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SUMMARY

Total meat production in 1947 1s now expected to be arcund 23 billion pounds
(wholesale meat basis), about the same as in 1946, and about the fourth larg=st on
record.

More beef and veal will be produced this year than last, possibly the greatost
quantity on record. Federally inspected slaughter of cattle in the firet 4 months
of 1947 was a record for the period, and 37 percent greater than a year earlier. But
noninspected slaughter showed a marked decrease from the record volume of the first
4 months of 19L6,

Decreases from last year in pork and lamb production will about offset the
increase in output of beef and veal. Most, if not all, of the reduction in pork
production will occur in the first 8 months of the year, reflecting 7 percent fewer
hoege on farms January 1. Federally inspected sheep and lamb slaughter in the first
4 months this year was 27 percent less than a year earlier. With the number of stock
sheep the smallest on record and this year's lamb crop 1.5 to 3 million smaller than
last year, slaughter during the rest of 1947 will continue below a year earlier.

Althousgh per capita meat supplies were among the largest in many years, meat
and meat-animal prices in the first 5 months of 1947 averaged the higheet on record
for those months., This reflected the unusually strong consumer demand and exports
larger than prewar. Meat-animal prices in 1947 are likely to average the highest
on record, despite the probability of some declines in the second helf year.

Noninspected meat production was unusually large in 1945 and 1946. But in
1947 1t will constitute a more nearly normal proportion of the total meat produced
because of a shift to federally insvected slaughter.

An analysis of meat production by class of slaughter indicates that in 19u4
more than two-thirds of all meat was produced in about L20 federally inspected
plants, one-fifth by about 26,000 noninspected commercial slaughterers, and almost
one-tenth on farms,

Of the estimated 5 billion pounds of meat produced by nonfederally inspected
comercial slaughterers in 1944 - one-fifth of total meat output that year -- 32
percent was produced by 360 large plante, each producing over 2 million pounds of
meat annually. The rest was produced by 3,174 medium-sized slaughterers and more
than 22,000 butchers,

(For release June 9, A. M.)
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Mret Production This Year Yay Total 23 Billion
Pounds; Supplics per Person Large

Total U. S. meat production in 1947 will be about the fourth largest on record,
anl probably sbout =zqual to the 23 billiou vounds, dressed meet basis, produced in

14:6.  Followinm the record nig crops of 1943 end 1944, meet production reached =
ook of 26,2 billion pounds in 1944, Production dropmed to 23.7 billion pounds in
104E and declined further in 1946, ‘

Meat sunplies this year may svera~e 150 to 155 pounds per perscn (civilisns).
Tris would be tho largest in over 35 vears, slirhtly erester than in 1946, end 16 to
21 peunds greeter then averags consumpiton in 1937-41, Exports and shipments of meat
iv the firct holf of' 1947 may be only 300 to 400 million pounds, dressed maat hssis,
compared with around 200 million in the first helf of 1946, ILxports aul chipments in
the second half may be as larze as or larger thon the 240 millior pounds shipned in
the second helf of 1946, Military meet nurcheses in the first gquartrr of 1947 enpar-
ently wers around 30 vercent less thauw in the corresponding period of 1G4€,

Table 1. - Tobal snd per rapits civilian consuvmption of meal, dressed
ment hasis, United States, 1937-41 avernes, 1942-47,

: Total

L : Per copita
Yoar H : sLamb ¢ Tork | r11 : : : Lamb :Porl coyw-
: Beef ; Veal : and sexecludine: 27 ¢ Beof : Vezl : and :cluding; All
ot : mmatton:  lord TOATE : :rutton: lord @ meets
T aUTh, MATL, 10,10 T, i, 16, mil,1b.rounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds
1937-41 1/ —

wornge /37,313 1,017 880 8,365 17,576 55,6 7.7 . 8.7 65,5 133.,5

1942 l/...:8,107 1,065 946,292 18,410 61,3 8,0 7.1 62,7 139.1
1943 1/,..16,432 1,045 827 9,647 17,947 49,6 0.1 6.3  T4.4  138.4
1944_5/...:6,927 1,598 859 10,362 19,746 53,6 12,3 6.7 80.1 152,7
818 l/...:7,657 1,528 939 8,548 16,650 58,9 11.8 7.2 65,9 143,8
1946_3[...:8,408 1,376 - 928 10,522 21,234 60,5 9.9 6.7 75,7 - 152.8
1947 8/4.4:9,780 1,580, 780 9,860 21,800 69 11 5 68 153
levised 1940-45
/ Prelimirary
Forecast: - L e

Totel mert vroduction in the first quarter of 1947 enparently was moderately
965 than in the first gquarter of 1946, Output this spring and summer ic likely to

¢ nreateor than a year -carlier, althoush oroduction in eithsr the sccond quarter or
hird guarter: will be less than in tle first quarier. ot much chaire is expected

N monthly meat production from April throu~h September this yesr. Thic is in sharp
ontrast to 1946, when monthly meet prodiction fluctusted widsly. Prodnction vas ¥
‘rv small in Juue, September and =crly Octoher last veer when ceiling orices were in
Ifzct, but very large in July end “ugust ond after mid-Octoher when controls were
cmoved, Meat production in the lest cuarter of 1947 mny about equal that of a year
rlier when marketings of cattle, calveg, end hors were unusuelly leres,
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Beef and veel vroduction will be particularly large through the sumer,
reflzcting incrcased numbers of cottle on grain feed and the large number of cattle
and cnlves on farms and renches. In contrest, pork supmlies probably will be around
S rercent smaller then last sumrer becauce of the reduced 1946 fell pig crop. Lemb
and mitton production in 1947 mey be 20 norcent below 194€,

In lete 1947 when sprinm pirs reach market weirshts, pork su-plies will become
more plentiful and will meke up a more nearly normel oroportion of the total meat
gupply. Pork vrodvction in October 1947-Sevtember 1948 also probebly will be
sr.at v than in the previous vesr. :

