for_: dome~tic civilio.!t concm-:l))tion ln lt)!f'7 ·1.~e likely 
to aver~tge around 150 pounc~:::: por pe:rson. 'l'h:lc: would comp~.re with around 145 
pounds per -person in 1946. ~:md. the over·:·tc-:~ of 133 :pound.s j_n 1037-41. It would 
be above th.c1 4~ for any year sinct; at l~e1.st 1911. 'SupplLes of 11eef and v-eal 
por person will D'.' unusually lergc. 
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Table 4.-Me~t and lard production, average 1937-41, and annual 1942-47 

Commodity 

Beet: 

11937-41 
1 avera&e 
I 

:Mil. lb. 

1944 

Mil, lb, Mil, lb. Mil, lb, Mil, lb, 

~erally ine~ected ..••••• : 5,002 6,347 5,970 6,655 7,24o 
Otn~r wholesale and retail.r 1,971 2,249 2,34o 2,273 2,700 

Preliminary' Forecast 
1946 I 1947 !/ 

Mil, lb. Mil. lb. 

5.667 

~~ ······················'-~~2~2·5~~~~2~3~5~~~~2~1~3~~~~20~7~~~~2;17~~~~~~~~~ Total ................. 1 7,198 8,831 8,523 9,135 10,157 9,200 l.Cl)IQA 
I 

Veal: 1 
""'Federally inepaoted .... · .. ,1 596 667 597 926 823 

Other wholesale and retail.: 342 399 480 583 729 
643 

~~ ······················'~~~8a2~~~~~73~~~~~8~3~~~~~~~1~~~~8~3~~~~~~~~~ 
Total ....•.•••..•••••• : 1,020 1,139 1,160 1,596 1,635 l,4oo 1,500 

I 
Lamb and mutton: 1 

Federally lne,ected ••••••• 1 710 880 958 887 913 
Other ~rholeeale and retail. I 149 l4o 122 114 117 
~~ ······················'~~~2~6~~~~~2·5~~~~~2~4~~~~~2~2~~~~-23~~~~~~~~~ 

Total ................. : SB5 1,1')45 1,104 1,023. 1,053 980 · 850 
I 

Pork excluding lard: 
Federally inspected ••••••• : 
Other wholesale and retail,! 

5.5306 7,562 9,308 9.456 6,387 6,627 
1,29 1,571 ~ 2,26o 5I 1,697 ~ 1,831 

ra~ T~t~ ·:: : :: : : :::: :: : ::: :~-l~ra:-#§~;;.;§~~~-.l;-::~1-l.:.,f;1@~~;---..,l~~;.a-;*1~~~;-~--l..:~!'l:":!:~:ii~~~-~l.:~~. :~gT:-[~r--:;1-::o""', 'j:;:o:-::o:---""'ill"'lo:-,-::o::oo:--

' Total meat: 
Federnlly inspected •.••••• : 11,838 15,456 16,833 17,924 15,363 13,786 
Other wholesale and retail.: 13,758 4,359 5,202 4,667 5,377 
~~ ······················'~~2;-a.·~o4~6~--~1~·~92~3~--~2~,~~~1~--~d2~,~o7~9~--~2~·~l~~~-~~~---~~~ 

Total •••••••••••••••.• : 17,642 21,738 24,136 24,670 22,891 21,880 22,750 

Lard: 
~rally inspected ••••••. : 1,224 1,724 2,080 2,367 1,311 

Other wholeaala and retail.: 273 312 491 356 323 
Farm •..••••• : •••••••••• ,,,,~~4~~6~~~~43~3~~~~~~5~~~~4~~~~~~4~98~~~~~~~~ 

Total ·················' 1,964 2,469 3,056 3,203 2,132 2,163 2,125 

1/ Based on indications in e~rly Janunry 1947. 
2./ Includes pork from 110D1e animals sla'll8htared on fa~e for non-farmllra and 111&'118htarad by or for non-farmers for 
their own usa, 

