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Production by Class of Slaughter 9 

SUMMARY 

Total meat production in 1947 is now expected to be around 23 billion pounds 
(wholesale meat basis), about the same as in 1946, and about the fourth larg~st on 
record. 

More beef and veal will be produced this year than last, possibly the greatest 
quantity on record, Federally inspected slaughter of cattle in the first 4 months 
of 1947 was a record for the period, and 37 percent greater than a year earlier. But 
noninspected slaughter showed a marked decrease_ from the record volume of the first 
4 months of 1946. 

Decreases from last year in pork and lamb production will about offset the 
increase in output of bepf and veal. Most, -if not all, of the reduction in pork 
production will occur in the first 8 months of the year, reflecting 7 percent fewer 
ho~s on farms January 1. Federally inspected sheep and lamb slaughter in the first 
4 months this year was 27 percent less than a year earlier, With the number of stock 
sheep the smallest on record and this year's lP~b crop 1.5 to 3 million smaller than 
last yPar, slaughter during the rest of 1947 will continue below a year earlier. 

Althou?,h per capita meat supplies were among the largest in many years, ~eat 
and meat-animal prices in the first 5 months of 1947 averaged the highest on record 
for those months. This reflected the unusually strong consumer demand and exports 
larger than prewar. Meat-animal prices in 1947 are likely to average the highest 
on record, despite the probability of some declines in the second half year. 

Noninspected meat production was unusually large in 1945 and 1946. But in 
1947 it will constitute a more nearly normal proportion of the total meat produced 
because of a shift to federally inspected slaughter. 

An analysis of meat production by class of slaughter indicates that in 1944 
more than two-thirds of all meat was produced in about 480 federally inspected 
plants, one-fifth by about 26,000 noninspected commercial slaughterers, and almost 
one-tenth on farms. 

Of the estimated 5 billion pounds of meat produced by nonfederally inSJlflcted 
commercial slaughterers in 1944 - one-fifth of total meat output that year -- 32 
percent was produced by 360 large plants, each producing over 2 million pounds of 
meat annually. The rest was produced by 3,174 medium-sized slaughterers and more 
than 22,000 butchers. 

(For release June 9, A. M.) 
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m.J'l'T.OOK 

Totsl u. s. lMA.t nro'duction in 1947 viil1 be about tho fourth b.rr;est on record, 
r.rd p?·obnh1y e.bout ..:Jgual f:;o tho 2~~ billion nounds, dressed mos.t basis, prod1:ccd in 
l'j'l·6. Follow-Inn: the roco2·cl n:l.g erops of 1943 e.nd 1911, meP.+. producU.o'1. re<>ched 11 

0-''k oi' 25.2 billion pouYJ.<~s in l91H. Production dropr.ed to 23.7 biJ1ion nonnds in 
F4C nncl d('clined furti~er in 1946. 

Foat sunpHes thiF.: year mey evr;n·e. .... e 150 to 155 pourdt; per percon (civLljons). 
r!:is '';ou1d bo tho 1a:rr,ost in ovnr ;35 vearc, slir:htly e:ree.ter trcan in 194C, ar.,cJ 16 to 
2) pc:tmc).S creator the.n f'J.V8rap;•'i con::; nrrlpiton in 1937-41. }~xpor'ts :mc2 shi ptn<3nt::; Of neat 
iL tho firct holf of' HH7 IJ'I!l.Jr be only 300 to 400 rr.ilH.on poundn, rlre.ssnd "Vl~t basis, 
compared with around 900 million in tho f.'i:r$t ~Jo.J.f of lW"6. Exports and :shipments in 
tho cecond b.lf !!tD.Y be as lar~e e.s or la:r,gor tho.n the 240 rni.llior• pOi.mcls ~hlpD<··rl in 
tre second half of l94G. Milit~=Jry lilC"'t nurcheCEIG in thP. first guorj:.r·r c•f 1~'1117. anpar­
entl~r were a.ro,md 30 tHH"C0nt loGs tha.lJ in th0 cor:r.Jspcndinr: 1JOl~iod o.f 1816. 

Table 1.- Tob'l.l H.n<:1 pC'r r.fl.pit<•. dvi1in.n r:onstJ"Tl.pti.on of w::a.t, llre:>sed 
~eDt basis, Th1itcd StRt0s, 1937-11 avers~~. 1942-47. 
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'l'otel 1aor:t 'Croduction in the firct guf',rte:r of 1917 aT)pa.rent1y vro.s !'!".oder~tP,ly 

thar. in the first C:J1la.rte:r of 19-:'d:i. Ocrtp1.1t this npring a.rJ:i Sl.lffi.TT\er it:: likdy to 
~:reater th~n a year oarliAr, althou~h ~roducti.on in eith~r the second quarter or 

ird ~narter: will bE'1 less thnn i.n th=: rir:sj~ quarter. ~:Jot much chn,Jr:e is •'XPE'0ted 
monthly 'Tleat producti.on from April throu-ch f)ente,nber this yol'.lr. 'i'h.:l.~~ is 'in sharp 

ontrn.st to 1946, when monthly meat prod.J~I;ion fl11cttv;tnd widr;ly. Prod11ction ·:t~s y 
rv sr.1a11 in J1.1ne, Sentr::rr:be:r O.t•.d -,,srJ.y OC'tohor lr..st vec.r ·w~.o"l cr·Jili.ni" 'Orices -~·,Are in 

f'f·~ct, b1.1t very large- in July r.nrl ·':.l'V,~f;-+; '!.nd e.ftcr '71td-Octohr0r when ;~·o~trols wero 
d. l'''eo.t production in tho lnst; ~,,o.rter of 1847 mr.v about oqt1al t}·,Gt of a year 

.rlj t;r when ma.rketin~s of en. t-,t~l e, w1.lvr,:::, ~ :1:1 !10~"'~ '"-"''rs unur::IJr·lly J r.r"'·~. 
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13uf,f and vce.l nroductj on will be pe.rtic:mln.rly lar,!Se through the summer, 
refl3cting incre:e.sed numbers of cottle on grain feed and the le.ra;e number of cattle 
And t''\lvcs on farms o.nd ranches, In contrr.st, pork sup':'li7:s probably vd.ll be around 
b f\er rt::nt r.~n.ll er than last sum:::0r be cam: e of· t!-1 e reduced 1946 fell pi0 crop. Lamb 
nn.~ 'n,_::!-:o'1 prorluct::.on i~1 1947 may be 20 >:><:rcent below 1946, 

In l<:t.c~ l~H7 when ~prin!': pirs rAo.cl-: me.:--kct weifl'!-1ts, pork su~plies vd.lJ become 
Pll'rc plcnti ful and wi 11 me.b: up a more nefl.rly normal nroportion of the totB.l moat 
:::•.1pply. Pork urod1.Jc tion in October 1947-Se"9ternber 1948 alf::o probobly will b0 
''T·.nt·r thnn in the prl'vious ~reor. 

