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FOOD SIZE INVENTORY TOTALS 143 MILLION CATFISH

Catfish producers in the four major producing States (Alabama, Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Mississippi) had 143 million food size catfish in inventory on
April 1,1991, according to the Agricultural Statistics Board. The inventory
consisted of 2.54 million large food size catfish (over 3 1bs. per fish), 25.9
million medium food size catfish (over 1.5 lbs. to 3 1bs. per fish) and 114
million small food size catfish {over .75 1b. to 1.5 1bs. per fish). The food
size catfish in the four States inventory weighed a total 169 million pounds.

The four States also had 1.62 million broodfish, 583 million stockers, and
819 million fingerlings (over 2 lbs. to 60 1bs. per 1,000 fish) on hand as of
April 1, 1991, The 583 million stockers consisted of 258 million large
stockers (over 150 1bs. to 750 1bs. per 1,000 fish) and 325 million small
stockers {over 60 1bs. to 150 1bs. per 1,000 fish).

During the January-March quarter, 171 million catfish were stocked into
grow out ponds. These 171 million fish consisted of 16.1 million large
stockers, 38.6 million small stockers, and 116 million fingerlings. Of the
total number stocked during the quarter, 69 percent of the fish were stocked
during March, 19 percent were stocked during February, and 12 percent during
January.
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NOTICE

This is the first issue of the Catfish Production report for
April 1. This report contains inventory data for the four
largest catfish producing States,

Requests for a subscription order form covering all available
reports should be directed to ERS/NASS, P.0. Box 1608,
Rockviltle, MD 20849-1608 or call 800-999-6779.

The next issue of this report will be published
July 31, 1691.
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CATFISH: INVENTORY NUMBER AND POUNDS, APRIL 1991
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BROODF ISH : LARGE FOOD SIZE
L 132 S O
NUMBER POUNDS NUMBER POUNDS
THOUSANDS
AL 258 1,138 452 1,749
AR : 245 1,013 339 1.209
LA 150 840 510 1,790
MS 970 4,638 1,243 4,271
TOTAL 1,623 7,629 2,544 9,019
CATFISH: INVENTORY NUMBER AND POUNDS, APRIL 1991
MEDIUM FOOD SIZE : SMALL FOOD SIZE
STATE S m oo oo e e e
: NUMBER POUNDS : NUMBER POUNDS
: THOUSANDS
AL : 4,622 8,838 17,276 16,613
AR : 3,420 6.434 11,439 10.763
LA ; 3,550 6.923 7.500 7,950
NS : 18,270 26.115 77.880 76.108
TOTAL 25,862 48,310 114,095 111,434
CATFISH: INVENTORY NUMBER AND POUNDS, APRIL 1991
LARGE STOCKERS SMALL STOCKERS  : FINGERLINGS
STATE 2 oo e et} e
NUMBER : POUNDS NUMBER : POUNDS : NUMBER : POUNDS
THOUSANDS
AL . 12,898 4,893 29,279 2,301 114,000 3,675
AR . 31.940 13.608 70.383 7.315 160000 5.219
LA . 3,218 1.152 44.950 4.360 115.000  4.140

Ms : 210,000 90,657 180,000 17,778 430,000 13,995
TOTAL : 258,056 110,310 324,612 31,754 819,000 27,029
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STATE JAN FEB MAR
LARGE STOCKERS )
THOUSANDS
AL : 442 1/ 1,311
MS : 1,568 1,868 7.166
OTH 2/ - 434 1,168 2,169
TOTAL - 2,444 3,036 10,646
; "~ SMALL STOCKERS
: THOUSANDS
AL . 1,654 3,548 5,977
MS : 1,529 3.536 14,884
OTH 2/ - 1,398 1,158 4,942
TOTAL 4,581 8,242 25,803
: FINGERLINGS
: THOUSANDS
AL : 565 3,636 4,156
AR : 3,070 1,901 10,343
LA : 2.607 2030 10.772
NS : 6.623 13,559 57,053
TOTAL - 12,865 21,126 82,324

1/ INCLUDED WITH OTHER STATES TO AVOID DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS.
2/ INCLUBES AR AND LA.
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CATFISH:

ROUND WEIGHT PROCESSED, 1976-CURRENT
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THOUSAND POUNDS

2,094
1,901
2,951
4,010
4,060

4,490
8,845
13,104
14,658
18,290

18, 664
27,583
28,179
29,458
33,120

35,591

1,397
1,749
2,510
3,025
3,829

6,057
7,937
12,518
13,349
16,474

16,354
26,781
20,805
27,310
30,980

1,037
1,810
2,729
3,716
4,045

9,385
7,974
11,615
12,856
17,432

16,013
21,623
20,351
28,892
31,542
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THOUSAND POUNDS

YEAR JAN

1976 1,785
1977 1,344
1978 1,598
1979 3,032
1980 3,530
1981 3,836
1982 5,448
1983 : 8,713
1984 13,265
1985 13,429
1986 19,761
1987 20,988
1988 26,018
1989 26,948
1990 33,066
1991 32,206

JUL

1976 1,458
1977 1,965
1978 2,310
1979 3,138
1980 3,092
1981 5,379
1982 7,269
1983 10,347
1984 12,181
1985 14,311
1986 17,036
1987 21,638
1988 23,687
1989 27,827
1990 29,540

1,904
1,986
2,607
3,417
3,817

5,711
9,883
11,250
12,520
16,638

18,859
26,577
24,611
30,366
27,566

1,545
1,766
2,647
3,531
4,310

5,154
9,209
11,138
12,588
16,861

20,453
27,920
26,221
31,670
29,211

1,500 1,312
1,661 1,573
2,935 2,154
3,000 2,779
3,631 3,546

4,757 5,485
8,609 9,829
11,754 10,773
12,527 11,217
14,625 13,363

17,107 15,812
20,684 20,555
25,037 22,634
29,096 25,805
27,913 25,538

213,756
280,496
295,109
341,900
360,435
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