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Pelts Produced ip 1973: Mink pelt production in the United States in 1973
totaled 3,037,000 pelts, 2 percent above 1972, according to the Crop Reporting
Board, This is the first increase in plet production since USDA estimates were
begun in 1969. Fifteen States accounted for 95 percent of the pelts, Five major
States produced 63 percent of the total. The production and percentage change
from a year earlier in the five major States were: Wisconsin 918,000 pelts, up

6 percent; Minnesota 417,000, down 1 percent; Utah 283,000, down 1 percent;
Oregon 160,000, up 11 percent and Illinois 146,000, unchanged.

By color class the number of pelts as a percent of total 1973 production
was: Standard 35,8 percent; pastel, 35.4; pearl, 10.2; violet, 8,.6; sapphire,
4,5; white, 1.8; gurmetal, 1.7, lavendar-hope, 0.75; pale brown, 0,63; platinum,
0.47; and miscellaneous and unclassified, 0,07 percent. ‘

Mink pelts produced and females bred, by color class,
United States, 1972-1974

Pelts produced :Females bred to prodeced kits

: : 1973 as: : : 1974 as
Color class 1972 : 1973 : %of : 1973 : 1974 : % of
: 1972 : : : 1973

: 1,000 pelts Percent 1,000 females Percent
Standard : 1,065 1,088 102 310 327 105
Pastel : 1,015 1,075 106 307 279 91
Pale Brown : 25 19,2 77 5.3 8.0 151
Sapphire : 143 136 95 4ts, 2 40,0 90
Gurmetal : 49,7 52.9 106 16.1 14,9 a3
Platimm : 10 14,2 142 4,5 3.7 82
Pearl 302 310 103 100 112 112
Lavendar-Hope : 21 22.9 109 3,0 8.4 105
Violet Type : 285 261 92 88.3 89.2 101
White : 44,6 55.9 125 17.4 21.8 125
Misc, & Unclassified : 4.9 2.1 43 .86 1.3 151
U.S. Total : 2,965 3,037 102 902 905 100

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE CROP REPORTING BOARD
MtAn 6 (74) WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 /
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Number of Mink ranches producing pelts, major
States and United States, 1972 and 1973

Ranches producing pelts

State ; 1972 ; 1973
: Number

Idaho : 47 47
Illinois : 43 39
Indiana : 17 16
Iowa : 62 60
Massachusetts : 18 18
Michigan : 47 45
Minnesota : 162 157
New York : 56 51
Chio : 66 57
Oregon : 60 55
Pennsylvania : 57 59
South Dakota : 14 12
Utah H 225 218
Washington : 64 64
Wisconsin : 322 322
All other States : 120 109
United States : 1,380 1,329
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Females Bred: Mink females bred to produce kits in 1974 totaled 905,000, up slight-

ly from 902,000 in 1973, Females bred in leading States and percent-
age changes from last year are: Wisconsin 248,000 females, down 2 percent; Minnesota
121,000, down 7 percent; Utah 103,000, up 3 percent; Oregon 43,000, up 5 percent and
Illinois 42,500, up 5 percent,

Percentage of total females bred to produce kits in 1974, by color class are: Stand-
ard, 36,1 percent; pastel, 30,8; pearl, 12,4; violet, 9.9; sapphire, 4.4; white 2.4;
gurmetal, 1.6; lavendar-hope, 0.9; pale brown, 0.9; platinum, 0.4; and miscellaneous
and unclassified, 0,1 percent,

Rapch Numbers: There were 1,329 mink ranches producing pelts in 1973, a decrease of

4 percent from the 1,380 ranches producing pelts in 1972, Wisconsin
with 322 ranches was unchanged from last year; Utah with 218 was down 3 percent;
Minnesota with 157 was down 3 percent; Washington with 64 was unchanged

and Iowa with 60 was down 3 percent.
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