A.lthou~eh pork nrod11ction.ml'l.y be "!:roe.ter in 19'18 tl:an in 1947, thE'l increase 
mny t..-, ·norc +.h::1.n off'snt by o. dr:crsnse in beflf. end vol'l.l prod\Jction. Production of 
lamb o.nd mutton is likely to continuo small' bGc!'\usc sto~k shoop numbers aro now the 
smnlJt; st ol' rctrord. Totd moat production in 1948 vri 11 l1c .f,:u• in excer;s of prC'vmr 
but probably lsss than in 1946 or 1947. 

Meet Produc~;ior~ Estimntos Hevis(Jd 

Estirnnte:: of Infl"t prodllction duri.nr.: 19·10-,lR hav•:: b:Ym rcvisc-'d on tho basis of 
reports from slaun-htcrer~: end oth"':r rr::cords of movr:mon·~ and disa.p'Jt::arAnce of live­
stnck. 

Tho ma_ior revisions e.re L1 tlcc; "'stimati':G of' ho"' sll'l.Uf':}~tE:r 8nd in -pork pro._ 
duction. Boco.usr; of t.hi' dive--rsioYl. 0~ ro<::s r'rr!"' 1JS1)~·1 .,._,rket ~~hannels durin"' f'RCh 
of· the past 4 yo~rs, there hRs been ·:on:~_idorable di ffict1lty :in accountin,o; for tho 
total disappearance of :rtar.:n. l'hu ori.rc:i.n,.,l .estimrttod sJaug:htor, death, losses, and 
otht:r known disapn.earr.mc,J ·of J·:or:s v.ir.tJ~ tot,lr::J. ':rns· cclmowhat. less th•m the supply, 
based on tho csti:''ateli nnmbt:r of hof1's ·ol~ form.c at th·::: be~inning and end of eech 
yAar and number of pi'!s saved durinr: th8 'J€1:'>:'• Althollrch more·· · 
complete records of' 'sl nn"'_ht cr vrore obt<;. i.rtod in conn(-;ction v-r:i.th the sla•JI'"hter control 
programs it appoo.rl·d thnt eithrJr f?, lar~e c1ivcrsion o1' ho<rs f'rom us1w.l merkotinr: 
chn.nnols VcD.s ttllrine; .place ·or that the' estinatcs of trn ni,. crop w0r0 too hirrh. 'l'he 
orir:-ino.l hoc slaught-er \?.stimates a.nti0.i.prtccl some downvm.rd revision in the pi~ 'cro~ 
c·stimf\tes when th,~ r·e<~ults· of the 19-:';;5 C0nsus ,.:,,,ce.me ave.ilable. Tl-J.o 1.945 ·c~ns·us 
of :\rriculture o.nd other :i:nforma.tion incic!'lt-.cd that only slid;t revisions ·were 
roquired i'1 -th~' 1940-46 pig crop estimates and in tho number of ho'!:S on fe.rrris ·at 
the bP.ginning of ce.oh yeor, 'rlo.ercf'ore an ·1pward revision in hog s11luco:hter es'timates 
was_ ncecessnry to brinp: disapner.r0.nce more in li.no with the indicated supply.: The 
t1pwA.rd revision:.; wore made in slauco:hter otbcr th~;~.n ffldora.lly :i.nS!'J0et,ed since rc~ords 

ffQ1', th"l.t cntogory JrfJ .practi~elly complete. 

Ft'.rm slrue:hter esti.mo.t•'·S o.re based J.nrr:;nly on o.nnu'\1 surveys of livostock 
protl•.1 cers end on C( nsus reports of s laughtE;r for the di t'ferent spucies. Tho most 
sir:nificrmt revisions in fi->.rm sla.tv~htn.r V·'•Jro f'or· cattle and e0lvcs. The Census 
pcrmi ttcd e. mm·e a.deq1Ja.te np':>ro.is1;1.J of tl:J ~ ncrer so in the nu::nbor of fnrms 
alau~;htorin::; those species. 
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More Cattle Ex~ected to be Slaughtered 
in 1947 Than in Any Other ~ 

Beef production in 1947 is expected to exceed the 1945 record. of 10.3· _ 
billion pounds, dressed weight • Production in 1?46 was approximatP-ly 900 mil- ~ 
lion pounds less than in 1945, principally because price uncerta'inties caused pro-_ 
ducers to hold cattle from market in June, September, and early October. F~deral 
inspected cattle slaughter in 1946 was down over j million head from 1945, hut non·: 
inspected coJlll¥lrcial slaughter was estimated to be 1.2 million head greater, and I 
the largest of record. Farm slaughter was the. largest since 1922. ' 

Cattle slaughter under Federal inspection in the first 4 months of 191+7 
totaled 5 million head, 37 percent greater than a year earlier, and ~he largest . 
of record for that period. The gain over last· year 'me partly offset by. sharply· 
reduced slaughter in noninspectPd plants. Calf slaughter under Federal_inspection 
during January~April 1947 set a record for that period and was 36 percent greater 
than in 1946 and 19 percent .greater than in 1945. Non inspected calf slaughter; . : 
however, has been somewhat smaller this year than last_. If the increase . in total ·. 
slaugher of cattle and calves over 1946 continues, the rest of the .year, ·it would ' 
be by far the largest on record and woul<f cause a. substantial reduction in the 
number of cattle. The. proportion of coY's .. arid heifers slaughtered so far this year 
has not been large, indicating no marked tendency to reduce breeding stock. How­
ever, marketings of ~owe and heifers uaually are largest in the late.summer and 
fall at the end of the gra~ing ~eaeon. · 

Considerably more cattle will be on grain feed this summer than'the small 
number last year. On April 1, 13 percent more cattie were on feed i~ the Corn 
Belt than on April 1, 1946. Shipments of stocker and feeder cattle to feeding 
areas in January-April continued much greater than ~ year earlier, and were large · 
for the season. Shipments from four markets in May, however, were smaller than in 
May last year. The number of short-fed cattle marketed so far this year has been 
large. Marketings of long-fed cattle have been relatively small, but are now 
increasing seasonally in proportion to total marketings~ 

More calvec are expectjd to be slaughtered this year than last but not as 
many as in 1944. While the number of beef' cows on farms January 1, . 194 7 was only 
1 percent less than the record, there were 6 perc-ent fewer milk cows. on farms than 
the record of January 1, 1945. 

Pork Production Reduced More Than 
/ Hog Slaughter This Year 

Hog slaughter in 1947 may total 72 to 74 million head, 2 to 4 million lees 
than in 1946, much lees than in 1943 .or 1944, but cloee to the average forth~ 
years just before the· 1934 drought. 

