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\CREAGE jND INDICATED:*PRODUCT ION

ANUARY 1, 1955 -

_Conditions on Jamuary 1 indicated that the production of winter vegetables in the

1955 ‘season; ‘at 1,48 million tons, will be 5-percent below production in 1954 but
about equal*to average production in the years 19L9-53, the Crop Reporting Board
announced today, Significantly smaller crops forecast for cabbage, celéry, toma-
toes, sweet corn, snap beans, and broccoli are the most important factors contribut-
. ing to the reduction in production from last year., Smaller crops than in 195h of
artichokes, beets, cucumbers, escarole, kale, and green peas are also indicated for
this year: Increased production over last year is reported for winter crops of
lima beans, carrots, cauliflower, eggplant, lettuce, green peppers, shallots, and
spinach, In general, this year's lighter production compared to 1954 is attribut-
able to yields which are lower than the rather high yields obtained last year under
better than average winter weather,

The preliminary acréage estimated for 1955 early spring onions at 38,000 acres is

a reduction of I percent from the acreage harvested last year, Growers intentions
to plant indicate an acreage cf late spring onions about equal to last year but
late spring watermelon acreage is expected to be down about L percent, The in-
tended acreage of late spring potatoes, which prcvides volume supplies in May, June
and early July, is 1L percent larger than the acreage last year, -

“uring December temperatures in Florida averaged below normal and the coldest period
occurred December 21 and 22. Freezing and near-freezing temperatures resulted in
a moderate loss in acreage but reduced yields on several crops. Hardy crops:
generally vere only slowed by low temperatures but romaine and Boston lettuce
suffered some damage in cold locations. Heaviest less occurred in snap beans, sweet
corn and cucumbers, January production for most crops will be curtailed, Weather
was warm in laie December enabling crops to begin to recover, In Texas, tempera-
‘e tures were favorable for vegetables in southern producing districts in spite of a
few mornings of light frost at inland points and most crops made excellent progress.
Surface moisture is currently deficient in the dry-farmed areas but sub-soil
moisture appears adequate., Sufficient water is available for irrigating in vege-
table areas, In California and Arizona, low temperatures late in December slowed
the growth and development of all vegetable crops and reduced supplies currently
coming from those States,

kgriculture - Washington, D, Cs
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Summary of Acreage and Indicated Froductior leported to Date 1955, with
Comparisons., .

i i T T T T o U S T T T L T — — e ean e at e m e e -

Seasonal Group ACPEAGE ;  PRODUCTION (Equiv. tons) 1/
And Tohyears” T T T :~ _ Ind, 1955 7 % Boyear i :  Ind, 1955
State  tgverage: 1954 :T EcTeS :%of: Zof average : 1954 :~ Tons :%of 75‘
=19b§u53= : aV..'Sh 19&0-53 : : tav. 15k
- . e i “aé . DR S S S /« S 2 T S SN
kerest fcrest Acres ¢ % ¢ % : Tons ¢ Tons: Tons : % : %
WINTER @ : : : : s : : : :

Artichokes ¢ 7,580: 9,000: 8,300 :109: 92: 1L,700:18,000: 16,600:113 : 92
Lima Beans : 780: Loo: 650 @ 83:162:  1,100:  500: 700t 6L : 1Lo

Snap Beans '+ 29,620: 23,600: 23,500 : 79:100¢ Lk,000:42,500: 38,800: 88 : 9L
Beets ¢ 5,540: 6 000: 5,500 : 99: 92: 18,900:21,000: 20,000:106 : 95
Broccoli ¢ 8,850: 8 050 6,750 ¢+ 76: 8L 18 800: 18 200: 13,900: 74 : 76
Cabbage 3/ @ h? 380: u6,3oo hl 200 : 87: 89: 3h6 500: 331 800 281,000: 81 : 85
Carrots ~ h2 070: 35,900¢ 39,700 : 94:111: 258,700:226200:239,100: 92 : 106
Cauliflower 3,580: 5,100: 5,710 :159:112: 17,900:23,900: 26,000:1L5 : 109
Celery : 9,820: 9,990: 9,150 : 93: 92: 20L,600:226600:207,600:103.: 92
Sweet Corn - ¢ L,040O: 9,900: 8,600 :213: 87: 12 900:40,800: 32,200:250 : 79
Cucumbers : 1,660: 2,200: 2,800 :169:127: 6, ,600: 7,700: 6,700:102 : 87
Eggplant : 730: 800: 800 ,110,100, 5,ooo 6,000: 6,300:126 = 105
Escarole : 4,020: L,500: L,500 ;112,100, 2, 700, 30,650: 29,500,119 * 96
Kale : 02,9200 3,000; 2,700 ; 92, 90, 10,500, 9,450: 7,900° 75 ¢ 8
Lettuce : 60,040: 61,500 63,400 ;106,103, 355 600, 396100, 399,800,112 : 101
Green Peas : 2,710: 1,000 500 . 18, 50, 2,200, 900, Loo; 187 L
Green Peppers : 3,560: L4,500: L,600 ,129,102, 18, 600 21,600, 22,100,119 @ 102
Shallots : 3,100: 2,800: 3,300 106,118, u,zoo 3,800, 5,300.126 ' 139
Spinach : 25,0L40: 19,900: 21,600 ; 86,109, L2, 100, 3h Loo; 39,700, 9L ! 115
Tomatoes : 13,660t 17,L00: 16 5500 s 121, 95, 69,600 96,800, 83,100'119 TB6

-—-——.-....-......_...-.—.-_.._-..-.....,....._-......_.....__--_.... —

--—--_-__.——....-..n—--—.n..._.p.---...‘-u-—._...h..._-»..—.-..-....___.-
_...____.,.A__,...-._.

