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The size of pig crops usually determine hog slaughter several months later. Hog 
slaughter during October 19~7-Apri~ 1'9~8 probably will be as large as or slightly 
larger than in that period a year earlier, because last spring's pig crop was slightly 
larger. However, spring pigs are being slaughtered early and October-December slaughter 
was unusually large, Indicating moderately reduced slaughter in January-April than a 
year earlier. Slaughter during May-September 19~8 probably will be 1 ittle different 
from a year earlier. However this will be followed by a moderate decrease in hog 
slaughter during the fall and. winter of 191l8-ij9, if the prospective decrease in the 
1948 spring pig crop materializes. 
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T H E L rv E S T 0 C K A ;N D M E A T S I T U A 'r I 0 N 

Approved by-the Outlook and Situation .Board January 5, 1948 

SUi'vlMARY 

Although marketings '.of cattle and hogs were large in November and December, 
wholesale prices of llvestock and =teat ·wero only slightly below the record J.cnols 
reached." ea:rller in the ·f&ll.,; 1Mea.t-...an.!mal p:-io<:;a rosr( iil Dooember J co:atra:.:.7· to th8 
usual trend dur5.ng that L1onth. Further lnci·eases in prices of meat and mea.t anima_1. 
a1e expected. Output of meat is expected to. decline seasonally through the summer 
while consumer demand will remain st::.-ong. 

In December, wholesale meat prices were a little beJ.ow the records of Sep­
temoer, but were moderately above December prices a year earlier. Prices received 
by farmers for hogs wei'o 10 percent l1olow the Octo'nar r(:lc_ord, but 9 percent hj gher 
than in December 1946. Prices recei7ed for cattle :>et a new high for Dec-eJHber·. 
Prices rece.i~d for .la~nbs "in T~eem'IJer·:tra:d·,,tecllnedd·. pe.f'Cen::~f':r'Clm 'the S,.:;·ptember _ ,. 
-reco:li''i bu~··1-rere 1~ perc:ent .h~gher '.t)vm in Deccmi:>er 1946, 

Meat production is expected to be smaller in 1948 than in 1947. Slaughter 
of all species will be redueed. 

Slaughter of cattle and calves is not lih~ly to continue as heavy in 1948 as 
in 1947 because heavy slaughter in 1947 mater1ally 'r0d:~wed inventortes. With fewer 
breading animals on farms a s>:Ialler cali crop is expected. Fewer fed cattle are 
likely to be marketed in the firt3t three quarters of 191+8 than the reccrd of the 
same period of 1947. The redu,:tion is likely to be most pronounced next suinmer. 
Because of high pricos for feed and for feeder cattle, farmers probably will con.,. 
tinue short feeding an unusually large proportiGn of the cattle fatte:1ed, 

Lamb slA-ughter in 1948 is expected to be smaller than 1n 1947, when it was 
the smallest in 18 years. la..'1l.b feeding is being sharply reduced this winter and 
the 1948 lamb crop is expected to be smaller than in 1947 because of the continued 
decline in breeding sheep. 

Hog slaughter in the first quarter of 1948 probably w·ill be below January­
March 1947 because a larger than usuG.l 1_:;roportJon of the a;;ring crOl) was rue.rketed 
before January 1 this year" Around. 6 l"ercent fewer hogs ovi!'r 6 rr..onths of age were 
?n farms December 1, 1947 than a year earller and. December slaup:hter F[tS unw:mally 
J..arge. Howev-er, olaughter in April-Septe.illber 1948 probably will be a'hout the same 
as in the second lilld third quarters cf 1947" Although the 1947 .fall pig crop was 
about 3 percent larger than a y0ar earlier, fewer sows wil1 be cclfa:i.lal!J.e for m.J.rlcet. 
In addi t i.on, if prospects for the 19!~8 cc:r.n crop are favorable, .more fall pigs 
would be held back for fattening on r.'.cw c.:t"o:p corn. 

Most of the r-ed'..lctio:a in hog slaughter in 1948 will occur in the final 
~uarter. According to the Dece;v.bur :cepo:;.~t of farmers 1 breeding tntont ions, 7. 7 
rillion sows are expected to farro1., from December through May, 11 percent less than 
i~ the sprir..g of 1947. If th:::l intent.ions are carried out ancl the average of 6.18 
"Plgs per 1i tter is saved, the 1948 spring pig crop would total 48 milJion head,--
1i ~ercent below a year earlier. Reduc-:.ions in aows farrowil1g in the e::;;:;.~ing -of 
· 9 8 are lik~ly to oe greatest in the w·estern Corn Belt. 

(For release January 13 , (l.,m,,) 



December 1947 

Nine Percent Decreas·e Indica ted for 
1948 Spring Pig Crop 

--··4 -
ourt.DbK 

. According to breedin~ intentions reported by farmers in the Decanber pig 
survey, tile number of sows to farrow i.n ·the 1948 'spring season, (December 1947....:. 
May 1948) may total 7 "7 million head, li percent less than in the spring of 1947, 
The decrease is being ca:q'::;'e.<;i ,l)l~inly bY'' reduc·ed feed .grain supplies, particularly 
cor.i.1, and the high prices· fbt''"'feeds: tluring. the. f.all and winte~ breeding season. 
If 7 o 7 million sows· farrow ·during the spring season, And if the number of pigs 
saved per litter equals tti~: 1936-45 average, the 1948 :spring pig crop would total 
about 48. million head~ 'Iht·~t woultt:,;be 5 mJ+l~on head or '!Ypercent ~all er than the 
1947 spnng crop and 2 milllon head less thah the suggested production goals. 
According to the intentions; most of the decrease in tbe spring crop will ocg.ur in 
the Corn Belt. The West North Central States repo'rted a 16 percent reduction, and 
the East North Central region a 10 percent decline,. 

