CHICKENS
Number Raised -~ 1964
July 21, 1964

The number of chickens raised in the United States {50 States) in 1964
is expected to total 319,367,000, only 1 percent above the 1963 record
low,

Compared with last year, chickens raised in 1964 are expected to
increase 6 percent in the South Central region, 4 percent in the South
Atlantic, 1 percent in the West and remain unchanged in the East North
Central, On the other hand, numbers raised will decrease 6 percent in
the North Atlantic and 4 percent in the West North Central regions.

These estimates are based on survey reports as of June ! obtained
largely through the assistance of the Post Office Department and rural
mail carriers, supplemented by later information from commercial
hatcheries,

The number of chickens to be raised in 1964 generally follows earlier
intentions, On February l egg producers indicated that they intended to
purchase 1 percent more replacement chicks and started pullets in 1964
than in 1963. Egg-type chicks hatched January through June 1964 totaled
364,817,000, up fractionally from the 363,587,000 hatched during the
same period of 1963,

Prices received by farmers for eggs in mid- June nationally were a-
bove 1963, but in earlier months of 1964 were generally below a year
earlier, Feed prices during this period were generally higher which re-
sulted in monthly egg~feed price ratios being less favorable than the
corresponding period a year earlier.

Aggregate egg production January through June was 2 percent above
the same period last year, Current egg prices are slightly above a year
earlier, The number of layers in flocks on July 1, 1964 totaled 286.8
million birds, 1 percent above July 1, 1963,

Commercial broiler production is not included in these estimates of
chickens raised,
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Chickens:

Number Haised on Farus
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