1/ Equivalent tons based on approximate net weight of undi used in estimating
vield and production, . ’

g/ Group averages are simple averages of annual data,

3/ Tncludes processing,
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Acreage and TIndicated Proguction Feport eg to Late, quE yith Comparisons R
YR LIS UIEREEAREERAN RS Hinny l* T L R R N T R R A L L N T AR A TS T e AR AT AN IRRTARTRRTS SAE T HHIII TETARERNRLENNINYY lllUlll-rNlﬂllﬂHHI"IIMHHII.I!\lHI\\W\“\‘\\'\U\“‘\\I‘\I‘"“\
CROP ; _ ACREAL,E 3 i s_D DER ACRE - PRODUC"i’J*\I
M m | B YEAR] : EganAg § | S-YEAR] ;
b L5 IA\;/ERAG;:' ‘95}4 E Iﬂd; E AY. ! 195); H lndo 'AVERA‘E' 19514- H In(::%'
11949-53 1 ' 1955 1L9-52 § : ¢9‘15“9E0-53o P 1955 ‘
it e RIS |.u " uLl [l :lu Ly :1 TG Znum%‘:ﬂll ifannsin nll't T TETT INRT l‘ unna_q,y nuu'u uuuuuunlem:ulliuulnunu- }
‘l. ARTTCHOKES : | ACRES | ACRES | ACRES | = Boxeu Lo ?ba - - 11,000 bpxes «
: : iPrelim, ! ; : 5 ‘ :
Winter: 2/,....4 17,5801 9,000; §,300{ 97 100: 100 i _ 737 900 £30
KSPAEAGWE‘§/T T3 T T T T T T T Frospecs - Crates 3G Ib, 1 - 1,000 crates -
‘ E f tive . ! i ! : :
%mm?/ L@thggh7;m9quﬁnghﬂﬁ_Lgﬁﬁmwéﬁﬁ%uQ
LTTA BEATS: H 1 ‘Prelim,! - Bughels = : ~ 13000 bushels -
Winter. i ! ! ; Lo : ; !
Floride.......4 7801 ~ 4COi 6501  90% 75¢ 70 721 30, L6
ALL STATES. ... 21,130} 17,600: _ _ &+ _ 780 770 _ _ i L,657_ L,3%L  _ _ _
SWAP DEANS: — 7 1 7 H cT T : ; : ; ;
Winter: § : ; : ; : : : é X
Floride.,ve...d 29,6200 23,600! 23,500; 100+ 320 : 110 1 2,933 2,832 2,505 |
‘ QLE.ETQT:>~=~==eﬂl7ﬁ 220:158,500: b 10y 213 _f_l§;ZZL~W11::92;_ R
BEETS! T a T TTT T o : ; g ; |
Winter: ; § 5 ; ; ; o ! L |
TeX85:4000r000.4 5,5400 6,0000 5,500; 132! 135 : 140 727 gict 770 |
ALL STATES......s 8,7C0: 0,960: _ _ _ i 1903 180 _ _:_ 1,638 1,017 . _
BROCCOLT : ; ; | Do Crates (L2 1b.) i - 1,000 crates - |
Winter: ; i E E : § ! g ;
Arizonaa.g,eaqﬁ 890 600!  L50:¢ 111 110 120 ; 95, 65 5l
South Carolina. LBO:  650i  €00i  87; 30% 60 L5 200 36 |
TEXES s eesonsses 7,4801_ 6,000;_  5,700;_100: 115 100 . _ 756 7821 570
Group totale.s” _8&850; 8,050 _6,7501 100 1081 98 i _ 895! _ 868 660
ALL STATES...... 40,350} 38,6501 _ _ _ i 215% 120 ¢ i h,e62i 1,663 |
CABEACE: 3/ B D= Toms -~ : =iTons ~ ! |
Winter: : oo ; : E ; E 3 ;
Arizona...esos. 1,2200 1,100 500 12,3! 12,0 112,0 ! 15,000! 13,200:6,0C0
Texasssesesessn 20,900 2@,)00 24,0001 L.5: 5.2 L,5 1111, £001132, 600108000
California,..«s 3,620! L,000! 3,200 10,7} 10,0 ;10,0 ! 38,500: L0,0C0i 32000 |
Floridac...c..sf 17,6501 15,700 13, 503'_1@3_ L 9,2 10,0 1181.L001146,600535000_ |
Group totales. ;7,380 LE,3001 L1.200) Tei2t 7-17 16,82 136,500 133 1,80028100C |
‘ i ;Prospec+ ' E ' ; : |
: ; D tive ! 2 : i : ! |
Eeriy Spring 2/.0 20,9L0 ) ;28,3001 6,2k 5.93 1129,4001117,500! Apz, 13 |
: : |

20,9401 19,800
. Total a‘oove“,“: 66,320 66,100 :
z 2

— .___.._._._.__._____...__...___...._____._‘.___.__..____..._______,____,_____._____._____

- + £0,320 00 L D075 0060 0 '275 200, éli 300 _ _ _
f_\.LI: iL‘iTal).‘a LR ' 6_: 1:&_0__3129_2 3_60._: el __; __8 5__3_8 : ___8 O_L_f,h__' : — 390:6U ; —LJLLJ 8UO
CAKROTS : ; ?rellmqi - Bughels « ; - 2,000 buénels - |
Winter 2/ueveui! 42,070 F 35,900 i_29_7gci 2521 252 1 2.1 10,3901 9,05019,565 |
L STATESy,ecuse! 85,070 | 80,050 | ' 3610 387 | 30,506 31,0061 |