Lower yields of pork per hog this year than last indicate that the reducti 
in pork output will be even greater than for hog slaughter. _'l'otal porkproductio 
in 1946 was estimated at 11.2 billion pounds,_ compared with the recori. of 13.6 · 
billion in 1943, and 13.3 billion in 1944. The average weight of hogs. slaugh"t;ere 1 

since February has been greater than a year earlier, and among·the heaviest on·. 
record for those months. Lard yields per hog and per 100 pi!>unds live weight have 
been considerably greater than in 1946. r 
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Total hog slaughter in Jenuar;y-Apr:U. a1m·.,rently 'I>Tas moderately less than a. 
year earlier. Federally inspected sLmghe:c '"as ~ :oeroent Jess thDn in the period 
of 1946, and nonlns:pected slaughter ap:pr::.rently \·T!:'S reduced even more. Fed.e:::"C',lly 
inspected :pork :producMon was :~bout 8 percent less. ]'eo.eraJ.ly i.nspccted slrJ.ughtcr 
thts summer may abou.t _:equal that of a· year e·arl:im.'· _. 1mt total slaughter likely will 
continue unde.r i9l~6., b:ecr-mse of the smaller J-91~6 fe 11 p:tg crop. Slau(Jhter in the 
:t,ast ~. months of 1947 may be larger than a year c··rJ.:ier, bec<wso of the· larger s:pr.lrg 
:pig crop this year.· 

TBmb and Mutton Production in 191~7 
-Ri-ll Ee Smallest in Several Years - - ~-- .- ---- --

Total sheen and lo.mh sJ.o.ughter declined f~om 21~. 6 mHUon head 1n l?l1.5 to 
22.8 million in 1946. Feclerally inspected ·slRughter of sheep and. lambs j_n the first 
4 months th:l.s year vms 27 percent less than a year er:.rlier. This year's l<:!l!lb crop 
proba'hly wilJ. be 1.5 to 3 mlllion hend beJ.ow '1946. This will result in smaller 
sl<J.ug~lit'er · through the rell'.alndsr of this y0~!r and in enrly 19118, 

The red11ction in the· -prorJortion of mature sheep killed th:Ls yc·1r indicates 
th:lt the decline . in the number of sheep on farms < ·.ncl ranches Hhich heg:-m :i.n 191~2 
may be ne,c.:.rly end.0d. An;v d.ocline in sheep in 'J947 is likely to be much less thr.n 
the 9 :percent reduction :in 1946. Shee1) n.umbers hav0 declined fJbout one-third sinc0 
1942•-the greatest 5-;ye:n~ clrop on record. 'l'he rednct·i_on in sheep mmibers prime.nil;t,'.· 
was· due to the f.Jct that fewer farms and. renches · we:re. lme'ping sheep in 1945 than in 
191}0, The munber of shee!) decli.ned 11 percent from 1940 to 1945. Eut! according 
to the Bureau of the Census figures, the number of fn.rms l'leporting sheep declined 
22 percent in that ·pertod. f./' 

Meat-animal :prices in 191n H.re likely to ave1'age recor<l high evon thouGh the 
dom0stic meat supply per :pe:cson promises to be one of the J.o.rges t j_n ma1•y ;ree.rs. 
L:lvestocll: and meet prices :i.n January-Jv1.arch r~enerally were the hjgheRi:. recorded bu.t 
consrm:pti.on of meat :per }'lerson probn.bly ~-ras the sreatest for the porj_od fn,_at .lenst 
35 years. 

Prices of meo:t anim(' ls decljned in Aj)J:"iJ. -~·.nd May from the recox·d peaks of 
late Fel1ruA_ry and March vrhon they averaged about 60 percent hi.r;her thrcn a yonr ear­
Her. Most of the decline was :in hog -prices although prices of bettor grr,de sJ.aul1.h·­
ter cattlo and C[Llves decltnod moderately. Prices of stocker and feeder cattle i~ 
mid-·May were the h5.ghest o~'l record. Prices of 18.IIlbs re:J.ched a low for tho y0:1r j_n 
April, but increased moderately in early May. 

\vi th seasonally smaller marketings of hogs in prospect, prices of hogs ,.,re 
likely to continuo relatively high through summer hut >dll decHne at least season­
ally this fall.·· -Hog :pricos probal1ly 1vi1l not d.rop to SU:!;rport levels this ye3.r un­
less thE:Jre is a substantial reduction in consl.lmor purchasing pm.;rer. Recently-announc 
'ed support prices for ·A:prH-Septem'ber "~>rill averc;.ge $15.60. per h1l.ndred pounds, 
CMcago basis--much belovr current market levels. 
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Table 3.-Weekly average support prices of hogs at, Chicago, April-September 1947 
(Good and choice barrows and gilts, all weights) 

Bogiz:l.ning 

April 1 
April 6 
April 27 
Jtme 15 
June 22 
June 29 

: ... 
: 

. . 

.. 
Prico .. .. ... 

Dollars .. . . ---- .. . . 
15.75 .. . . 
15.50 .. . . 
15.25 '. . . 
15.50 .. .. 
15.75 .. . . 
16.00 .. . . . . . . ------

July 6 
July 12 
July 20 
August ·1o 
August Jl 
September 29 

. .. 

;. 

16.25 
16.50 
16.75 
17.00. 
'17 .25 
17 .o.o 

Advaneing feed-grain prices in Mar~h lowered hog-feed price. ratios from tho 
vory favorable level of February, Corn prices rose sharply in March to about the 
highest of record for that season. Prices declined materially in April but in May 
were about equal to tho March peak. Tho hog-corn price ratio at Chicago in mid-May 
was 12.9 compared with 13.6 in mid-April and 16.0 on March 15. A ratiQ averaging· 
around 13 during tho spring normally would bo followed by a moderate increase in sows 
farrowing in the fall season (June 1-December 1). 

Cattle prices in mid-May were close to tho peaks reached shortly after price 
decontrol last October. Seasonal declines are in prospect for stocker and !>eder cat­
tle and low grade slaughter cattle. through the summer and into the fall as marketings 
increase. Prices of good and medium slaughter cattle may also decline seasonally · ·· ·· 
with increased marketings this summe:r-. Should consumer inco:m:m decline in' the second 
half year, the usual seasonal advance ir1 prices of better grade fed cattle in late 
summer is not likely to occur and the summer and early fall !lrrop in prices of @'ass­
fa~ cattle would be severo. 

Lamb prices are likely to decline seasonally through tho summer and early fall 
as marketings increase. The decline may be not so great as in cattle prices, because 
of the small lamb crop this year. Apparently the d:mmand for breeding ewes has in­
creased. Ewe prices have advanced more than seasonally since last December. Slaugh­
ter of ewes has declined substantially since last fall. 

Production of Meat Animals 
Smallest in Six-Years 

Farm production of meat animals this year probably will be the smallest since 
1941. Production of all species will be down modorr.toly from 191~6. 