'!'able l.- Sows farrowing during the spring season, by regions, Un1.ted Sta.tes, 
average 1937-41, and 1944-/.~8 

.. "'- .. .. . t-1948 as a .1 "'.J 

Regions ~Averaf!,e 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 :percen~g 

~ 1937-·41 . . ~I . of 194'7 . . 
Thous., Tho us. Thous .. Thous. Tho us. Tho us_; Percent ---

North Central Region:: 
East 2)016 2,416 2,129 ,2,169 2~313 2,079 90 
West . 3~1:.17 '-"2.301 42111 ;2~876 . ~266 3~601 84 

'Ibtal :___h_43J 6.71'7 6, 240 6, 045 6,579 5, 680. 86 

Other Regions: 
North Atlantic 140 198 J;54 144 157 143 91 
South Atlantic 580 772 620 639 667 659 99 
South Central . 1,069 l, 227 1:,024 1,027 1,003 988 99 . 
Western 3'12 332 260 254 243 262 108 

'Ibtal. 22101 22529 22058 2l064 2,07_0 2,05?- 99 
United States 7) 534 9, 246 8, 298 8,109 8J 61,.9 . 7J 732 . 89 

1/'Number indicated to farrow from breeding intention reports. in December,, 
-. 

1947 Pig Crop Moderately Larp.;er '!'han 
in 1946i 3 Percen~ Larger Fall Crop 

The combined spring and. fall pig c:rops of 194 7 totaled 84. million h~ad, l 
million more than in 1946" However, the crop was considerably smaller than those 
of 1942 and 1943, and except for 1946, was the smallest since 1940. The 52..8 mil­
lion pigs saved duri~g the 1947 sprL1g season was l percent larger than t~1e 52o4 
million saved in the spring of 1946., 'The fall pig crop of 31.4 million was 3 per-

. cent larger than th·e 1946 fall crop and was next tr; th6!' .largest sine e l943o The 
number of sows farrowing in the fall of.l947 was muchless than intenti.on_s reporte~ 
last June. The avera.ge of 6.1 pigs saved per litter for the l9L~7 spring pig crop ~ 
was small comoared with recent years, but the avera~e o£ 6.39 for the fall crop was 
only slightly below the record of 6.48 during the fall of .1946. 
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Table 2. - Fall pig crop, by roaions, United 'Stntos, averaac 

and 1944-47 -- -:-.Avorase: -- ------
necion : 1937-41 1944 : 1945 : 1946 1947 

....-..- : ThouG., 'Ihouo. · 'Ihous. ThouO. Thouo. 
•· • 

~.....,._ -::--:-.-· 

1937··41 

: 1947 as Q per­
:ccntaae of 1946 __ 

?erccnt 
North. Central States: 

2ent 10,164 ll,224 10,194 10,2)8 101 
~!cot ' 9,.782 11,761 9,574, 9,760 102 

19,940, . 22,985 19.,768 2o-=-:,o::r.l~ar--- __ 1_o_1 __ _ Total ~ 

other regions: 
North Atlantic 
south Al:.lantic · 
South Ccm trel 
~.'oo:;.erri 

844 
3,052 
5,769 
1,608 

909 919 
3, 276 3,4Ql., 
5~50d 6;bO'l 
1,274 1,281 

i""i'. j· 1''""" 

) ; BpS, 822 10?. 
102 
105 
118 

Total 
Uni teO.. Stc.te c 

11,273 
' : 30,429 

10,959 11,608. 
--30,905 34,593 

3,5;11 3,675 
5,382 5,6G8 
. 993 1,169 

10 ,""(86 11, ::n4 
301 348'""-3"~"1.-, :;:-:35~2:::-----

105 
103 

-----·----_ _..... __ --- --- --- --- --- ----
The hoc-corn price rc. tio 'mo unw.1ually fr-:vornblo for hoa :producers in the 

vinter.and r:pring of 1946-47 and favored a.n increc.oc in both the sp:c1na o.nd fell 
crOIJS cf 1,--_).7 •. ·In the laf)t G nonths, houcvor, feed pricoo have c.dvanccd moro rc.pidly 
ttr:m h:>u r:r<r~oo. · 'lno :r.c..tio hao been bclovr t~voro.co aince Juno. On December 15, 'the 
:'at.i·J ·.·;_r_ .', :!;r1r.n bJ.r-:d0) 1-rac 10o5 convnred uith 18oG a :Jcc,r co.rlior o.nd the 1926-45 
<:.vut'·'l.(~'> uf ) ~: <' ;.'or t.ho nonth. 