See footrotes on page 7, i
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CAULIFLGJER:

Winter:
Arizona,.sieees

TeyaSnaenq01ogm

Floridaooooiozﬂ

Group totaloed_
ALL STATESOQQGAGN 31 OQO 27 ZDO

Mo s mn  vms  mas W e

CELERY :

Winter:
Californiac.qo

— —

o

Floridaag....aﬂ
Arizon@seocsocd
Group totalsag
ALL STATESa..opss 37,000 3

o e mae e mae e e e

SWEET CORN:

Winter:

Floridaaoeeaivd

CUCUMBERS :

Winter: 3 3 : : ;
Floridacsvossoa 1, 6601 2,200, 2,800; 156!
ALL STATES..,....f 48,900 52,050 | 16|
EGGPLANT : K 3 ! : §
Winter: : : ; P
Floridasssesy . 730 : 800 ! 800; 4ll.
ALL STATESu....eqi 5,000 _,5000 _ _ _ i _28L)
ESCAROLE : E = 3 E :
Winter 2/v.vscna 1,020 L,500% 1,500; L88 |
KALE: § i § § Z
: i ' h :

Winter: | ; : |
Virginiasesesos| 2,920 ! 3,000 2,700t Lot |

. e e e e b= e e e

See footnotes on
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VEGETAFLIS FOR FRESH | ARKET -5 - TC-55: 101  Januery 10, 1955
§ i lnummnmmuunmmmmnunmnum,nmm..mmmumn.mux|uuum«|unmmlmuuuu:mu
CROP E ACREAGE | YIELD PER ACRE | PRODUCT_‘??}
AND I 5-YEAR: v 'S-YQ ‘ :S- YEAR! 3
" IAVERAGE! 195k ! Ind, | AV. i 195l i Ind, !AVERAGE}195L | Ind.
119119~53 P 1955 1 L9=53; £ 1955 {1949~ 53 } 1955
A s umuuEmunuiq{uuunSmuumumum|n:nnunmmmum:nlll“l"ﬂ‘ "“"'"“““""""""""""“""":" :._I’ "":“"mm :
‘ LETTUCE: 3 ACRES ACRES | ACRES ! - cré.tes u-16 doze = = 1,000 crat}es -
‘ : ,Prellm.: E E ; ‘ :

Winter: : 3 E ; E : : L 000
Arizona, Yuma,; 15,3001 12,800: 11, ooo' 1811 175% 2000 2,7LL; 2,2L00 2,
California,..eq 32, 900 33,000' Bh,SOO' 18L: 200 200; 6,032i 6,7%@; 6,900 .
TeX8Sereassared 9,,20 12,600: 14,500 117; 155 125! 1, Olu. 1,953 1,812
Florida.ieesseq _2,3204 _2,500% _3,400) _1hli 165 150i_ _ 338 _ _ L2l _ 510

Group total... 50_,_01@ 61 qoo' 63¢hoo' _171% 18k ¢ 180i 10, ;_52e 1l _32_5 _11,k22
ALL STATTS44uns ..211_5)20 206950 __boaei 296t 37,88 lo,kozi_ _ _ .
owIomsT — T T T : . , i T Sdoks 50 Tby =7 - 1,000 sacks =

Farly Spring: | ' E ; : 5 :

TexaSesesssesed 34,7401 39,5008 38,0001 123: 110! _ i 3,60 §;_ Ly ghs Mer, 10
v T T T T T T T UFrospect T T T : : : .

Late Spring: ; oo otive ' E | ; P
California.saq - 5,160: L,300{ L,000i 5L2: 560 i 2,7kt 2,08
Arlzcn&. AR 0' 1, 210 : 1,)400: 1,000: 612 : héO E E 77“: 6)-1-)-1-: .
LOUlSlana.o..oe, 3’_LOE - ms ~ ..E 752 - _.; ' 3 - - 1\"_fay 10
Georgiaeiseeeea 1, oho. 1,200 900; 162% 125. 3 ;TM 150
TeXaSeennsosesd l0+12 7_,,900 8,800} _ 862005 _ _i_ _ 881 _ _ _799'_ R

Group totaly.s 17¢870 1h4800 1h4700' _261% 270+  _ _i_ L,611. 3,_92:_ - -

Total above....q, 52 6"0 h,;joo 5’? 700. __lél ! ,_l_rz’h_:_ ____“E;_ _E_} _292« 8,33_[,_ -

ALL S_“‘&T_Sm-;-zlz_h%o 1115,7201 _ _ _ i 3523 6L il 2,720} 42,099 _ _ _ _
GREEN FEAS: ; : Prelim, ! - Bushels = | - 1,ooo bushels =

Jinter: : ' § E : E . : : 3
Florida.sesssed 2100 = =1 == 3 380 - - b - S
TeXaSvevevssens 1,580% 1,000 500 56i 60 6O 89! 60; 30
California..ee  9op! o i el 311 —m b oamt LD aal ==

Group Sovalussd T9T7T07 T15000; | _500% _ 57 _ 6o i_ _60i_ _ Ih6i~ Z €I T30
ALL STATES....eeui 21,220} 10,6304 _ _ _ L 2050 _ 97_i_ _ _i_ 2,188 1,ke2i_ _ __
GREi! PEPPLRS: ; E ; : ! ; ; : i