Althoueh pork vroduction may be «rcater in 1948 thran in 1947, the increase
may b« morc than offset by a decrense in beef end veal production. Production of
lamb end mutton is likely to continue smell because shock shecp numbers arc now the
smelicst of reeord. Total meat production in 1948 vill be far in excess of prewar
but probably less than in 1946 or 1947, '

Mect Produciion Estimates Revised

v

Estimetes of meet production durine 1940-46 have been revised on the basis of
reports from sleurhterers snd other records of movement and disapoearance of live-
stock., :

The meior revisions sre ia the ostimetes of hor slaughter snd in pork pro-
duction. Becouss of the diversiom of hoes row usvsl wurket channels durine each
of the past 4 years, there has been ~onsidorable difficulty in sccounting for the
total disappearance of homs, The oricinel estimated slaughter, death, losses, and
other known disapnearance-of tors wher totrled vins somewbat less than the supnoly,
based on the estirated number of hors on farme at tho begirning and end of eech
year and number of pies saved during the vesr, Althouch more et
complete redords of slau~hter were obteiried in connsetion with the slaurhber control
programs it appeoarcd that either = larpge diversion of hozs from ususl merkceting
channels was teking place ‘or thet the eshinmates of thre nir crop wers too hirch. The
oricinal hog slaughtbr estimetes anticipated some downward revision in the pig crop
cstimates when the results of the 1945 Consus %eceme aveilable. The 1945 Gonsus
of Agriculture and other information indicatc-d that only slicht revisions were
required in the 1940-46 pilg crop estimates end in the number of hogs on farms at
the beginning of cech yesr., Thercfore an “wpward revision in hog slauchter estimates
was nocessary to bring disappesrance more in line with the indiceted supply. The
vpward revisions were made in slauchter other than federally insnected sinee records

i for. that category are precligelly complete.

Form sloughter estimates ore based largely on annual surveys of livestock
prodvueers end on Ccnsus reports of slaughter for the differeuwt spccies. The most
significeant revisions in farm slauchter wore for cattle and colves. The Census
permitted a more edequate aporaisal of the increese in the numbor of farms =~
slaughtering these species, g '

+



Table 2,- Ertimated liveetock elanghter and meat and lard ntodnct_io;i, Unite; States, average 1037-U1, anrual 1512-46 and indtcated 1347.
P i .- I i ' - — .
: Average 193741 T~ T5k2 - ] — o ieng A - 1ghk 7 oy - ) 1948 17, : Tndicated 1957
1t 3 . : Total : Total : Totsl : Total ¢ 3 Totsl ¢ Total : : Potal : Total . 1 Total : Total : . 3 Potal : Total ¢ 3 Total : Total
. e : Head : lve- : pro- i Head : 1ive- :- pro- ¢ Hesd : live~- : vpro- : Hesd : 1ive- ¢ pro- : Hesd : live- : pro- :/ : 1ive- : pro- ¢ Head : 1live- ¢ pro-
H : : duction ¢ :_weight : duction: : H 3 wel e : duction 1 : welght : duction @ H " : : t__ fductie;
- t Thous, KMil, 1b, Mil -1b, Thouwe, Mil, 1b, Hil, b Thous, 11, lb, Mi1, 1v, 'l’hnu.s. !Sl, b, Mi}, 1b, Thous, Kii, _ 1b, Kil, 1d Thous, Mil, 1b, ;. b, M M1, 1b, xg.’ ib,
Catsles : SR Livatiock slighter oA mest vroduction ’ R ;
Federally imspected ...i........’ 9,993 . 9,331 = 5,002 12,340 11,77 6,347 1,722 11,198 5,970 13,955 12,905 6,655 1,53 13,175 7,280 13,802 10,759 - /5,666
Other wholesale and ratail 3 &,651 3,823 1,972 5,047 4,31 2,249 5,116 b,535 2,340 5_:03 2 K172 2 fEB 6.2&}; 5. 2,700 T.479 6,413 3:3’-‘9
Farm .iieiiiniiaenes U 571 439 22k 6us Lg3 251 708 520 2%5 8 609 31 916 664 339 22 7l 363 . -
Totsl . cevrsanesnssassl 15,215 13,593 7,198 18,033 15580 8,847 17,845 16,253 8,/575 19,8 17,687 9,115 a,691 19,654 10,279 | 19,% 17,883 - 9,378 22,1000 20,000 10,500,
Calves: - : ) ’ T
Pederally 1nepectaﬂ ...... veeeel 5,570 1,065 526 5,760 1,197 667 5,289, 1,080 597 7,769 1,63 926 7,020 1,501 823 5,841 1,165 - - 6h2
Other vholesale and retail .....: 3,122 596 - 2 3.7 697 399 k111 -7 g1 - 5, 7h9 1,272 73 5,884 1,76 729 5,565 1,228 621
Yarn . 735 1 - 6 g 25 620 54 89 724 190 109 ji) 190 09 758 9% 1M :
: 9,428 1,807 1,022 9,718 2,042 1,151 9,940 2,080 1,167 1l4 242 3,155 1,738 13,645 3,007 1,661 12,168 2,567 1Mo 13,700 2,900 1,600
: s N - - .
Sheep and lambg: : : ! ) . < .
Toderally inepected ...... eeereat 17,608 1,51 720 2,624 1,926 880 23,36 2,118 958 21,875 1,96 g€ 21,28 2,003 913 19,884 1,864 850
mher wholesale s34 reteil .....: 3,678 3 1lg 3, ;s; 29 132 3,1 268 , 122 2,918 2lig 1Y 2,850 " 57 117 2,350+ 209 ¢ 9% .
.t 592 53 25 52 2 516 51 an 562 50 ;3 S7L. 50 580 51 L&
1 AL87M 1,882 ssh o5, 555 2,277 . 1,043 27,073 2,437 1,106 25,355 2,254 1,024 | 24,639 2,310 1,054  2a.e1h 2,124 970 19,800 1,%00 800
Hoge: ; \ | ’ ’ ’
Tederally inepocted i.e.........d 51,223 9,648 53¢ 53,897 13,229 . 7,562 63,31 16,1 .. 9.325 69,017 16,859 9.:22 40,960 10,837 L3857 M3k 11,307 6.6M2
o 330 12,117 2,710 1,612 17,719 3,996 2, 15,500 286 2,

6
Other vholesale and retail 17,300 3,945 ';z,‘hss 18,000 4,158 2,592
. 0

3.
B - 12. 3 2,912 1,842 14,016 3.215 1,878 13,551 3,137 1,802 13,631 3,231 5% . 13,8 3,392 - 1,933
;17; 53 18,911 10,876 95,226 23,2 13,640 98,068 23,282 ’ zzl?