Ic, nn;, ', S·!':.nto s, LJ.O:('o fc;.ll 11iGG uorc saved in 1947 tho.n in 1946. In tho Feat 
Horth :::r:;Jrt-,-.. nJ ~-ot'·~:;_on. ,,h:.ch u::lAnlly nccounto for c:round 'one-third of the Un:!.tE.d Stctcr 
+n·l-.1.l.~ ~.hr. ::.:r :;:·. ' .. :}:·op '\l~tc._.2 p2r'n'.mt larcer thon c, yoo.r cc.rlier. In the East North 
~·cr·.t~t..1:.,·u.l:~~:;.:.,.1.;:J•~o1I;y ac:::c.:tmc;~ for o.nothQr third, thc.1ncroo.sc uo.s·1 percent. Inthc 
v·:J~c·'.' rcc;iu!.l.s ,~he 1ncrousos f:L·or;l a year oc.rlier lrcro as follovs: 1Tcotern, 18 :percent. 
!•1brth Atlaatic, . 2 J?eroynt; South Ccntrr.l, 5 percent; end South Atlantic,· 2 percent. · 

.. I 

Table 3e - Smrn fc.rrovinc, by ;:10ntho, spring· o.nd fall seo.son, · 
: United States, 1937-41 'EJ,vcro.GC end 1942 .. 48 

-___,., ___ ~- -- --- ---- --- --- ---- ---- ----·· : . SprinG season 
: Dec--:-r}.: Jan.---:-.--=F=-ob:-- J-1a-r-.---Aprjl r.ruy ~ Juno 

-- --- 1£ous:- ~l'hoiibo •n1ouEJ. Thous. Tilou-b-.• --r~111ouo.- '.Pho~ 

Season 

1937-l~l Av~ : 290 469 791- 1,999 2,605 l~ 7,53;~-
191!-2 · ·· ': 3:70 494 922 2, 5u4 3, 389 1, 925 9, 6.84 
1943 .: ·1+73 574 1,169 3,05) 4,313 2,590 12,17~· 
1944 : 413 466 891 2,467 3,27) 1,734 9,2h6 
1945 ' : 310 378 700 2,022 3,003 1,885 8,298 
J946 296 358 703 2,136 2,962 1,654 S,169 
1947 301 392 912 2,lt77 3;062 1,505 8J'+9 
1948 3./ 7 ,'(32 

~~""""........... - -- ~:;-::--- ----: Fall sea son 
--:rune- ~ulJ : !.uc;;· : Sc-p-;-t-~ ---::0:-ct. 

. ~-·n1ous. ---ra;Q1_ts:""- -~')U:s;- Tilour:. Theus. 
1937-41 Av ." : 5:lc;·- )16- U79- 1, 1,.03 939 

1942 : 769 699 1,190 2,154 1,398 
1943 :l,JoG <J32 1,1:53 21 304 l,:Jn 

. 1944 769 5G2 905 i, 486 802 
19~5 778 5)3 1,022 1,662 973 
1946 669 521!. 872 1,4)1 820 
1947 ' : 644 559 1' 0.10 1, 512 840 

" 

Nov.--·. Doc-.--· 
Thoua.- -,fii0\J."i 

445 . 4-jm,-
630 •)) Bit() 

521 7 ,5( 
358 1~; 88"' 
393 5,42o 
377 h,71.-~ 
343 4, 908 

r-r--- ---· -=-- -----,::-.--- ---- ---..;.', Docet):JJ~r qf. p~ocodiua yco.r. ---- ---- ---- ---- ~---

-::
1 0JJring :ra.·rr~lrinao indicntcd fron breedinG intentions report. 
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Hog Sla.nghter in 1948 to be Smaller 
--·T·kn.--rn-:94 7 --- - - ·-·-

A larger p'ercentage of spring pi~s than usual were marketed before January 
1 9 19<18. Spring pi.gs make up most of the hogs over 6 months of age on farms e;p· 
this time of year. Alt;hough the 1947 spring pig crop was slightly largei- than the 
sr·:· ·:.:1g pig crop of 1946, farmers report'ed 6 percent fewer hogs over 6 months old 
on_rZJr::\3 D0cember l than a year earlie;r. Slaughter in December was unusually 
la.~(;;:l, M; a result, tt>~~l h_?g slaugpt~;~~H~~a:g.u.li\.ry7IIfu.rch 1948 will be less than 
in ~La":. period a year earlier': · 1 . 

' ~ '1 
~ . . . 

''I" 

Although the 19'4:7 fall pig cr?l2 VfttS .6arger ;than the 1.946 fall crop 1 hog 
slaughter in April-September 1948 probably will be about the same as i!\._ that 
periou. of 1947" The number of sows far,rowing .in the spring ··Of 1948 is indicated 
to be~ less than in the spring of 1947. Also, there may be some tendency for pro" 
duc·;rs to delay marketings of fall pigs to feed out on new corn if prospects for 
the cro::; a.r~. favorable next summer. 

Because of prospects for a smaller 1948 spring pig crop,.hog slaughte~ in 
the last q,Ftrter vrill be smaller than ini the same months of 1947 •. In addition, mar. 
ket weights of hogs will average lighter· in 1948 than in 1947. In December, the 
average weight of ba!'rows and gilts so~ci at 7 leading markets was 3 to 4 pounds 
less than a year earlier, Sli;l.ughter~vvcights of hogs have b.oen lighter than a year 
earlier since August. 

