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Over Forty Percent Of U.S. Farms Have Internet Access

A total of 43 percent of U.S. Farms now have Internet access, compared to 29 percent with Internet access in
1999. Nearly 55 percent of farms have access to a computer in 2001, compared to the 1999 level of 47 percent.
Fifty percent of all U.S. farms own or lease a computer, up from 40 percent in 1999. Farms using computers for
their farm business increased from 24 percent in 1999 to 29 percent in 2001.

In 2001, 73 percent of U.S. farms with sales of $100,000 and more have access to a computer, 69 percent own or
lease a computer, 55 percent are using a computer for their farm business, and 58 percent have Internet access.
For farms with sales between $10,000 and $99,999 the figures are: 53 percent have access to a computer,

47 percent own or lease a computer, 30 percent are using a computer for their farm business, and 39 percent have
Internet access. For Farms with sales less than $10,000, 50 percent report having computer access, 45 percent
own or lease a computer, 20 percent use a computer for their farm business, and 40 percent have Internet access.

In 2001, operators with access to the Internet were asked four additional questions on their specific uses of the
Internet access. The additional Internet questions referred to the purchase of agricultural inputs, conducting
agricultural marketing activities, accessing National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) reports, and accessing
other USDA reports and research information. Of the U.S. farms with Internet access, 6 percent use the Internet
to purchase agricultural inputs, to conduct agricultural marketing activities and to access NASS reports while

9 percent access other USDA reports and research information.
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Survey Procedures:The June Agricultural Survey is conducted every year to provide estimates of farm numbers
and land in farms, crop acres planted, grain in storage, livestock inventories, and land values. In 1997, 1999, and
again in 2001, questions were added to the survey form that asked the operator about access and use of
computers. The 2001 computer usage estimates are based on responses from over 32,500 agricultural operations
and represent all sizes and types of farms. Coefficients of Variations (CVs) at the national level in 2001 were

1 percent or less, at the regional level, CVs ranged from 1 to 5 percent, and at the State level CVs generally
ranged from 3 to 30 percent.
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Farm Computer Usage: Access, Ownership, and Use by State
and United States, 1997, 1999 and 2001

Farms
. Using .
With That Own With
State Computer or Lease Cfg:ng;xrtre]:ﬁ'rs Internet
Access Computers Business Access
1997 1999 | 2001 1997 1999 2001 1997 1999 2Q01 1997 1999 2001
Percent| Percenf Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
AL 25 47 48 21 37 42 13 24 24 9 28 34
AR 25 41 49 22 35 47 17 23 26 10 25 32
CA 51 61 63 47 55 56 30 40 36 23 46 51
co! 51 66 67 44 58 63 30 39 38 17 39 53
FL 41 45 50 35 39 47 24 27 29 19 34 45
GA 25 33 36 23 29 33 12 18 19 11 20 26
ID 48 75 80 36 59 74 21 34 46 12 41 62
IL 45 51 61 36 46 57 27 32 37 17 30 48
IN 37 46 57 29 41 51 16 22 28 10 25 42
1A 46 51 59 37 45 54 25 32 38 12 30 45
KS 36 52 58 31 46 54 21 26 31 11 27 39
KY 23 25 28 18 20 27 9 11 12 8 14 17
LA 26 35 53 21 32 47 14 20 19 4 21 40
M 47 59 60 38 51 49 20 25 27 17 28 48
MN 43 49 55 32 40 50 22 26 34 11 27 40
MS 22 30 37 15 24 34 9 11 16 4 18 24
MO 33 39 55 27 34 49 16 19 30 10 19 44
MT 54 65 71 41 52 67 33 36 43 15 38 57
NE 45 49 58 38 44 54 29 31 36 14 26 40
NH 2 35 57 72 31 46 58 22 31 34 11 43 56
NY 42 50 65 33 40 58 19 25 35 14 30 56
NC 30 42 51 24 36 47 13 20 24 10 30 37
ND 44 53 59 34 47 54 28 35 38 11 32 47
OH 41 58 63 30 49 56 18 25 28 14 35 46
OK 31 45 48 26 33 42 15 17 21 9 28 38
OR 61 65 75 52 55 73 30 31 43 22 29 59
PA3 37 47 54 27 37 45 15 22 28 15 30 41
SC 25 30 48 20 27 40 11 12 19 9 17 35
SD 43 50 56 30 39 48 24 31 31 13 29 43
TN 24 35 42 17 28 36 7 13 16 8 24 34
™ 41 48 57 32 39 52 21 23 26 18 31 46
VA 4 31 42 58 25 31 49 13 15 26 12 24 48
WA 58 61 59 50 52 56 35 39 37 20 50 54
WI 36 50 61 29 40 55 19 24 31 9 33 46
uss® 38 47 55 31 40 50 20 24 29 13 29 43