Folibowing the 1936 drought 1 production of meat animals., increased sharply, 
and by 1939 was moderately greater than in 1933; Farm output in 1939 was estimated 
at 34.2 billion pounds; live weight. In the early years of the war, production in­
creased markedly, reaching a record of over 46 billion in 1943. Since then produc­
tion has declined each year. 
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Not J.iv~ w0ight. pr9d.uction of hogs dropped from ~he 191~3 high of 26 billion pounds 
to 21 billion in 1944, because of tho sha!'J? red.;lc·fi~_on in the number of J?ics caved. 
Production was sorr.el'l'hat smaller in the :l:'ol1mrin£S ~; ye.'?-Is. li'arm J?rodu.ction of cattle 
and calves reached a peak in 191f5 of 19.3 billion pov.ncl.s, ancl hgs <locJ.ined moderatel;y 
sir.ce. Production of sheep and lambs was c:t [;1, po8.k in the eerly wc.r yeFJro, but 
declined steadily afterwards as num11crs dechned. Tho total in 191£ -vras estim..'1tod at 
only 1.8 billion pmmds, livoveight; com:parec'l. with 2.3 bUJ.ion in :1.942. Production 
in 1946 wao the sxna:llo.st ,aince 1928. 

Ta"ble 4.- Meat-animal production on farms and ranches, J.ivevl\6~-ght iJnitecl. States, 
avorage·s 1924-23, 1929··33, r:md 1934-38,. rumuaJ. 194.)-h'( 

----- Period ___ : ~attle -- -::- --· - ---- ---· ·-· . Shee:P =--Tdt.e.l 
e.:nd 'and Ro.gs and 1ivB-

Year Calves : LGlllbS weight 
--- ---- --:- 1111; io .. - ---Mil. -1F:-- ---I:h3::J.'b.· .. -- --ftiiJ.-.1h-: 
.Averar:;e 
--r,- 8 192LJ.-2 

1929-33 
1931~-38 

Annual 
1945 
191!-6 1/ 
191n ?../ 

12,672 
13,796 
J.l~, 077 

19,345 
i8,"(0l 

15,399 
16,otn· 
12,583 

19,096 
l9 -· 093 

1,603 
1,906 
1,917 

1,912 
' 1, 775 

1/ Pre'lim:!.nary-:-·· --.------ __ .. _ - .. -- --.----

g/ Forec2.st. · 

By Grover ,T •• fi:mo 

29,671~ 
31,749 
28,577 

40,353 
39,569 
38_.500 

The licensing of slaughterero under food orcler:-.: during the war maCl.e it :Pos­
sible to obtain mcl"e com11lote informa.tion on the n1.rrr.bor of sJauc;htorero rmd meo:t. 
production. The r;rimary pur?ose ool'' l.:Lccncing o.nd sl.1:'.1J.ghter controls through most 
of 191~3 and. 1945 ancl in :pGrtc of 19Lfl~. a11.cl 191+t:: wr:w to y,revent rliversion uf. slaughter 
from federe.llj" inspected to noninspec;ted plants. Such dive:t'Dion made it d.i:t'ficult 
for the Government to 1m:rchase des:tred g_uer"titios of meat for- the military forces 
and fer foreign shiprnent. Di veroion to nonil:.CJ~fJSCtcd ::::laughter o,lso created n:ea"b 
Ghortages for civil:tam in parts of the United s·0atos which cloponcled lorgoly upon 
federo.J.J.y lns}_)ected meats. f..s indicated in ·t:;o,blc:: i3 divorsior. wc.s c;rec:.teot j_n 194-5 
and J.946 • 

.After 1941, there was c'. l118rked. increase in the Il117:lb8:>:' of fmlerally inc::pected 
slaut:;h"ter plants and an even crec .. tol' lnCl'C8.80 in tho l11mll)Ol' Of non-slaUL;hterine . 
establishments under ~'ed . .:>ral inspect:i.on (lncluding 1)ranch how:e:J, uerurn }?ln.nts, sau­
sage and. c~.r111ine; factories, Ate,) 'I'he .z1·ea·01y increased cm:.necl. moat. roq_uirements 
d1.1ring the '\orar, pl'l:i.'ticularly sti:mu:'_atod the· incres.se ir. non-E.:laughter planto. · 

The Fulmel' Act approvucl. J1mo 10, 1942, 2.ntl1nri?.ocl tho S0crotary of Agriculture 
to :provid&ederal Ihe<:1.t ir'spect:l.on dm.'ine:; tho ,,rar omr:rc("mcy to moat-Jle.cldtlp: plants 
~:mgagec1. cnly in intrasts.te corr.anercc. 'l'hh; -w-c..s don8 pl·irnctJ.'ily ·0o fccilHete the pro­
~urement. of' :.neat and 1noat food products by !!'eclccL'8J. e.ger:.cies. Of tl:e 1:51 fodero.lly · 
ins:pccted olm1ghte~ccrs Gpcrating in mid-1941-l-, 152 vTCl'O "l•'ulmcr'' plants. · 
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Table 5. -Number of es tab1ishments o;e:rai~ing under FederQ.1. i~s~~·ctf6rt) · 
June 30; 1941-4.6 and r.verage ·null1ber of ,ltvestock slaughtered· 

and meat produced per· estnblishment cl.uring 01:.11endar years 
----· ~ ... · ..... ·.··.·.~ 

: 19!t.l ~ 1942 . ; 1943 ~- l()4·i~ . t' 1945 . ~- -~!0J Item 
' 

;..: . 
:~_Ull1_.b_e!: Humb_e,_r_g_1_.m.....,1be! !:Jum"t::~~ Nu?fe.~E. ·l~uirlt~ 

Number of establtsl'mlents: ( · ' ' · , . r,; ~·· ~ :· . ~: . . 

Non-slaughtering .. , ; :, • ......•... , . , • ~ 
Slaughtering y , ... , . . . , , . , , ... " , , . : 

Cattle ....... ~ ~--· -·-~·~-· .. ·~·. •.~·-·• .. !! ._._:...~~. =~ 
Calves . . . . . .. . . ............ , .... -~ . : 
Sheep and lambs Y · .... , . , ......... : 
Hogs . . . • . . . . • , . . • . • . . . • . • . • f, • ~ • ~ • • .. 

Horses . 
I • I I I I I I <II I I I " I I I I .I It I I I I t I I I I· I 

341 
308 
255 
253 
215 
226 

4 

356 
303 
256 
249 
211 
218 

4 

41!~ 
g/428 

384 
364 
301· 
308 
. 6 

:Theus. Theus. Theus. 
:head head head 

Average slaughter per plant 
Slaughtering '2./ 

Cattle , ........•...... , . , , .... , , , .·: 
Calves ..................... ~., ... : 
Sheep and lambs .....•.•. ,.,.,,, .... 
Hogs .............. _, ...•........ ~ ... : 
Horses 

Average meat production per plant : 
slaughtering: 6/ · : 

Cattle (beefT ..• , . , , ..... , .•...... : 
Calves (veal) .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 
Sheep and lambs (lamb and mutton) : 
Hogs (pork, excludj_ng lard) ....... . 
All meat animals II .............. : . 

43 
22 
84 

2t'J6 
' 6 

Mil. 
lb. 

22.5 
.. 2 ,~.,. 

3.5 
28.1 
1~3 .6 

41:1 
23 

102 
247 

7 

Mil, 
lb. 