Winter: é : s : : ! E i 3

Floridaseeesessl 3,560% L,500% L,6C0% L28: 385 : 385: 1,L91: 1,7320 1,771
ALL STATZSu.cvuunl 39,310 49,100 | i o2lot 227 i 9,06 11,12L!
— . S - . S e - :"_‘“‘J_’*"":“"_-:—""':"_'.‘E-—'—;'-—_'_:-——_-‘:-‘—'—""

See footnotes on page 7.
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IO T R SR TR Y AT

e N LT U TR A T RO T TR Yy

CROP ' ' ACREAGE i Y!"' D PER ACRE ! PRGDUCTION
T JUrtnnnaiengy ““"“"'“"'“"';‘""'“"“'""“"":“ B ‘. \ :"'"“""'"'““‘“" """"" |
— '10-YEAR’ 3 10-YR. | : 1 10-YEAR! E
'AVERAGE! 195l i Ind, | AV. | 195l |Ind, {AVERAGE! 195l ! 1Ind,
'1914& -531 1 1955 :hh-53' ,1955 19Lu 53- b 1955

COMMERCIAL EARLY‘ ACRES | ACRES ACRES 3 -5 Sushels = ; ~ 1,000 bughels -.

TRISH POTATOES: : ; ‘Prelim,! ; | g ; ;

Winter: . - : ' : ' : R : ;
Te;,as.......,..i 920‘ 600 1 500' 58 | 55¢ 55 Sl 331 28
Florida....... ,_10 620 { 11,600 _.1?. EOQ'_ el2 i 305: 280: 2,2h6: 3,538 3,472

Group total,,q 11,540 i 12,2001 12,8004 200 _293% 271 _2,300% _3,571 _3,500
! ; : Prospect r T T i H
: : i tive | : ' ; ; ;

Farly Spring 2/:25, _2.29 123,900 _2§ 3001 165: 2751 _ _ 1 3,990 _6,320f _ _ _

Late Spring: ~ | ; : ' ' ' :
California,,..< 69,700 57,000} 70,000% 40O | ;400! \ 27,7701 22,8001
Louisiana.....q 11,680} 5,5001 k4,100: 75: 100 L7981 550
bmss:Lss:Lppl.“.' 2 o6o. 6oo~ ‘600t 87 110t 1 1811 66
Alabama,e,. ..., 22,100 1 19,700 | 2k, 000! 138 180! ¢ 3, 023. 3 546!
GeOTZideerrased 1 250. 600 ! 550' 123 ¢ 115! b 147y 69 May 10
South Carolinay 9,5oo: 7,000 7,000% 151: 190! ; 1,396' 1 ,330¢
Arizonz,.s.oeed 14,1000 L, 000 k4,000% 370 3651 bo1,518: 1 u6o.
TeXaSssvssecasey 5,320 b,,eoo: 3,8oo§ 701 70! ' 368! 2oh!
Oklahoma,.,..eq 1,180% 500 500¢ 119 i 190! v 1ko! 95
Arkansase......q 3,480% 1,500: 1,300; 86 95 P30kt abed
Tennessee.....4 3,830 1,600 1,700} 115 150} toukel 2hoi
North Carolina 23,880 | 13,500 i 14,0001 194 : 250% & 4,65k} 3,3751
Group total,.d60,040 T15,700 31,550 | 262 | 2okt ~ ~ T hiiobhT 33,9871 T T D C

Total above 496,800 150,300 167,750 | BWE T 20uT T T T Iy,337 1385 T D T C

ALL STATES..,..0 & -?95 280 210,100 | 2351 266% i€ 1,92655,886:  _ _ _
SHALLOTS: M S-yr. ' ‘Prelim.| Sayra = Babrels + 5= yr,i= 1,000 barrels
bav, 1/ ; b oav.l : vav, 1/0 [
t 194953 : : L9-53 ; P 1oko=53 -

Winter 2/...0.0q 3,100 £ 2,800 3,300 27 ! _27i _32%_ _ 8. 76_1 106_

Spring:~ ; : ‘ v H ' o /A
Louisianas..... 1,980 1 1,900 2,100+ 27 . _ 270 _ _ i_ _ 26} _ _5limeh, 1Q

__Totaleesviuaed __5,__080_1 b,700 ¢ 5,h00 0 27 3 21! N 0 Yol 127 4
SPINACH: ; 5 ST T 7T T-Bushely - 7! T - 1,000 bughels

Winter: ' ; ; i ; ! : ; :
California....., 2,720 ! 2,200 i 2,3005 596 ; 550: 550! 1,625 1,210 1,265’
Louisianasses s 360 | mam 1 ems v 52 ; R T Ll mee l ea
TeX2Sessesreeas 20,120 116,500 117,500 117 ¢ 125 1ko! 2,305 2,062 2,450
South Carollna.. 690 i 500! 500 165 : 150: 180 1231 75 ! 90
Mississippisesar 1,150 1 700+ 1,300 109 @ 125 130: 1261 _ 88: 169
Group total.., ,.25 0 {,12..209. 121,00 [ I7L T 73T TaBMY T ROR G 3 U357 T35 07k

i ; ; : : - -
ALL STATES.Q.....;48 150 139,050 | § 235 | 235} 1 11,2k 1 9,012

Ses footnotes on page 7.
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m"unnnnuu|uunIluluullunmnululu\luullmuuuuuuumlvmuulnllunum|muu||lu1nlnl\“uuumnIn:tuuuuulnnnnlilulnmulu
'

- ACREAGE ' Y{ELD PER ACRE

CROP : RN RIS |||| UG Il UTRITEITRINE AT X ) i' LETRIR T TR R T AT A ALY
AND e YEAR! SR,
STETE I AVERAGE! 195l AV.