Yncludes AZ, CO, NV, NM, UT, and WY.
2 Includes CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, and VT.

3 Includes NJ and PA.
4Includes DE, MD, VA, and WV.
5 Excludes AK and HlI.
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Farm Computer Usage: Access, Ownership, and Use by Economic Class,
Type of Farm?, Region, and United States, 1997, 1999 and 2001

Farms
. Using .
Redi With That Own Computers With
egion Computer or Lease for Earm Internet
Access Computers Business Access
1997 | 1999 2001 1997 1999 2001 1997 1999 2001 1997 1999 2001
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Rercent Percent Percent
Northeast 38 50 61 30 40 51 18 25 31 14 33 48
$1,000-9,999 38 50 60 27 40 49 11 16 25 14 33 49
$10,000-99,999 31 45 59 27 33 52 19 32 39 11 29 47
$100,000 & Over 48 61 63 43 54 54 38 47 42 21 41 45
Crop Farms 43 55 65 36 45 56 21 28 34 17 36 | 54
Livestock Farms 34 46 57 25 36 48 15 22 30 12 31 44
North Centraf 41 49 58 32 42 53 22 26 32 12 28 44
$1,000-9,999 36 43 55 26 36 49 11 13 21 12 25 42
$10,000-99,999 34 45 51 26 38 45 19 25 29 10 24 37
$100,000 & Over 61 69 73 53 62 69 45 52 55 17 39 57
Crop Farms 43 50 58 35 43 52 24 27 33 13 29 44
Livestock Farms 39 48 59 29 42 54 20 25 32 11 26 43
South* 31 40 48 24 32 43 15 18 22 12 25 37
$1,000-9,999 27 35 42 20 28 38 9 12 15 11 22 33
$10,000-99,999 32 42 52 25 35 45 18 22 26 12 28 38
$100,000 & Over 56 64 71 50 56 67 44 49 53 21 42 57
Crop Farms 31 34 48 25 28 42 17 18 23 12 21 37
Livestock Farms 31 43 48 24 34 43 14 18 21 12 27 37
West® 53 64 67 46 55 63 30 37 39 19 41 54
$1,000-9,999 47 60 67 39 49 63 17 24 31 16 36 55
$10,000-99,999 53 60 61 47 52 55 34 40 37 18 37 49
$100,000 & Over 70 80 80 66 77 78 62 69 66 30 59 66
Crop Farms 60 62 67 53 54 62 38 39 41 23 44 | 54
Livestock Farms 47 66 69 39 56 65 22 35 38 16 37 56
uss® 38 47 55 31 40 50 20 24 29 13 29 43
$1,000-9,999 32 42 50 25 34 45 11 14 20 12 25 40
$10,000-99,999 36 46 53 29 38 47 20 26 30 12 27 39
$100,000 & Over 60 68 73 54 62 69 47 53 55 20 43 58
Crop Farms 41 47 57 34 40 51 24 25 31 14 29 44
Livestock Farms 36 47 55 28 39 49 17 23 27 12 28 42

! Crop and livestock farms are based on 1997 Census of Agriculture percentages by farm type.
2 Includes CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, and VT.