'!able 5.·-Liveatook slaughter· by clan of daughter, average 1937-41, and annual 1942-47 

CoiJIIIlodi t;r 1942 

----·-Oattle: -
~lly inspected ........ ~.999 12,347 11,727 13,960 14,538 11,413 

Other wholesale and retAil,! ,651 5,047 5,416 5.532 6,21!4 
Farm ••••••••••••••••••.••• r 5ZO ~8I ll2 r;to ~() 

Total ••••••••••••••••• 1 15,220 17, 81 17,715 20,02 21,372 19.300 21,500 
I 

Calveat 
~lly inspected · I 5,571 5,760 ~,209 7,770 7,020 5.830 

Othftr wholesale & retail ••• ! 3,122 3,317 1111 5,247 5,884 
Ja~ .................... ~.! p6 625 ~4 . 602 ¢S4 Total ................. : 9. 29 9,702 9,914 13,619 13, gg 12,100 13,200 

Shee:e and lambs: 
Federally inspected •.•••.•• : 17,60~ 21,625 23,3~ 21,876 21,220 19,897 
Other wholesale & retail .•• : 3.67 3,383 3,1 2,918 2,850 
FR~ •• .••.•••••.•••.•••••• : gq4 5~8 5Z~ 25.~ 24.~~ TotAl •..•..••• , •••••• •: 21,77 25.5 6 27,070 23,300 20,8oo 

I 

.!!w.l. : 
Federally in~,ected ••••••• 1 41,223 53,897 63,431 69,017 4o,96o 1!4,394 
Other wholesale & retail • ,: 10,90~ ~~:~~~ Z,/ ~~:6lj Z,/14,016 ?:.1 1a,50o 
Farm ••••••••• ·• • • • • • • • • • • •: 13.51 1~,826 1 ,051 

Total •••.••••.••.•••• ,: 65,642 78,477 95,273 96,859 68,511 72,400 72,000 
I 17 Baaed on indications in early January 1947. z/ Includes some animals plflughterad on ft1.~s for non-farmers and slaughtered by or for non-fanners for their own uu. 
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Exports and shi:procmt.1 of mont in l<llf? 'l.ro lllml,y to he cons1.dernb~v loos 
than in 1<)46, and only a small fraction of the exports dur:!ng recent wctr years. 
The termination of Government 'buying for rollof abr01:1d ~nd the high priceo 
for m0at in the United States wHl be :me.jor factoro rol.ucinr: exports from tho 
high levols of.tho past 6 years. 

Exports f;.nd shipments of moat from the United Str:tos ·t:1. 1c;l~6 were around 
1.1 bilHon poundo dressed moRt basis :::om"'nred with 1.2 billion pounds in 1;-14'5, 
and 1.., billion in 1944. Tho 1946 figures 1nclude surpluo Army ~tocl~s of 
canned. mont. used for civjl~an relief feeding abroad, Procurement of mcrtt b.)' 
the CCC for export was large in the first half of 1946 when moot of thr:- 10~1) 
meat oxports were made. CCC procurement sinco June 191!6 h~1.s been very small. 

Meat purchaseG by the n.rmed forces and other w:1r oponcl0c jn tht:• Unit.C'd 
States in 1946 npparently tot~tled r-:rou ... '"ld 870 million pounds (excluding trr.nsforr 
to •ther agencies), droooed mont bns:ts. compared 1-rith net purch:!ooo of 3.6 
billion pound.s in lnl~') r:md 4,2 1)illion in 1G4!t when mili t'T.V purcohases were ':t 
tho po3k. I'n 1947 thoso purchn.oos o.ro lilmly to bo ctround )0\) milHon pounds. 

Cold.-etor:"'.p,o r-;tocks of mc:~t, os110cially norl;:, 5ncrorlsod ma.tc:rlell,v in 
Nov"'Cmbor and Docembor. 'l'otr.\l mnr .. t r'nd orli'bJ.0 offc.l o tocks i!l public cold­
storage warchou.oos ::nd mo:1.t pnclc:n,,~ pl.:mtc on .Tanus.ry J. wore reported nt 537 
million poundr1 com.pnrod with 601~ mil11on (l year carEer <·nd ".n ·wc!"n.go of 6:n 
million, for thc'·t; d.':te Jn 1'142-46. 