Table 4.- Spring and fa:U pig crops and federally inspected slaughter during the 
marko~ mg ::; eas on for ead1 crop~ United Sta·bes, 1924-48 

(Data for cov.er-·page chart) 
-----·-;-·.- Spring-:IJ·:g-cY:Oi?'-- ~ .. "i---·--F'a.li.-?rg;-·c:roP. ----= ··-· 'Tota:I"Pigc"iip-

~--·-·--·-·~-1"'"eicfe""rany ~-i-.... ~-:--- -;-·pea:e'falry-:---~ ·= F'ederally 
: inspectod inspected 8 ~iinspected 

Year ~: ?j.Sf:i ~:.a.·v9d • slaughter Pigs saved slaughter Pigs saved slaughter 1 

: following following : following 
_______ j __ ·-· -----~-Q::!,i..::_:AP.£!-,._:_ _z. May-SeE~·-"-: ___ :._. : Oct.-Sept. 

~ 1,000 hoad 1 7 000 head 1 7 000 head 1:~000 head 1,000 head :·i-,000 hea_9. 
1924. ·-··sls-,-2r:r- -~-31 ~5o:c- -23;.-847- -i'i;'ies- -74~o65 .· 46;28'9 
1925 47,859 26~012 22~451 151138 70,31Q :- 41;150 
1926 50~~79 26;056 24,865 17,034 75,444 .43,090 
1927 54~b02 31~371 26,744 15,999 81,246 47,370 
1928 52,390 31,572 26,292 17 1 385 78 1 682 48~957 
1929 50,479 2~~316 25,646 163196 76;125 45y542 
1930 491332. 2f G78 24 1 803 14m881 74 1 135 43~559 
1731 53,984, 30,372 29~192 16~284 83,176 46,656 
1932 51~031 27,763 31..,494 193341. 82..,525 47l.l04 
1933 53_.460 27~363 30$'740 163647 84,200 43,910 
1934 : 39,68<3 21,..847 1'!.~068 8_.833 56~766 30,68.0 
1935 32!884 18,,2'·55 23; . .'260 12~667 56pl44 3i,022 
1936 4l,4?2 242669 24<103 9,475 65,725 34~144; 
1937 38~525 221070 23;994 12J510 62~519 34,580 
1938 43;289 21,663 28~566 15~0~6 711855 39,719 
1939 53,238 30; 111!2 3:5~714 17.,:::08 86,q95Z 47,650 
1940 49J514 31,~19 3Q 1 2~2 16s081 79 1 866 48 1 000 
1941 49,~b8 32,o38 3b,5~4 19~825 84,952 52,363 
1942 61,093 34;909 4~~110 25s073 104~903 59,981 
1943 74.2~3 48,143 n7s584 25,199 121 1 807 73,342 
1944 55,7b1 30,250 30,905 13,637 86.659 439887 
1945 52,189 29,320 34~593 ~3,609 86~7~2 42~929 
1946 52~392 30)443 '30,54:8 1G,618 82$940 47,063 
19·17 52,786 31,302 841138 .. 
1948 1/; 48,000 

)] A~-_:\-·rag~nlli~~ber .. of-J.'iis-per-IItte.t:-(1936-45)-use·d:-to-:-c'Ompute iridicat.!3_d ·n,umber 
of sprLng pigsQ -



Hog Prices ~Continue: Hish ~ Least 
Through Ear iy ~§48 . 

. - 7 -

'·. 

. Hog prices probably will·fincrea.ae seasonally duri11g the late winter and 
spring. Hog pnioes ·will·continue high through'-the summer and early fall when mar­
keting~;~ are seasonally small and the reduced beef supplies in prospect should give 
etrons,.support ·to. hog prices .... 

. -·Hog prlbes in. December :were considerably~ high.~;- _then a year earlier although 
they declined seaaonall.,y in NoveiJlber. Prices reachEHi1':peak last. !larch and. de­
clined considerably in the following 3 months. Prices" b~g~n increasing in early 
summer and rose to record levels in Octqber~ l'-- 'r: _f ·· ', J·: 

smaller Number of Cattle Bains Grain Fed; 
Beef Supplies'1!! 19lii8 t£_ !?,! Sma'iler ~ 1947 

Fewer sl-ain fad cattle probably will PEl marketed in the ne:tt 9 months than 
the record number of a year earlier .. Indica.tiona are that cattle feeders .are buy­
ing a relatively large proportion of heavy~·weight cattle for feeding ~nd are re­
ducing the proportion of calves and yearlings. As a result, most of the reduction 
in marketings is likely to occur from late spring through early fall. Reduced 

· feeding results chiefly- from the short corn crop of 194·7 and the poor wheat pastures 
' ' . 

. ' . . 

Prices of feeder.cattle in December.were the highest on record. However, the 
spread, between prices of feeder cattle and well finished cattle was very wide which 

. provid.ed incentive for feeding. 

The movement of feeder and stocker cattle into 8 States of the North Central 
region during July-November was 18 percent s:ma.1ler than a year earlier. 

Table 5.- Stocker end feeder cattle an,d calves received in 8 Corn Belt States, 
· July-November 1942-47 y 

State 
J. ':-
( '., 
1 ·,' 

'· ~ I . . 

}ohto 
· Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 

. Wisconetn 
·Minnesota 

Iowa 
Nebraska 

. ' 19"*.2 . 
Number 

'\• 

74,817 
127:.059 
328,010 
19.884 
11,999 

109,874 
: 749,381 
:_g4zz1~2 . . 