‘19)49 53 h9 5 3

PRODUCT ION

=
\O
AN
J:’
=
=3
Q.
o

.-

955

1
Q

v
;;g..---.-..---...,
o+ i

P :

w

n

California.....d 8,180. 8, B0 _7,800f _712. _720_

IO NG |:|l!l m_uplrm m:mmn"l”ml"l: SO ; “.u’l "; 3 '":‘ﬁ?' ‘é" sasssass E passassain 5
‘ST‘RAWBEPRIES: 3/ | ACRES | ACRES | ACRES ! ites 2 qt. = = 1,000 crates - |
o : t Prelim.,: ! g ; ; g
Winter: E : : : : : 5 : E |
Floridace,...s,i_ L,6l0i_ 2,800i_ 3,800 65 _60i _70i _ 30k _ 168 _ 266
f ; ' Prospeck ! | E ; ’
: ! . tive s : : : : ‘
Spring 2/......,121 1201106, §og 105, gog._ 90, 1104 _ _ ¢ —O-7§2L 11,706, _ _ _
ALL STATEQNWMRS 760§ 109,3001109,100! . 89; 109 086. 11, 87&'
_________ 3~~~4~~—4-—~%—~—F~—:~~?~-~r—~—k——~
TOMATOES & ; | i Prelime; = Bushels = P 1,D00 bushels =~
: ' ; ; ' : : ; ¢
Winter: : ; ' : ; ' 3 ; :
Florida, south } 13,660: 17,400 16,500: 192: 210 : 190; 2,625. 3,65L 3,135 |
e e T |
ALL STATES., . ... .. 4233,8001250,000! {16 1L6 ! ; 34,0961 36,L35; |
WATERMELONS ; : fProspeci- - Mé:lons w - 1,00 melons - ;
; ' Cotive : ' 3 ; |
Late Spring: : § : : E ‘ § 5 : |
Floridasscsssssse 69,800 98,000 95,0001 291! 335 : 20,382! 32,830 |
] H |
\
Group ‘00"3810“« 17,980106, 800 102 5800 3361 36 _ i 26,1L5: 39,078 |
ALL STATESQ..V....~381 350 h53 350! 26h§ 262 3 100, 2291118, 909;
~~~~~~~~~ '—---——a—--——-~:-——-—-'-—--—:-——-—{-—-—-—-r-—-—';'——'—‘—""--— |

1/ Group averages (including All States) are simple avcrages of annual data,

|
\
g/ Data are from rrevious releases, |
3/ Includes processing, |
- ' \

\
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LIMA BEANS: The Florida winter crop is forecast at Li6,00C bushels, an increase
. of 53 percent from last year's production resulting from an increased
acreage planted this year, The 1955 crop is expected to be 36 percent smaller
than average, however, Cold weather in December lowered yield prospects by
causing plants to drop bloom and by retarding the growth of pods, Production
during January, particularly in the last half of the month, will be most
noticeably affected, ‘ o .

SNAP BEANS: The first production forecast for the winter crop in Florida is for ‘
a crop of 2,585,000 bushels = = 9 percent below last yearfs
production and 12 percent below average, Most of the reduction in size -of crop
from that of 1954 is accounted for by a lower average yield, The average condition
of the Florida crop is reported as good, but current production is Leing )
restricted by the effects of the cold weather of December 21 and 22, A very spall -
loss of winter acreage is reported for the Everglades and lower Egst Coast area,
but the récent low temperatures caused considerable shedding of bloom and pin
beans which will result in reduced volume during early January. However,
temperatures the last week of December were favorable for growth and, if warm
weather continues; production will increase rapidly. The main source of supply
at present is tha Pompano section with limited quantities coming from the
Everslades and Homestead sections,

BEETSt The forecast of production for 1955 winter beets in Texas remains - -

: unchanged at 770;000 bushels, 5 percent less than the 195L crop but

6 percent above average, Supplies are available in all irri-ated sections of
south Texas and production will continue in volume through larch. -Quality from
current harvests is good, Although some straight cars are being shipped, th
bulk of the crop is moving in mixed loads,

BROCCOLL: Winter broccoli procduction during the 1955 season, forecast at-
660,000 crates, is expected to be 2 percent less than last year and
26 percent below average. Reduced acreage in Arizona. and Texas is primarily
responsible for this year's small crop but yields in Texas are expected to be
below those of 195L, A Iight movement of broccoli is continuing from Arizona
where harvest was slowed by cold weather in late December, Cubtting will continue
during January but supplies are not apt to show an increase of significant
proportion since this year's crop is a small one, A light movement of broccoli
from the Lower Valley and Winter Garden areas of Texas began in December and a
fairly active harvest is expected there beginning in early January., Most of
the crop will be moved in mixed cars, as usual, The crop in Texas is reporited
to be in satisfactory condition, Broccoli in Séuth Carolina is in fair to good
condition, Planting was delayed and plant growth retarded by dry weather and
high temperatures during the fall, DModerate supplies are now available in the
Beaufort area, In addition to broccoli from the winter sroup of States, supplies
are also available from late planted fall fields in coastal sections of California,
Recent cold weather slowed broccoli harvest there and supplies are currently
light, Broccoli is also now abailable from Californiais Imperial Valley which
is included in spring season estimates.

GABBAGE: The 1955 winter cabbage crop forecast is unchanged from a month ago at
261,000 tons, 15 percent less than produced last year and 19 percent smaller than
average. This year's indicated production is only slightly above the estimated
272,800 tons marketed from the 195 winter crop (about 18 percent of +the crop was
not sold because of market conditions). Economic factors appear to have been
largely responsible for this yearfs reduced acreage resulting in smaller production.
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CABBAGE CONT'D¢ In California, supplies are adequate for the requirements of

> lodal markets but very little cabbage is being shipped, It is
‘not likely that there will be any sustained active shipping from there during
the winter season since the Imperial Valley acreage was cut sharply this year,
Following a period of active harvest stimulated by favorable :market conditions
during December; movement of cabbage from Arizona has declined. Supplies will
be available from late fields during January but movement will be governed by
demand for cabbage during that month. About 60 percent ofthe crop had been

- cut by January 1, lMovement of cabbage from the Lower Valley of Texas is a

i little behind that to this date last season because of the delay in field work
following September and October rains, December weather:was favorable for