: e 15098 . 13,306 7,891 18,013 10,697 76, 18,857 11,173 73,000 17,700 10,100
4] meat spimals: : . . . - o )
Pederally insvected ,...........t — 21,559 11,838 — 28,125 1E,h56 e 30.,3‘7 16,833 — 33,113 17,92 —_— 28,16 15,363 ..-— | 25,095 13,600 —
Other wholessle and retail .....:  —- 7,005 3,793 - -— 8,080 159 ~—- 3 5 5,397 - 8,978 5,012 -— 10,43 - 6,002 — . 12,008 6,724 -— '
PAIB oerueecrrnnens [ 3,746 2,086 |, - 3,605 2,002 — ho00 2,256 - 3.987 2,245 - h.l}g 2,326 -— b, 2,37 — X
Total L...ereriinrennen reral 32,320 17,677 . --- 39,610 2,97 - W82 2bke6 C — %,313 25,181 e 42,99 23,651 —_ bl G5t 22,961 — L2,%00 23,000
: ; :  Woliciies Tard a renfered soTk fak - G-
Tedorally inepected .. v.n-.... : : 1,8 - L 1,72 : 2,080 2,361 Lm0 S
Jthsr wholesale and retail | : ‘52 : 269 '559 219 235 ; . "353
FAID L iiiiirenecsonnnnses .. 466 uog 26 408 %20 . B 1
Total ..... et oot 1,942 R ) © 2,865 3,054 2,05¢ .o-2a 2,350
1/ Prelininary, - T - — T

et
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More Cattle Expected to be Slaughtered. . {
in 1947 Than in Any Other Year ‘

Beef production in 1947 is expected to exceed the 1945 record of 10,3 ‘
billion pounds, dressed weight. Production in 1046 was approximately 90O mil-
lion pounds less than in 1945, principally because price uncertaintles caused pro-
ducers to hold cattle from market in June, September, and early October. Federall;
inspected cattle slaughter in 1946 was down over 3 million head from 1945, but non.
inspected commercial slaughter was estimated to be 1.2 million head greater, and
the largest of record., Farm slaughter was the largest since 1922, ,

Cattle slaughter under Federal inspection in the first 4 months of 19h7
totaled 5 million head, 37 percent greater than a year earlier, and the largest
of record for that period. The gain over last year was partly offset by sharply
reduced slaughter in noninspected plants., Calf slaughter under Federal inspection
during January-April 1947 set a record for that period and was 36 percent greater
than in 1946 and 19 percent greater than in 1945, Noninspected calf slaughter; °
however, has been somewhat smaller this year then last. If the increase in total -
slaugher of cattle and calves over 1946 continues, the rest of the year, it would |
be hy far the largest on record and would cause a. substantial reduction in the |
number of cattle. The proportion of cows and heifers slaughtered so far this year
has not been large, indicating no marked tendency to reduce breeding stock. How-
ever, marketings of cows and heifers usually are largest in the lete summer and
fall at the end of the graging season. . ‘

Considerably more cattle will be on grain feed this summer than the small
number last year. On April 1, 13 percent more cattle were on feed in the Corn
Belt than on April 1, 1946, Shipments of stocker and feeder cattle to feeding
areas in January-April continued much greater than a year earlier, and were large
for the season. Shipments from four markets in May, however, were smaller than in
May last year. The number of short-fed cattle marketed so far this year has been
large. Marketings of long-fed cattle have been relatively small, but are now
increasing seasonally in proportion to total marketings’

More calvee are expectsd to be slaughtered this year than last but not as
many as in 1944, While the number of beef cows on farms January 1, 1947 was only
1 percent less than the record, there were 6 percent fewer milk cows on farms than
the record of January 1, 1945,

Pork Production Reduced More Than
Hog Slaughter This Year '

Hog slaughter in 1947 may total 72 to T4 million head, 2 to L mlllion less |
than in 1946, much less than in 1943 or 194k, but close to the average for the
years just before the 1934 drought.

Lower yields of pork per hog this year than last indicate that the reductid
in pork output will be even greater than for hog slaughter. Total pork production
in 1946 was estimated at 11,2 billion pounds, compared with the record of 13.6 -
billion in 1943, and 13.3 billion in 194k, The everage weight of hogs slaughtereq
8ince February hes been greater than a year earlier, and among the heaviest on -
record for those months, Lard yields per hog and per 100 peunds llve weight have
been considerably greater than in lQh6
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Total hog slaughter in January-April avpurently was moderately less than &
year earlier, Federally inspected slaugher was 2 vercent less than Iin the period
of 1946, and noninspected slaughter appsrently wos reduced even more, Federally
inspected pork production was cbout 83percent less. ¥ederally inspected slaughter
this summer may about ‘equal that of a year earlier, but total slaughter likely will
continue under 1946, Pecause of the smaller 1O46 fell pig crop. Slaughter in the
Jast 4 months of 1947 may be larger than o year cvrlier, because of the larger sprimg
pig crop this year. ' :

'L@mg and Mutton Production in 1947
T®111 Be Smallest In Several Years

Total sheep and lomb slunghter declined ffom 20,6 million head in 1045 to
22 .8 million in 194G, - Federally inspected slaughter of sheep and lambs in the first
L months this year was 27 percent less than a vear esrlier, This year's lamb crop
probably will be 1,5 to 3 million hend below 1946. This will result in smaller
slaughter: through the remainder of this yeor and in early 1948,