1943 . . 
""Nuizi~' 

77,000 
. 108,897 

319,367 
30,866 
17,166 
84,404 

693,136 
220z7~2. 

---
191~4 1945 ;1.946 

Number Number Number 

41,016 63,889 81)~24 
73,624 12'-~ ,098 122,382 

340,190 375,219 481,141 
15,351 20,983 26,865 
14,084 18,556 17,637 
74,743 116,255 111,,576 

796,262 732,725 914,501 
248,23~ 26Jz~2Q__ ]22,477 

: : 1947 as a 
1947 percentage . -~-1946 . . 

Number Percent 

57,425 
118,699 
410,363 
18,717 
17,482 

109,801 
68!+,300 
g7~1,961 __ 

71 
97 
85 
70 
99 
98 
75 
90 

Total · :Jt)68,763.l,551,575l,609,508J,719,215 2,o6o,803l,690,748 82 

I' Data co~piled by the Bureau of Agr1culturaf"Ec0nomicefromrecords obtained from 
the offices of State Veterinarians. 
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Reports from the Western States indtcate tha.t more cattle wi"ll be fed in 
that area this winter than in l9h6-lq. The increase is likely :Co occur in Colo:radCJ 
California and Arizona, with most other States. ':3ho'Wi.ng dsoreases • ... In the irri­
gated sectionF.J of the ivest, ·output of sugar bee,t fe19d$ is considcra-l>ly larser 
than a y~ar earlier.; . In most areas, suppl1 es of hay and oth(.):r rou~age are large. 

Total slauchtcr of cattle and calves du:rlng 1948 is expected to be less 
than the record of 1947 ,·:\The :purnoer of cattle on farms, and ranches was sharply 
reduced jn 1947, indioattmg a ~mailbr 194B, .. ca,d•.f c.rop~; To matntain cattle and calf 
slaughter at the 19lV( 11(V~l., cattle prod.ucors, w:ould. have to reduce ·their herds ·· · 
even more than in 194'7-> t .J?roductiQn of .. beef and ·re~J. per :peroon in 1948 w:nl b~ 
large, but is likely to be ~consHl.ei?talHy smaller than the peaks reached in 1945 
and 1947. Beef and veal production per person in 1947 totaled around~84 pounds,· 
and, except foT 1945, was the largeot since 1910. · 

Prices of fed cattle are l:Jkely to continue near current h:i.gh l·evol.s througtl 
the first half of 191t8. During the summer and ear;t.y fall marketings of fed cattle 
will be relatively small !'llld prices of these cattle are likely ·to· rise more than 
seasonally. · 

Prices of .P~irue and choice grade 'cattle co:l.Mnued to 1nc:reas~ :!.n NovembrJr 
and rea~hed new highs 1.n D3cember. The e.verage price for prime and choice steers 
sold at Cll:J.cago during December was around $35.10 per 100 pound.B 9ompared with 
$33.96 a month earlier and $31.09 in December 1946. 

Prices of stoclcer and feeder steers advanced seasonally in November. and 
December averaging $24.09 at Kansas City during the week ended D~ccmber '?..7. Tnls 
trend is expected to contillUo thr·ough the 'lvinter. Wi t:h f.eiver cattle on .farms, 
fewer stocker and fea.dor cattle will be marketed than a year ago. 

. Fewer Lambs Be:! ne: Grain Fed: Reduced 
, Lamb Slaushter in ~ 

Fewer lambs are be:!.ng grt:i:in fed in the 1947-48 feeding season thanrin· an;r 
season in around 2Q years. Most of t~e decline from a year oarlier.is in the 
winter wheat pasture areas. However, a .Ed zeable reduction also is occuring in· the 
Corn Belt, In the Western States .a:s a whole, the number of lambs fed probably 
'Will be lHtle dHferent from a year ago when feeding wa8 the r;malleat since 1927. 
Increased feeding is occurinG in-California and Colorado. But most other areas 

'are decreasing the number fed. The decrease from a year earlier is very pronounced 

' 

in the Scottsbluff area of :wyoming '- Nebraska. · 

Fewer lambs probably will be slaughtered in 19!.~8 than in 1947. :Because of 
the reduced nurr.ber of breeding sheep, the 19h8 lamb crop is expected to decline 
for the seventh succesa1V8 year and may be one Of the smallest in. e.bout :20 years. 

Lamb prices were· 5 to 8 percent higher in late 
d.espi te reduced slaughter. Prh:es may rise more than 
because of tho small num?er of lambs to. pe .marketed. 

December than .. a year earlier, 
seasonally in early 1948 
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Table 6.:- Sheep and lamb~::r~ceived in-~ Corn Belt' Sta:tes, Jul;r-November "1942-471/ 

... . , 

.. . : : .. ~ ... ~ : ·, . ' ' : . 
1945"" 

: '·1947 as a 
·1946 · 1947 :percentaf?e 

. ·· : of 1946 
: Number . :Number Number Number Number · Number PercErl.t 
·~ . ' . '· l'. 

