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Pelts Produced in 1972: Mink pelt production in the United States in 1972 totaled
2,963,000 pelts, 12 percent below 1971, according to the
Crop Reporting Board. Fifteen States accounted for 95 percent of the pelts. Five
major States produced 63 percent of the total. The production and percentage change
from a year earlier in the five major States were: Wisconsin 863,000 pelts, down

11 percent; Minnesota 421,000, down 8 percent; Utah 285,000, down 16 percent;

11 inois 146,000, up 2 percent; and Oregon 144,000, down 7 percent.

By color class the number of pelts as a percent of total 1972 production was:
Standard, 35.9 percent; pastel, 34.3; pearl, 10.2; violet, 9.2; sapphire, 4.8;
gunmetal, 1.6; white, 1.5; pale brown, 0.8; lavender-hope, 0,7; platinum, 0.3; and
misceltaneous and unclassiflied, 0.7 percent.

(Continued on page 7.)

Mink pelts produced and females bred, by color class,
United States, 1971-1973

Pelts produced : Females bred to produce kits

Color : : :1972 as : : 1973 as
class + 1971 : 1972 : % of : 1972 1973 : % of
: : : 1971 : : . 972

: 1,000 pelts Percent = 1,000 females Percent
Standard : 1,226 1,064 87 286 308 108
[Pastel : 1,059 1,015 96 281 308 110
ale Brown : 19,6 25.0 128 6,5 5.3 82
Sapphire : 171 143 84 45,6 44,2 97
unmetal : 50.1 48,7 97 13.8 15,8 114
latinum : 12,7 7.3 57 2.1 1.4 67
earl s 397 302 76 100 100 100
avender-Hope : 40,7 20,5 50 8.5 7.0 82
Violet Type : 345 272 79 98.7 87.2 88
White : 50,5 44,6 88 14,1 17.4 123
Misc. & Unclassified : 8.5 21,2 249 1.4 6.6 471
U. S. Total : 3,380 2,963 88 858 901 105

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE CROP REPORTING BOARD
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Number of Mink ranches producing pelts, major States and

United States, 1971 and 1972

Ranches producing pelts

State .
: 1971 . 1972
: Number
Massachusetts : 24 18
New York H 65 56
Pennsylvania : 68 57
Ohio : 69 66
Indiana H 22 17
I1linois s 44 43
Michigan : 53 47
Wisconsin : 366 322
Minnesota : 193 162
Towa : 71 62
South Dakota H 16 14
Idaho : 49 47
Utah : 261 225
Washington : 91 63
Oregon : 62 60
All other States : 161 120
United States : 1,615 1,379
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Females Bred in 1973: Mink females bred to produce kits in 1973 totaled
801,000 -- up 5 percent from 1972. This is the first increase in bred females
since estimates were begun in 1969, Females bred in leading States and per-
centage changes from last year are: Wisconsin 252,000 females, up 5 percent;
Minnesota 130,000, up 9 percent; Utah 100,000, up 6 percent; Oregon 41,000,

up 14 percent; and Illinois 40,500, up 4 percent.

Percentage of total females bred to produce kits in 1973, by color class are:
Standard, 34.2 percent; pastel, 34,2; pearl, 11.1; violet-type, 97; sapphire,
4.9; white, 1.9; gunmetal, 1.8; lavender-hope, 0.8; pale brown, 0.6; and
miscellaneous and unclassified, 0.8 percent.

Ranch Numbers: There were 1,379 mink ranches producing pelts in 1972, a de-
crease of 15 percent from the 1,615 producing pelts in 197}, Wisconsin

with 322 ranches was down 12 percent; Utah with 225, down 14 percent; Minnesota
with 162, down 16 percent; Ohio with 66, down 4 percent; and Washington with
63, down 31 percent.
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