" The reduction in the proportion of mature sheep killed this ye:r indicates
th:it the decline inthe number of sheep on farms nd ranches which begsn in 1042
may be nearly ended. Anv decline in sheep in 71947 is likely to be much lesgs then
the 9 percent reduction in 1946, Sheep numbers have declined sbout one-third since
1942--the greatest 5-year drop on record. The reduction in sheep numbers primexily:
was due to the fact that fewer farms and ranches were. keeping sheep in 1945 than in
1940. The number of sheep declined 11 percent from 194U to 1945, But, according
to the Bureau of the Census figures, the number of farms reporting sheep declined
22 percent in that period. 1/ S

Livestock Price Prospects Unchanged

Meat-animal prices in 1947 are likely to average record high even though the
domestic meat supply per person promises to be one of the largest in many years,
Livestock and meet prices in January-March penerally were the highest recorded but
consvtmption of meat per person probobly was the greatest for the period fncat .least
35 years.

v Prices of meat anim=ls declined in April =nd May from the record peuks of
late February and Marca when they averaged about 60 percent higher th~n a yvear ear-
lier. Most of the decline was in hog prices although prices of better grade slauech-
ter cattlo and calves declined moderately. Prices of stocker and feeder cattle in
mid-Mey were the highest of record. Prices of lambs renched a low for the year in
April, but increased moderately in early May.

With seasonally smaller marketings of hogs in prospect, prices of hogs nre
likely to continue reletively high through summer but will decline st least seuson-
ally this fall,  .Hog prices probably will not drop %o sunport levels this yezr un-
less there is a substential reduction in consumer vurchasing power, Recently-announe
‘6d support prices for April-September will aversge $15.60.per hundred pounis,
Chicago basis--much below current merket levels,

%éfhe I9L5 Census reported 156,086 fermers having sheep compared with 584,935 in
O- ’
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Table 3,-Weekly average support prices of hogs at, Chicago, April- September l9h7
(Good and choice barrows and gilts, all woights) .

.
.

Bogiﬁning 4 f Price

B Beginning'. : Prico
: Dollars R : BDollars
April 1 : 15.75 e July 6 : 16.25
April 6 : 15.50 e July 12 3 16.50
April 27 15.25 e July 20 - 3 16.75 -
June 15 HE 15.50 H August 10 3 ~17.00°
June 22 H 15.75 3 August 31 : 17.25
June 29 : 16.00 - T September 29  : - 17.00

Advaneing fecd-grain prices in Marsh lowered hog-feed price ratios from tho
vory favorable level of February. Corn prices rose sharply in March to about the
highest of record for that season. Prices declined materially In April but in May
were about equal to the March peak. The hog-corn price ratio at Chicago in mid-May
was 12,9 compared with 13.6 in mid-April and 16.0 on March 15. A ratio. averaging
around 13 during the spring normally would be followed by a moderate lncrease in sows
farrowing in the fall season (June l-December 1j.

Cattle prices In mid-May were closc to the peaks reached shortly after price
decontrol last October. Seasonal declines are in prospect for stocker and #eder cat-
tle and low grade slaughter cattle through the summer and into the fall as marketings
increase. Prices of good and nedium slaughter cattle may also decline seasocnally
with increased marketings this suwmer. Should consumer incomm decline iIn' the second
half year, the usual scasonal advance in prices of better grade fed cattle in late
sunmer i1s not likely to occur and the summer and early feall #rop in prices of gréass-
fat cattle would be severe.

Lamb prices are likely to decline seasonally through the summer and early fall
as marketlings increase. The decline may be not so great as in cattle prices, because
of the small lamb crop this year. Apparently the dmmand for breeding ewes has in-
creased. FBwe prices have advanced more than seasonally since last December. Slaugh-
ter of ewes has declined substantially since last fall,

Production of Meat Animals
Smallest 12 Six Years

Farm production of meat enimals this year probably will be the amallest since
1941. Production of all species will be down moderc.tely from 1946,

Followlng the 1936 drought, production of meat animals.. increased sharply,
and by 1939 was moderately greater than in 1933. Farm output in 1939 was estimated
at 34.2 billion pounds, live welght. In the early years of the war, production in-
creased markedly, reaching a record of over 46 billion in 1943. Since then produc-
tion has declined each year.
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Not live weight produ.ction of hogs dropped from the 1043 high of 26 billion pounds
to 21 billion in 194k, because of the sharp reduction in the number of pigs caved.
Production was somawhat smaller in the following 2 years. IFarm production of cattle
and calves reached a peak in 1945 of 19.3 billion pounds, and has declined moderately
gince. Froduction of sheep and lambs was &b & peak in thc eerly wor years, bulb
doclined steadlly afterwards as mubers docllned The tobtal in 19L6 was estimated at
only 1.8 billion pounds, livewelght, compered with 2.3 billion in 1942, Production
in 1946 wag the amallest 8ince 19“8

Tegble L4.- Meat- anlmal production on farms and ranches, leoweﬁght United otutes,

averages 1924-23, 1929-33, and 1934-38, annual 104L5-ky

Period. : Cabtle : 3 Shnep : Tobal
and : and ¢  FHogs : and : Jive-
Year : - Calves : : Lombs N welipht
) T Mil. Tb. MIL. 1b. Mil, 3b.. MiL, Ib.
Average : T ' - :
192428 12,672 15,399 ' 1,603 29,674
1929-33 : 13,796 16, Ol 1,906 31,749
1934-38 : b, 077 12,583 1,917 28,577
Annusl :
1945 @ 19,3k 19,096 1,912 k0,353
1946 1/ ;18,701 19,093 LTS 39,569
19h7 2/ : 38,500

- . ———— —————— -

1/ Preliminary.
g/ Forecast.