%Includes IL, IN, IA, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, SD, and WI.
“Includes AL, AR, DE, FL, GA, KY, LA, MD, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, and WV.
® Includes AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, and WY.

6 Excludes AK and HI.
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Farm Computer Usage: Access and Use of Internet by State

and United States, 2001

Farms
Purchase Conduct Access Access
Agricultural Agricultural USDA/NASS Other USDA
State Inputs Marketing Reports Reports/Services
Over Activities Over Over
Internet* Over Internet Internet® Internet®

2001 2001 2001 2001

Percent Percent Percent Percent
AL 5 3 3 5
AR 6 5 4 8
CA 5 6 8 11
Cco* 6 9 5 11
FL 10 12 6 8
GA 2 3 4 4
ID 6 12 9 13
IL 7 7 9 12
IN 4 6 6 9
1A 6 9 9 14
KS 4 4 5 7
KY 2 2 2 3
LA 7 3 4 5
Ml 6 5 6 11
MN 5 7 9 13
MS 3 3 3 4
MO 3 7 6 13
MT 7 10 8 13
NE 4 7 7 10
NH 5 10 9 4 6
NY 10 12 6 10
NC 4 7 7 11
ND 5 8 10 14
OH 7 5 6 7
OK 1 7 4 8
OR 8 14 7 13
PAS 9 5 5 8
SC 7 6 3 5
SD 4 5 6 8
TN 3 4 7 8
TX 6 7 5 8
VA’ 9 5 5 7
WA 5 9 5 16
Wi 7 6 4 9
us? 6 6 6 9

 Agricultural inputs include seed, fertilizer, chemicals, veterinarian supplies, feed, machinery, replacement parts, farm
supplies, office equipment, etc.

2 Agricultural marketing activities include direct sales of commodities, on-line crop and livestock auctions, on-line market
advisory services, commodity price tracking, etc.

% Reference period for access and usage of USDA reports, research information, and services is last 12 months: June 2000
to June 2001.

“*Includes AZ, CO, NV, NM, UT, and WY.

5Includes CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, and VT.

® Includes NJ and PA.

" Includes DE, MD, VA, and WV.

8 Excludes AK and HI.
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Farm Computer Usage: Access and Use of Internet by Economic Class,
Type of Farm?, Region, and United States, 2001

Farms
Purchase Conduct Access Access
Agricultural Agricultural USDA/NASS Other USDA
State Inputs Marketing Reports Reports/Services
Over Activities Over Over
Internet? Over Internet Internet* Internet*
2001 2001 2001 2001
Percent Percent Percent Percent
Northeasf 9 8 5 8
$1,000-9,999 9 5 4 5
$10,000-99,999 8 12 5 8
$100,000 & Over 13 10 7 16
Crop Farms 10 9 8 11
Livestock Farms 9 7 3 6
North Centraf 5 6 7 11
$1,000-9,999 4 3 4 6
$10,000-99,999 5 5 6 10
$100,000 & Over 8 12 13 19
Crop Farms 6 7 8 11
Livestock Farms 5 6 6 10
South’ 5 5 5 7
$1,000-9,999 3 3 3 4
$10,000-99,999 6 6 6 8
$100,000 & Over 12 15 14 21
Crop Farms 6 6 5 8
Livestock Farms 5 5 4 6
West? 6 10 7 12
$1,000-9,999 4 9 3 8
$10,000-99,999 7 8 8 12
$100,000 & Over 10 14 14 22
Crop Farms 7 9 7 13
Livestock Farms 6 11 6 12
us?® 6 6 6 9
$1,000-9,999 4 4 3 5
$10,000-99,999 6 6 6 10
$100,000 & Over 10 13 13 20
Crop Farms 6 7 7 11
Livestock Farms 5 6 5 8

1 Crop and Livestock farms are based on 1997 Census of Agriculture percentages by farm type.

2 Agricultural inputs include seed, fertilizer, chemicals, veterinarian supplies, feed, machinery, replacement parts, farm
supplies, office equipment, etc.