Un:i ted Stn.too 'Ir;'"lorts of mc:n.t; ·nrob, 'bly vrilJ. continuo ~o 1l0 neglj ~iblc 
in 191+7, Mrgtr exporl;:;.1 from tho pri.ncip~1l OX'!Jort:l.ng count.r:l.es o.rE.; nllocat0d 
chJofly Lc, +.ho Unite:d K!.nr,dom throur~h int;=rr:·t ".icnal '<'.reomcnt. 
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Liv;3stnck !Jr::.c~·;s r··':T ]_\)1: pounu:: (e::rwpt vmero not,_,<J), !f\f:.rk'Jti.n:~··J and 
~>1nq(l-ltor ::.;tHtlGti,;s, hy [;p13c:i. '::, Dcccmb~w. 194-6, with comphrison~: 

--- . --· --- ---- -- -- nH · ·" ' · ... (•!.:::.....:..,.., .;.;.... __ --- -- --- --- ---
. AnnuE>.l 

: P.v--~-19frl-"41:.,.1""'9..,.4'="5- 19 4.-ti : DElO • : Nov. Deo , 
~---' 

Hem 
---

~nt~lP and cnlves 
:-ln;,.:C nt<:tc:rR colJ ndt of t'i. rst 

':n r.:13, Chic a.;oo: 
:~·t<).i.e0 'ln-j prJ';1e. •••••••• ••••• : 
(-;.oo<~ •••• , ••• , ........... , •••••• a 
TJcd1.urn.,, ~~,." •••• ,,, •••••• ,.,, 1 
·;or~'·:. ton. , •. , • , ..... , ....... , , ••• , : 
All grado3••••••••••••••••••••= 

Scad frndn cows, Chicago •••••••• : 
'J,;a1m·s: Gtl, ~1nd. ch., Chicago ••• : 
Stoc1w 1· nnd feod.er steers 

Kfl11SA.:J City .................•• : 
Av. r~·ico r,'lcoivod by farmers: 

B c 0 f cat t: l o •• , . , "' .•••• , , •• , • , . = 
Veal c;~~l vos, ••.. , ... • ·, .. ,.,.,.: 

!fn !r S 

~-cu=1.rl::0t pr:lc0, CHNHt,O: 
Ba.r·rov,G nn.o ,o~i lts., ••. , ..•• ,.,: 
~0\VG • , • , , , , , , , , , , , .:. , , , , , , , , , , • : 

A 1 1 j)U r ,)~} lf.t s ~J 0 • • • • • e • • • • • '. • . • • ~ • : 

Av. pd ·::1c r~Jcei ve.-:1. by farmers . . • 
.{'or l.o·~8·····•c.•••••••·······••= 

Av. pric •J rcc oj vc:l by fr·-rmcrs · s 
. for c 0 rn ~ ;' ..... "' ..... a .......... : 

lfny,-corn pr·TC\e ratio, U.S. 0/ 
~huAp Hnd Lfl!'lbG -
LA.IIlb s , ~~d. ar"' c h. , c;~; ic !1!l:o , , ..•• : 
l"~r.d·i.ng lambs, ~;d. ~~ -:h.,Ornaha. 
Ewos, r,:d.: and ch,, Chicag:o ••••• : 
Av. prioo rccoi.vod by formers: 

S}· I (~ E' p • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ' ' 
Lo!Tlbc .................. , •••••• , 