[

NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK’ SLACGHIERERS AMND MwAT PRODUCTION BY CLASCES OF SLAUGHIER
By Grover J. Cims

The licensing of S¢aughterors under food order:s dwring the war made it dos-
glble to obtaln mcre complcte information on the number of slaughlerers ond meat -
production.  The primary purnose of licensing and slaughter controls through most
of 1943 and 1945 and in pwrtﬁ of 104k and 194€ was to wprevent diversion ul-u]aughter
from federsally inspected to noninspected plonts. Such diversion made it difficult
Tor the Govermmert to purchase desired quantities of meat for the military forces
and feor forelgn shipment. Diverslon to noningpscted claughter also created msatb
shorteges for civiliars in parte of the United States which depended largely upon
Tederally inspected meats. As Indicated in toble O diversion wes grectest in 1945

and 1946,

After 1941, there was a marked increase in the mwiber of foderally incpected
slavnghter plants and an even grecter increase in the number of non-glavahtering
esbablishments under Federal incpection vqolwdlup branch houses, serum plants, sau-
sage and. carming factories, etc.) The grreatly increased carned meat. roguirements
during the war, pavticularly stimulatcd the incresse ir non-glavghter plonta,

The Fulmer Act aporoved June 10, 1942, aubhorized the Sccrctary of Agriculture
toprovidd@ederal meat inspection during the war emergoncy to meab-packiag plants
ongaged only in intrastete commerce. This was done primoxrily vo ICCLJlb”tu the pro-
curement of meabt and meat food products by Fedoivel agencies. Of the 181 federclly
Inspected slauvghtercrs opcrating in mid-194k, 152 werc "Fulmer! plants.
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- Table 5.-Number of establishments operaalng under’ Federal 1nspection,'
June 30, 1941-46 and rverage number of livestock slaughtersd - -

and meat produced per establlshment during 011endar yeQrs -

.
.

—m———

el
Item : 19&1 : 19&2': 1943 :’19&&-5: 19&5 ;igi;;
Number Number Nurber Number Numbexr ;nggg
Number of establishiments: . *° RS : ' 3
Non-81laughtering v.i:viseeeveesncar et 3&1 356 hih - Lot 503 hh
Slaughtering 1/ .....uve vuovvs-venaa.: 308 303 _/h28 2/u81 @C/‘“? 3/55k
CAtBle iuiurernrroronnernsnss-azesl 29 256 38l “HB 3/kby 3/”*%
Calves .... brereaneereaeil.t 253 249 364 265 330 51s:
Sheep and lembs 5/ ......... Ceereest 215 211 301 293 223 2
OGS 'ivunveeornnacnrnons e : 226 218 308 322 301 300
HOTSBE .vvvrevnneeenrronsinenoncnons : 4 b 6 6 6 - .
:Thous Thous. Thous., Thous. Thous. . Thow
thead head head head.  head hea .
Average slaughter per plant : S
Slaughtering 5/
Cattle ......... RN . cee 43 48 31 33 33 2
Calves ........... e e 2 23 14 21 21 18
Sheep and lambs ..... et 8k 102 78 73 95 83
Hogs ........ Ceebases Cee et 2n6 27 206 214 136 146
Horses ....vevvevvne.. e R N 7 9 9 37 2
Mil Mil Mil. Mil, Mil., Mil,
lb.  1b. b, 1b, - 1b. CIb,
Average meat production per plant : '
slaughtering: 6
Cattle (beef e naset 22,5 24,8 15.5 15.5 16.2 124
Calves (veal) e st 2.k 2.7 1.6 2.5 2.5 o)
Sheep and 1ambs (lamb and mutton) 3.5 4,2 3.2 3.0 4.1 1.6
Hogs (pork, excluding lard) .......: 28,1 3h.7 30.2 ° 29.h4 2l.2 218
A11 meat animals 1/ N I = ¢ 51.0 * 39.3  37.3 28.1 by

1/ Total slaughtering plents; most nlants slaughter more than onc species,
2/ Includes 133 Filmer, slaughtering plants in 1943; 152 in 19hk; and 179 in 19LS.
Includes 72 slaughters with limited inspection on cuttle in 10h5 86 in 1946,

3/
E/ Including goats.

Average slaughter of cattle in cattle-slaughtelnng plunts, etc.

/ Average beef production in cattle-slaughtering plants,

etc,

l/ Average production of all slaughtering plants, excluding goat end horse meat,

and lard,
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Part of the inecrease in slaughter plants undcr Federal inspection was in

plants slaughtering over 51 cattle a woek for Army purchase. -The War Food Adminis-
tration in 194k required such plants to have limited Fedoral inspoetlion of their
beef sleughtering operations. In 1945, additional sleughtor plants were granted
eleage from slaughter quotas and werc given a status about equal to federally in-
spected plents, under War Food Order 139. However, slaughter in plants under WFO-
139 was not included in the federally inspected totals.

Table 6 .. - Number of farms slaughtering liveétock, total farm slaughﬁer and
average number per ferm reporting slaughter, selegted years, 1909-uk

, : United States Census : BAT
Them : Number -farms : Percentage T Average per . i Estimated
: reporting : of all : farm - : Tarm
¢ 'slaughter H farms :  slaughtering : slaughter
: Number Percent o e Numbor. T ousand hnad
Cattle: :
1909 : 593,285 9.3 2.4 1,409
1929 B 180,456 2.9 1.9 460
1939 : 373,981 6.1 1.6 571
1944 : 686,068 11.7 1.3 570
Calves: : :
1909 : 268,508 4,2 4,2 1,132
1929 : 183,266 2.9 2.5 627
1939 : 308, 706 5.1 2.0 755
1944 : Li2,361 7.0 1.5 602
cheep and lambs: -
1909 : 69,299 1.1 7.6 547
1919 : 93,583 1.5 4.6 480
1929 : Ly,158 0.7 7.4 463
1939 . . : 71,012 .2 6.4 597
1944 : —_ --- --- , 550
Hogs: : .
1909 : 3,643,546 57,3 h.2 15,375
1919 v 4,565,130 70.8 3.7 16,804
1929 1 3,228,450 51.3 3.3 13,253
1939 : 4,070,705 66.8 3.2 13,980
10kk 65.3 2.8 13,826

3,823,227

*a o8 ee
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Such plants were regquired to meet certaln sanitary sﬁandards, and to have‘méat PLO-
‘duced under the supervision of a gualifiled inspecitor. They also werc required %o ob.
serve rationing end price regulations, and to set asido meat for Governwent purchaso,

Average production of meat per federally inspccted plant decllined each yeaxr
from 1941 through 1946, Part of this decline reflected the Inclusion of additional |
plants under Federal inspectlon. These new plante urually were amaller than those
operating under Federal inspection before the war, The reductlon in average slaugh-
ter per federally ingpected plant from 1941 to 1946 was 44 percent for catile, 17 per.
cent for calves, and 22 perxcent for hoge. Sheep and lamb slavghter per plant was -
bout the same in 1946 as in 1941.

