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CNiON STOCKS IN STORAGE -- JANUARY 1, 1955

Stocks of onions held in common storage in the United States on January 1, 1955 are
estimated at 8,942,000 sacks (50 pounds), according to the Crop Reporting Board.
These holdings are 20 percent smaller than the 11,213,000 sacks in common storage a
year ago but are 20 percent larger than the 19L6~53 average January 1 stocks of
7,460,000 sacks. Cold storage holdings of onions on Jamuary 1, reported to be an
equivalent 14032,000 sacks, were 12 percent less than last year and 32 percent
below the 19L6=53 average, ' Combined common and cold storage hol dings on January L,
1955 of 9,974,000 sacks were 20 percent below those on hand a year ago and 11
percent above the average combined stocks on January ls

The Crop Reporting Board has used the same definition of onion stocks as in the
past in preparing this report. Common storage stocks relate to quantities of sound
onicns held by growers and dealers on Jamuary l. The estimated quantity of onions:
lost before January 1 through grading, dumping, shrinkage and decay is deducted in
estimating stocks on hand January i, but no attempt is made to estimate additional
shrinkage and loss that will occur after Jamary le.

The percentage of 195l crop onions lost prior to January 1 from grading, dumping,
shrinkage, and decay was greater than last year and average, Heaviest rate of losg
has occurred in Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Idaho, Eastern Oregon (Ph;heur Coe),
and Washington but increases in losses in these States were partially offset by
ggduced losses compared with last year in IMinnesota, Colorado and Western Oregon
{Williamette Valley). Because of the poor keeping quality of onions on hand
January 1 in some areas, it is expected that the percentage lost after January 1
from shrinkage and decay will be greater than usual,

ONIONS: Januvary 1 stocks held in common storage by growers and dealers in
late Summer States, and January 1 stocks in cold storage in all
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ONIONS: Production of the Late Summer Crop and stocks in storage on January 1,
by crop years, 1945-L6 through 195L~55
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l/ From UeS.D.4, Cold Storage Reports, 1955 data revised based on reports received

after January 15,
2/ Sacks containing

50 pounds.

1/ ot harvested because of low prices or other economic factors.