development of the crop and quality of current harvests is exceptionally good,
Good growing conditions are expected to result in a heavier-than usual volume
during January and February and daily movement is expected to continue to increase,
More late season acreage for larch cutting will be available- than in 195k,

7 Movement of supplies from the Winter Garden district is ahead of last year, !
This year's acreage in the Coastal Bend is limited largely to irrigated tracts
around Mathis which were planted for late harvest, Floridat's..cabbage crop is

in good condition, Recent cold weather slowed growth but did no damage to the
cropes Harvest is in progress in the principal producing areas and supplies are
increasing but movement is running behind last year's schedule, Most active
period of harvest will probably begin in late January,

In New York State stocks of Danish cabbage in storage are estimated at 40,000
tons, about 1/3 smaller than stocks on hand there a year ago, This year's
holdings represent 26 percent of the 195L production of Danish cabbage estimated
for New York State, T

CAULTFLOWER: Prospective production in the three winter producing States
(Arizona, Texas, and Florida) is now estimated at 1,L06,000 crates,
This is an increase of 31 percent over the December forecast resulting from a
larger production indicated in Texas and Floridas: Higher average yields are
anticipated in Texas than estimated a month ago, and a greater acreage for
harvest is indicated as a result of more complete acreage data for the new
producing sections at Quemado and in the Winter Garden, The higher production
in Florida results from improved yield prospects during December., In Arizona,
where the crop is later than usual because of recent cold" weather,
harvest had not yet begun by January 1, However, no serious freeze damage is
reported, Texas crops are reported to be in good condition in all areas, By !
mid-December, movement was active from all districts including new areas of
production in the Big Wells section of the Winter Garden and the Quemado section
near Fagle Pass, Harvest was very active in late December and supplies will be
plentiful during January, Although harvest of the crop is behind schedule in

Florida, yield prospects are good and by mid-January harvesting should become
fairly general, e

CELERY: Celery nroduction in winter producing areas at an indicated 6,920,000

crates in 1955 is 8 percent less than produced last year but 3 percent
above average. A reduced acreage is responsible for this year's smaller
production, Harvest of California's winter crop became active in December ard
daily production in January will run above December levels unless cold weather
continues. Low temperatures have retarded growth and development but apparently
have not caused any significant damage to winter celery which is grown in warm
sections in Southern California, Freezing temperatures set back the small
Arizona crop which is not yet in production.
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CELERY CONT'D. Florida winter celery was not damaged significantly by cold
weather in December and the crop is in good to very good

condition in all except a few scattered cold locations, Yields are running

above those obtained last year to this date which has enabled movement

through December to remain close to last year's levels in spite of a smaller
acreage this year, Californials late fall celery crop is in the clean-up

stage and supplies will decline rapidly from districts in Central and Northerh
California during January, Quality of remaining supplies was adversely .
affected by freezing temperatures in late December,

SWEET CORN: Florida's winter sweet corn crop is forecast at 1,290,000 units

- (5=dozen ears5, approximately one=fifth smaller than last yearts
o record crop but about two and one half times ldrger than the Seyear average, If
this production is realized, it would be the second largest crop produced from
winter acreage, Less acreage for harvest and a lower expected yield both
contribute to a smaller indicated production than harvested last year,
Production prospects for early winter corn were materially reduced in the
Everglades by the recent cold weather, the most damaging temperatures occurring
December 2i-22, Several hundred acres intended for January harvest were lost,
Most of the younger plantings escaped with minor damage but some replanting of
this acreage will be necessary, Condition of the crop is good in the Fort
Myers-Immakalee area where an increased acreaze for winter harvest has been
planteds This section will be the principal source of supply during January,
February, and llarch, Vinter acreage along the lower Fast Coast is less than a
year ago and is in generally good condition, A very light harvest is in
Progress but harvest should become more active by mid-January,

CUCUMBERS: This year's winter cucumber crop in Florida is forecast at 280,000
bushels, 12 percent less than produced in the winter season last
year but about equal to average. ThiS year's smaller indicated crop is the
result of damage caused by low temperatures during December, Loss of acreage
was negligible but vines were stunted and there was considerable shedding of
blooms and small fruit, The current yield forecast is one-third below last year
and average, Culling of present supplies is heavy, Production during the early
winter period will be light but more normal yields on late season fields can
be obtained if January weather is favorable,

EGGPLANT: Florida's winter eggplant crop is now expected to produce 380,000

bushels, sIightly more than last year's production and one=- fourth
larger than average, The winter acreage, located in South Florida, is
reported to be in fair to good condition after having been retarded by low
temperatures in December, Cold weather has slowed harvest but supplies will
likely increase during January, Pompano and Fort Myers are the principal
sources of supply during the winter months,

KALE: Indicated production’in Virginia at 878,000, bushelS remains unchanged ’
from the November forecast; A production of this size is about one-sixth

under last yearis crop and a fourth lower than average, Low yield expectations,