Farm slaughter has accounted for as much as 1l percent of total meat productic
in recent years. The Census reported 4.2 million farmers. slaughtering one or more
species of livestock in 1939. Indications aro that the numbor slaughtering in 194k
was as large ‘or perhaps somewhat larger than in 1939, even though the tctal numder of
farms decreased during that period. The greatecst farm slaughter occurs In hogs. In
some census yoars, 7O percent of oll Tarme reported hogs slaughtered. In 194k, it wa
estimated that hogs was sleughtered on about 65 percent of all farms. Thoe average
number of hogs slaughtered per farm in 1944 wae calculated ot 2.8 head compared with
3.2 in 1939. Farm slanghter date from the census cre swmmarized.in table 6. The :
data are not entirely comparable for each consus becauge of changes in the wording of
inquiries, in the farm and presentation of the¢ vorlous schedules and in the time of
yeer when the enumerating was done. During tho war and through 19465, thore was a
marked increase in total meat production from farm slaughter. Tho incroase,K was most
pronounced for beef and- veal because of an increasv in the number of farmers butcher-
ing. The average number of cattle and calves slaughtered per farm apperently contin-
ued to decrease. .

Under WFO 75, all nonfedorally inspected commercial slaughterers were requirod
todbtain licenses. The numbor of slaughtorers licengsed in 1944 ranged from 25,783
in May to 26,460.1in October. = Licenses were lgsued to persons who owned livestock at |
the time of slaughter.  Thus, thoso who had livestock slaughtered for them on a cus-
tom basls were issued liconses as well as those operating plants that slaughtored
their own livestock. Therefore, not all licenases issucd reproscnted a slaughtor
plant. The number of custom slauvghterers cor number of individuals who had ¢ivostock
slaughtered by others in 194k is not known. :

Quotas were suspended in late 19l although slaughtercrs were requircd to Te |
port their production. Quotas were rcimposed by OPA in carly 1945 {(under Control
Order 1) but again suspended in Séptember that year. OPA reestablished quotas on
nonsinpected commorcial slaughte: in April 1946 (under Control Order 2). »

Table 7 glves the number of slaughterers and the percentage distribution of

moat production by class of slaughter for 194k, The data indicate that 71 percent d
all meat produced in 1944 was prodiiced in about 480 federally inspected. plants, 20 |
percent by approximately 26,000 noninspected slaughtorers and 9 percent on 4 to 5 mils
lion farms. In 194k, around 360 nonfederally inspected plants esch producing more |
thaen 2 million pounds of meat a year, accounted for 32 percent of the total noninsped
ed commercial production and 6.3 percent of the total meat production. In that yeel
3,174 local slaughterers, whose annual output ranged from about 150,000 to 2 million'
pounds of meat, and more than 22,000 amall butchers produced 68 percent of the com-
mercial noninspected meat and l4 percent of total meat productlon.
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‘Table 7.~ Number of ‘slaughterers and mert productisn by class: of -
o slaughter, United States, 194k =~ = . -
A?LNﬁmbér‘: " Meat production as percent-
: of : age of total
| Class of slaughter tlicenses: e : Lamb :
i o - -t " July : Beef : Veal : & ' : Pork : Total
$ 19kl i Jimutton: :
: Pct.. Pet, : Pct. Pet. Pct.
fFe&éraliy inspected= _ : L
i (Average meat production pgxrplant - .ot - .
in 1944 was 37.3 million pounds) ... 1/481: T13.0  53.3 86.7 71.1  T1.2
Nonfederally .inspected commeﬁgial- .o
Large wholesale (Class 2A with produc-: Sy R
‘tion of more than 2 million' pounds of: e e )
m@at 37 yeal‘)- LI ) ;"Q, e oAn...'A".q‘a'i vead e e 360: 8‘.2’ T 10'05 3'_‘.6 LLI'?‘ 6‘3
ioéallélaughﬁérers (élasé.éB, with pro-:
‘dction more than 300,000 pounds, live-:
woight but less than 2 million pounds : : . e
pf meat Q' JFERY tuv .t v e . 3,17k 9.9 18,7 - ’
© S o : : T 375 - 3e7 - 343.6
Butchers (with production of less then'; . =~ R T N
300,000 pounds liveweight per year) ..: 22,439: 5.5 11.2
WiﬁhAQlaugﬁte£~i£'excess of 56 cat le‘f |
and 300 head of 1l livestock per IR _
L O AP cerneeresendeat 11,863 wee S e -
With élaughtér less than 50 headhof‘ P
cattle and 300 head of «11 livestock. : R ‘
per yea?’..... « s -:.A v e s e s e s ."n.-n: 10’576: :-"'""" ""--'- o -;'-- R -
: Totql nopinspected 2/ P25,973: 236 A0 L ¢ 21,1 0-95 b 19.9
Total commercisl .,...... t 26,b5h: 96.6  93.7 97.8 86.5 o1l
Farm .. PP 3k 630 2.2 135 8.9
i) Lo Total Lt © 1 10000 0 - 100.0 < 1007,0- - 160.0- - 100.0

1/ June 30, excludes 427 nonslaughtering plents.

Blaughtered.,
Here isgued permits.,

Includes some slaughter by or for consumers b
ource :

¥y non-licensed slsughterers.