24.8 
2.7 
4.2 

3!~. 7 
51.0 

31 
11+ 
78 

206 
9 

Mil. 
lb. 

15.5 
1.6 
3.2 

30.2 
39.3 

427 503 
· g.fl~8J. 2J.:I..(Jrr 

1128. J/ i.!-47 
. 365 330 

298 223 
322 301 

6 6 

4711. 
3/5~1!!. 

1/~5} 
.)lu 
239I 
30h· 

0 

'I'hous . Theus . Thoue; 
heaL_ f:ie--:t.L_ he~ 

33 
21 
73 

214 
9 

Mil. 
lb .. 

15.5 
2.5 
3.0 

29 ,lJ. 
37.3 

.33 
21 
95 

136 
13 

Mtl, 
lb. 

16.2 
2.5 
4-.1 

21.2 
28.1 

2~ 

18 
83 

1116 
21 

Mil. 
lb. 

12.6 

d 
2i.8 
r.4 r) 
r. .; • 

17 Total slaughtering ple.nts ;DiOSGlants sJ~aughter :more than one species. 
2/ Includes 133 Fulmer, slaughtering plants in 1943; 152 in 191:4.: ~md 179 in 194"5. 
-; 86 in J/)h6.' t; i~~i~~~~g 7~0=~:~ghters with limited inspection on c:·r.ttle :in 191~5.: .... 

5/ Average slaughter of cattle in cattle-slaughter:i.ng pl:.mts, etc. 
b/ Average beef production in cattle-slo.ughte:ring plants, etc. 
J./ Average production of all slaughtering plants, excludinr, goat c:·.nd norse meat, 
and lard. 
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Part of· the increase j_n slaughter plant·s under Fed.ornl :tnspe.ction wn.s in 
plants slaughtering over 51 cattle a week for :Army, :pnrchaso •. ·The War Food Adminis­
tration in 1944 requil'ed such plants to haye l:l.mi ted li'ecloral :tnspoction of their 
beef sla.ughtering operations. In 191~5, ad.d:!.tional slctughtor plants were gran·ted 
~elease from slaughter q,uotas and wore given a status about eq,la.l to federally in­
,spected ple.ni;s, under 'tolar Food Order 139 .. · However 1 sJ.aughter in plants under 'WF0-
139 was not included in the federally inspected totals. 

Table 6 . - Number of farms slaughter:!,ng livestock, total .fa,rm slaughter and 
average numb.er per farm reporting slaughter, seleqted years, 1909-4h 

United States Census : BAE 
NumbOO?.--<fa_rm_s __ ~P,__erccntage . : Average per -=~-EsEiina tecr--
reporting of all farm farm Item 

.----· __ ~slaughter : farms slo.ughte.~inl!?_._:__ sJ.~~eht_~r __ 
_ :Nu_~b_.o_r Percent .. Numb•::r:: ~S'l"!\:0._1 .~ 

Cattle: 
1909 
1929 
1939 
1944 

Calves: 
1909 
1929 
1939 
1944 

593,285 
180,456 
373,981 
686,068 

268,508 
183,266 
308,706 
lt.12, 361 

Sheep and lambs: : · 
1909 69,299 

93,)83 
44,158 
71,012 

1919 
1929 
1939 
1944 

Hogs: 
1909 
1919 
1929 
1939 
1944 

3, 64 3, 5!~6 
:· ·4' 565' 130 

3;228,454 
4,070>705 
3,823,227 

9-3 
2.9 
6.1 

11.7 

4.2 
2 .. 9 
5.1 
7.0 

1.1 
1.5 
0.7 
1.2 

57.3 
70.8 
51.3 
66.8 
6).3 

·---------

2.4 
1.9 
1.6 
1.3 

4.2 
2.5 
2.0 
1.5 

7.6 
.4 .6 
7.4 
6.4 

1+.2 
3.7 
3.3 
3.2 
2.8 

1,h09 
460 
571 
570 

1,132 
627 
755 
602 

547 
480 
lt.63 
597 
550 

15,375 
16,804 
13,253 
13,980 
13,826 
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Such plants were required to meet corta:J.n sanitary standards, and to 4ave meat pro- . 
'duced under the supervision of a qualified. inspedor-. They also were required to ob.' 
serve rationing and price regulations, and to sot aside rn.oat for Gove;mrr.:ent :purchaso. 

Average production of meat per focierally inspoctod plant declined each year· ._ 
from 1941 through 1946. Part of this d.oc.line reflected the :tnoJ.v.sion of uddi tional · ·~ 
plants under Federal inspection. 'lnese ne;tl :plants ur:ua1ly wore SI!laller than those 
o:perating under Federal inspection before the war. 'lb.e roduct1.on in averago alaugh~ 
ter per federally ins:pec"t,ed. plant frq:m J~941 ta l91J.G was 44 percent for cat"!.ile~ 17 !JGl·.· 
cent for calves, anq 22 p~J;'cent for hogs, Sheep and lamb alav.e,htor per plant was <t­
bout tho sruno in 191~6 a& in 1941. 

Farm slaughter has accounted for as much as 11 percent of. total meat :producticni 
in recent years. The Census reported 4 .. 2 .mill:J.on fanners· slatighter·.ins Ol:<l or more ·1 

species of livestock in 1939. Indications aro that the number slaughterin{~ :i.n 19i1!J 
was as large :or perha:ps somewhat la:t·ger than :!.n 1939, even though the total munber of, 
fanns decreased during that period. The greatest farm· slaughter occurs :tn hogs·:·· Jn .

1

· 

some census years, 70 percent of all fanns reported hogs slo.ughtored, In 1944, it im.a" 
estimated that hogs was slaugh·tered on about 65 perce11t of aJ.l farms. Tho average : 
number of hogs slaughtered per farm in 1944 -was calculo. ted o.t 2. 8 head compared with 1 

3.2 in 1939. Farm sla,lghter data from the census c.r-e summarized. in table (). The 
data are not entirely oomparo.b~.o for ea:.h consus because of chansos in the wording of 
inquiries, in the farm and presentation of ·t.ho var:!.ous schedules. and in tho time of 
year when the enumerating was clone. During tho war .cmd through 1946, thoro was a 
marked increase in total meat production from farm sJ.aughter, Tho incroo.se,was·most 
pronounced for beef and vaal bocauso of an :lnc;:··easo in the numbe:r of farmo.rs butcher­
ing. · The average numbfilr of cattle and calves slaughtered per farm apparently contin­
ued to·a.ecroaee. 

Under WFO 75, all nonfedorally insrected ooDJmercial slaughtorers were reqti.!I'Od 
tocbta.in licenses. 'Ihe m:anbor of slaughtoro:rs licenood in 19hh ranged from 25,783 
in May to 26,460 in OctOber. Licenses. ··;-rere issued to persons '\<rho o'med livestock at 
the time of slaughter. Thus, tho so who had 11 ve stock slaughtered for them .on a CUS·· 

tom basis were issued licenses as well as those opera.Ung plants that slaughtered 
their own livestock. Therefore, not all licenoos issu0d reprosonted a slaughter 
plant. The number of custom slaughte:rers vr numbor of individuals who had l:l.vostocl~ 
slaughtered by others in 1944 is not known. 