resulting mainly from lack of moisture early in the season and a reduced acreage

are both contributing factors to this year's small crop. Harvest was fairly active

in November and December and ample supplies should continue to be available
until April,



URGTTATL S FOR FROSI T1REAT -1l = TC~55: 101  January 10, 1955

LETTUCE: Production of lettuce in the winter oroducing sections is forecast at
T 11,L22,000 crates for 1955 which is 1 percent more than produced in
these sections last year and 12 percent above averase, In California, cold
weather in late Lecember retarded lettuce development but caused no damage,
Shipments are currently being restiricted by low temveratures but are close to
usual levels for this date, Any rise in temperatures during January will result
in heavier production and daily shipments most likely will increase &s the month
progresses, Production from the early winter acreage at BSlythe is declining and
there will be a zap in shipments from that district until the late winter acreage
reaches maturity in February, At Yuma, Arizona, daily production is declining
seasonally as cool weather is restricting cuttin- on acreaze scheduled for current
harvest, Ilovement from that section in January will be considerably below that
recorded in December, In Texas, conditions during December were generally
favorable for the development of winter lettuce in the Lower Valley. However,
because early acreage was planted behind usual schedules, shipments to date

from that section have been less than last year. Production is expected to
increase substantially in early January and remain at fairly high levels during
February. Freezing temperatures in the Winter Garden and Fagle Pass sections
slowed the development of lettuce but no serious damage occurred, Shipments
from these sections and Laredo are running shead of last year to this date and,
while harvest will continue active there during January, it may be slowed in
this period as temperatures decline.seasonally, In Florida, damage to lettuce
was confined to fields nearing maturity in coldest locations, Boston and
romaine at Zellwood, Sanford and the Fverglades appear to have been most
adversely affected. Damage and slowing of growth caused production to decline in
the last half of December and supplies are expected to be restricted, at least.
through the first half of January. ' :

ONIQNS: The preliminary 1955 acreane of Early Spring onions in South Texas at
38,000 acres is L percent less than the 39,500 acres harvested last year
but is 9 percent larrer than average. The acrea~e finally planted fell below
intehtions primarily because growers in poorly drained locations of Lower Valley
were unable to set and seed onion acreage on schedule following hezvy rains in
September and October, Field work was interupted and seed beds were lost. Iuch
of the Lower Valley acreage was planted in the west end of the Valley where better
drainage permitted field operations to continue, At Raymondville an increase in
irrigated acreage did not offset a reduction in dry = farmed onions. Earliest
fields there are irrigated and the bulk of the non-irrigated acreage was not
planted until after mid=October, In the Ccastal Bend there is less early acreage
and harvest is expected to be later than in other recent years, Surface moisture
is deficient in this section but adequate sub=~soil moisture is permitting plants
to make good root growth, The smaller Laredo acreage was planted on schedule.
There was an increase in seeded acreage there this year, The increase in acreage
in the Winter Garden area took place around Crystal City, Carrizo Springs, and
Big Vells and less acreage was planted in the Batesville-Uvalde section, Late
acreage is still being planted in this area, Transplanting and seeding of onions
is later than usual at Bagle Pass and Del Rios In all sections an increase in the
use of hybrid varieties has been noted., Water for irrigation is adequate,
Below are the preliminary 1955 and revised 1954 acreages by areas.
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ONIONS CONT'Dg TEY.S TADLY SPRING ONION ACRTAGE
195k 1955

Area Harvested Acreage Preliminary Acreage
Raymondville (Willacy Co.) 7,000 7,400
Lower Valley 2,500 1,600
Coastal Bend 22,500 21,000
Laredo 2,600 2,000
Winter Garden 3,000 L, 000 ‘
Fagle Fass 1,000 1,000
Wilson-Karnes 500 500
Others L,oO 500

Total 39, 500 38,000

The intended acreaze of late spring onions is estimated at 14,700 acresg,about equal
to the 1l,800 acres harvested last year but 18 percent below average, Reductions
in acreage from last year are expected in California, Arizona and Georgia but are
offset by the larger acreage than in 1954 indicated for Texas, In California,
onion acreage has been reduced sharply in the early producing Imperial Valley.

An increase in acreage has been recorded in Kern County and the early Stockton
acreage is expected to be about equal to last year, Acreaze in less important
sections is expected to show little change from that harv:sted last year., Wet
weahter has delayed transplanting at Stockton but weather has been favorable for
onions in other sections. Growers in Arizona have cut their acreage back again
this year, The major part of the increased acreaze indicated for Texas is
expected to occur in the North Texas areas, However, expansion of the Panhandle
deal is continuing and a substantial acreage of irrigzated onicns is being planted
there, Planting in North Texas non-irricated areas may be delayed by moisture
conditions which are unsatisfactory for transplanting, This operation normally
begins in early January, In Georgia, larger growers have »slanted less acreage
this year and many small growers have dropped out, Acreaze is in need of moisture
in some areas. -

GREEN PEAS: The winter crop in Texas is forecast at 30,000 bushels - - no chanze
from the December estimate, A crop of this size would be the

smallest of record due to & sharp reduction in acreaze. This year!s acreage

is limited to scattered plantings in areas around San Antonio and Houston,

Generally favorable weather was reported in December in these sections., A light

harvest began about mid-December and supplies are expected to be available through