2/ Number. of licensos issued under. WFO 75; each 8laughtercr docs not represent onc
Blaughter plant as livestock slaughter permits were issued to owners of livestock

Hence versons who had livestock slaughtered for them on a custom bagis

bl

Nonfederally inspected slaughter reported under War Food Order No. 75,
Production and Marketing Administration, April 1947, and records used in Pre-

ration of that report, Livestock, Meats, and Wool Market Statistics and Related

ete.,

1945, Production and Marketing Adminigtration, September 1946,

AY
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More compléte records of cattleiand:calf slaughterers are avallable than for sheep
and hog slaughterers. Available date indicate that noninspected slaughterers whose
ennual meat production was more than 2 million pounds produced 8 percont of all beef
produced, those with output ranging from around 150LOOO to 2 million pounds yearly
produced 10 percent, and the smaller commercial ‘slaughterers’ 6" pércent.

Teble 8.-Meat produétion'ﬁy class 6f‘slaughter as a ﬁércentage of total
meat production, 1937-4l average, 1942-h6

S,

.Average : T : X .
Ttem 1937- b1 1942 ; 1943 : 194k : 1945 ' 19k6
¢ Percent DPercent . Percent Percent Percent Percent
. : Beef .
Federally inspected cesessscces 6905 ' 71.8 6§°6 ) 73.0 50.5 ‘EO.E
Other wholesale and retail ...: 27.4 25.4 27.3 23.6 26.3 3547
Fam t-'noo;oQ.otriooaoooonoco: 3al .-2n8 . 301 30)"' e 303 3&9
TOtal eso00cI0e s eSS lO0.0 lOO¢O lOO.,O 100.0 : lO0.0 lO0.0
: Veal -
Fed.erally inspected- o.tocosocv: 5803 5709 5102 53'3 49"5 l"l’-.6
Other wholesale and retail ...: 33.5 34,7 41,2 4o.4 43.9 k7.7
Fam 000"0"“’,.'.0i.t'.'QO.I'OOOI..B: 802 7.’4‘ 706 6.3 6.6 7.7
Total ceceececesesss 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0
: Lamb and Mutton
Federally inepected eeccescses: 803 S 86.8 86,6 d6.0 7.6
Other wholesalo and retail ...: 16.9 13.3 11.0 11.1 1l.1 9.9
Farm ..a...oe----onouéoodooa.at 258 2.3 202 2.3 2.3 L 292_
. Total gsecccecneosst L100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0

Pork excluding lard

Fedorally inspected seeessseee:  OUoD 69.5 . 68.2 LT 59.7  59.k

Other wholesale and retail ...: 15.5 15.4 18.0 15,4 23.0 23.2

Farm essse0CseIsBcsescos Vs ED e o 20;0 15.1 _ 13 8 13.5 17.3 179)4'
Total ceveceecesees: 100.0 100.0  100,0  100.0 100,0 100.0

: Totel meat

Federally inspectod e.essesesss. O7.0 T0.6 . 68.8, TL.2  64.9, 60,1

Other wholesale and retail .,.: 21,k 20,4 22,0 19.9 25.3 29.3

FAYM 4ceepseasaceossscccassanat 1L.6 9.1 . 9,2 8.9 9.8 10.6
Total seevnsonccces 100.,0 100,0 ~ 100.0 100.0 - 100.0 100.0

0o oo es
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Iivestock prices per 100 pounds (except where noted), marketings and sleaughter
statistios, by species, April, 1947 with comparipsons

PRICES
Ttem Annual : 1946 : 1947
'Av. 1937-01: " 1945 s 1946 : Mar, :  Apr. ;. Mar, : Apr,
Dol, Dol, Dol, Dol Dol. Dol. Dol
Cattle end calves - : B L fon D eyt
Beef steers sold out of first oL o C gy e r o
hends, Chicago: N L
Cholice and Prime ......ceeeees 12,01 17.30 20,2k 17.35 17.2% 26.92 25.88
GO0 vavossessvononnsae 10.52 16.00 19.32 16337 16,46 24,05 23.45
MOAIUM 44esvoervonensncasossassnsononsast 8.94 14,12 17.36 15.17 15.4h 21.82 21.0k
COMMON +¢eeeocononsscrasasannssnassnsssss 7.59 11.73 . 13.75. 12.84 13.21 17.74 17.33
All @radeB .iesvecsrssnercnne 10.47 16,18 17 19,16 —16.26 16.56 23.30 22.93
Good grade cows, Chicago .. i T.38 14,01 15,0k 14.37 pRLIRN 17.21 17.52
Vealers: Gd. and Ch., Chicag0 «..eeeevvet 10.34% ©° 15.12 16.87 15.66 15.50 24,76 23.1k
Stocker and feeder eteers H
Kansas City veceveseccsccsoseances 8.36 13.07 15.87 15.22 15.86 2C.13 19.91
Av. price recelved by fermers: :
Beof CALELE .ivevveceorvoscsrossansacasst T.41 12.10 14%.50 13.10 13.60 18.50 18,30
Vool CAlVOB coivsearsscvesvescssccsracns 8.72 13.10 15.30 13.90 14,30 20.20 19.60
Hogs :
Av. market price, Chicago: :
Barrows And gilts ..seeecceveovees vesenel - 1475 18,42 14.85 14.85 27.36 23.80
SOWE cossenssossscsssasessssenvsecsssenselt - 13.99 18.31 14.10 14,10 24 45 19.63
A1l DUrCNBBEB sveesearsocosessnoscasasenat 7.97 14,66 18, k0 154,80 14,81 27.10 23.149
Av. price received by fermers: i
HOBE covcvessonaasancsons 7.59 14,00 17.50 14,20 14,20 26.40 2k,30
Corn, cents per bushel eereesvsrvoasnnal 62.9 109.7 RIS 11%.0 116.0 150.0 163.0
Hog-corn price ratio, U. S. 1/ .cicuveensat 12.8 12.8 12.5 12.5 12,2 17.6 1.9
Sheep and Lambs :
Tembs, gl. and ch,, ChiCAEO .essevevscance s 9.82 15.48 18.65 15.69 16.53 23.46 22,28
Peoding lambs, gl. and ch., (mAhA ........: 8,70 . 2fik.1T  2/16.46 15,38 15.30 21,22 19.56
Ewes, gd. and ch., ChiCBEO ..evveencocnaes’ 4,43 7.69 8.25 8.01 8.60 10.02 10.43
Av, price received by farmers: :
SHOOD «eservscacrascansosonsssrensasaanst 4,20 6.4%0 7.49 6.87 7.01 8.28 8.55
LAMDB s eoveacecroscncrcrcvssoccansrsonsnos 8.28 13.10 15,60 13.70 14,00 20.00 19.60
Meat :
Wholesale, Chicago:
Steer beef, carcase (good, 500-600 Lba, ) 16.09 19.88 27.81 20.10 20.18 37.11 35.80
Composite hog products seeeeessecsess 11,07 14,80 20.37 15.06 15.13 31.2hk 28.53
Lamb carcasses (good, 30-40 1bs ) B : 17.11 23.68 31.08 24 .06 24,18 k1,45 39.70
B.L.S. index retall meat prices _3_/ eeevssss 100.9 131.1 161.3 131.3 132.8 207.6 202.2
Index incame of industrial workers .......:
1935-39=L100 «eovasrsusessnonscvsesosseset L1204 285.7 264,2 2424 251.5 311.7 -
Livestock Marketing and Slaughter Stati gtics
: Unit @

