CHERRY UTILIZATION [

Released: October 2, 1981 Statistical Reporting

3:00 P.M. ET Service

U.S. Department
of Agriculture

Washington, D.C.
20250

TART CHERRY CROP SMALLEST IN 36 YEARS: Tart cherry production in the U.S. was
138 million pounds (62.6 thousand

metric tons) in 1981. This was 37 percent below the 1980 crop, 19 percent less
than the 1979 c¢rop, and the lowest production since 1945. A1l except 400
thousand pounds were utilized. Most of the utilized production was processed,
with 87.5 million pounds frozen, 44.2 million pounds canned, and 1.9 million
pounds going to other types of processing. The balance was sold for fresh
market consumption. The 1981 average price per pound at 44.5 cents was 24.3
cents above the 1980 average. This increase more than offset the decreased
production and gave a crop value of 61.3 million dollars, 41 percent above the
value of the 1980 crop.

The four Great Lake States produced 85 percent of the total or 117 million
pounds, compared with 198 million pounds in 1980. Michigan, the Nation’s
leading tart cherry State, produced 92.0 million pounds, down 39 percent from
a year ago. New York, which is normally the second largest producer, had a
crop of 8.4 million pounds compared with 30.4 million pounds in 1980.

SWEET CHERRY CROP SMALLER: The Nation's sweet cherry crop totaled 154 thousand
tons (140 thousand metric tons} in 1981, 10 percent
less than the 1980 crop and 15 percent below the 182 thousand ton record crop
of 1979. There were 6.90 thousand tons of this production that was not
utilized due to unfavorable weather at harvest. Rains in Washington, Oregon
and New York caused the fruit to split while hail damaged the Idaho crop. Of
the 147 thousand tons utilized, 49 percent was sold for fresh market and 51
percent was processed. A 40 percent increase in the price per ton, to 771
dollars, counter-balanced the decreased production and the value of utilized
production increased 24 percent from last year to 114 million dollars.

Washington, the leading producing State, had 48.0 thousand tons, a decline
of 8 percent from last year. Oregon rose to second place as production
increased by 18 percent to 39.0 thousand tons. California slipped from second
to third as production fell 26 percent to 32.6 thousand tons. The three
Pacific Coast States produced 78 percent of the 1981 total crop. The Michigan
crop, at 23.0 thousand tons, was down 21 percent from a year ago.
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1/ DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TOTAL AND UTILIZED IS QUANTITIES HARVESTED BUT NOT SOLD AND QUANTITIES NOT HARVESTED,
2/ SOME UTILIZATION BY STATES NOT PUBLISHED TO AVOID DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS,
SWEET CHERRIES INCLUDES FROZEN, JUICE, JELLY, ETC.

TNCLUDES JUICE, WINE, JAM, ETC,
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