January. ‘

GREEN PEPPTRS: The first estimate of winter production in Florida is for a crop

of 1,771,000 bushels -~ - 2 percent above last year and nearly a
fifth larger than avera-ze, The condition of the crop in south Florida is quite
variable, %While damage from the recent celd weather (December 21-22) was very
light, the effects of early Movember rains are still evident in the Pompano
section, However, much of this set=-back has been overcome, and maturity appears to
be a little more advanced than normal for this time of year, 'Mile acreage for
Winter harvest in the Pompano section is about the same as in 1954, a slight
increase is indicated for the Fort Myers-Immakalee area, N
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EARLY COMMERCIAL POTATOTS: The winter crop of early cormmercial potatoes is Placed
at 3,500,000 bushels, 2 nercent below last year but

52 percent above average. In Florida the acreage is slightly abovg a year &s0.
Digging is underway in the Lverglades, where one of the best crop in recent years
is being harvested, Outlook for the Fort Ifrers-Immokaleec area is good and harvest
in this area is expected to be gquite gzeneral around mideJanuary. In Dade County
section, minor frost damage occurred during late December, but the crop has
generally made good progress to date. Harvest is expected to start in early Feb=
ruary. In Texas, weather conditions have been favorable for the development of
the small potato acreage, Light harvest started the last half of December with
most of the crop expected to be dug during the early part of January,

The prospective acreage of late speing commercial potatoes is placed at 131,550
acres, 15,850 above the acreage planted in 1954 but 28,490 acres below averages
Sizeable increasee were indicated in California and Alabama, where large
reduction in acreage occurred a yeer earlier, North Carolina and Tennes§ee.arg
expecting small increases over a year agoj South Carolina, Arigona, Mississippi
and Oklahoma indicate no change; while in Louisiana, Georgia, Texas and Arkansas
the acreage is expected to be below 195k,

Total prospective acreage for spring harvest in 1955 (early and late spring com-
bined) is 131,550 acres, 1L percent more than in 195L but 18 percent below average,

SHALLOTS: A total of 2,100 acres. of spring shallots is indicated at this time in
Louisiana,’ This is an increase of about 11 percent over last year's

acreage and about 6 percent above average., Unfavorable market conditions for the

winter crop is expected to force srovers to transplant rather than market some

of their remaining winter acreage, Transplanting c¢f the spring crop has been

delayed by rainy weather but sufficient time is left in the planting season for

the acreage reported to be set,

SPINACH: Production prospects in the four winter producing States have improved
about I percent since the November forecast and the January forecast indicates a
crop of 3,974,000 bushels, 15 percent more than last vear but & percent below
average, In California, where harvest is in progress, yield prospects remain
unchanged from the November estimate. Prospective production remained

unchanged in Texas although growth was retarded by near freezing temperatures in
December, Fairly active movement is expected during January and February from
plantings in the Winter Garden and Eagle Pass sections. Development of the crop
around Austin has been slow, but movement is expected from this area in early
January, Compared to November, higher crop condition and yields are reported for
South Carolina, where spinach has been moving in licht volume since early
December, Heavier marketings are expected during Janvary, In Missigsippi, where
the crop is estimated to be a third greater than average, very little production is
expected before February,

STRAVBERRIES: Florida's 1955 winter stravberry crop is expected to produce

266,000 crates, about one and one=half times the quantity produced
last year, An expanded acreage &and wide=~spread use of new high producing
varieties are factors responsible for the larger crop indicated this year. Recent
low temperatures resulted in loss of bloom in colder locations and retarded
progress of all beds., A light harvest is in progress but, because of cold
weather, active picking is not expected to begin until mid~January,
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TOMATOES: The first production forecest of the winter crop in Florldas places pro-
duction at 3,135,000 bushels, a reduction of about 1& percent from last
ye&r 8 production but nearly a fifth larger than average. Less acreage and lower
expected ylelds both contribute to & decline in productlion from & year ago. Pros-
pects for the crop in south Florida were excellent prior to the cold weather of
December 21-22, While practically no acreage was lost, there was considereble
shedding of bloom and small fruilt, This is expected to result in lighter produc-

tlon during January and early February., As usual, the bulk of the acreage for '
winter harvest 1s in Dade County with Fort Myers-Immokalee area renking next,
additlon, there are scattered plantings in the Palm Beach-Stuart area of the lower
East Coast, ¢

WATERMEIONS: The intended acreage of late spring watermelons in Florida and Cali-

fornia at 102,800 acres 1s & reduction of about 4 percent from the
acreage for harvest last year but 1g one-third larger than average, Last year's
relatively poor return for early melons resulting from apparently excessive sup-
plies appears to be chiefly responsible for the cut In acreage. Planting begen
in South Florida in early December and is active there now, Re-planting wes gen=-
eral'in earliest fiélds following the recent cold snap there., Rodents have dam-
aged some acreage to the point that re-planting has been necessary, Some acreage
hags been seeded in Central Florida but planting of the bulk of the acreage there
will occur in January. The bulk of the reduction in California's acreage is ex-
pected to be made at Blythe. The Imperial Valley acreage will probably be only
slightly below lagt year's., Covered acreage has been planted and open acreage
will be seeded during the next three months,