ELS index rotRil m~~t pricos H/ : - : 
In,lox lncor:F: of indu::;tria.l : 

vtorke rs V ........ , .. , ....... , a 

Dol. Dol. Dol. -.. ~ 

12.01 17.:30 20.24 
10.52' 16. 0(J 19.32 
8,94 14.12 17.36 
'l.(i8 n.n 13. '15 

10.47 "T6 .18 i9.l6 
7. ~~8. 14,01 15.04 

10.31 15 •. 12 16.87 

f3.36 13.07 15.69 

7. 41 12 , 101./15.10 
8.72 13.20]/15.4-0 

14.75 18.12 
J 3. 9;J 1 ,, • ?,} 

7 .wr 1'1..66 H-1.40 
---r-. .--.--

7.5:) 11 oo l; ·n .,. 
~ • - ., dU 

62.~: :t ()\J. 7 J/J.'·J,] ,.\ . 
1;2" u J ;~ .8 1:~ o G 

J • FJ 2 Hi. 48 J.!3.6~; 

;_ • 70 5/ 1 4.17 _::/Ji). ,w 
4.13 7,69 8.21 

4.20 , 351 1 ,. ~c t •• '·/ •• ._) 

8,28 l3.ooij'Is. 40 
1(·0. 0 131.1 

120. 1!: 28 fi. '1 

Dol. Dol. Dol. 

.17.89 32.4:0 31.09 

. 16.45 25.63 25.28 
l<h. 51 1~);. 63 20.81 
11.70 15.30 }.1,.68 
16.59 20.64 23.19 
14.oo · 16.00 . 16.413 
14.94 '20.28 20.13 

13.41 1G.30 17.63 

ll,50 17.60 17.40 
12. 60 17.30 17.40 

l-1,'16 2•1. ~ 'J .. 2 3 i l ~~ 
.l3.~:1tJ ?.3.~~3 20.C7 
1.4.66 24 .• 07 22.87 

1'1.20 22.80 22.70 

}0;),0 127.0 12:?. .o 
13.0 18.0 18.6 

1·'. ti-1-i/~3 .67,v'2;;; .25 
11-.03 1'/, 7'1 18.00 

6.D7 B. 3~J ? • 50 

5.98 7. '72 7. [;8 
12.130 18.40 18.60 

l;1l. 2 203,G 

2.52. 7 29~ .• 3 

-~umber s1~mghtored uNlo ;_• Fnt~Yi;;:-,7c~n r.ncl tn'1rknt stutisti . .cs 
--- -;Fi'l0"lis-.-- TI'lOi.i"il.- "'nfatiS •. Thous~ous. ThO'ti'S7' 

Cottl3 •••••••••••••••••••••••••: 9,:199 lA,h~:~ U.,4H· 1,118 l,M.8 1,352 
Cnl.,.JE:s •••• •••••••••••••••••••••• : 5,571 7,020 5,830 548 6fi6 591 
Sh (, '3p a.n d J. FJ r.1 b s • • • • • • It • • • • • • • • , , : 17,609 21,220 19,897 1,80~ 1,529 1,34~ 

Jio._;.c- ........................... , : 41,223 tQ,060 41,Z94 5,537 5,431 5,133 
-Jb.- -lb~y -lb.- -lb.~ lb.- -lb.-

260 2ao 259 243 248 
Av" 1 i V'J wei <;ht o 1' hoc;[], 

r nt&r knt s ••• , •• , .•.••••.•••• 

T'ore<"nt pacl.inE~ so~vs arc of Pet, Pet. Fo·!;, p,)t, Pet. Pet. 
'ill purc}1a::e.'?, 7 1nt:.rkots.,... --.: 9 11 -.-7 ~ 5.0 

y ~:irnpl':' r .. v~ of 12 months. ij C0nt~ 1-or bush~I:-· ·z-TNumb•-r of bucL.els of oom 
equiv'llent in value of 100 !_)ouncls of' Hve ho~·:s. ywooTed lambs. !J/ Avon.ge of.-·­
prices for Jan., Feb., Hnr., Apr., Aur,., Snpt., Oct., Nov,, and Dec. G/ Mea.ts,pou: 
try and fish:Burea.u of Labor 3to.tistics ,1936-~Sa: 100. '!.} 1936-39• 100.-
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