Quotas were sus}!endod in late 191~4 although s.1.aughterors :were requ:l:t>od to :c~;;­
port their production. Qu~tas wore reimposed by OPA in early 1945 :(under Cont:;:ol 
Order 1) but again suspended in September that year. OPA reestablished quotas on 
nonsinpected conmJ.Grcial slaughter· in April 1946 (under Control Order 2). 

Table 7 gives the number of slaughterors and the percentage distribution of 
moat. production by class of slaughter for 194-4. The data indicate that 71 percent of( 
all meat produced in 1944 was p:voduce<l in about ·480 ·federally. inspected _plants~ 20 : 
:percent by approximately 26,000 nonins:flected sJ.aughtorers and 9 :percent on h to 5 n:d.l:j 
lion farms.: In 1944, around 360 nonfederally inspected plants each producing more ; 
than 2 million pounds of moat a year, accou_n.tod for 32 percent of the total noninspo& 

ed. commercial production and 6. 3 percent of the total meat prod.uction. In that yea!) 
3,174 local slaughterero, whose annual output rangod from about 150,000 to 2 million ' 
pounds of meat, and more than 22,000 small butchers p:coduced 68 percent of the com- ! 

mercial noninspected meat and 14 percent of total meat production. 
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::TS:ble 7 ... NUlllber of ·s'laughtereri!J and mer.t production by class• dr 
slaughter, . United St~tes; 1944 

.; . ' ... 
Niunber Meat product'ion ns 

of a!Se of total 
Class of sJeughter :licenses: :Lmnb .. July·· 'Beet: : Veal : & Pork 

I· 

----- . 1944 . ,f .. 
·,. :rriytton: '· . Pet ... :ec-e .. Pet. Pet. --.-- ... 

Fed~·raliy inspected·-· 

percent-

Total 

-
Pet. 

' (Average meat productiqn' per .. plant 
irt 1944 was 37.3 million pounds) 

I ' 

. - .. : 
!/481: 7'3 .0 53.3 86.7 71.1 71.2 

Nonfederall;y. .,inspe.ct.ed commer.~.ial- ~ 
Large wholesale (Class'2A w~th produc-: 

·. · tton of more than 2· million! pounds' of: 
!tlea t fl. year· ) - •.• ~· · •.. ~ ....... . :.:. ·• ·. • ... ~~ ... · . : 

. . ,. .. . 

• • • ~ i 

6.3 

Locnl slnughterers (Class 2B, with pro·-: 
duct. ion IT\0!'6 .than 300, 00Q. ·:pq\J.pds, l:j. ye-:-:. 

, weight but.. less than 2 million pounds : 
i of· meat 6: yeal} ..•.. · · ..•. .-: ........... : 
I 

3,174: 9·.9 18.7 ,, I O 

. . '.. . 
lButch.ere (with production oi' less than·: 
I 300,000 pounds Uveweight per year) .. : 
i 

.. . . . '1:./ '{· . 5 . : ~.:/Jt:,. '1 . ]}.3 . 6 

·• 
\•jith slaughter in, excess of ~0 cat le · : 

and 300 head of :'.11 livestock per · : "'i ·. . 
year. ....... · .. · •.•••... ~.· ......... · ....• ~ ... ·.~= .. 11,.86~.: 

With slrmghter less tha:n 50 head of 
cattle rJnd .300 head of r.ll. livestock. . . ' 
pe:r year· .. , . . •... •. . ...•.....••..... · 

Totni noninspected. ?:./ 
:. 

Toto.l comrnerc kl ........ : 
.. 

f ~ • ' • • • • 
• ' I t' 

It I • ' I 1 I I I I e I ' t • I I I o I • 1 I f I I . ," . .. · 

10,576: 

.25 ,973; 

26,45iJ.: 

·-

).5 11.? 

• ._._ j • • -~-- • • ._ .. _ .. _ ' , ·- -"'-. 

.... 
__ ._. I I .. ·--·- ·---

2 3'. 6 . . . ·1+0· .1J. • •]:1.1 '. ·1-5 :4·· . 19.9 . .. . . . . .. 
96.6 93.7 97:.8 86.5 91.1 

3 .-4 ...... 6. 3 2.£ 13.5 8.9 

Total . . . 
o. • ·, I ,f I t I, o, e I I I I ', .. 100~{) .. :100 .o . 100.0. ·100.0· . 100 .o 

June 30, excludes 427 nonsTe.ughtering pJ.ants. 
I Number. of' l.icenses issued under. WFO 75.; ee.cn ~~·"'-~~pt0ror docs .. not represent cmo 
laughter plant as livestock slaughter permits were :i.ssued to owners of livestock 
laughtered. Hence uersons who had livestock slo.ughtered for them on a custom basis 
ere issued permits • 
I Includes some slaughter by or for consUlllers by non-licensed. slaughterevs. 
ource: Nonfederally inspected slaughter reported under War Food Order No. 75~ 
~!J., Production and Marketing Admintstration, f\pril 1?47, and records used in pre­
ration of that report, Livestock, Meats, and Wool Market Statistics and Related 

ate., 1945, Production and M8.rketing Administration, September 1946. 
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More complete records of cattle:r~d: cal·f. .. slaughterers. are available .. than ;for sheep 
and hog slaughterwro. Available data indicate tha·t · nonins}!<?.Cted slaughterers whose 
annual meat production was more than. 2 million pounds produced 8 percent of all beef 
produced, th~~e wi_th outpu-t? _r~gi!;lS. fr,~.~o.~~---~~~l.~qq .~o _2 .. m~l,l.ion pounds _Yearly 
produced 10 percent, and the smaller. co.mm~rc~al si"augh.terers 6 percent.· · · ·· · 

Table 8, -Meat production by class of ,slaughter as a percent~ge of total 
meat :producti~~,: .. l9~7_:-:-41 a~e~~~.e., .. 1~42-46 

. . . 
:Average . . 

Item . 194:2 . 1943 1944. 1945 .1946 :1937-41 
. . . . . . • . . • 

Percent Percent . Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Beef 
Federally inspected .. 69.5 . 71:-B'-69.6 73.0 7o.Ij: -60.4 e • • • • • • • e • • 

Other wholesale and retail . 27 .• 4 25.4 27.3 .23.6 26.3 35.7 . . . . 
Farm . 3 .• 1 ··.2.8 3.1 .3.4 3.3 3~9 leiOIIIOIIII~·OCoiJOIIIIIII • 

Total . 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 11010~····~··· 

Veal 
Federally inspected •••••••••• : 58.3 57.9 5l.2 53.3 .49 .. 5 44.6 
Other wholesale and retail . 33-5 34.7. 41,2 40.4 43.9 47.7 . . . . 
Farm •••• ·• _,·o. • • • • • •• '• • • • · ••• • • • ·o : 8.2 7.4 7.6 6.3 6.6 7-7 

Total .. 
: .. 100.,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ••e••oee~eeeeto• 

Lamb and Mutton 
Federally inspected 80.3 - 84.4 80.8 C{6.6 86.6 87.6 . 