Ohio ·=-·:' 197' 006 '145,023 60,170 91,234 . \ 92, '7&2 53,876 58 
Indiana 181,387 . 1~0, 117 ., 192}784' 180, 529 ,, ~il11)451 138,125'· .. 65 
Illinois 246,717 . 297,087 290,049 318,800- .J2,,484 361,961 111 
Michigan 77,287 45,959:· 37,173· 22,8"73 . .18, ?OJ 16,770 90 
Wisconsin 92~4~8.:"'-~'"739. 101, 96_9 I fiJ!49i216 121,829 62,811 52 
Minnesota : 386,204 414,430 302,029 342}470 239,96~ 202,309 84 
Iowa . 731,334 850,4~5- .801,789 768,751 945,784 576,158 61 . 
Nebraska :1~004~3061.!085.!468 913.!689 898~,325 589~973 6642.767 113_ 

Total :2,916,709 3,055,248 2,599,646 2,772,198 2, 545,950 2,076,777 82 
:. 

j} Data. compiled by the Bureau of Agricultural Economic·s-from records obtained 
from the Offices of State Veterinarians. 

Table 7.- Prices of l~v.estock;, and livestock products anq p;rice :r.ntios, 
average. 1937-41 and 191-~-3-47 ' 

_; -~~-i-t·- -~~2i7~~:.::,~:..=..: _1:..._9_4_3----'~1-9_4_4___:;_19_4_5_.=_.~ _1_9_4_6 ..,...;::__1_94_7_ 
Price received by farmers: : 

Item 

Index of all meat.anirnalsJl: 209 
Index livesto'ck and . 

livestock products y : 120 200 
Hogs, per 100 pounds ; . :Dollars: 7.59 13.70. 
Beef cattle per 100 pounds· -:Ibllars. 7.41· lL90" 
Vea.l calves. per 100 pounds. :Dollars;. 8.71 13.30 
Sheep, per. 100 pounds :Dollars: 4.20 6~57 
Lambs, per.lOO pounds :Tbl],ars: 8.28 13.00 
Milk cows, per head : Iblla.;rs: 60.96 114.00. 
Horses, per head :Dollars: 81.26.· 84.90 
Mules, per head, :'l:bllars,. 100.00 115.00 
Wool, per pound. ~Gents :- 27.4 ·:41.7 

Stocker ~r{d feeder steers: : . 
Ch.Lcago., .per 100 poun.ds· : 'T'Iollars: 
Yansas City, per 100 po~nos:Dollars: 
St .. ?aul, oer 100 pounds ! TOllars: 
Omaha, per 100 pounds : Tbllars s 
Four markets, perlOO pounc'ls:Tbllars: 

Price ratios: . . . 

8. 54 12.85 
8.36; : 1-2.35 
7. 72 11.48 

200 2/340 

194 203 240 2/293 
lJ~1o 14. oo r7. 50'-;-1./24. 50 
10.80 12.10 14.50 ~18.90 
12.40' 13.10 15.30 2/20.50 

' 6.01 6.38 ·7.49 ]V 8.40 
12.50 13.10 15.60 2/20.40 

107. 00 111.00 131. 00 3f-t. 51. 00 
. 77.10 63.90 57.00 2/56.80 
liJ.OO 103.00 105~002/1.0'7.00 

42.4- 41.9 42.3 -2/40.1 

U.87 
11.78 
10.53 

13.20 '15.99 3/20.20 
lJ-,07 15 •. 87 J/20.80 
12.04 14.81 J/18.43 
13.04. 16.18 J/20.48 
12.89 15.80 }/20.36 

Hog- corn, lTnited States :. •· 12.8 13.6 11.6 12.8 12.5 13.7 
Hog - corn, North Central 1.3.8 14.6 12.7 13.8 13.4 14.1 
Hog- corn, Chicago 12.3 13.8 12.0 12.7 12.2 l/12.5 
Beef-cattle- corn, u.s. : 12.6 11.8 9.7 11.1 10.5 10.6 
Beef steer- corn, Chicago 16.4 14.7 1.3.5 13.9 12.8 3/13.1 
Butterfat- beef cattle 4.02 !±/ 4o3l L~/5.35 4/5.24 4/5.14- 3.85 
Butterfat -hog : : 3.99 !±I 3.73 ~/4.44 ~/4.52 !±/4, .. 36 2.98 

~ 1909 - ,July 1914 = 100. ?J simple averar.;e of 12 monthly pr:Lces. 
3// 1Dec 1enbder prices est:i,mated from weekly data; simple avEage of 12 monthly pricP~. 
?;/ .nc u es allowance 1"or dairy feed payments beginning Oct,l94Ja-Jd ending Junel94b. 
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SElECTED FEATURES, THE LIVESTOCK AND MEAT SITUATION, 1947, WITH ISSUE DATES y 

Animal un t ts: June Price·s: 
Cattle and Calves: Retail; Mfy, Aug.-Sept. 

Marketings, beef steers, by grades; Seasonal variations; Feb. ~ 
Mar.-April Wholesale; Chicago, Feb. 

Number on farms, Jan. 1; Feb., June Producti'on; Jan., May .• Nov. 
Number on feed; Jan., Mar, -April, Oct. And feed concentrate supplies; Jul; 
Outlook 1948; Oct, · By class of slaughter; May 
Prices: Per person, Jan, 

Chicago; Feb. Subsidies; Feb. 
Effects of reduced cattle feeding on Meat animals: 

beef and. grain supplies; Nov. · Farm production; May 
Rec'd.by farmers; July, Oct. . Farm value; Feb. 
Seasonal variations; Feb. Prieet~~; · · - · 
Stocker and Feeder Steers; Oct, · ~ec'd. by farmers; July 
World Wars I and II; Aug.-Sept, ·Price ratios; October 

Returns from feeding; Oct. Seasonal variations; Feb, 
Stocker and feeder shipments; Mar-Apr., Goals for production; Feb, 

Dec. Pork and lard output and feed consumed 
Subsidy payments, Feb., by hogs at varying market weights; 

Hogs: Nov. 
Number on farms, Jan, 1; Feb., June Sheep and Lambs: 
Outlook 1948; Oct. Feeder shipments; Dec. 
Pig crops; June, Dec. Feeding returns; Mar. -Apr,. 
Prices; Feeding; Oct~ Nov. Dec. 