® Agricultural marketing activities include direct sales of commodities, on-line crop and livestock auctions, on-line market
advisory services, commodity price tracking, etc.

4 Reference period for access and usage of USDA reports, research information, and services is last 12 months: June 2000
to June 2001.

®Includes CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, and VT.

®Includes IL, IN, 1A, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, SD, and WI.

"Includes AL, AR, DE, FL, GA, KY, LA, MD, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, and WV.

8 Includes Az, CA, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, and WY.

° Excludes AK and HI.
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Number of Farms: by State and United States, 1997, 1999, 2000

State 1997 1999 2000
Number Number Number
AL 49,000 48,000 47,000
AZ 7,900 7,700 7,500
AR 49,000 48,500 48,000
CA 87,000 89,000 87,500
CcO 29,500 29,000 29,000
DE 2,800 2,600 2,600
FL 45,000 45,000 44,000
GA 49,000 50,000 50,000
ID 24,500 24,500 24,500
IL 79,000 79,000 78,000
IN 66,000 65,000 64,000
1A 98,000 96,000 95,000
KS 65,000 65,000 64,000
KY 91,000 91,000 90,000
LA 30,000 30,000 29,500
MD 13,000 12,400 12,400
Ml 53,000 53,000 52,000
MN 81,000 80,000 79,000
MS 42,000 43,000 43,000
MO 110,000 110,000 109,000
MT 27,000 28,000 27,600
NE 55,000 55,000 54,000
NV 3,000 3,000 3,000
NH 2 27,450 27,500 27,400
NJ 9,600 9,600 9,600
NM 15,500 15,500 15,200
NY 38,000 39,000 38,000
NC 59,000 58,000 57,000
ND 31,500 30,500 30,300
OH 79,000 80,000 80,000
OK 83,000 84,000 85,000
OR 39,000 40,500 40,000
PA 60,000 59,000 59,000
SC 25,000 25,000 24,000
SD 32,500 32,500 32,500
TN 91,000 91,000 90,000
X 225,000 227,000 226,000
uT 15,000 15,500 15,500
VA 49,000 49,000 49,000
WA 39,000 40,000 40,000
WV 21,000 20,500 20,500
Wi 79,000 78,000 77,000
wy 9,200 9,200 9,200
us?® 2,184,450 2,185,000 2,165,800

12001 Number of Farms not available until February 2002.

2 Includes CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, and VT.

® Excludes AK and HI.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation,
and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,

Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call
202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

ACCESS TO REPORTS!

For your convenience, there are several ways to obtain NASS reports, data products, and services:
INTERNET ACCESS

All NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet. For access, connect to the
Internet and go to the NASS Home Pagdndp:/www.usda.gov/nass/ Select “Today’s Reports” or
Publications and then Reports by Calendar or Publications and then Search, by Title or Subject.

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTION

There are two options for subscribing via e-mail. All NASS reports are available by subscription free of
charge direct to your e-mail address. 1) Starting with the NASS Home Page at
http:/www.usda.gov/nass/click onPublications, then click on th&ubscribe by E-mailbutton which

takes you to the page describing e-mail delivery of reports. Finally, cliGodp the Subscription

Pageand follow the instructions. 2) If you do NOT have Internet access, send an e-mail message to:
usda-reports@usda.mannlib.cornell.edu In the body of the message type the wdist.

AUTOFAX ACCESS

NASSFax service is available for some reports from your fax machine. Please call 202-720-2000, using
the handset attached to your fax. Respond to the voice prompts. Document 0411 is a list of available
reports.

PRINTED REPORTS OR DATA PRODUCTS

CALL OUR TOLL-FREE ORDER DESK: 800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada)
Other areas, please call 703-605-6220 FAX: 703-605-6900
(Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order acceptable for payment.)

ASSISTANCE

For assistancewith general agricultural statistics or further information about NASS or its products or
services, contact th&gricultural Statistics Hotline at800-727-95407:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or
e-mail:nass@nass.usda.gov.