•ecrOIIGitO• 

Other wholesale and retail . 16.9 13.3 11.0 11.,1 11.1 9.9 . . . . 
Farm ••••••o~•••••••o~oeO•ooeo: 2 0 8 2.3 2 .. 2 2.3. 2.3 2o5 

. Total ooeoo••••••••:~.O 100,0 100.0 ioo.o 100.0 100.0 

Pork exclu[ing lard 
Federally inspected •••••••••• :- 64.5 
Other wholesale and retail ••• : 15.5 

. '"""':6~9~.5~. -98.2 7I.r- 59!l7 59.4 

FaJ:'IIl •••••• 0 •.• ~.Ill ••• c ••••.•••• :· 201)'0 
Total •••••••.••••• :-100.0 

Federally inspec~ed •••••••••• :. 
Other wholesale and retail ••o: 
Farm. • o • • 1 e • • • • • • o • ~ • • o o • • ~ e • • : 

Total . •eeett•••••e••• 

67.0 
21.4 
11.6 

100,0 

15.4 18.0 15o4 23,0 23.2 
15.1 13.8, 13.5 17.3 17.4 

1oo.o ~oo.o ioo.~o - ..... loo.o -""':;l"':::o'*'o~.o::-

Total meat 
""":7=o~.e:&---68.8 71.? .. 94.9... 6o.l-

2o.4 22.0 19.9 25.3 29.3 
9 •. 1 9. 2 8. 9 9 0 8 10 • 6 

.,...,..:;:,...:..,.---=- ~-o;-:~o::;:" ---=...,...,...~ 100&0 100.0 100 •. 0. 100.0 100,0 
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Cattle and calves 

- 15 -

IJ.vestock prices per 100 pounds (except where noted), marketings and slaughter 
statistics, by species, April, 1947 with comparisons 

PRICES 

Item 
Annual 

:Av. 1937-41: 1945 1946 Mar. Apr. 
Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. 

· . .-...,._.,-,, ...... , 

:· ' ~ ) 
1 J ~~ :: r • !l 

Mar. 
Dol. 

Beef steers sold out of first 
hands, Chioaso: 
Choice and prime •••••••••••••••••••••••• 12.01 17.30 20.24 17.35 17.24 26.92 25.88 
Good.................................... 10.52 16.00 19.32 ·i6~:rr· ·16.46 24.05 23.45 
Medium .... .... .... .... ............ ..... • 8.94 14.12 17.36 15.17 15.44 21.82 21.04 
camnon ................................. :_~7~·:;:5~9 _ __:;11rz.:.. 7o~-;3H-,---'1;?,3~~;r75f-=.-· _:_l;r;2~·.;;84;.-_;l::J.3.!.i' 21~--..:;1<:~;7.:.,• 7~;40---'1~7l-!'.;?33?--
All grades ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·-~1o;;.:·:..;4:-b7 _ __:;1rr,6~.1~8r-E----'l~9~·7il1ir.----'1n6~.~26;;-_~1T.6.!.;.5r.T.6:--~2~3.:.;·3~0:--....;2:r;2;.:·.;:,93ib-

Good grade cows, Chioaso •••••••••••••••••• 7.38 14.01 15.04 14.37 14.44 17.21 17.42 
Vealere: Gd. and Ch., Chicagp ••••••••••• 10.34 · 15.12 16.8] 15.66 15.50 24.76 23.14 
Stocker and feeder steers 

Kansas City ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8.36 13.07 15.87 15.22 15.86 2C.l3 19.91 
Av. price ~eceived by fanners: 

Beef cattle............................. 7.41 12.10 14.50 13.10 13.60 18.50 18.30 
Veal calves ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8.72 13.10 15.30 13.90 14.30 20.20 19.60 

Hogs 
Av. market price, Chicago: 

Barrows and gil te ....................... : 14.75 18.42 14.85 14.85 27.36 23.8o 
Sows ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·--..,;;--;;:;;--...:;lrf.3~· 9"'9;..__....;1;;:;8;.:.-f31;<:----'1;;:,4;..:·-n10~-..-=1:,:.4.:;.l:;;0 __ --;2:,;.4..:.,. 4~5:__....;1~9:.!.·~63~-
All purchases •••••••.••••••••• , ••••••••• __ _,_7;:.,:• 9'-'7 __ :::.14.;..:•:...:66;.:;._ _ __;1:;.:8:.:.•...:.40:,.._ __ :::.14.;..•:..:00;.:;._ _ _::.14.:..:.~81=----=27:..c.:.:·l=0=----=-2:..3 •:..;4~9 __ 

Av. price received by farmers: : 
7.59 14.00 17.50 14.20 14.20 26.40 24.30 Hogs ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• •. • 

Corn, cents per bushel •••••••••••••••••• 
Hog-corn price ratio, U, s. 1/ •••••••••••• 

62.9 109.7 141.4 114.0 116.0 150.0 163.0 
12.8 12.8 12.5 12.5 12.2 17.6 14.9 

Sheep and Lambe -
Lambe, sd· and ch., Chicagp ••••••••••••••• 
Feeding lambs, sd. and ch., QQaha ••••••••• 

Ewes, gd. and ch., Chicago •••• , ••••••••••• 
Av. price received by farmers: 

Sheep •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
I.am.bs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Meat 
WiiOleeale, Chicago: 

Steer beef', carcass (good, 500-600 Lbs.): 
Composite hog products •••••••••••••••••• 
Lamb carcasses (good, 30-40 lbs.) •••••• : 

B.L.S. index retail meat prices 1/ ....... : 
Index income of industrial workers •••••••• 

9.82 15.48 
8. 70 . gjl.4.17 
4.43 7.69 

4.20 6.40 
8.28 13.10 

16.09 
11.07 
17.11 

100•9 

19.88 
14,8o 
23.68 

131.1 

1935-39=100 ........ ......... ...... •••• •• 120.4 285.7 
IJ.vestock Marketing and 

Meat-animal marketings: 
Index numbers (1935-39=100) ••••• 

Stocker and Feeder shipments to 
8 Corn Belt States 
Cattle and calves •••••• ·, ••••••• : 
Sheep and Lambe •••••••••• , •••• , : 

Slaughter under Federal Inspection: 
Numbers: 

Unit 

Thoue.; 
Theus.: 

109 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Calves ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
Sheep and lamb e •••••••••••••••• : 
Hogs ••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••• : 

Thous.: 91 999 
Theus.: 5,571 
Thoue. :17,609 
Theus. :411 225 

Average live-weight: 
Cattle ••••• , , , ••••••••••••••••• : lb. 
Calves ••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 1b. 
Sheep and lambs •••••••••••••••• : lb. 
Hogs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : lb. 