ChtcaBo; Feb. Lamb crop; Oct. 
Price spreads, sows and butcher Number on farms; Feb., Mar,-Apr., 

hogs.: July June : 
Rece 1d, by farmers; July, Oct, Number on feed; Jan,, Oct, 
Seasonal variations; Feb, Outlook 1948; Oct. 
Support prices; May, October Prices: 
World Wars I and II;· Aug.-Se•pt, Chicago; Feb.· 

Sows farrowing by months; June, ~ec. Rec'd by farmers; July, Oct, 
ifug-corn price ratio: Seasonal variations; Feb. 

Effect on sows farrowing; Mar. -Apr., World Wars I and II; Aug-Sept, 
Oct. Subsidies; Feb. 

Horses and·Mules: Slaughter: 
Number on farms·, Jan.l; Feb., June, Oct. · Average dressed weight; Nov. 
Outlook;· Oct, Average liveweight; Nov. 

Income,o.nd mnrk'etinr:;; 1 meat a.nim91;Jul"· By class of slaughter, May 
~eat: Liveweight total; May 

Consumption, May, Aug·., Sept e, Oct. Number of slaughterers; May 
.Expenditures and consumer incomes; Total·slaughter; M~y,·Nov, 

Aug .-Sept . 
. Exports-; Feb • . 

Index of special articles, 1939-45, December 1945 issue, p~ge 23. Index of 
.selected features, 1946, December 1946, ~ge 25. 
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L1YJ~st~lt price .. ~r :i0o ~~~ ( ercent wher. noted). -.r~t1Il81' aJI4 ~ter. 
Btat11ticl, by l!lpeoiel. November 1947 with oOI!lparisons 

PRICES 

1946 l947 Item 
tNovember IAT, 1if£:41J 1§46 I 1947 Q~9ber IN9l:fber t December 

=.L.. = Dol. 

Cattle and oalTee 
Be(·f steers sold out of f:lrllt 

hsndr<, Chicago: 
Choice and pr• ...................... : 12,01 21.45 29,34>- ·31"•'11 32.40 33,43 33,96 36.02 
Goott ......................... ~ ... .., ... , •.•.• : 10.52 19~09 26.29 24.97 25.63 29,55 29,12 29,62 
Mediltm ································' 8.94 16.53 22.30 19.55 19,63 23,51 23.19 23,67 

. common , , ......... , .. , ... , ... , ...... ~•·· .t·:..· _l"=1-:!70,.~ •• ""5i;.-.--.....,;1::.;:3•35 __ -ii'l"i:7-",i;7-53~-;1~3.=•;;4'iiB:-----;;;l:;;5.=•.:;;3~0--;1c;;7c''ilill7:---~1~8~·~1~2:--~l;-,9;=•:;;6:i1i--
Al1 grad81 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ~- ----~1~8~~~9:---~2~6~·~9~8~--~2~3~·~5~1~-~2~3~·~64~---~2~9~,8~2~--~2~9~·=52=---~2~9~.~~8~--

Good grade oowa, Ohioaso .; .............. : · 7.3 14.90 18,27 16,95 16,00 18,86 19,66 
Vea1ers: Od, and Ch., Ohioaso ........... i 10.34 16.58 .• 2.JI;..G9 Jl.Bo.'nl ,'1( 20,28 26,20 26.01 
Stocker aJI4 feeder 1teers 1 

Kanllae City ............ ~ ........ -............1 8,36 16,51 20,56 16.42 
AT, price ;rece1Ted by t~:ios-1 1 

Beef cattle •••••••••••••~···~•••••••··' 7.~1 
Veal oalTea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••' 8.72 

!!26! 
AT. market price, Ohioago 1 

14.20 
14.97 

18,87 
20,36 

16,00 
16,20 

16.30 

16,20 
16o'70 

20,96 

19.30 
21,30 

21.32 

18,80 
21.40 

19,80 
22,30 

Barrowa and gilt• ••••••••••••••••••••·' 17.52 26,32 23,19 24,19 26,09 25,10 26,62 
sows ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••····'----~~~----~1~6~·~5~9 ____ i271~·~7~8~---;2io~.i8il~---i2~3~·~2~3~---;2~6~·~7~6~--~2~3~·~8~9~--~2"4~·~0~9~-
A11 purchase• ·························':----~I~·~97~------1~7~,3~3~---2~4~.3~9 ____ -=2=2~·=8:2 ____ -=2~4~-~o~7 ____ _:2~1~,~8~1~---=2~4~,~9~a~--~z~6~·~!~1~ 

Av. price reoeiTed by fan~~trsl 
Hogs •••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••' 7,,9 16,78 24,60 22,20 23.00 27.60 
Corn, cents per bUihel ••••·•••••••••••I 62,9 143,2 182.1 171,0 127,0 223.0 