Meat-animal marketings: H H
Index numbers (1935-39=100) ....t =-- : 109 149 141 132 12 139 ke
Stocker and Feeder shipments to : :

8 Corn Belt States : :
Cattle and CELVEE ...eosveseaecse’s THOUS,S - 2,555 2,935 91 109 161 131
Sheep and Lambs .eveessesssscess: THOUB,: - 3,454 3,212 90 67 133 136
Slaughter under Federal Inspection. H
Numbers: :
Cattle ...... :mous.. 9,999 14,538 11,413 904 715 1,228 1,203
CalVes ccvevoas teeeesessessseseat Thous.: 5,571 7,020 5,830 L8y 4is (30 678
Sheep and 1aIbE .eveeecsseessssss Thous.:17,609 21,220 19,897 1,978 1,736 1,237 1,322
HOBB evees ceverearenonns eessesse: Thous,:41,225 k0,960 Ly, 39k 3,636 3,858 3,406 3.616
Average live-weight: : H
CALELO vevuvvsrnnnnne . b, : 933 9k8 943 992 99k 948 946
CalVveB ..vvsercvonanvacas : 1b, 191 214 199 140 145 165 163
Sheep and 1ambs ..ceeecoseee veeest 1b, 86 94 94 100 95 101 100
HOEB tovvevesvecnounnssnnonsesest 1b, 3 23% 265 255 249 248 253 254
Meat Production: : :
BOOE 4iiiiieecncensroarnnons eesssMil,1b,: 5,002 7,240 5,666 488 394 622 618
VOl suveveevoosceesssncrvenasss Ml lbe: 597 823 641 38 37 59 62
Lamb end mutton .....eeeveessoss:Mil.1b,: T10 913 850 90 16 58 61
Pork (excluding lard) . ......:M;I.l 1b.: 5,530 6,387 6,642 534 573 485 521
S'borage stocks end of month. :
BOOL L.4iiiieiirrenntorocoivenas Mil 1b,: - - - 157 137 191 168
Pork ..ovvunnnne DR 3 £ B I 1 R - - - 397 379 398 391
Lambandmutton................Mil 1b. : - - - 16 12 14 1
Total meat and meat products ...:Mil.lb. - - - 669 620 "8 T12

Percent packing sows are of Fed- :
erally inspeoted hog slaughter ..Percent’ - 1 12 8 T T -

i? Number of bushels of corn equivelent in value of 100 pounds of 1ive hoge. 2/ Average of prices for Jan., Feb., Mar.,
Bpr, ., Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov. and Dec, / Meats, poultry and fish: Buresu of Labor Statistics, 1935-39=100.



Retail meat prices, United States, selected periods 1939-L47.

.

Year

Aprilf May June

July . Aug. |

Sept. . Oct.

1939
1940
1941

1946
1947

1939
1940
1941

1946
1947

1939
1940
19k1

1946
1947

1939
19k0
1941

1946
1947

Cents Cents Cents

Cents Cents

Cents Cents

ROV
N\ T w O\
(602N} OO

W

B.A.E. Composite reteil

19.3 18.8 18.5
16.0 16.2 15.8
19.1 19.9 21.1

26.0 26.1 26.3

B.A.E. Composite retail

28.9 28.1 28.8
27.0 27.6 27.9
30.4 29.7 29.6

33.5 33.7 33.8

.A.E, Composite retail

26.8 28.2 28.0
26.7 27.1 28.5
26.0 27.3 29.7

35.8 36.0 36.0

97.8  97.6 96.7
93.1  9k.9 96.0

103.5 10k.2  106.8

132.8 133.5 134.0
202.2

18.7 18.2
16.7 17.1
22.5 23.3
34,2 43.3

28.8 28,4
23.9  29.3
29.9 30.6
49.8 51.5

price of lamb cuts

27.7 26.2
27.6 27.5
29.1 28.7
Lk 3 k9.0

97.2 95.7
93.6 99.2
108.7 111.2
173.7 186.6

price of pork, including lard

20.3 19.1
17.5 17.1
2.2 23.8
30.0 h3.3

price of good grade beef cuts

29.8 28,4
31.1 30.5
31.9 31.7
40.2 50.0
28.1 2k.9
27.5 25.7
30.3 23.9
45.0 48,5

B.L.S. index retail meat prices (including poultry and fish)
(1935-39 = 100)

101.0 96.8
102.4 99.1
115.5 112.9
188.5 190.7

Dec. Average
Cents Cents
16.8 18.9
16.6 16.5
22.8 21.2
45.8 33.8
27.8 28.6
30.k 28.7
31.7 30.7
54,2 41.8
241 26.4
24,6 26.1
28,2 27.8
51.4 k2.1

Index numbers

91.7 96.6
97.4 95.8
111.1 107.

197.8 161.3
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