Meat Production: · 
Beef ........................... :M11.lb,: 
Veal ••••••••• , , • , •• , • , • , , • , , ••• :Mil.lb,: 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••• :Mil.lb.: 
Pork (excluding lard) •••••••••• :M11.1b.: 

Storage stocks end of month: : 
Beef' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :Mil.lb. : 
Pork ••••••• , ••• , , •• , , , •• , , ••• , , :Mil.lb.: 
Lamb and mutton •••••••••••••••• :Mil,lb.: 
Total meat and meat products ••• :M11,1b.: 

Percent packing sows are of' Fed-

933 
191 

86 
234 

5,002 
597 
710 

5,530 

149 

2,555 
3,454 

14,538 
7,020 

21,220 
40,960 

948 
214 
94 

265 

7,240 
823 
913 

6,387 

18.65 15.69 16.53 23.46 22.28 
2/16.46 15.38 15.30 21.22 19.56 
- 8.25 8.01 8.60 10.02 10.43 

7-49 6.8] 7.01 8.28 8.55 
15.60 13.70 14.00 20.00 19.60 

2].81 
20.37 
31.08 

161.3 

264.2 

20.10 
15.06 
24.06 

131.3 

242.4 
Slaughter Statistics 

141 

2,935 
3,212 

11,413 
5,830 

19,897 
44,394 

943 
199 

94 
255 

5,666 
641 
850 

6,642 

132 

91 
90 

904 
484 

1,978 
3,636 

992 
140 
100 
249 

488 
38 
90 

534 

157 
397 
16 

669 

20.18 
15.13 
24.18 

132.8 

251.5 

142 

109 
67 

715 
445 

1,736 
3,858 

994 
145 

95 
248 

394 
37 
76 

573 

137 
379 
12 

620 

37.11 
31.24 
41.45 

207.6 

311.7 

139 

161 
133 

1,228 
644 

1,237 
3,406 

948 
165 
101 
253 

622 
59 
58 

485 

191 
398 
14 

748 

35·8o 
28.53 
39-70 

202.2 

142 

131 
136 

1,203 
678 

1,322 
3.616 

946 
163 
100 
254 

618 
62 
61 

521 

168 
391 
11 

712 

erall in eoted ho ala ter • :Percent: 11 12 8 7 7 
_ Number of bush s of corn equivalent in ue of 100 pounds of 1ve hogs. 2 Average of prices for Jan., 
Apr., Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov. 8lld Dec, 11 Meats, poultry and fish: Bureau of-Labor statistics, 1935-39=100. 

Feb., Mar., 
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Retail meat prices, United States, selected periods 1939-47. ~~ "' . . .. . ;:r'<n 

~~ !Z HI:-' ...... 
:.=tt"'t'l >-3fjj ;s 

0 0'00 
cn~t-tlll Zl "") ct-~ 

Year Jnn .. Feb .. March . April ; May Aug. ; Sept. ; Oil" .., 0'1:l 
: June : July : Oct •. Nov. Dec. Average : J.t-'txf • I H ;s , 

: : ..... ~to< 01 0 '1 . 
b~ H Net" Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents cents Cents Cents : CT>~>O b 01;3 -- -- :B.A.E. Composite reteil price of pork, including lard-- -- -- -- ~~:a 
Q...:) . ~ . 1-' I ;s . ~~ 01 "" oct-. ..... c:: . 

1939 19.6 19.7 19.6 19.3 18.8 18.5 18.7 18.2 20.3 19.1 18.0 16.8 18.9 
. 0 "' 0 : . H (/) 0 H ()..., 

1940 16.4 16.0 15.9 16.0 16.2 15.8 16.7 17.1 17.5 17.1 16.6 16.6 16.5 
. 
~ 

~ ~ . 
: . ;» 

1941 17.6 18.4 18.3 19.1 19.9 21.1 22.5 23.3 24.2 23.8 22.8 22.8 21.2 
. > en ;q : . 

~ "' '1 
: 

. .... . 0 C> 

1946 : 26.0 26.0 25.9 26.0 26.1 26.3 34.2 43.3 30.0 43.3 52.2 45.8 33.8 
. 

> s:: . .... 
1947 : 44.1 43.4 49.8 . .. 0 ct-. s:: . 0 '1 . 

:2: ~ ~ 

B.A.E. Composite retail price of good grade beef cute . . • ~ . 
P1 . 

1939 : 25.6 :::3.6 28.7 28.9 28.1 28.8 28.8 28.4 29.8 28.4 28.2 27.8 28.6 . 1-<1 £:;1 . 
1940 27.4 27.1 27.0 27.0 Z' .6 ?:7.9 23.9 29.3 31.1 30.5 30.4 30.4 28.7 . • t'l : . 
1941 : 30.7 30.5 30.5 30.4 29.7 29.6 29.9 30.6 31.9 31.7 31.0 31.7 30.7 . 

Q ;.... : 
"' 

.., 
1946 : 33.1 33.1 33.1 33.5 33.7 33.8 49.8 51.5 40.2 50.0 55.0 54.2 41.8 . . )it 1947 54.9 54.1 55.4 . "1"-4•:, 

: . Q . ::0 . 
B.A.E. Composite retail price of lamb cute . H . • "tl . ~ 

26.2 26.0 25.6 26.8 28.2 28.0 26.2 28.1 24.9 24.5 24.1 26.4 
. ;s 

1939 : 27.7 . "' 1940 21l-.l 23.7 25.2 26.7 27.1 28.5 27.6 27.5 27.5 25.7 24.8 24.6 26.1 ""'"' : . .. ct-

1941 : 25.7 25.9 25.8 26.0 27.3 29.7 29.1 28.7 30.3 2!3.9 28.0 2!3.2 27.8 . 'j '<; . "' ..., : . ;s 0 

1946 : 35.4 35.5 35.5 35.8 36.0 36.0 44.3 49.0 45.0 48.5 53.0 51.4 42.1 . ct-'1 

1<)47 53.0 52.8 54.2 
. o'1:1 : ...,'1 . ..... . 

"" <l B.L.S. index retail meat prices (including poultry and fish) Index numbers . 0 .. . .. ct-
(1935-39 ; 100) . &<> . :» 

1939 96.6 97.0 97.1 97.8 97.6 96.7 97.2 95.7 101.0 96.8 94.4 91.7 96.6 . .• c: 
: . (]) .. 

1940 91.0 90.0' 91.0 93.1 94.9 96.0 93.6 99.2 102.4 99.1 97-3 97.4 95.8 . <> . .... 
1941 101.1 102.5 102.5 103.5 104.2 106.8 108.7 111.2 115.5 112.9 110.4 111.1 107.5 . C:.Oct" 

00 . C1' 0 

132.8 186.6 188.5 203.6 197.8 161.3 
. • "' 1946 131.4 131.3 131.3 133.5 134.0 173.7 190.7 . 

-.() < . 0 
1947 199.0 196.7 207.6 202.2 . 

• ..... 

*"' 
p. 

-J 
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