Hog•oorn prioe ratio, U, s. 1i •••••••••·' 12,8 12,0 14,0 13,5 18,0 12.4 
Sheep and Lamhl 1 
Ie:mbs, gd, ·aDd oh,, Ohioaso ............. s 
Feeding la!ab1, gd. and oh, , Omaha , ...... 1 
Ewe, gd. aJI4 ch,, Chicago .............. r 
Av, price reoe1Ted by farmsrss 1 

Sheep , , , , , , , , , , , ••••• , • , , It., ••••• , u It, ,1 

Lambs •••••• , •• , , , .. , • , , • , ·,,,,,,,.,.,,,. t 
Meat 
WhOlesale, Ohioagol 1 

Steer beef, oaroass (good, 500•600 lbs.~ 
Campoa1te hog products ••••••••••••••••I 
le:mb 08r0Uiell (good, 30•40 lb~J) ,.,,.1 

n.t.s. index retail meat prices~ •••••• 1 
Index income of 1n4Uitr1al workers 1 

4.20 
8.28 

16,09 
11.07 
17.11 

100,9 

18.21 23.48 
~116.26 y'2o. 79 

8,31 9,12 

7,28 
16.12 

26,82 
19.78 
30,50 

157.9 

8,38 
20,34 

41.03 
29.47 

,;/42.73 

21,69 
17.90 
9,33 

8.43 
17.40 

37.17 
26,20 
40.13 

190,7 

193i•39ml00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 120,4 266,6 293,1 
L1Testook Market1ng and 8lal!6hter Statiat1oe 

'6iiit I 

J Meat-an1JIIal marketings: 
Index numbers (1935-39al00) ,,,: 

Stocker and Feeder shipments to 
8 Corn :Belt State• 1 
Cattle and oalTIB •••••••••••••: ThoUII.I 
Sheep and Lambe ,,,,,,,,,,,,, •• 1 Thoua,t 

Slaughter under Federal Inspeotiolll 1 
Numbers:•E/ 

109 

Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••' 
CalTtU!J , , , •• , ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • ·' 
Sheep and lamba •••••••••••••••' 
Hose ·•••••••••••••••••••••••·•z 

ThoUI,I 9,999 
Thoua.: 51571 
ThoUI,Il7 ,6(}9 
ThoUI, r41,225 

ATerase 11Te·we1ghtr 
Cattle ••••••••••••••••••••••••z 
Ce.lvea ••• , •••• , • , •••• , ••••• , • ,s 
Shee~ and lamba •••••••••••••••z 
HQ88 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••' 

Meat Production: 

lb, 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 

I 
J 

Beef ••••••••••••••••••••••••••IM11,1b,s 
Veal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••tMil,lb,t 
18mb and mutton ••••••••••••••• :M1l,lb,s 
Pork (exolud1Dg lard) ••••••••• :M1l,lb,s 

Storase •tookB end of 111011th 1 1 : 

Beef' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••IM1l,lb,l 
Pork ••••••••••••••••••••••••••:Mll,lb,t 
Iemb alld. mutton ••••• , , • , , , •••• rMil,lb. t 
Total IIIMt aDd -t produota •• :.Mil,lb,l 

Percent paold.Dg lOW are ot J!'ed• 1 
eral 1DII otel 1la ter :Pero1nt: 

933 
191 
86 

234 

,,002 
597 
710 

5,530 

139 

2,702 
3,091 

10,061 
6,251 

18,539 
39,261 

946 
199 

94 
256 

6,026 
577 
791 

5,914 

14 

152 

2,456 
2,976 

14,178 
7,260 

15,215 
42,861 

928 
207 

94 
267 

616,926 
ttl 839 
ttl 656 
2{6,198 

173 

730 
941 

1,103 
651 

2,005 
3,114 

898 
246 

94 
246 

503 
87 
84 

462 

59 
143 

11 
266 

10 

23,67 
17.77 

8,39 

7.70 
18,50 

39,82 
30.88 
40.66 

203.6 

298,0 

195 

445 
304 

1,348 
656 

1,529 
5,434 

896 
240 

93 
242 

605 
86 
65 

758 

101 
210 
16 

401 

8 

22.66 
21.05 
9,44 

8.42 
20,30 

46.66 
32,53 
41.30 

236.6 

336,4 

186 

621 
677 

1,497 
813 

1,697 
3,978 

911 
243 

92 
232 

686 
107 

70 
540 

102 
188 
12 

390 

13 

24.20 
219,0 
11.1 

23,42 
20.98 
9.01 

8,63 
20,80 

45.38 
30.64 
43,79 

183 

321 
393 

1,337 
762 

1,471 
5,501 

uo 
270 
17 

517 

1 Number of bushels of oorn equivalent in value to 100 pounds of live hogs. 21 Average of prioes for Januacy, 
•ebruary, l.hroh, April, August, September, October and November, 31 Average ot prioes for January, February, 
Maroh, April, July, Au{;Ust, SeptGIIlber, October, and November. 4/ l.feat, poultry, and fiahs Bureau of Labor 
Statistios, 1935-39-100, "E/ 1947 slaughter excludes Hawaii an<1 Virgin Islands. !!/ Estimated from weekly data, 

24,90 
237,0 
10.6 

8,62 
21,30 
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